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This document is a medical report of Alice M Pym, who was part of the Queen Mary 

Auxiliary Army Corps, and whose medal card is also held at The National Archives. 

 

The Women’s Army Auxiliary Corps, later known as the Queen Mary Auxiliary Army 

Corps was formed by the War Office in December 1916. It was designed to relieve 

more men from non-combatant duties to be able to fight, while women replaced them 

in roles such as mechanics, cooking, administration and transport. Eventually 9,000 

women served in these QMAAC roles in France and by the end of the war more than 

50,000 women had joined the WAAC, working in places such as France, Belgium 

and Italy. 

 

In this report Alice is identified as being depressed. The report was completed during 

Alice’s stay at a detention hospital in Dieppe, close to where she would have likely 

been working in France. 

 

Shellshock, now known as post-traumatic stress was commonly associated with men 

during war time. However many women, such as those in the QMAAC, worked close 

to enemy action and were equally at risk from the trauma of war.  

 

This document is one of a sample of representative medical records of servicemen 

and women from the First World War. However a number of boxes focus specifically 

on Women’s Services, documenting illness and injuries incurred by women in 

various services including the Voluntary Aid Detachment; Nursing Sisters; Scots 

Women's Hospital; Women's League and Women's Royal Navy Service.  
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