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'Mata Hari' alias MCLEOD Margaretha Geertruida (Marguerite Gertrude): 
executed by the French in 1917 for accusations of spying for Germany 

 
1914-1924 

 
This document is one of two files in The National Archives collection concerning 

Mata Hari, the notorious First World War female spy and entertainer. 

The files are part of the KV 2 series, which include security service personnel files 

some of which contain material about organisations and individuals involved in 

espionage or under surveillance during the period of the First World War.  

Mata Hari was born Margaretha Geertruida Zelle in 1876. Following separation from 

her husband, Captain Rudolph MacLeod, in 1905 she began dancing professionally 

in Europe as ‘Lady MacLeod’ and later changed her name to Mata Hari, meaning 

‘eye of the day’ (the sun) in Malay. A glamorous, attractive and somewhat risqué 

performer, she was a popular performer in many cities. 

Mata Hari was reportedly recruited to spy for the French in German-occupied 

Belgium, but had already agreed to pass information to a German intelligence officer.  

In February 1917 she was arrested in Paris on suspicion of espionage and tried by 

military court that July. Convicted, she was executed by firing squad on October 15 

1917.   

There is some discrepancy over the story of Mata Hari and her guilt or innocence. 

She was exculpated by Germany in 1930. 



The National Archives' reference KV 2/1

© Crown Copyright

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/legal/copyright.htm


The National Archives' reference KV 2/1

© Crown Copyright

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/legal/copyright.htm


The National Archives' reference KV 2/1

© Crown Copyright

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/legal/copyright.htm


The National Archives' reference KV 2/1

© Crown Copyright

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/legal/copyright.htm


The National Archives' reference KV 2/1

© Crown Copyright

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/legal/copyright.htm


The National Archives' reference KV 2/1

© Crown Copyright

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/legal/copyright.htm


The National Archives' reference KV 2/1

© Crown Copyright

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/legal/copyright.htm


The National Archives' reference KV 2/1

© Crown Copyright

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/legal/copyright.htm


The National Archives' reference KV 2/1

© Crown Copyright

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/legal/copyright.htm


The National Archives' reference KV 2/1

© Crown Copyright

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/legal/copyright.htm


The National Archives' reference KV 2/1

© Crown Copyright

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/legal/copyright.htm


The National Archives' reference KV 2/1

© Crown Copyright

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/legal/copyright.htm


The National Archives' reference KV 2/1

© Crown Copyright

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/legal/copyright.htm


The National Archives' reference KV 2/1

© Crown Copyright

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/legal/copyright.htm


The National Archives' reference KV 2/1

© Crown Copyright

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/legal/copyright.htm


The National Archives' reference KV 2/1

© Crown Copyright

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/legal/copyright.htm


The National Archives' reference KV 2/1

© Crown Copyright

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/legal/copyright.htm


The National Archives' reference KV 2/1

© Crown Copyright

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/legal/copyright.htm


The National Archives' reference KV 2/1

© Crown Copyright

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/legal/copyright.htm


The National Archives' reference KV 2/1

© Crown Copyright

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/legal/copyright.htm


The National Archives' reference KV 2/1

© Crown Copyright

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/legal/copyright.htm


The National Archives' reference KV 2/1

© Crown Copyright

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/legal/copyright.htm


The National Archives' reference KV 2/1

© Crown Copyright

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/legal/copyright.htm


The National Archives' reference KV 2/1

© Crown Copyright

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/legal/copyright.htm


The National Archives' reference KV 2/1

© Crown Copyright

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/legal/copyright.htm


The National Archives' reference KV 2/1

© Crown Copyright

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/legal/copyright.htm


The National Archives' reference KV 2/1

© Crown Copyright

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/legal/copyright.htm


The National Archives' reference KV 2/1

© Crown Copyright

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/legal/copyright.htm


The National Archives' reference KV 2/1

© Crown Copyright

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/legal/copyright.htm


The National Archives' reference KV 2/1

© Crown Copyright

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/legal/copyright.htm


The National Archives' reference KV 2/1

© Crown Copyright

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/legal/copyright.htm


The National Archives' reference KV 2/1

© Crown Copyright

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/legal/copyright.htm


The National Archives' reference KV 2/1

© Crown Copyright

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/legal/copyright.htm


The National Archives' reference KV 2/1

© Crown Copyright

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/legal/copyright.htm


The National Archives' reference KV 2/1

© Crown Copyright

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/legal/copyright.htm


The National Archives' reference KV 2/1

© Crown Copyright

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/legal/copyright.htm


The National Archives' reference KV 2/1

© Crown Copyright

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/legal/copyright.htm


The National Archives' reference KV 2/1

© Crown Copyright

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/legal/copyright.htm


The National Archives' reference KV 2/1

