CONFIDENTIAL

¢ 10 DOWNING STREET

THIS FILE MUST NOT GO OUTSIDE 10 DOWNING ST

SERIES

[ % (o
J’ IlSroQ\ES

PART:
o\

PART BEGINS: PART ENDS:

7 Mau 48 | 19 Dewrber 18

ikl

=

[Labour Administration

CONFIDENTIAL







Series :

@ Title -
Part :

Date

t: 2

From

HISTORIES
Policy

To

24/11/1998

PS/HMQ

Subject

Class Secret

Cab Off

Home Front Memorial

25/11/1998

Cab Off

Home front memorial

26/11/1998

FA/APS

Letter to John Burton: Home Front Workers: Meeting with the Northe

26/11/1998

FA/APS

Brief - home front workers

02/12/1998

Cab Off

FA/APS

Home Front Memorial

02/12/1998

Cab Off

FA/APS

Home Front memorial

03/12/1998

PM

Letters to various Church leaders - Home Front memorial

08/12/1998

Cab Off

FA/APS

'Home Front Memorial

08/12/1998

PM

Chief Rabbi - National Memorial to the home front

10/12/1998

Archbishop of Canter

PM

Home Front

10/12/1998

Archbishop of Canter

PM

'Home front Memorial

10/12/1998

PM

Kathleen Richards - Home Front Memorial

11/12/1998

PM

'Home Front - letter from Rev Finlay MacDonald

14/12/1998

Home Front memorial : Meeting at Coventry Cathedral

15/12/1998

SOC

Home Front Memorial

15/12/1998

PM

Official Histories Programme : The Development of North seas oil an

16/12/1998

FA/APS

Home Front Memorial

17/12/1998

SOC

\Official Histories Programme : The Development of North Sea QOil an

17/12/1998

fal/

Women's Land Army

17/12/1998

FA/APS

‘Home Front memorial : press Release

18/12/1998

PM

fAycIiﬁ‘e Angels

18/12/1998

PM

‘Alex Salmond - Home Front

18/12/1998

PM

David Trimble - Home Front

18/12/1998

PM

kDafydd Wigley - Home Front

18/12/1998

PM

'Paddy Ashdown - Home Front

18/12/1998

PM

LEADER/OPP

Home front

18/12/1998

FA/APS

PM

Aycliffe Angels

19/12/1998

FA/APS

PRESS

gHome Front Memorial: Final Press Release

07/12/1999

PM

!Letter from Lord Janner of Braunstone: Commemorating the Holoca

T 07/12/1999

PM

jLetter from Lord Janner of Braunstone: Commemorating the Holoca

U
R
R
U
R
R
C
C
U
U
U
U
U
R
R
U
R
U
C
R
C
U
U
U
U
U
U
C
U
U

Page 2 of 2




. kx\.._~m¢4‘,d;;\t4_\)/#{?\|\r .- ﬁ‘imm ‘:wm--f_ :; Kavised ve.;,s'i-&a-rla»n(
‘ J

e bee Wilkiwsonm (howne ) {Gwm e Ler ae .
‘;u ek Grall (%o Myntella)
(¢8 l)u;\ v"a 'y
1‘!/"l HOME FRONT MEMORIAL: FINAL PRESS RELEASE /ﬁ", L

The Prime Minister, Tony Blair, today announced plans for a National
Memorial at Coventry Cathedral to commemorate the part played by those
who worked on the Home Front during the Second World War.

During the War several million people were engaged on the Home Front in
the United Kingdom, but the vast majority of them have received no
official recognition of the part they played in the war effort. The Prime
Minister is determined to put that right.

They worked in explosives or armament factories, in the dockyards and
shipyards, in iron, steel and chemical factories, down the mines, in
transport and on the land. They faced very considerable hardship and
dislocation of their lives and in many cases danger from explosions or
bombing. Meanwhile other people played their part maintaining the
essential services of daily life in town and country.

Mr Blair believes that a National Memorial will highlight for present and
future generations the spirit of self-sacrifice and service of all those who
worked on the Home Front from 1939 to 1945. It is hoped that a senior
member of the Royal Family will attend the unveiling of the memorial,
together with political leaders.

