The National Archives

Ordering documents

Every document held by The National Archives has a unique reference code made up
of department, series and piece, and sometimes item. The documents themselves may
be a single sheet, a large file, a box containing a bundle of papers or letters, or even a
roll of parchment.

Once you have found the reference code for the document you want to look at in the
Catalogue, you can request the document. There are several ways to view documents:

You can view or copy original documents yourself in our reading rooms at The National
Archives.

However, many popular documents have been scanned, digitised and indexed. These
are available for viewing, printing and downloading through our website, or in
conjunction with commercial partners. There is usually for a fee for these.

If the document you want is not digitised, you can request a copy of the document to be
sent to you and make all the arrangements through our website.



