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Whitechapel in the late 1800s was an area of overpopulation, 
industry and crime. With such wide systemic issues it can be easy 
to lose sight of the experiences of the individuals who lived in 
the area. This lesson explores the historic environment through 
the interconnected lives of four individuals who lived in the 
area during the 1880s. What can the stories of two West Indian 
boxers, the daughter of an Irish carpet maker and a child born 
in Whitechapel itself reveal about the challenges and benefits of 
living around Commercial Street in the Victorian era?

Suitable for:

Key Stage 4

Time Period:

Victorians 1850 - 1901

Connections to 
Curriculum:

EDEXCEL GCSE History: 

	■ Whitechapel, 
c1870-c1900: crime, 
policing and the inner 
city

	■ Migrants in Britain, 
c800–present

	■ Crime and 
punishment in Britain, 
c1000–present

AQA GCSE History:

	■ AC Britain: Migration, 
empires and the people: 
c790 to the present day

Lesson at a Glance

The lesson is based on the research of Sarah Elizabeth Cox 
and her blog Grappling with History. Many thanks to Sarah for 
her help. You can read more about Hezekiah and Alexander 
alongside other Victorian Boxers here:
https://grapplingwithhistory.com/
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This series of lesson activities uses four case studies of real people who lived around 
Commercial Street in Spitalfields in the late 1800s. The case studies are based on the lives 
of Hezekiah Moscow, Mary Maddin, Eliza Moscow and Alexander Munroe. Each case study 
contains 4-6 documents and all share the following themes:

	■ Housing and overcrowding
	■ Poverty and employment

	■ Immigration and community
	■ Crime and policing

Students should be encouraged to consider these themes when exploring each case study. 
They should go on to interpret this evidence, pick up any inferences or see what they can 
discover about everyday life in the area. A timeline has been provided which can be used 
either for individual case studies or to consolidate the class’s research as a feedback activity. 
It could be used as a starter or sorting activity, and helps to make sense of the chronology of 
the documents and the events they portray. A worksheet to consolidate all four case studies 
is provided. Individual case study fact file worksheets are also provided at the start of each 
case study alongside a list of questions to guide students through the documents in relation 
to each specific individual.

Some general guidance questions on how to evaluate and understand documents are 
included here, to help students to draw their own conclusions and inferences from the 
documents. (Teachers may wish to print these out, and discuss them with the students 
before they look at the sources). All documents are provided with transcripts.

	■ Find the date on each document
	■ What type of document is it? (e.g. census entry, witness statement or newspaper). 
	■ Why was the document written?
	■ What is the document saying?
	■ Check the meaning of any words you are unsure about.
	■ Does the document show the writer’s opinions/values?
	■ Does it have any limitations?

Teachers may want to break their class up into four groups and explore one case study 
each, or create a series of lessons to piece together the story. Groups should feed back on 
the different individuals to ensure all students find out about all four figures. The maps 
and notebooks can be used as an introduction to the area and work as a whole class 
investigation before the individual case studies. Students could be encouraged to use the 
map as reference with the documents of their case studies for geographical context within 
the Whitechapel area.

Teachers could also look at our Victorian Industrial Towns themed collection to explore 
additional documents which give context on living conditions, health and overcrowding.

Teacher’s Notes
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Whitechapel in London during the Victorian era was an area of industry and mixed 
opportunity. For several hundred years it had been home to tanneries, foundries and 
breweries. These are the types of industry that are necessary for the creation of goods for 
a city but unpleasant to keep close by with smells and sounds that would disturb the upper 
classes. As the industrial revolution took hold, Whitechapel and the other Tower Hamlets 
became a hub of immigration with thousands arriving looking for work from England, 
Ireland and further afield. With docklands to the south and new rail connections to the rest 
of the country, 1800s Whitechapel became the ideal home for manufacturers and merchants 
looking to make and sell their wares to the people of London and beyond. However, industry 
led to overcrowding and jobseekers soon outnumbered available work. 

In 1839 the average life expectancy of a labourer in the area of Brick Lane was only 16 years 
and for tradesmen was 26. Sanitation was poor, pubs and gin palaces were widespread and 
crime and poverty rates were sky high. By the late 1800s reformers and philanthropists like 
Charles Booth and George Peabody were taking note of the terrible conditions and creating 
schemes to address the needs of the poor. Booth’s survey of London went street to street, 
observing the population and their circumstances and creating a map of London which 
showed the most poverty stricken areas. Peabody established a model dwellings company 
and a charitable trust to create affordable housing for those in need. The first such building 
opened on 29 February 1864 on Commercial Street, Spitalfields and saw 57 dwellings with 
shared bathing and laundry facilities and nine shops to be run by the inhabitants on the 
ground floor. 

It is the area around Commercial Street, to the immediate east and west, that this resource 
focuses on by looking at the interconnected lives of four inhabitants. The documents explore 
the lives of these figures, their employment and living situations, their community and 
prospects. It is easy to make summarising statements about the situation in Whitechapel 
using the large scale facts and statistics and forget that the thousands of people living in 
these areas had full lives beyond the small glimpses in the record. This resource aims to put 
the facts and statistics into the context of lives on the ground and provide a fuller picture of 
life in 1880s Whitechapel.

Background
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Booth Map 1898-9
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OS Map 1894-96
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George Duckworth’s Notebook - March 17th 1898
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Transcript

General Remarks

The Great Pearl Street district remains as black as it was 10 years ago. As the Dorset street 
district belongs to a dweller in it, ‘Mccarthy’ so this bit belongs to ‘Geringer’ an inhabitant of 
Little Pearl Street. The features of both these streets are common lodging houses for men, 
women & ‘doubles’ which are little better than brothels. Thieves, bullies and prostitutes 
are their inhabitants. The only black piece that has disappeared is that on the north side of 
Flower and Dean Street which has had to make way for the Rothschild dwellings. Union Court 
at the back of Fashion street which was dark blue has been demolished. Those who have 
been displaced, said French, have crowded into Bethnal Green or Walthamstow.

Betterment is noticeable in some of the larger streets such as Hanbury and Church Streets 
owing to the incoming of well to do Jews: and also in the courts south of OWMontagne Street 
owing to the displacement of rough English or Irish by poor but quiet Jews. 

The alteration of the Wesleyan Chapel to suit the requirements of a parish synagogue is 
characteristic of the change that has taken place in the neighbourhood.

Streets on the whole well paved – except Lt Pearl Street; all with cobbles. Houses in very 
fair repair and in many cases better than their inhabitants. Here as elsewhere it looks as if 
the landlords had had their attention affectually [sic] called to the state of their property 
especially in dark blue streets.

Common lodging houses also a feature. A great number of them but not one that French 
spoke of as having decent inhabitants.

Invasion of Jews. Small English colonies dotted about. Friction where the two live together in 
one street.