The Government is also discussing with Church leaders how the unveiling
of the Memorial can be linked with commemorative services throughout
the country, and it is looking at the production of a memorial brochure to
celebrate the achievements on the Home Front. It is hoped that all these
events can go ahead between the autumn of 1999 and the spring of 2000.

The Prime Minister has been made aware of the tremendous debt which
the nation owes to those who worked on the Home Front by
representations to him from the Women’s Land Army and Women's
Timber Corps, from Bevin Boys and from many munitions workers,
including those employed at Newton Aycliffe.

Earlier today, the Prime Minister met two women who worked at the
Newton Aycliffe munitions factory during the Second World War. He told
them: “Many thousands of people in Britain, like you, still have first-hand




experience of war work, and I am determined to do something to
commemorate their selflessness and sacrifice that properly recognises the
tremendous debt the whole nation owes them.”
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HOME FRONT MEMORIAL: DRAFT PRESS RELEASE 2

The Prime Minister, Tony Blair, today announced plans for a National
Memorial at Coventry Cathedral to commemorate the part played by those
who worked on the Home Front during the Second World War.

During the War several million people were engaged on the Home Front in
the United Kingdom, but the vast majority of them have received no
official recognition of the part they played in the war effort. The Prime
Minister is determined to put that right.

They worked in explosives or armament factories, in the dockyards and
shipyards, in iron, steel and chemical factories, down the mines, in
transport and on the land.* They faced very considerable hardship and
dislocation of their lives and in many cases danger from explosions or
bombing. Meanwhile other people played their part maintaining the
essential services of daily life in town and country.

Mr Blair believes that a National Memorial will highlight for present and
future generations the spirit of self-sacrifice and service of all those who
worked on the Home Front from 1939 to 1945. It is hoped that a senior
member of the Royal Family will attend the unveiling of the memorial,
together with political leaders.

The Government is also discussing with Church leaders how the unveiling
of the Memorial can be linked with commemorative services throughout
the country, and it is looking at the production of a memorial brochure to
celebrate the achievements on the Home Front. It is hoped that that all
these events can go ahead between the autumn of 1999 and the spring of

2000.

Earlier today, the Prime Minister met two women who worked at the
Newton Aycliffe munitions factory during the Second World War. He told
them: “Many thousands of people in Britain, like you, still have first-hand
experience of war work, and I am determined to do something to
commemorate their selflessness and sacrifice, and that properly recognises
the tremendous debt the whole nation owes them.”




* Note to Editors: The Prime Minister has received representations on
this issue from different groups including the Women’s Land Army, the
Women’s Timber Corps, the Bevin Boys and from many munitions
workers, including those employed at Newton Aycliffe.
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AYCLIFFE ANGELS

You are meeting two Aycliffe Angels, together with the Northern Echo, at
Myrobella on Sunday afternoon. You will be able to tell them where we have
got to with our efforts to recognise the contribution of all those who worked on

the Home Front. There are three elements:

a national Home Front Memorial - Coventry Cathedral are signed up for

this. The Queen is likely to attend, but this is not yet in the bag;

commemorative services around the country - the Churches are
sympathetic (but not completely enthusiastic). The Dean of Durham is,

however, strongly in favour and will say so to the Northern Echo if asked;

a memorial brochure - the Imperial War Museum are looking at this,
although we will probably need to find sponsorship to fund it. The

Northern Echo are also keen to produce a supplement.

You wrote to Opposition leaders on Friday informing them of this initiative. We
will put out a press release at the time of your meeting (attached). I suggest you

draw on this in talking to the Aycliffe Angels. You should be careful not to go




beyond it, otherwise we will get into trouble with one or other of the parties

involved (the Palace, churches etc).

The Northern Echo will report all this in detail on Monday morning (they are
now completely on side - John Burton and Mark Covell have done a good job in
turning them around). I doubt it will get much coverage elsewhere, given Iraq.
But we can always re-launch it nationally at a later stage once we have sorted out

more of the details (date etc).

