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Lesson at a Glance

19th Century Whitechapel How can we find out what Whitechapel was like in 1888?

Teacher’s Notes

2

Students do not need to do any work in preparation for this virtual 
session. This workshop operates well as an introduction to learning 
about Whitechapel in the late 19th century.

Teacher Preparation 
•	 Print out enough copies of the Mystery Document for the class. 

•	 Print out the sorting activity (no need to cut out).

•	 Print out enough of Documents 1, 2 and 3 for the class, along 
with the help sheets. You may also want to print transcripts to 
suit your student’s learning needs. The class will be split into 
three groups, each looking at a different document.

If there are students who have visual impairments and may have 
difficulty viewing the screen during the session, please enlarge 
copies of the documents for them to refer to. 



19
th
 C
en
tu
ry
 W
hi
te
ch
ap
el

Ho
w 
ca
n 
we
 f

in
d 
ou
t 
wh
at
 W
hi
te
ch
ap
el
 w
as
 l
ik
e 
in
 1
88
8?

My
st

er
y 

do
cu

me
nt



19th Century Whitechapel How can we find out what Whitechapel was like in 1888?

Which type of document would be MOST USEFUL for finding 
out about: The people and area of Whitechapel in 1888. 

1. Map of Whitechapel 1892 4. Police records on ‘Habitual 
Drunkards’ for 1903

2. 1881 Whitechapel census 
record.

5. Photograph of Whitechapel 
street. Late 19th Century.

3. Coroner’s report into the 
death of Mary Anne Kelly.

6. Register for Whitechapel 
casual ward (temporary 
homeless shelter) in 1888.
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Document Two - MEPO 6/77
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11

Transcript Document Two - MEPO 6/77

Name and Alias- Catherine Westoby, Alias Burns and Hill

Residence- No fixed abode. Usually Salvation Army Shelters in 
Whitechapel

Place of business or where employed- none 

Age- 62

Height- 4ft 6 in

Build- slight

Complexion- sallow

Hair- grey

Eyes- blue

Shape of nose- straight

Shape of face- oval

Peculiarities or marks- nil

Profession or occupation- char-woman

Date and nature of conviction- 5th January 1903. One month h. l, and 
ordered to find one surety in £10 for 12 months, in default 6 month’s 
impt (Surety not found.)

Court at which convicted- Worship-street.

Remarks- Frequents the Whitechapel district.
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Did you know? 

The National Archives Education Service also offers free taught sessions onsite in Kew and 
online.

You can book a free Virtual Classroom session, an online lesson where students can 
use individual computers to interact with our Education Officers and explore original 
documents without needing to travel to The National Archives. You will need computers 
or tablets for your students to work on either individually or in pairs.

A free Video Conference session allows our Education Officers to teach through your 
projector, leading discussions and guiding students through activities based around 
original documents. All you need is a computer with a projector, webcam and microphone 
to set up this web-chat with us. 

Our Onsite Workshops are available for free here at The National Archives and allow 
students to experience genuine original documents reflecting over 1000 years of history. 
From Elizabeth I’s signature to the telegrams of the sinking Titanic, students love the wow-
factor of being able to see real history on the desk in front of them.

Find out more:

nationalarchives.gov.uk/education 

facebook.com/TheNationalArchivesEducationService

twitter.com/UKNatArcEdu

education@nationalarchives.gov.uk

https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/sessions-and-resources/?resource-type=virtual-classroom#
https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/sessions-and-resources/?resource-type=video-conferences#
https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/sessions-and-resources/?resource-type=workshop#
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education
http://www.facebook.com/TheNationalArchivesEducationService
http://www.twitter.com/UKNatArcEdu
mailto:education%40nationalarchives.gov.uk?subject=



