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Students do not need to do any work in preparation for this virtual classroom. Please do not show students 
copies of the following documents before the session. However, if there are students who have visual 
impairments and may have difficulty viewing the screen during the session, please enlarge copies of the 
documents for them to refer to.  
 
This session introduces students to The National Archives and to the history of Magna Carta. They form their 
own conclusions about the lasting impact of Magna Carta in medieval England by using and interpreting 
evidence from a range of sources. These include a 1225 version of Magna Carta, a peace treaty, letters patent 
and a list of charges against the king. 

 
Background information by Dr. Matt Phillips 
 
-fjk f] k_\ `jjl\j [\Xck n`k_ `e -X^eX #XikX jfl^_k kf X[[i\jj gifYc\dj k_Xk _X[ Xi`j\e efk `e +`e^ *f_e¿j 
reign alone, but over the past half-Z\eklip le[\i k_\ ilc\ f] k_\ !e^\m`e b`e^j· !ck_fl^_ *f_e¿j YX[ i\glkXk`fe 
may have been exaggerated, he mercilessly exploited his barons and cruelly destroyed some baronial families 
in his attempts to raise sums to mount a military campaign in France and regain Normandy. Following the 
failure of a complex military operation in France, John returned to England in 1214 and provoked rebellion by 
imposing scutage Ê a form of taxation Ê on his barons in an attempt to pay for his thwarted war effort. In 
January 1215, thirty-nine barons rebelled against John and subsequently took control of London, forcing John 
to negotiate a peaceful resolution to the crisis and agree to Magna Carta on 15 June 1215. Based on similar 
existing documents, but unprecedented in its scope, Magna Carta forced the king to govern in accordance 
with established laws and sought to prevent the king from ignoring the advice of his barons when taking 
important political decisions. John refused to accept the restraints that Magna Carta placed upon kingship, 
Xe[ `k nXj fecp `e øùùü´ [li`e^ k_\ i\`^e f] *f_e¿j jfe´ (\eip )))´ k_Xk X i\m`j\[ m\ij`fe f] -X^eX Carta came 
to be accepted as a piece of legislation.  
 
-fi\ [\kX`c\[ YXZb^ifle[ `e]fidXk`fe fe -X^eX #XikX ZXe Y\ cfZXk\[ `e k_\ _`jkfi`Xe¿j efk\j j\Zk`fe f] k_`j 
pack.  

 
Useful links 
 
Find out more about a surviving 1215 version of Magna Carta at The British Library 
http://www.bl.uk/treasures/magnacarta/index.html  
 
Have a look at resources marking the 800th anniversary of Magna Carta 
http://magnacarta800th.com/schools/  
 
The Magna Carta Project 
http://magnacarta.cmp.uea.ac.uk/   

Teacherês notes 

http://www.bl.uk/treasures/magnacarta/index.html
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Magna Carta, 1225 
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Simplified translated extract, Magna Carta 1225 

 

Know that we have, because of our own spontaneous goodwill, given and granted to everyone in our realm 

the liberties which are written below to be held in our kingdom of England forever. 
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