The roughest Public Houses are 1) that at the corner of Commercial Street and Wentworth 
Street the ‘George’ belonging to Truman Hanbury of Buxton 2) The beer house at the end of 
Dorset Street and the Public at the corner of Shepherd and Butler Street.

Industries, market porters and Hawkers among the English Cigar and tobacco making, 
tailoring and boot making amount the Jews.

French said that he hardly knew whether he ought to have an opinion about Public Houses 
but he thought that in the interests of sobriety there should be a greater number than there 
are. For he said you get drunkenness and rows where there was a crowd. If there were more 
houses there would be less crowding at the bars and it would be easier to refuse to serve 
those who had already had too much.

As to children fetching beer, he disapproved of their doing it but thought it was better for 
them then for their mothers to fetch it. ‘Mothers stay but children come away at once.’
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Look at Source One and Source Two. 

These maps cover the area of Spitalfields where our case study individuals lived.

Source One - The Booth Map:

	■ Can you find Commercial Street, Elder Street and Great Pearl Street (with Little Pearl 
Street leading off it to the south) on the map?

	■ What is being represented by the colour key of the map?
	■ What colours are Elder Street and Great Pearl Street?
	■ What does the map tell you about the living conditions of these roads? 

Source Two - The Ordnance Survey Map:

	■ Can you find Commercial Street, Elder Street and Great Pearl Street (with Little Pearl 
Street leading off it to the south) on the map?

	■ What buildings are named on the OS Map? What do they tell you about the area?
	■ P.H. stands for Public House or Pub, how many can you find in the area?

Sources One and Two:

	■ What other features can you find on both maps? (Train stations, markets, churches etc.)
	■ What do these features tell you about the area?

Look at Source Three

As part of Charles Booth’s research for his poverty map he sent inspectors to accompany 
police officers on their beats, walking around the streets of London and making notes on 
their observations. On March 17th 1898 George Duckworth walked with Sergeant French 
around the area west of Commercial Street before covering the area to the east on the 18th.

	■ How does George Duckworth describe the area and its inhabitants?
	■ Highlight the different nationalities and religions you can find mentioned. What does this 

tell you about the area?
	■ What occupations are listed?

	■ How does the description given here compare to your understanding of the area from 
the maps

Starter activity
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Fact Files

Hezekiah Moscow Mary Maddin

Eliza Moscow Alexander Munroe
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Name(s):

Age: 
(range within documents)

Job:

Known biography:

Unanswered questions:

Ca
se
 S
tu
cy
 O
ne
: 
He
ze
ki
ah
 M
os
co
w



Questions

Source one:

1.	 What kind of attractions can you see at the East London Aquarium?

2.	 What animals can you see?

3.	 This is situated in the Whitechapel area - can everyone go?

Source two:

4.	 What has Hezekiah Moscow been accused of?

5.	 Does the author agree with the charge? What reasons do they give?

Source three (a) and three (b):

6.	 What is this man’s name and occupation?

7.	 Why do you think these photographs have been taken?

8.	 What can we tell about this man’s life from his photographs?

9.	 What ideas does the photographer suggest by these two photographs of Ching Hook?

Source four:

10.	 What does this document reveal about Hezekiah Moscow and Ching Hook?

11.	 What can you learn about Sam Baxter?

12.	 What else is going on except the boxing match?

13.	 What evidence is there that Ching Hook is a successful boxer?

Add these details to your timeline

Sporting Life Advert 6th Jan 1888 - BNA
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Source One: Poster for the East London 
Aquarium, 1881
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Transcript

[Central text:]
East London Aquarium
Menagerie & Wax Work Exhibition
Bishopsgate Street
Opposite Worship Street adjoining Bishopsgate station on G.E.R.
Admission One Penny
Under new management
For detailed particulars see hand bills.

[Clockwise from top left]
[Illustration of sword fighting] Performances daily in the theatre at 2,4,6,8 & 10.
[Illustration of large archway and visitors entering] East London Aquarium Entrance
[Illustration of visitors looking at animals in cages] Bear & Monkey Room
[Illustration of lion tamer and lions watched by an audience] Lions perform daily at 3,7 & 9.30
[Illustration of public beside large bird cage] Rifle gallery, Bird shows etc.
[Illustration of three ‘cave’ alcoves] Cave with illuminated views.
[Illustration of public looking at waxworks] Wax works new addition with room over.
[Illustration of public walking around a fountain between aquarium tanks] Fountain, the tanks 
with seal etc.

Sir John Bennett in opening the new additions said “that the insitition to which the admission 
was only one penny, was a marvel. There was natural history and science for the million, 
there were wax-works and also a theatre. He congratulated the proprietor on his judgment, 
enterprise and liberal outlay.” Vide City Press, December 3, 1881.
“Sir John Bennett in a very characteristic speech described the East London Aquarium as a 
marvellous institution in the midst of a multitude of people, and opened at a price which 
brings it within reach of all. A penny is the coin of the people, he said, and he pointed out that 
it is now becoming respectable and even fashionable.” Vide Society, December 7th 1881.
[On right side] Sir John Bennett said “This place of entertainment was the wonder of many 
people. It was a marvellous institution.” Vide Eastern Argus, December 10th 1881.
[On left side] Sir John in opening the most recent additions to the show, expressed his 
approval of every attempt to provide cheap recreation. Hear, Hear! Vide the Referee, 
December 11th 1881.
[At bottom] “This place of entertainment has become exceedingly and, it may be added, 
deservedly popular in the neighbourhood in which it is situated.” Vide Sir John Bennett’s 
Speech, Daily News, December 2nd 1881.
“The exhibition is well worthy a visit, and is calculated to be a decided boon to London, sources 
of amusement being very limited indeed.” Vide The Citizen, December 3rd, 1881.
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Source Two: Shoreditch Observer - 16th February 
1884
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Transcript

February 16, 1884		  The Borough of Hackney Express and Shoreditch Observer

Alleged cruelty at the East London Aquarium

To the Editor of the Borough of Hackney Express and Shoreditch Observer

Sir, -  It is always unpleasant to be aspersed especially when calumnies [slander] cannot be 
refuted without delat, and when opponents and critics alike are dead to all sense of ordinary 
justice. Fortunately, however, it is possible to obtain an impartial hearing through your 
valuable columns, and I thank you in anticipation for publishing this letter. On Friday the 1st 
inst. Hezekiah Moscow, an employe of mine, was charged at the instance of the Royal Society 
for Prevention of Cruelty to Animals with cruelly ill treating some bears by beating them with 
a whip. The charge was brought by an officer named Utting who is now being proceeded 
against for perjury. Now although I have numerous witnesses of unimpeachable veracity to 
prove that Utting’s statements are simple untruths; although I have scientific evidence to 
prove the whip used - an unloaded ordinary light whip, open to anyone’s inspection - could 
not hurt a dog much less a bear; although I utterly deny that any cruelty is permitted here, yet 
the Daily Press has published and severly commented upon Utting’s unsupported testimony 
and has place me as proprietor of the Aq[u]arium under an unjust and abominable stigma.