© Crown Copyright

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/legal/copyright.htm


The National Archives' reference KV 2/1

© Crown Copyright

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/legal/copyright.htm


The National Archives' reference KV 2/1

© Crown Copyright

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/legal/copyright.htm


The National Archives' reference KV 2/1

© Crown Copyright

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/legal/copyright.htm


The National Archives' reference KV 2/1

© Crown Copyright

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/legal/copyright.htm


The National Archives' reference KV 2/1

© Crown Copyright

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/legal/copyright.htm


The National Archives' reference KV 2/1

© Crown Copyright

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/legal/copyright.htm


The National Archives' reference KV 2/1

© Crown Copyright

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/legal/copyright.htm


The National Archives' reference KV 2/1

© Crown Copyright

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/legal/copyright.htm


The National Archives' reference KV 2/1

© Crown Copyright

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/legal/copyright.htm


The National Archives' reference KV 2/1

© Crown Copyright

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/legal/copyright.htm


The National Archives' reference KV 2/1

© Crown Copyright

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/legal/copyright.htm


The National Archives' reference KV 2/1

© Crown Copyright

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/legal/copyright.htm


The National Archives' reference KV 2/1

© Crown Copyright

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/legal/copyright.htm


The National Archives' reference KV 2/1

© Crown Copyright

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/legal/copyright.htm


The National Archives' reference KV 2/1

© Crown Copyright

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/legal/copyright.htm


The National Archives' reference KV 2/1

© Crown Copyright

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/legal/copyright.htm


The National Archives' reference KV 2/1

© Crown Copyright

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/legal/copyright.htm


The National Archives' reference KV 2/1

© Crown Copyright

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/legal/copyright.htm


The National Archives' reference KV 2/1

© Crown Copyright

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/legal/copyright.htm


The National Archives' reference KV 2/1

© Crown Copyright

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/legal/copyright.htm


The National Archives' reference KV 2/1

© Crown Copyright

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/legal/copyright.htm


The National Archives' reference KV 2/1

© Crown Copyright

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/legal/copyright.htm


The National Archives' reference KV 2/1

© Crown Copyright

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/legal/copyright.htm


The National Archives' reference KV 2/1

© Crown Copyright

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/legal/copyright.htm


The National Archives' reference KV 2/1

© Crown Copyright

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/legal/copyright.htm


The National Archives' reference KV 2/1

© Crown Copyright

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/legal/copyright.htm


The National Archives' reference KV 2/1

© Crown Copyright

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/legal/copyright.htm


The National Archives' reference KV 2/1

© Crown Copyright

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/legal/copyright.htm


The National Archives' reference KV 2/1

© Crown Copyright

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/legal/copyright.htm


The National Archives' reference KV 2/1

© Crown Copyright

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/legal/copyright.htm


The National Archives' reference KV 2/1

© Crown Copyright

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/legal/copyright.htm


The National Archives' reference KV 2/1

© Crown Copyright

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/legal/copyright.htm


The National Archives' reference KV 2/1

© Crown Copyright

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/legal/copyright.htm


The National Archives' reference KV 2/1

© Crown Copyright

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/legal/copyright.htm


The National Archives' reference KV 2/1

© Crown Copyright

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/legal/copyright.htm


The National Archives' reference KV 2/1

© Crown Copyright

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/legal/copyright.htm


The National Archives' reference KV 2/1

© Crown Copyright

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/legal/copyright.htm


The National Archives' reference KV 2/1

© Crown Copyright

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/legal/copyright.htm


The National Archives' reference KV 2/1

© Crown Copyright

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/legal/copyright.htm


The National Archives' reference KV 2/1

© Crown Copyright

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/legal/copyright.htm


The National Archives' reference KV 2/1

© Crown Copyright

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/legal/copyright.htm


The National Archives' reference KV 2/1

© Crown Copyright

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/legal/copyright.htm


The National Archives' reference KV 2/1

© Crown Copyright

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/legal/copyright.htm


The National Archives' reference KV 2/1

© Crown Copyright

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/legal/copyright.htm


The National Archives' reference KV 2/1

© Crown Copyright

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/legal/copyright.htm


The National Archives' reference KV 2/1

© Crown Copyright

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/legal/copyright.htm


The National Archives' reference KV 2/1

© Crown Copyright

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/legal/copyright.htm


The National Archives' reference KV 2/1

© Crown Copyright

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/legal/copyright.htm

	Mata Hari KV 2_1
	KV 2_1 Mata Hari