PHILIP BARTON

r:\aps\aycliffe.ch.doc




HOME FRONT MEMORIAL: FINAL PRESS RELEASE

The Prime Minister, Tony Blair, today announced plans for a National
Memorial at Coventry Cathedral to commemorate the part played by those
who worked on the Home Front during the Second World War.

During the War several million people were engaged on the Home Front in
the United Kingdom, but the vast majority of them have received no
official recognition of the part they played in the war effort. The Prime
Minister is determined to put that right.

They worked in explosives or armament factories, in the dockyards and
shipyards, in iron, steel and chemical factories, down the mines, 1n
transport and on the land. They faced very considerable hardship and
dislocation of their lives and in many cases danger from explosions or
bombing. Meanwhile other people played their part maintaining the
essential services of daily life in town and country.

Mr Blair believes that a National Memorial will highlight for present and
future generations the spirit of self-sacrifice and service of all those who
worked on the Home Front from 1939 to 1945. It is hoped that a senior
member of the Royal Family will attend the unveiling of the memorial,
together with political leaders.

The Government is also discussing with Church leaders how the unveiling
of the Memorial can be linked with commemorative services throughout
the country, and it is looking at the production of a memorial brochure to
celebrate the achievements on the Home Front. It is hoped that all these
events can go ahead between the autumn of 1999 and the spring of 2000.

The Prime Minister has been made aware of the tremendous debt which
the nation owes to those who worked on the Home Front by
representations to him from the Women's Land Army and Women’s
Timber Corps, from Bevin Boys and from many munitions workers,
including those employed at Newton Aycliffe.

Earlier today, the Prime Minister met two women who worked at the
Newton Aycliffe munitions factory during the Second World War. He told
them: “Many thousands of people in Britain, like you, still have first-hand




experience of war work, and I am determined to do something to
commemorate their selflessness and sacrifice that properly recognises the
tremendous debt the whole nation owes them.”




10 DOWNING STREET
LONDON SW1A 2AA

THE PRIME MINISTER 18 December 1998

G/U\/ W/Luww ,
During the Second World War, several million people were engaged on the
Home Front in the United Kingdom. Their activities covered a wide range of work - in
explosives or armament factories, in the dockyards and shipyards, in iron, steel and
chemical factories, down the mines, in transport and on the land. They faced very
considerable hardship and dislocation of their lives and in many cases danger from

explosions or bombing. Others shared the task of maintaining the essential services of

daily life.

Some of the War workers have made strong pleas to me to be awarded the
Defence Medal. As you may know, this was issued in 1945 on a limited basis mainly
to those in civil defence or working in areas of military operations. The Government
has looked again at the possibility of a retrospective award, but this would be
impractical. Nevertheless, while so many in our population still have first-hand

experience of war work, I am keen to do something to commemorate their efforts and

commend their selflessness and self-sacrifice.

The Government has therefore been looking into the possibility of creating a
National Memorial at Coventry Cathedral in the form of an appropriate plaque, which .
would highlight for future generations the self-sacrifice and service of all those who
worked on the Home Front during the Second World War. I hope also that such a

memorial would encourage present generations to look “not only to your own interests,

but also to the interests of others.” X
U




The Government has also approached representative Church leaders to ask if it
would be possible for Churches throughout the United Kingdom (and those from other
faiths in their own assemblies) to set aside a day close to the unveiling of the natibnal
memorial to remember the dedication of those who worked on the Home Ffont during
the Second World War, and to draw lessons from them for the next century. Prayers
and readings might be commended for such an occasion. I envisage that some
Cathedrals - especially in areas where the experiences of 1939 to 1945 are still to the

fore - could play a special role in any commemorations, as may many local Churches.

We still need to work out a number of details. But given the pressing interest
which this has generated, especially among some of those in munitions industries and
the Women’s Land Army, I wanted to make my proposals known more widely and to
invite your views. I would welcome any comments you may have so that I may take
these into account before the Government begins to consider in detail how to put the
proposals into practice. My inclination is that any unveiling of a National Memo.rial,
and commemorations to go with it, should take place between late autumn 1999 and

mid-March 2000. February 2000 currently seems the most likely month.