I protest, sir, against exparte statements being accepted as facts. It is my misfortune that 
the case was dismissed upon a technical point, for had it been fully heard the innocence 
of Moscow would have been established. Fortunately it is possible to obtain justice even 
if delayed. The presiding magistrate himself has commented upon the “misleading” and 
“garbled” reports that have appeared, but his words, of course, have not been made public. 
I only ask for justice, for “a fair field and no favour.” With this given me I am confident that it 
will be proved that my establishment has been most unwarrantably aspersed. - I am, Sir, your 
obedient servant, 
Edward G Sim.
East London Aquarium, Bishopsgate.
Feb 7, 1884.
 

Glossary:

aspersed - to have your reputation attacked or criticised
calumnies - false and slanderous statements.
perjury - the offence of wilfully telling an untruth or making a misrepresentation under oath.
unimpeachable - not able to be doubted, questioned, or criticised; entirely trustworthy.
veracity - truthfulness, accuracy
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Source Three (a): COPY1/392 Ching Hook, boxer 
1888
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Source Three (b): COPY1/392 Ching Hook in 
private clothes 1888
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Source Four: Sporting Life Magazine - 6th 
January 1888
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Transcript

Sam Baxter and Ching Ghook at the Sebright Music Hall

Ever on the alert to secure a full share of patronage at this cosy, comfortable establishment, 
situate in Gloucester-street, Hackney road. The courteous caterer, Mr George E Belmont, has 
secured the services of Sam Baxter, the 9st 4lb boxing champion of the world, and Hezekiah 
Moscow, better known as Ching Ghook, the coloured champion, who commenced a six nights’ 
engagement on Monday evening, and appear at this hall to two “houses” each evening – viz., 
at eight and ten o’clock respectively. Our readers are well aware that some of the best talent 
have exhibited their ability on this stage, but none have proved more attractive than these 
boxers. Last evening (Thursday) every part of the house was well-filled. At the first “house,” 
after the band, under Mr. Fred. Bullen, had played an overture, the following programme was 
carried out to the letter: - Tom Gannon, topical vocalist: sisters Briggs, charming duettists; 
Charles Raymond, the one-legged phenomenon: Smythe Cronin, comic and descriptive 
vocalist; Charles Diamond, harpist and dancer; Harry Lynn and his clever daughters in the well-
written sketch “Defeated.” Punctually to time, Sam Baxter and Ching Ghook were introduced 
by the stage manager, Dave Gorman, and as they advanced to the footlights were most 
enthusiastically received. Both were faultlessly attired, and their sleeveless jerseys showed 
their biceps and triceps to perfection. Round 1. – Baxter led, but was cleverly countered, and 
he then parried with his right, and landed on the mark with his left. Some rapid exchanges 
brought on a smart rally, which terminated the round. Round 2. – Some very pretty feinting 
took place, which caused much amusement, especially amongst the fair sex, and led to Baxter 
landing on the face. Ching ducked out of danger several times very cleverly, but Sam would 
not be denied and got home on the jaw. Round 3. – Having the advantage in height and 
length of reach, Baxter again cut out the work, and decidedly used both weapons best. Ching, 
however, made a grand defence, and at its conclusion both were vociferously recalled, and 
bowed their acknowledgements. Tom Murray, the Whistling Wonder, and Professor Baker’s 
“Theatre of Arts” concluded the programme, which was repeated at the second display with 
similar results. For next week Mr. Belmont has engaged two couples of boxers viz,:- Jack Clark 
v. Punch Dowsett, and Fred Johnson v. Tommy Euston, all of whom will appear each night.
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39 Elder Street, Whitechapel in 2021

Questions

Source one:

1.	 What information does this census page reveal about the Maddin family?

2.	 Where have the family migrated from?

3.	 What professions can you see on the page? What does this suggest about the area?

4.	 How old is Mary Maddin in 1881

Source two:

5.	 What can you discover about the lives of Hezekiah and Mary Mosocw from this census 

record? Include as much detail as possible.

6.	 How many rooms do they have? How does this compare to their neighbours? 

7.	 What else does the census tell you about the area?

Source three:

8.	 Why is Marian writing to the editor of ‘Sporting Life’? 

9.	 What does this suggest about her life at this time?

10.	 Mary has written her name as Marian here, what does this suggest about the tone she is 

trying to portray?

Source four:

11.	 Why is Mary in the workhouse?

12.	 What can you learn about her life at the time from this document?

Add these details to your timeline
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Source One: 1881 Census - RG 11/1382
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The undermentioned Houses are situate within the Boundaries of the

Civil Parish or Township of Tottenham Ward of High Cross Town or Village of Hamlet of Tottenham Sanitary District of Tottenham Ecclesiastical Parish or District of Holy Trinity
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[1, Byron Villas] Emily E Nayler Step 
Daughter

16 Maker of artificial teeth Middlesex St 
Pancras

James H Nayler Step Son 15 Architecural moulder’s 
apprentice

Middlesex St 
Pancras

Amelia East Sister in Law Unm 34 maker of artificial teeth Middlesex St 
Pancras

2, Walnut Tree 
Villas

1 William T Bland Head Mar 40 railway clerk West Troy USA 
British Subject

Mary A Bland Wife Mar 42 Bramneston North 
Hants

William R Bland Son 12 scholar Middlesex St 
Pancras

John H Bland Son 8 scholar “
1, Walnut Tree 
Villas

1 William Gedney Head Mar 52 gardiner East Riding Yorkshire

Christiana Fedney Wife Mar 55 East Riding Yorkshire
2, Laurel Villas
1, Laurel Villas 1 George L Wilson Head Unm 34 Carpenter

Eliza Head Servant 58
2, Bath Villas 1 Stephen Maddin Head Mar 60 Floor-Cloth Printer Ireland, Clognakilty

Margaret Maddin Wife Mar 60 Ireland, Bantry
Stephen Maddin Son Unm 24 Floor-Cloth printer London
Ellen Maddin Daughter Unm 27 Surrey, Camberwell
Mary Maddin Daughter Unm 22 Middlesex, London

Total of Houses... 5 Total of Males and Females... 13 11



Source Two: 1891 Census - RG12/275
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Administrative County of London

Civil Parish of the Liberty of Norton Folgate Urban Sanitary of District of Whitechapel Parliamentary Borough or Division of Whitechapel Ecclesiastical Parish or District of St Marys Spitalfields
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62 36 Elder 
Street

1 2 William King Head M 39 Litho Printer X London Holborn

Mary Ann King Wife M 44 Laundress X Somerset 
Hambridge

Emma King S 19 Laundress X London Spitalfields
63 1 Hezekiah Moscow Head M 29 Traveller X West Indies

Mary Moscow Wife M 32 Bermondsey - Surrey
64 2 Emma Kingwell Head Wid 54 Waistcoat Maker X London Fore St

