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Legislation XML Document Structure



Functional Requirements for Bibliographic 
Records (FRBR)

e.g. Hamlet

e.g. first draft of Hamlet 
text

e.g. hardcopy first edition 
of Hamlet

e.g. the copy of the book 
in the British Library 

By Jakob Voss - own creation, GFDL, https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=3243128



FRBR for Legislation Documents
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URI Scheme Overview

Types of URI:

1. Identifier URIs  (Works)

2. Document URIs (Expressions)

3. Representation URIs (Manifestations)



Identifier URIs

Identifier URIs follow the template:

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/{type}/{year}/{number}

[/{section}]

Example: The identifier URI for the second Act of the Scottish Parliament made in 
2014.

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/asp/2014/2

Example: The identifier URI for section 3 of the same document.

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/asp/2014/2/section/3

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/asp/2014/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/asp/2014/2/section/3


Document URIs

Document URIs follow the template:

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/{type}/{year}/{number}

[/{section}][/{authority}][/{extent}][/{version}]

Example: Document URI for the revised version of the Pesticides Act 1998 (c. 26) 
that was valid on 2005-01-01.

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1998/26/2005-01-01

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1998/26/2005-01-01


Document URIs

Example: The version of 2000 Northern Ireland Act chapter 5 created by the “SLD” 
authority.

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/nia/2000/5/sld

Example: The Welsh language version of Welsh Statutory Instrument, 2014 No. 
595. 

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/wsi/2014/595/made/welsh

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/nia/2000/5/sld
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/wsi/2014/595/made/welsh


Document URIs
Example: The original version of UK Public General Act 2014 chapter 1. 

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2014/1/enacted

Example: The version of section 16 of the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (c. 
69) that applies to Scotland.

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1981/69/section/16/scotland

Example: The prospective version of the Digital Economy Act 2017 (c. 30).

http:// www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2017/30/prospective

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2014/1/enacted
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1981/69/section/16/scotland
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1981/69/section/16/scotland
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2017/30/prospective


Representation URIs

Representation URIs follow the template:

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/{type}/{year}/{number}

[/{section}][/{authority}][/{extent}][/{version}]/data.

ext

Formats Available:

• XML conforming to the Crown Legislation Mark-up Language (CLML) schema

e.g.  http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2010/1/data.xml

• XHTML generated from the CLML XML

e.g.  http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2010/1/data.htm

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2010/1/data.xml
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2010/1/data.htm


Representation URIs

• PDF generated from the CLML XML

e.g. http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2010/1/data.pdf

• HTML with no styling generated from the CLML XML 

e.g. http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2010/1/data.xht

• Akoma Ntoso XML generated from the CLML XML

e.g. http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2010/1/data.akn

• HTML5 serialisation of the Akoma Ntoso XML

e.g. http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2010/1/data.html

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2010/1/data.pdf
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2010/1/data.xht
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2010/1/data.akn
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2010/1/data.html


Representation URIs

• RDF metadata about the legislation 

e.g. http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2010/1/data.rdf

• ATOM legislation lists for search results

e.g. http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2010/data.feed

• Future Linked Data API serving metadata about legislation (in development).

e.g. http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2010/1/metadata/data.xml

e.g. http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2010/1/metadata/data.ttl

e.g. http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2010/1/metadata/data.rdf

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2010/1/data.rdf
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2010/data.feed
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2010/1/metadata/data.xml
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2010/1/metadata/data.ttl
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2010/1/metadata/data.rdf