[ am writing in similar terms to Paddy Ashdown, Dafydd Wigley, David
Trimble and Alex Salmond. My office will ensure that you receive a copy of the No 10

press release to be issued shortly.

I am placing copies of this letter in the Libraries of both Houses.
/_//

[ oy

The Right Honourable William Hague MP
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During the Second World War, several million people were engaged on the
Home Front in the United Kingdom. Their activities covered a wide range of work - in
explosives or armament factories, in the dockyards and shipyards, in iron, steel and
chemical factories, down the mines, in transport and on the land. They faced very
considerable hardship and dislocation of their lives and in many cases danger from

explosions or bombing. Others shared the task of maintaining the essential services of

daily life.

Some of the War workers have made strong pleas to me to be awarded the
Defence Medal. As you may know, this was issued in 1945 on a limited basis mainly
to those in civil defence or working in areas of military operations. The Government
has looked again at the possibility of a retrospective award, but this would be
impractical. Nevertheless, while so many in our population still have first-hand
experience of war work, I am keen to do something to commemorate their efforts and

commend their selflessness and self-sacrifice.

The Government has therefore been looking into the possibility of creating a
National Memorial at Coventry Cathedral in the form of an appropriate plaque, which
would highlight for future generations the self-sacrifice and service of all those who
worked on the Home Front during the Second World War. I hope also that such a &

memorial would encourage present generations to look “not only to your own interests,

but also to the interests of others.”




The Government has also approached representative Church leaders to ask if it

would be possible for Churches throughout the United Kingdom (and those from other
faiths in their own assemblies) to set aside a day close to the unveiling of the national
memorial to remember the dedication of those who worked on the Home Front during
the Second World War, and to draw lessons from them for the next century. Prayers
and readings might be commended for such an occasion. I envisage that some
Cathedrals - especially in areas where the experiences of 1939 to.1945 are still to the

fore — could play a special role in any commemorations, as may many local Churches.

We still need to work out a number of details. But given the pressing interest
which this has generated, especially among some of those in munitions industries and
the Women’s Land Army, I wanted to make my proposals known more widely and to
invite your views. I would welcome any comments you may have so that 1 may take
these into account before the Government begins to consider in detail how to put the
proposals into practice. My inclination is that any unveiling of a National Memorial,
and commemorations to go with it, should take place between late autumn 1999 and

mid-March 2000. February 2000 currently seems the most likely month.

I am writing in similar terms to William Hague, Dafydd Wigley, David Trimble
and Alex Salmond. My office will ensure that you receive a copy of the No 10 press

release to be issued shortly.

I am placing copies of this letter in the Libraries of both Houses.
R

Wy

The Right Honourable Paddy Ashdown MP
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During the Second World War, several million people were engaged on the
Home Front in the United Kingdom. Their activities covered a wide range of work - in
explosives or armament factories, in the dockyards and shipyards, in iron, steel and
chemical factories, down the mines, in transport and on the land. They faced very
considerable hardship and dislocation of their lives and in many cases danger from

explosions or bombing. Others shared the task of maintaining the essential services of

daily life.

Some of the War workers have made strong pleas to me to be awarded the
Defence Medal. As you may know, this was issued in 1945 on a limited basis mainly
to those in civil defence or working in areas of military operations. The Government
has looked again at the possibility of a retrospective award, but this would be
impractical. Nevertheless, while so many in our population still have first-hand

experience of war work, I am keen to do something to commemorate their efforts and

commend their selflessness and self-sacrifice.

The Government has therefore been looking into the possibility of creating a
National Memorial at Coventry Cathedral in the form of an appropriate plaque, which
would highlight for future generations the self-sacrifice and service of all those who

worked on the Home Front during the Second World War. I hope also that such a

memorial would encourage present generations to look “not only to your own interests,

but also to the interests of others.”

n




The Government has also approached representative Church leaders to ask if it
would be possible for Churches throughout the United Kingdom (and those from other
faiths in their own assemblies) to set aside a day close to the unveiling of the national
memorial to remember the dedication of those who worked on the Home Front during
the Second World War, and to draw lessons from them for the next century. Prayers
and readings might be commended for such an occasion. I envisage that some
Cathedrals - especially in areas where the experiences of 1939 to 1945 are still to the

fore — could play a special role in any commemorations, as may many local Churches.