Clara Kingwell S 19 Waistcoat Maker X London Bishopsgate
65 2 Edward Norton Head S 28 Printer X London Bishopsgate

Elias Moss Lodger S 27 General Dealeer X London Whitechapel
Abraham Harris Lodger S 29 Newsvendor X London City
Andrew Neman Lodger S 23 Hawker X London 

66 23 Elder 
Street

1 2 Henry Bradley Head M 75 Berkshire

Esther Bradley Wife M 80 Berkshire
Liney Ward Lodger S 30 General Labourer X London Spitalfields

67 2 Rebecca Patten Head Wid 57 Underclothing 
machinist

X Abingdon 
Cambridgeshire

Mary Elizabeth 
Patten

S 26 Refreshment shop 
assistant

X Abingdon 
Cambridgeshire

Evelina Blance 
Patten

S 23 Underclothing 
needlehand

X London Shoreditch

68 4 Rose Ann Sizzey Head Wid 52 x London
Miriam Hibble Sister S 43 Vest maker x Essex Colchester
Charles Albert 
Jones

S 22 Medical student Monmouthshire

11 Total of Houses and Tenements with less than Five Rooms… 3 11 Total of Males and Females 17



Transcript

Source Three: The Sporting Life, July 13 1892

Ching Ghook Wanted
To the Editor of the “Sporting Life”
Sir, - My husband, Hezekiah Moscow, better known as Ching Ghook, has been missing from 
home since March 30 last. I cannot trace him anywhere, nor can the police. I feel convinced 
that he must have met with harm, and I should indeed be thankful if some one could find 
him, as I cannot believe that he has deserted me and my infant. I thought if I explained my 
case some members of the sporting fraternity would kindly help me, as I am in great need of 
assistancem as I only earn seven shillings per week, and I have to support my baby out of that. 
I should be truly thankful if anyone would take an interest in my case for the sake of my little 
one: or if by some means my husband could be found, as he was a good husband and a kind 
father. - Yours, &c., 
Marian Moscow.
27, Gun-street, Spitalfields, July 11, 1892.
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TranscriptSource Four: Whitechapel Infirmary - Workhouse 
Admission and Discharge Records, 1908
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SourceTranscript

Heading Entry
No. 2795
Date: 1908 Monday 21st December
Name: Moscow, Mary
Age: 49
Where admitted from: 30 College Buildings
Own or Friend’s home?: |
Shelter:
Lodging House:
Homeless or Institution:
Workhouse:
Born:
Married or single: Widow of Hezekiah
Calling: A tailor’s dresser
Cause of Admission: Septic wrist
Religion: R C [Roman Catholic]
By whose order admitted: Dr Robertson
Time admitted: 9.5
Ward sent to:  E2
Settlement: Belongs
Date of Discharge: 7.1.09
Remarks:
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George Yard Ragged School illustration
- Wellcome Collection

Questions

Source one:

1.	 What can you learn about Eliza Moscow from this document?

2.	 George Yard School is a ‘ragged’ school. What does this tell you about Eliza’s life?

Source two:

3.	 What can you learn about Eliza Moscow from this document?

4.	 Where was Eliza’s previous school according to this document? What might that suggest 

about her life?

Source three:

5.	 What can you learn about Mary and Eliza’s life from this document?

6.	 How would you describe their living situation?

7.	 What else can the census tell you about the area?

Source four:

8.	 What can you learn about Eliza’s life from this document?

Add these details to your timeline
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Source One: George Yard School Admissions 
Register 1895
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Admission 
no

Date of Admission
Name in Full

Date of Birth Parent or Guardian
Last School (if any)

Date of Leaving
Remarks

Year Month Day Year Month Day Name Address Year Month Day

801 95 1 28 Morris William 89 9 15 William 12 Runsly Place None

802 95 1 28 Cavalier Henry 89 6 15 Edward 11 Carter Street All saints 95 5 6

803 95 2 4 Herbert Frederick 92 1 29 Walter 2 Hanover Place None

804 95 2 4 Day Mary A 89 7 5 John 6 Brick Lane Bath Street 95 5 6 7.16.95 readmitted

805 95 2 4 Hayes William 91 8 14 John 59 Wentworth None 95 6 1

806 95 2 5 Wright Harriet 89 8 20 Alfred 22 Thrawl Street Collingwood Street 95 6 24

807 95 2 6 Daniels John 92 1 George 2 Romford Street None

591 95 2 25 Bowles George 90 8 7 George 12 Brick Lane This

808 95 2 25 Thompson Thomas 90 3 26 George 12 Brick Lane Somerford Street

809 95 2 27 Piper Thomas 91 2 27 Charles 8 Underwood None 94 3 25

654 95 2 28 Ingham Harriet 90 5 17 James This 96 9 14

810 95 3 12 Lewis Ann 91 5 24 Joseph 15 Nottingham Bath Street 95 7 1

811 95 3 18 Neil Edward 91 6 19 Edward 53 Chicksands None 95 10 7 Dead

812 95 3 11 Walker John 90 8 11 George 7 Normanst None 95 8 26

813 95 3 25 Webb John 90 5 12 John 12 Whites Row Dormitory

814 95 3 25 Baker Nathaniel 89 6 29 John 75 Cable Street St Johns 95 6 24

815 95 3 25 Lappidge Edward 91 12 26 Mary Edward 93 Cressey House None 95 10 14

816 95 3 25 Wright Louisa 91 4 19 Alfred None 96 7 3

817 95 3 26 Lawrence Edward 89 7 10 Edward Highgate 95 6 17

818 95 3 27 Hadley John 91 1 31 William 181 None

819 95 4 1 Anderson Ellen 91 2 8 James Whites Row Shelter Dormitory 95 4 22 95.1.6 readmitted

820 95 4 1 Cavalier Edward 90 12 Edward 11 Carter Street All Saints 95 5 6

821 95 4 2 Coots George 90 5 11 Martin 101 Rothschilds Buildings St Judes

822 95 4 2 Stachenberg Abraham 90 12 Zacharias 2 Spectacle Alley None

823 95 4 2 Moscow Eliza 91 6 18 Hezekiah 36 White Lion Street None

824 95 4 2 Russell Kate 90 7 27 Mary 5 Little George Street None 96 3 27

825 95 4 22 Tigg James 90 2 4 James 182 Lolsworth Buildings St Judes

789 95 4 22 Holt Charles 88 3 14 William 27 Whites Row This

790 95 4 22 Holt Andrew 91 2 22 William 27 Whites Row This

826 95 4 22 Maddanes Louisa 92 3 25 Albert 1 Flower & Dean Street None 96 10 12

827 95 4 22 Samsan Annie 90 6 28 George 3 Buckle Street Buildings None

732 95 4 29 Conyers Mary 91 2 14 George 3 Lolsworth Street This

828 95 4 29 Wiltcher George 89 10 28 Walter 23 New Street

786 95 4 29 Wakefield Elizabeth 89 11 Charles 75 Wentworth Street This

787 95 4 29 Wakefield Emma 90 11 30 Charles 75 Wentworth Street This

829 95 4 30 Nadle George 90 3 3 George 3 Osbourne Place None 95 7 1



Source Two: St Josephs School Tower Hamlets 
London School Admissions and Discharges 1902
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Ad
m

is
si

on
 

no
.

