' AThe National Archives

Memorandum of Understanding

Memorandum of understanding between
The National Archives and the National Archives of
the UAE

Introduction

This memorandum of understanding establishes a framework
for cooperation between The National Archives and the
National Archives of the UAE. It describes areas of shared
interest and activity and commits the two organisations to
work together in support of mutual and separate goals and for
the benefit of the international cultural and archives sector.

The National Archives

The National Archives is one of the world’s most valuable
resources for research and an independent research
organisation in its own right. As the official archive and
publisher for the UK government, and England and Wales, we
are the guardians of some of the UK's maost iconic national
documents, dating back over 1,000 years. Our role is to collect
and secure the future of the public record, both digital and
physical, to preserve it for generations to come, and to make
it as accessible and availabie as possibie.

Archives inspire, Tne National Archives four-year strategy, sets
aut how we will think and arganise ourselves differently to
meet the needs of each of our major audiences, and to face
our single biggest challenge - digital. To deliver our strategic
plans, we bring together the skills and specialisms needed
te conserve some of the nation’s oldest historic dacuments
with world-leading digital archive practices to manage and
preserve public information of the past, present and future

The National Archives of the United Arab Emirates

Created in 1968 and previousiy known as the National Center
for Documentation and Research. the National Archives of
the United Arab Emirates is an administrative unit of the
UAE government, attached tc the Minister of Presidental
Affairs and headguartered in Abu Dhabi. 't aims at coilacting,
receiving and documenting records, supervising their
preservation and archiving in accordance with international
archiving norms, and making use of them for the public
interest, dissemination of cultural and historical awareness,
and assistance of researchers wishing to benefit from the
collection in its possession.

As part of its legal mandate, the National Archives undertakes
coliecting documents of special historical value to the UAE,
Gulf Cooperation Council states and the Arabian Peninsula,
from within the UAE and from aoroad. (n consideration of this
and its aims, the National Archives is gianning a digitai hub
that would make such documents avaitable to an audience of
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national and international researchers and students.

In recognition of a shared interest to widen and improve access
for all to infarmation, collections and cultural experiences,
The National Archives and the National Archives of the UAE
(the “Parties”) have agreed on the following:

1.0VERALL GOALS

To coaperate, collaborate and support programs and activities
of mutual benefit.

2.EXCHANGE OF DOCUMENTS

To cooperate in the research of archival sources for the other
Party’s history in their archival holdings, ‘and in the digitisation
and exchange of such documents, according to their national
legislation.

3.EXCHANGE OF EXPERTS
To exchange experts in the field of archives in order to share
knowledge and carry out archival training programs.

4.COOPERATION IN CULTURAL ACTIVITIES

To collaborate in activities that will foster cultural exchanges,
such as seminars, conferences and workshops, staff training,
study tours, exchange of publications on archives, and archival
exhibitions

5.JOINT PROJECTS

Joint projects will be formalized through specific agreements,
signed by both Parties, that address each project In detail,
including: duration, personnel, subject matter, funding,
financial reporting and other factors as mutuaily agreed by
the Parties. In particular, cost of activities incurred under
the execution of this agreement will be fully considered and
reimbursad 3s agreed between the parties.

6.DURATION OF MEMORANDUM

This Memorandum is operative for an initial three-year period
from the date of signing.

7. TERMINATION

Either Party shail be entitled to withdraw from this
Memarandum on one month’s written notice tc the other
Party.

8.MODIFICATIONS
This Memorandum may he maodified cnly through mutual
agreement in writing signad by both of the Parties

9.NATURE OF MEMORANDUM
This Memorandum is a staterment of intent only and is not
meant to create legaily binding refations between the Parties.

This memarandum will be signeg in two originals, e2ach in
the Arabic and English fanguages, equally authentic. In case
of divergence in the interpretation or application, the English
text shali pravail
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Mr. Jeff James
Chief Executive and Keeper
of The National Archives
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Dr. Abdulla Al Raisi
Director-General of the National Archives
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Date {4.‘? /8//4 ol