We still need to work out a number of details. But given the pressing interest
which this has generated, especially among some of those in munitions industries and
the Women’s Land Army, I wanted to make my proposals known more widely and to
invite your views. I would welcome any comments you may have so that I may take
these into account before the Government begins to consider in detail how to put the
proposals into practice. My inclination is that any unveiling of a National Memorial,
and commemorations to go with it, should take place between late autumn 1999 and

mid-March 2000. February 2000 currently seems the most likely month.

I am writing in similar terms to William Hague, Paddy Ashdown, David Trimble
and Alex Salmond. My office will ensure that you receive a copy of the No 10 press

release to be issued shortly.

I am placing copies of this letter in the Libraries of both Houses.

Qs

e

| o

The Right Honourable Dafydd Wigley MP
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During the Second World War, several million people were engaged on the
Home Front in the United Kingdom. Their activities covered a wide range of work - in
explosives or armament factories, in the dockyards and shipyards, in iron, steel and
chemical factories, down the mines, in transport and on the land. They faced very
considerable hardship and dislocation of their lives and in many cases danger from

explosions or bombing. Others shared the task of maintaining the essential services of

daily life.

Some of the War workers have made strong pleas to me to be awarded the
Defence Medal. As you may know, this was issued in 1945 on a limited basis mainly
to those in civil defence or working in areas of military operations. The Government
has looked again at the possibility of a retrospective award, but this would be
impractical. Nevertheless, while so many in our population still have first-hand
experience of war work, I am keen to do something to commemorate their efforts and

commend their selflessness and self-sacrifice.

The Government has therefore been looking into the possibility of creating a

National Memorial at Coventry Cathedral in the form of an appropriate plaque, which \

. 3
would highlight for future generations the self-sacrifice and service of all those who kj\

worked on the Home Front during the Second World War. I hope also that such a
memorial would encourage present generations to look “not only to your own interests,

but also to the interests of others.”




The Government has also approached representative Church leaders to ask if it

would be possible for Churches throughout the United Kingdom (and those from other
faiths in their own assemblies) to set aside a day close to the unveiling of the national
memorial to remember the dedication of those who worked on the Home Front during
the Second World War, and to draw lessons from them for the next century. Prayers
and readings might be commended for such an occasion. I envisage that some
Cathedrals - especially in areas where the experiences of 1939 to 1945 are still to the

fore — could play a special role in any commemorations, as may many local Churches.

We still need to work out a number of details. But given the pressing interest
which this has generated, especially among some of those in munitions industries and
the Women’s Land Army, I wanted to make my proposals known more widely and to
invite your views. I would welcome any comments you may have so that I may take
these into account before the Government begins to consider in detail how to put the
proposals into practice. My inclination is that any unveiling of a National Memorial,
and commemorations to go with it, should take place between late autumn 1999 and

mid-March 2000. February 2000 currently seems the most likely month.
I am writing in similar terms to William Hague, Paddy Ashdown, Dafydd
Wigley and Alex Salmond. My office will ensure that you receive a copy of the No 10

press release to be issued shortly.

I am placing copies of this letter in the Libraries of both Houses.

R

The Right Honourable David Trimble MP | M
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During the Second World War, several million people were engaged on the

Home Front in the United Kingdom. Their activities covered a wide range of work - in
explosives or armament factories, in the dockyards and shipyards, in iron, steel and
chemical factories, down the mines, in transport and on the land. They faced very
considerable hardship and dislocation of their lives and in many cases danger from
explosions or bombing. Others shared the task of maintaining the essential services of

daily life.