Date of 
Admission or 
Readmission

Full name of child Name of parent or 

guardian

Address Date of birth Name of Last 

School

Date of last 
attendance at 
this school

Cause of leaving Remarks

Day Month Year Day Month Year Day Month Year

1 2 6 1902 Albert Cash Henry Cash 31 Quaker St 15 8 98 None

2 9 6 1902 Walter West Mr Hughes 5 Dorset St 26 12 97 None 5 12 1902

3 9 6 1902 Clara Robertson Mr Whately 29 Gt Pearl St 8 12 92 Brick Lane 12 7 1903

4 25 8 1902 Jane Bolster Mr Bolster 6 Chapel St 10 11 98 None 5 11 1902

5 25 8 1902 Mary Nunn Mrs Nunn Paternoster Row 4 9 94 19 9 1902

6 25 8 1902 George Hinton Mr Hinton 15 Artillery Passage 24 9 99 None 18 1 1904

7 25 8 1902 Ellen McGuire Mr McGuire 4 Wheeler St 11 8 99 None

8 25 8 1902 Margaret Courtney Mrs Rose Courtney 14 Rose Alley 8 99 None 2 12 1902

9 25 8 1902 Mary Anne O’Connel Mr O’Connel 8 Dorset St 23 7 99 None

10 26 8 1902 Lily Stringer Mr Stringer 10 Earl St 27 10 89 Coleman St 27 8 1902

11 27 8 1902 Mary Reynolds Mr Reynolds 15 Mansell St 15 11 92 Prescot St 6 1902

12 27 8 1902 Jeremiah Donaghue Mr Framer 5 Crispin St 15 11

13 1 9 1902 Thomas McCarthy Mr McCarthy 8 Dorset St 7 9 97 None

14 1 9 1902 Florence Smith Mr Smith 20 Whites Row 3 96

15 1 9 1902 John Smith Mr Smith 20 Whites Row 3 98

16 1 9 1902 Ethel Servant Mr Servant 2 Elder Place, Fleur de lis 2 6 97

17 8 9 1902 Christian Warren Nancy Warren 13 Dorset St 19 7 96 St Matthias Rd

18 15 9 1902 Walter Davies Mrs Davies 3 Artillery Passage 4 10 98

19 15 9 1902 Charlotte Davies Mrs Davies 3 Artillery Passage 8 7 94

20 25 9 1902 Rose Scott Mrs Scott Homeless 27 2 93 2 10 1905 Sent to Industrial School

21 25 9 1902 Albert Webster Frederick Webster 28 1/2 Spital Sqr 23 9 99 None

22 8 10 1902 Eliza Moscow M. A. Moscow 34 White Lion St 18 6 91 Spicer St

23 21 10 1902 Annie Warringer Mr Warringer Homeless 16 5 94 12 6 1905 Workhouse

24 21 10 1902 Ada Warringer Mr Warringer Homeless 9 9 97 12 6 1905 Workhouse

25 21 10 1902 Mary Quinlan Mr Quinlan Dorset St 3 4 98

26 21 10 1902 Margaret Lockhart Mr Lockhart 1 Blossom St 31 3 89 Spicer St 31 10 1902 To return to Spicer St

27 21 10 1902 Kate Lockhart Mr Lockhart 1 Blossom St 5 1 92 Spicer St

28 21 10 1902 M.A. Lockhart Mr Lockhart 1 Blossom St 8 9 96 Spicer St

29 5 11 1902 Patrick Clarke Mr Clarke Homeless 16 1 96 None 28 11 1902 Wandering

30 10 11 1902 Thomas Carroll Mr Caroll Wheeler St 2 5 97

31 10 11 1902 Mary A Harvey - 30 Crispin St 4 3 98 None

32 11 11 1902 Ethel Andrews Mr Andrew Homeless 23 10 94 St James 5 12 1902 Wandering

33 17 11 1902 Constance Plymouth Mr Plymouth 5 Dorset St 10 9 97 None 27 2 1903 Wandering

34 17 11 1902 Margret Carroll Mrs Carroll 8 Dorset St 9 4 95 George Yard

35 17 11 1902 George Carroll Mrs Carroll 8 Dorset St 24 12 97 George Yard 3 2 1902

35 1/2 17 11 1902 Kate Tomlin Mrs Tomlin 8 Dorset St



Source Three: 1911 Census, Spitalfields - 
RG14/1463
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Census of England and Wales, 1911

Name and Surname Relationship 
to Head of 
Family

Age Particulars as to 
Marriage

Profession or Occupation Birthplace Nationality

M F
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16

1 Solomon Aarons Head 33 4 1/2 School 
Teacher

London (St Mary 
Whitechapel)

British Subject 
by Parentage

2 Annie Aarons Wife 28 4 1/2 1 1 - London (St Mary 
Whitechapel)

British Subject 
by Parentage

3 Rose Aarons Daughter 3 1/2 - London (Christ 
Ch Spitalfields)

British Subject 
by Parentage

4 Mary Ann Moscow Lodger 51 Widow 21 1 1 - Office 
Cleaner + 
Caretaker

London 
(Bermondsey)

5 Eliza Moscow Daughter of 
(4) above

19 Single Office 
Cleaner + 
Caretaker

London (Norton 
Folgate)

Total
I certify that:-
1) All the ages on this schedule are entered in 
the proper sex columns
2) I have counted the males and females 
in columns 3 and 4 separately, and have 
compared their sum with the total number of 
persons
3) After making the necessary enquiries I have 
completed all entries on the schedule which 
appeared to be defective, and have corrected 
such as appeared to be erroneous.
Initials of Enumerator MW

Males Females Persons

1 4 5
Write below the number of 
rooms in this dwelling (house 
tenement or apartment). 
Count the kitchen as a room 
but do not count scullery, 
landing, lobby, closet, 
bathroom; nor warehouse, 
office, shop.
(Five) 5

I declare that this schedule is 
correctly filled up to the best of my 
knowledge and belief.
Signature S A Aarons
Postal Address 107 Commercial St 
Spitalfields E 



Page from the transcript books for the national registration of the civilian 
population that took place on the evening of 29 September 1939

Source Four: 1939 Register - RG 101/1698E
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E.D.Letter Code DHGT              Borough, U.D or R.D (part of) Dartford M.B.                       Registration District and Sub District 43/2

