
WHAT IS THE CENSUS?
The census is a head count of every person in the 
country on a particular night.  The first census 
was taken in 1801 and has been taken every ten 
years since, except for in 1941 because of the 
Second World War.

The 1921 Census of England and Wales is important 
because it was the first one taken since the end 
of the First World War in 1918.  It gave the 
government information on how the war had affected 
people all over the country.

The original census records are stored away 
for 100 years.  After that, they are digitised 
[photographed] so that they can be looked at 
online.  This means that the original paper records 
are kept safe from people holding them.  There is 
so much paper that it spans over 1.6km of shelving!
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HOW WAS THE 1921 
CENSUS CARRIED OUT?
On the night of 19th June 1921, over 38 million 
people in 8.5 million households completed their 
census forms.  But how was such a huge task 
carried out?

Before census night, people called enumerators 
handed out census forms to each household.  The 
forms were called returns or schedules.  The 
households had one week after census night to 
fill in their schedule before the enumerators 
collected them back.  

The schedules were checked over by the enumerator, 
and sent to the Census Office in London.  The 
information was made into a complex set of 
cards with holes punched in them, which was then 
processed by machines.

You can complete the following activities to help 
you explore the 1921 Census.



  

EXPLORE THE 1921 CENSUS
Now that you know what the 1921 Census is, why don’t 
you have a go at looking at it yourself!  

You can use a laptop, device, or public computer to 
look at the Census whilst onsite at The National 
Archives.

1. Connect to wifi network 1921 Census
2. Navigate to www.findmypast.co.uk/1921-census
    You can search the census for free at home but there is a charge for looking at the records.

5. Enter ‘Millicent Garret’ and ‘Fawcett’ into the name fields, and ‘1847’ 
   into birth year.
6. Luckily this comes up with just one result, but it can also find many 
   more which match your search terms!
7. Click on the result.

3. The search page will give you a choice to look up a person or an 
   address.
4. To look up a person, enter as much information as you can, such as first 
   name and surname.  Knowing their birth year and/or location will also 
   really help! This can be where they were born, or where they were in   
   1921. You can also use the ‘Advanced search’ which gives you lots of 
   search fields to use.

Here is an example of a search using Millicent Garret Fawcett (Suffragist) 
(born 1847):



  Sophia Duleep Singh (born 1881)

  Alan Alexander Milne (born 1882)

    John Richard Archer (born 1863)

    King George V (born 1865)

    Beatrix Potter (born 1866) 

SIGNIFICANT PEOPLE 
TO LOOK UP
Here is a list of interesting people to look up. 
You can also look up your family members and streets 
that you know.

Suffragette; daughter of deposed Maharaja Duleep 
Singh. When you have Sophia’s original record 
open, click left to the previous image and see if 
you can work out where Sophia lived!

Author of ‘Winnie the Pooh’. Do you recognise the 
name of his son?

First Black Mayor of Battersea. John has a number of 
results which match – which do you think it is? How 
could you find out? What does he list his occupation 
[job] as?

Search: ‘George V; King’ – Click on the second 
result – click right through the images until you 
reach the end. How many people were at Windsor 
Castle that night? Look at the style of numbering 
from 86 onwards. Why does it look different?

Author of ‘The Tale of Peter Rabbit’ and many 
more children’s books – search for ‘Helen Beatrix 
Heelis’. What does it list her occupation [job] as? 
Can you find out why?

8. You will then see an overview of Millicent’s census entry with an icon 
   to look at transcribed [typed] version or a scan of the original record:

         You will see this icon on all search results.
9. Click on the original record option and you will see a digitised 
   version of the Census schedule.  Enjoy looking at the results and see 
   what you can find out!



ACTIVITIES FOR HOME:
•• Carry out your own census about family and 
friends.  You could record information such 
as their favourite food, where they have been 
on holiday, or if they have any pets.  Why not 
use the census form as a template or create 
your own.  You could decorate it, or stain with 
tea to make it look old! Ask an adult for help 
using hot water.

•• If you’d like to learn more about the census 
and see more census documents from the past, 
take part in our ‘Census Detectives’ video 
activities: 

https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/
education/families/time-travel-tv/
census-detectives/

How much can you remember about the 1921 
Census? Complete the crossword to find out!

1 2

3 4 5

6

7 8

ACROSS
1. Number of people who filled in a census form - 38 _______
3. Word for a house and the people who live there. A form was handed out 
   to every one
6. Event which ended in 1918 which the census told the government about
7. A word for the census form
8. What people do as a job

DOWN
2. How many years the census is stored away for
4. Process of taking photographs of the census
5. Job title of the people who handed out the census forms


