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Early modern

1485-1750

Suitable for:

Time period:

We hope you enjoyed watching our video with collections 

expert Jessica Nelson looking at the Exchequer series. This 

video focuses on Domesday Book, one of The National Archives’ 

most iconic documents.

Watch the video then try and answer the 
following questions:

• What type of document is it?

• What about the appearance of the document?

• What is the date?

• Who has produced it?

• Who is it for?

• What is the purpose of the document?

• How is this document useful for understanding early 

medieval society during the time of William the Conqueror?

• Why does the National Archives have it?

Note that the images in this pack are intended to illustrate 

what Domesday looks like and the differences between 

Great Domesday and Little Domesday, rather than be a 

comprehensive overview of the contents of Domesday. You can 

find images of the content of Domesday in our image library 

and in the related resources in this pack.

Spotlight On: Domesday Book | Exchequer Great Domesday (top row) and Little Domesday (bottom row), 1086
Catalogue Ref: E 31/2/1 and E31/1

https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/students/spotlight-on/spotlight-on-domesday-book/ 
https://images.nationalarchives.gov.uk/assetbank-nationalarchives/action/quickSearch?CSRF=Wdo6M1bs52UY8uDnmVlu&newSearch=true&quickSearch=true&includeImplicitCategoryMembers=true&keywords=domesday
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Great Domesday open spread, Wiltshire (end), Dorset (start), 1086
Catalogue Ref: E 31/2/1

Key stage 3

• The development of Church, state and society in Medieval Britain 1066-1509: 

Then Norman Conquest

Key stage 4

AQA GCSE History

• Norman England, c1066–c1100 including: Feudalism and government: roles, 

rights, and responsibilities; landholding and lordship; land distribution; the 

Domesday Book.

Edexcel GCSE History

• Period study: Anglo-Saxon and Norman England, c1060–88

OCR GCSE History

• The Norman Conquest, 1065–1087 Domesday Book, its creation and purpose. 

The social structure of Norman England including changes in land ownership 

and the elite.

 
Key stage 5

Edexcel GCE History

• Anglo-Saxon England and the Anglo-Norman Kingdom, c1053–1106

OCR GCE History

• Anglo-Saxon England and the Norman Conquest 1035–1107 (Enquiry topic: 

Norman England 1087–1107

TitleConnections to Curriculum
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Domesday Book
What can we learn about England in the 11th century?

Domesday: Britain’s finest treasure
Online exhibition about Britain’s earliest public record.

Anglo-Saxons – Gift from a King
What was Anglo-Saxon society like?

TitleRelated resources

Chertsey
What was Chertsey like in the Middle Ages?

Edward the Confessor
What does the Domesday Abbreviato tells us about Edward the Confessor?

TitleRelated resources

https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/resources/domesday-book/
https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/domesday/
https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/resources/anglo-saxons-gift-from-a-king/
https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/resources/chertsey/
https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/resources/edward-the-confessor/


Why do our hyperlinks come with footnotes?

Our resources are designed to be printed and used in classrooms, which means hyperlinks 

aren’t always accessible digitally. We include the full link at the bottom of the page so that 

you can type in the address without distracting from the main text of the lesson materials.

Did you know? 

The National Archives Education Service also offers free workshops onsite in Kew and online 

in your classroom.

Our Onsite Workshops are available for free here at The National Archives and allow 

students to experience genuine original documents reflecting over 1000 years of history. 

From Elizabeth I’s signature to the telegrams of the sinking Titanic, students love the wow-

factor of being able to see real history on the desk in front of them.

Our Online Workshops allow our Education Officers to teach through your projector, leading 

discussions and guiding students through activities based around original documents. All 

you need is a computer with a projector, webcam and microphone. We’ll arrange a test call 

before your session to check the tech is working.

Find out more:

 nationalarchives.gov.uk/education

 education@nationalarchives.gov.uk

facebook.com/TheNationalArchivesEducationService

twitter.com/UKNatArcEdu

https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/sessions-and-resources/?resource-type=workshop
https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/sessions-and-resources/?resource-type=online-workshop
https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/
mailto:education%40nationalarchives.gov.uk?subject=Education%20service%20enquiry
https://www.facebook.com/TheNationalArchivesEducationService
https://twitter.com/UKNatArcEdu