Address Schedule Surnames and Other Names O, V, 
S, P 
or I

M 
or 
F

BIRTH S, M, 
W or 
D

Personal occupation See Instructions

No Sub 
no

DAY YEAR

33 Summerhouse Drive 103 1 Westerman Thomas F M 28 Oct 12 M Estate owners office clerk

2 Westerman Medeline D F 23 Apr 08 M unpaid domestic duties

31 Summerhouse Drive 104 -

29 Summerhouse Drive 105 1 Heath George A M 2 Apr 81 M Electric meter records clerk PWC 567/4502

2 Heath Florence F 19 Sept 82 M unpaid domestic duties

3 Mears George A M 18 Jun 13 S Power station control engineer Office Cadet 

27A Summerhouse Drive 106 1 Porterfield Willliam E M 31 Aug 05 M Heating + ventilating engineer

2 Porterfield Mary F 8 Aug 11 M unpaid domestic duties W.V.S.

27 Summerhouse Drive 107 1 Parker Albert E.B. M 26 Dec 05 M Grain warehouse keeper

2 Parker Rosina L F 19 Apr 09 M unpaid domestic duties

25 Summerhouse Drive 108 -

23 Summerhouse Drive 109 1 Judge James M 10 Oct 65 M Retired police inspector

2 Judge Mary A F 6 Oct 65 M unpaid domestic duties

21 Summerhouse Drive 110 1 Gillies Andrew T M 23 Aug 98 M Engineer fitter

2 Gillies Vera R F 21 Nov 05 M unpaid domestic duties

19 Summerhouse Drive 111 1 Slowley Ada F F 12 Jan 01 M unpaid domestic duties

2 Slowley Rueben H L M 3 Sept 22 S agricultural engineers assitant fitter

17 Summerhouse Drive 112 1 Elliott Arthur S M 11 July 70 M chartered secretary

2 Elliott Fanny F 10 Feb 71 M unpaid domestic duties

3 Duckworth Abigail A F 14 Apr 58 W drapery retired

15 Summerhouse Drive 113 1 Leonard Ernest W M 23 Nov 03 M electrical tester P O Engineer dept

2 Leonard Cason Hilda E E F 3 Feb 14 M unpaid domestic duties

3 Leonard Elms Baby Marjorie A F 3 Sept 39 S under school age

4 Parry Herbert M 24 Mar 70 W gardener

13 Summerhouse Drive 114 1 Thompson Henry F M 24 July 79 M postman retired

2 Thompson Eliza M F 18 June 91 M unpaid domestic duties

11 Summerhouse Drive 115 1 Noise Charles W M 3 Nov 73 M retired stockholder army ordnance services

2 Noise Jessie L F 20 Apr 78 M unpaid domestic duties

3 Noise Doris E F 18 Nov 01 S ministry of labour statistical clerk registered blood donor

9 Summerhouse Drive 116 1 Ward Charles F M 31 Oct 70 M retired post office sorter

2 Ward Nelly F 14 Apr 71 M unpaid domestic duties

3 Ward Freda N F 25 Nov 07 S hand embroidery designer royal school of needlework

7 Summerhouse Drive 117 1 Gyselman Warner C M 11 Jun 92 M hairdresser assistant A-R- warden (part time)

2 Gyselman Mabel E F 13 Aug 93 M unpaid domestic duties
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Name(s):

Age: 
(range within documents)

Job:

Known biography:

Unanswered questions:



Alexander Munro’s headstone in 2021, Manor Park Road Cemetary, Ilford. 
© Sarah Elizabeth Cox

Questions

Source one:

1.	What can you find out about Alexander Munroe from this document?

Source two:

2.	What has happened to Alexander Munroe?

3.	What does Thomas M’Carthy’s arrest tell you about Whitechapel at the time?

4.	How long had Alexander lived at the boarding house? What does this tell you about his 

life?

Source three (a) and three (b):

5.	What can you learn about the relationship between Munroe and Hewington from these 

documents?

6.	How did the landlord react to the event? What does this tell you about Whitechapel at the 

time?

7.	What does the nurse say about Alexander’s reaction?

Source four:

8.	What occupation does the illustrated Police News give for Alexander? Does this match the 

other documents?

9.	Why does an ‘illustrated police news’ exist? What does it tell you about life at the time?

10.	 Does the portrayal match the other reports?

Sources five (a) and five (b):

11.	 What does the document reveal about the relationship between Alexander Munroe and 

Ching Hook?

12.	 What was the Professional Boxing Association opinion of Alexander?

13.	 How would you describe Alexander’s funeral from the document?

14.	 What does this reveal about his life in Whitechapel?

Add these details to your timeline

What do the documents reveal about the inhabitants?  The Boxers of Whitechapel



Source One: 1881 Census, Rochester - RG11/885
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Administrative County of London

Civil Parish of St Nicholas Urban Sanitary of District of Rochester Parliamentary Borough of Rochester

N
o.

 o
f s

ch
ed

ul
e

Road, street &c and 
no. or name of house

Houses Name and Surname of 
each person

Relation 
to head of 
family

Co
nd

iti
on

 a
s 

to
 

m
ar

ri
ag

e

Age last 
birthday

Rank, Profession or occupation Where Born If Deaf 
and 
dumb, 
blind, 
lunatic, 
imbecile 
or idiot

in
ha

bi
te

d

un
in

ha
bi

te
d 

or
 b

ui
ld

in
g M F

26 28 High St George Inn Henry Griffin Lodger Unm 29 Stonemason Gloucester Bristol

27 28 High St George Inn Joseph Fowler Lodger Wid 29 Painter Unemployed Gloucester Bristol

28 28 High St George Inn Alexander H Monroe Lodger Unm 30 Marriner Jamaica

29 28 High St George Inn Thomas Mansfield Head Mar 29 Musician Middlesex Holborn

Louisa Mansfield Wife Mar 28 Middlesex St Pancras

30 29 High St William S. Bemroes Head Mar 28 Ironmonger (Employ(d) Lincolnshire Long Newington

Mary Elizabeth Bemroes Wife Mar 26 Pacific Ocean British Subject

Mary Bemroes Daughter 11 

months

Kent Rochester

Henry Dorset Assistant Unm 18 Ironmonger Essex Southend

Martha A Crocker Servant Unm 16 General Servant (Domestic) Kent Maidstone

31 30 High St Richard Cracknell Head Mar 48 Bank Manager Suffolk Hoyne

Emma Cracknell Wife Mar 47 Suffolk Hadleigh

Emma E Cracknell Daughter Unm 22 Norfolk Norwich

Ellen Kathlen Cracknell Daughter Unm 19 Norfolk Norwich

Elizabeth M Cracknell Daughter Unm 16 Norfolk Norwich

Richard John Cracknell Son 14 Scholar Norfolk Yarmouth

Edward Ernest Cracknell Son 13 Scholar Norfolk Yarmouth

William Charles Cracknell Son 11 Scholar Norfolk Yarmouth

Alfred Edwin Cracknell Son 9 Scholar Norfolk Yarmouth

Ethel May Cracknell Daughter 7 Scholar Norfolk Yarmouth

Alice Louise Cracknell Daughter 6 Scholar Norfolk Yarmouth

Agnes Sing Servant Unm 20 Cook Servant (Domestic) Suffolk Cookley

31 HighSt Robert Collins Head Mar 30 Newsaper Reporter + Stationers manager Kent Halling

Ada Emily Collins Wife Mar 29 Kent Chatham

Ernest John Collins Son 4 Kent Rochester

Total of Houses... 3 0 Total of Males and Females... 13 12



Source Two: Lloyd’s Weekly Newspaper - 13 
September 1885
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ALLEGED MURDER IN SPITALFIELDS

At Worship-street police-court, on Tuesday, Thomas MCarthy, 17, labourer, was charged with 
the manslaughter of a man named Alexander Munroe, by stabbing him on the night of the 
5th inst. Police serjeant 15 H said that early that morning he received certain information 
from a man named Richard Butler, in consequence of which he made inquiries at the 
London hospital, and learned that a man named Alexander Munroe was lying dead there 
from a wound in the abdomen. Afterwards witness proceeded to a lodging-house, 6, Little 
Pearl-street, Spitalfields and there apprehended the prisoner, whom he found in bed, and 
charged him with killing the man, Alexander Munroe. The prisoner said “It was not me; I 
was in bed at the time.” - Mr Hannay: The man died at the hospital. Was no statement taken 
from him; no magistrate sent for? - The Serjeant: No, sir; and  the police knew nothing of 
the matter until the man Butler went to the station. - Richard Butler, a shoemaker, said 
that at the time in question, Saturday, the 5th, he was a lodger in the house, 6, Little Pearl-
street. The prisoner was also a lodger, and the deceased man, Munroe, he knew had been 
lodging in the house for years. At about 12.20 on the Saturday morning, witness, having 
taken some beer into the common kitchen, was sitting there, and saw the prisoner cutting 
tobacco on the corner of a table. Munroe entered, and put his arm on the prisoner’s neck 
in play, and witness saw the prisoner push him, but there was no roughness. In about two 
minutes Munro staggered, and said he was stabbed. Witness said he could not believe it, 
but on looking he saw the man was bleeding from a wound on the right side, just below the 
ribs. There was a little blood, but witness thought it only a scratch, and as Munroe refused 
to go the hospital, witness left him and went to bed - Detective serjeant Rolfe, H division, 
said that there was a number of witnesses in court to say that the prisoner was not the 
“Little Tommy” who stabbed the man. The house in question was a resort of thieves, and 
the prisoner himself had been wanted for watch robbery; but there was some doubt now 
whether a mistake had not been made as to this matter. - Other witnesses were then called, 
who said a different man altogether had stabbed deceased. - Mr Hannay commented 
strongly on the fact that deceased was in the hospital on Saturday and Sunday, and died on 
Monday morning, and no deposition was taken. On the application of the police, he decided 
to remand the prisoner to give time for the fullest inquiry.

ANOTHER ARREST

 Thomas Hewington, 26, described as a labourer, was brought up at Worship-street on 
Wednesday, charged with the manslaughter of Alexander Munro, by stabbing him in the 
kitchen of a lodging house in Little Pearl-street, Spitalfields, on the night of the 4th inst. - on 
the previous day Thomas M’Carthy was before the court on the same charge, but it became 
clear in the course of the case that the wrong man had been arrested. - Detective-serjeant 
Rolfe, H division, deposed to arresting Hewington at nine o’clock that morning in a lodging-
house in star-street. Commercial-road. Prisoner was in bed at the time, and whn told what 
he would be charged with, replied, “I’m glad you’ve come. I know all about it. I am sorry 
for poor Alec.” He afterwards made a statement to the effect that the negro had entered 

Transcript
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Transcript

the kitchen of the lodging house drunk and calling them all bad names, and he, Hewington, 
whilst cutting some tobacco, lost his temper and struck Munroe with the knife he was using. 
He added that he was sorry for it, and had gone to see Munroe at the hospital where he had 
told the nurse that he (Hewington) had stabbed the man. - Mr. Hannay said it would not be 
necessary to take the evidence of hte other witnesses against the prisoner. It was a case which 
he should remit to the Public prosecutor, as it would require to be thoroughly sifted. The lad 
M’Carthy must be discharged, but would be held in custody on the information of the police 
that he was wanted for robbery from the person, which charge could be fone into when he 
was brought up next week. - Hewington being asked if he wished to make any statement, 
though advised that he had better not do so, said “I am sorry for what I did, and very sorry for 
Alec.” He was then remanded in custody.

On Thursday Sir John Humphreys held an inquest at the London hospital on the body of 
Alexander Hayes Munroe, aged about 35 years, a pugilist, and a man of colour, who died from 
the effects of a stab inflicted by a man named Thomas Ewington. - Henry Cook of 6 Little PEarl-
street Spitalfields said his wife was the deputy of a common loding house. He had known 
deceased as a lodger on and off for about four or five years. On Saturday the deceased came 
home about midnight and was then very drunk. On going into the kitchen witness heard him 
say, “You dirty dogs.” Another man was there, and his name was Thomas Ewington. The latter 
when he saw him was cutting a piece of tobacco. On turning round witness saw the deceased 
wriggling about “as though he had a punch in the wind.” Mr Walter Blakston, house surgeon 
at the London hospital, said he had made a post-mortem examination. In the centre of the 
small intestine was a small wound a quarter of an inch in depth, from which had exuded some 
irritating matter which set up inflammation. That brought about death. The jury returned a 
verdict of “Manslaughter” against Thomas Ewington.
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Source Three (a): F.A. Gehringer’s Deposition  
CRIM1/23/2
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TranscriptSource Three (b): Nurse Goodwin’s Deposition 
CRIM1/23/2
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SourceTranscript

Frederick Adam Gehringer (duly sworn)
I am the Proprietor of 6 Little Pearl Street a Registered Common Lodging House. On Saturday 
5th September about 7 oc[lock] (morning) I had a conversation with a man named Thomas 
Hewington in the kitchen and others about the deceased being stabbed. I said it was a 
shame as he was such an inoffensive man upon which Hewington said “I stabbed him” I 
again repeated it was a shame and he (Hewington) then said suppose it was an accident. I 
said I could not understand how an accident could have occurred in that manner. He said he 
was very sorry and miserable for what he had done both have lodged there on and off for 
some time. I never knew of any quarrel between them. Hewington afterwards said it was an 
accident. I did not inform the police. I did not know that I ought.
(signed) Frederick A Gehinger.

Charlotte Goodwin (duly sworn)
I am a nurse in this hospital and had the care of the deceased. On Monday the 7th September 
about 3 to 4 am the deceased was visited by a man and he told me that he had stabbed him. 
He had asked me before if he was in a dangerous condition. He volunteered that statement. 
There was another man with him. They then left. The other man was not within hearing when 
he said this. Other man was at the bedside of the deceased. I think I could recognise the man 
who made the statement. I spoke to the deceased about his injury. He said he did not quite 
know. He was so drunk that he had a knife in him but it was an accident. He died about 4 
oclock the same morning shortly after the 2 men left.
(signed) Charlotte Goodwin
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Source Four: Illustrated Police News - 10 
October 1885
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Source Five (a): Sporting Life - 9 September 1885

Source Five (b): Tavistock Gazette - 18 September 1885
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PROFESSIONAL BOXING ASSOCIATION

Death of Alec Munro - Last evening (Tuesday) a meeting was convened at their head-
quarters, Mr W. Richardson’s the Blue Anchor, Church-street, Shoreditch, under the 
impression that poor Alec was friendless. Mr J Kinfton occupied the chair, and was faced 
by Mr W Goode and amongst those who attended were most of the prominant members. 
In opening proceedings the chairman stated this was one of the emergencies whih the 
association had been formed to provide for. Since the announcement had appeared in the 
Sporting Life he had been informed that the deceased’s friend and pupil “Ching Ghook” had 
already taken the matter in hand, and had commenced a subscription to defray the funeral 
expenses. He need not say this reflected the highest credit on that boxer, who would now 
state his views. “Ching Ghook” who was much affected, stated the deceased had been the 
means of making him a boxer, and as they had always been fast friends, he should take 
it as a favour if they would allow him to carry out the funeral arrangements as a mark of 
respect and gratitude to his benefactor. This was at once acceeded to, and it was announced 
that subscriptions would be received by Mr Richardson, the Blue Anchor, Church-street, 
Shoreditch and Mr Neary, of the Grffin, High-street, Shoreditch. It being understood that 
if there was any deficiency it should be defrayed out of the funds of the association. The 
funeral will take place at the Ilford Cemetary on Sunday afternoon next, starting from Mr 
Neary’s, the Griffin, as above, at two o’clock.

FUNERAL OF A COLOURED PUGILIST

On Sunday afternoon there was an extraordinary scene at the funeral of Alexander Munroe, 
the coloured pugilist, who was fatally stabbed at a common lodging house in Pearl-street, 
Spitalfields. Bethnal-green-road and its surroundings were thronged by a dense mass of 
vehicles and pedestrians, and when the open funeral car containing the coffin of deceased 
started for Ilford Cemetary, it was computed that there could not have been less than 
20,000 persons present. The deceased who was well known in pugilistic circles, had been in 
England 15 years, having come from King’s Town, Jamaica, in 1870. He had been engaged in 
a large number of prize fights, one of his first encounters being with “Billy Crane.” this was 
fought on Wanstead Flats, in May, 1880, and lasted over an hour and a half, finally ending 
in a draw. His next fight was with a coloured man, known as the “Meat Market Black,” whom 
he easily beat in two rounds. He afterwards had an encounter with one of his pupils, “Ching 
Hook.” This was at first fought with gloves, both men being backed heavily. Nothing  came 
of this, however, and in 1882 the contest was renewed in a public-house in Shoreditch, for a 
purse of gold, with a similar result, the struggle having lasted on hour and 20 minutes. The 
deceased was also engaged in several other minro fights in which he generally came off the 
victor.

[Glossary: pugilist - a boxer or fighter, particularly professional boxers.]

Transcript
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All documents held by TNA unless otherwise stated below:

Activity One:

	■ Extract of the Booth Map - Maps Descriptive of London Poverty. LSE - BOOTH/E/1/5
	■ OS London 1:1,056 - Sheet VII.57, Publication date: 1896 - Reproduced with the 

permission of the National Library of Scotland
	■ George H. Duckworth’s Notebook: Police and Publican District 7. 1898. LSE BOOTH/B/351

Hezekiah Moscow:

	■ East London Aquarium Poster 	  © The British Library Board Evan.421
	■ Shoreditch Observer - 16th February 1884 © The British Library Board, British 

Newspaper Archive (BNA)
	■ COPY1/392 Ching Hook, boxer 1888, Ching Hook in private clothes
	■ Sporting Life Magazine - 6th January 1888 © The British Library Board, BNA

Mary Moscow nee. Maddin:

	■ 1881 Census - RG 11/1382
	■ 1891 Census - RG12/275
	■ The Sporting Life, July 13 1892 © The British Library Board, BNA
	■ Workhouse Admission and Discharge Records, Tower Hamlets, 1908. London 

Metropolitan Archives; London, England; Reference Number: STBG/WH/123/044

Eliza Moscow:

	■ George Yard School. London Metropolitan Archives; London, England; School Admission 
and Discharge Registers; Reference: LCC/EO/DIV05/GEY/AD/001

	■ St Josephs School Tower Hamlets London. London Metropolitan Archives; London, 
England; School Admission and Discharge Registers; Reference: LCC/EO/DIV05/STJOS/
AD/002

	■ 1911 Census RG14 /1463
	■ 1939 Register RG 101/1698E

Alec Munro:

	■ 1881 Census, Rochester - RG11/885
	■ Lloyd’s Weekly Newspaper - 13 September 1885 © The British Library Board, BNA
	■ Central Criminal Court Depositions CRIM 1/23/2
	■ Illustrated Police News - 10 October 1885 © The British Library Board, BNA
	■ Sporting Life - 9 September 1885 © The British Library Board, BNA
	■ Tavistock Gazette - 18 September 1885 © The British Library Board, BNA

Source List:

What do the documents reveal about the inhabitants?  The Boxers of Whitechapel



Did you know? 

The National Archives Education Service also offers free taught sessions onsite in 
Kew and online.

Too far to Kew? Join us for a live online workshop and we’ll come to you! Our 
sessions are free, fun and interactive. Students can explore high quality digital 
images of original documents with the guidance of an Education Officer. They will 
make their own interpretations about the past and answer a historical enquiry 
based on this evidence.

We carry out our online taught sessions using Zoom or Blackboard Collaborate. 
This technology enables students to chat and exchange ideas with the Education 
Officer using the mic or chat-box; to work in groups using break-out rooms; and 
to annotate and share their ideas using the whiteboard area.

Our Onsite Workshops are available for free here at The National Archives and 
allow students to experience genuine original documents reflecting over 1000 
years of history. From Elizabeth I’s signature to the telegrams of the sinking 
Titanic, students love the wow-factor of being able to see real history on the desk 
in front of them.

Find out more:

nationalarchives.gov.uk/education

facebook.com/TheNationalArchivesEducationService

twitter.com/UKNatArcEdu

education@nationalarchives.gov.uk

https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/sessions-and-resources/?resource-type=online-workshop
https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/sessions-and-resources/?resource-type=workshop
https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/
https://www.facebook.com/TheNationalArchivesEducationService
https://twitter.com/UKNatArcEdu
mailto:education%40nationalarchives.gov.uk?subject=
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