Some of the War workers have made strong pleas to me to be awarded the
Defence Medal. As you may know, this was issued in 1945 on a limited basis mainly
to those in civil defence or working in areas of military operations. The Government
has looked again at the possibility of a retrospective award, but this would be
impractical. Nevertheless, while so many in our population still have first-hand

experience of war work, I am keen to do something to commemorate their efforts and

commend their selflessness and self-sacrifice.

The Government has therefore been looking into the possibility of creating a
National Memorial at Coventry Cathedral in the form of an appropriate plaque, which
would highlight for future generations the self-sacrifice and service of all those who
worked on the Home Front during the Second World War. I hope also that such a

memorial would encourage present generations to look “not only to your own interests,

but also to the interests of others.”

'

KJ .




The Government has also approached representative Church leaders to ask if it
would be possible for Churches throughout the United Kingdom (and those from other
faiths in their own assemblies) to set aside a day close to the unveiling of the national
memorial to remember the dedication of those who worked on the Home Front during
the Second World War, and to draw lessons from them for the next century. Prayers
and readings might be commended for such an occasion. I envisage that sdme
Cathedrals - especially in areas where the experiences of 1939 to 1945 are still to the

fore — could play a special role in any commemorations, as may many local Churches.

We still need to work out a number of details. But given the pressing interest
which this has generated, especially among some of those in munitions industries and
the Women’s Land Army, I wanted to make my proposals known more widely and to
invite your views. I would welcome any comments you may have so that I may take
these into account before the Government begins to consider in detail how to put the
proposals into practice. My inclination is that any unveiling of a National Memorial,
and commemorations to go with it, should take place between late autumn 1999 and

mid-March 2000. February 2000 currently seems the most likely month.

[ am writing in similar terms to William Hague, Paddy Ashdown, Dafydd
Wigley and David Trimble. My office will ensure that you receive a copy of the No 10

press release to be issued shortly.

I am placing copies of this letter in the Libraries of both Houses.

Mg, A

e

Alex Salmond Esq MP | O\./Lv?
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From the Private Secretary

SIR RICHARD WILSON

OFFICIAL HISTORIES PROGRAMME: THE DEVELOPMENT OF
NORTH SEA OIL AND GAS

The Prime Minister was grateful for your note of 15 December. He is content to
appoint Professor Kemp to write this history.

=

JEREMY HEYWOOD

17 December 1998
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HOME FRONT MEMORIAL: PRESS RELEASE

RESTRICTED - HONOURS

A J MERIFIELD
17 December 1998

internal; E-maill

Miss Bharucha
(8ir Richard Wilson'‘s Office)

Mrs Blackburn (MAFF)

Mr Barton will confirm the ume of
this release, hoepefully duc for
Monday.)

Mr Benjamin

Miss Wrighton

You told me the Prime Minister was now hoping to announce this on

Monday (foreign events permitting).
Press Release:

1 have two observations on the revised

a. if fails to highlight sufficiently strongly the joint purpesc of
commemoration, and commendation - with its theme of service 1O
others and regard for the interests of others;

b. the final paragraphs give the satrong impression that local
Constituency pressures arc dictating a national event which should be
non-Party. In any event the —eference in the present form is likely to
be unhelpful to those deahng with the Women's Land Army who have

no mention it the text.

2 ] suggest:

a.  Amend Parseraph ¢ to read.

Mr Blair believes that a National Memorial will highlight the spirit of
self-sacrifice and service of all those who worked on the Home Front

from 1939 to 1945,

generations their readiness to look to the interests of others.

and will commend to present and future

It is

hoped that a scnior member of the Royal Family would attend the
unveiling of this Memorial, with political leaders.” And

b. ] suggest replacing the final paragraph by:

@r(

® et

M6 BES 1998

A J MERIFIELD

“The Prime Minister has been made aware of the tremendous debt
which the nation owes to those who worked on the Home Front by
representations to him from the Women’s Land Army and Women’s
Timber Corps, from Bevin Boys and from many munitions workers,
|\ including those employed at Newton Aycliffe.”

®

RESTRICTED - HONOURS
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From: Philip Barton
Date: 18 December 1998

PRIME MINISTER ee; John Holmes

Alastair Campbell
Hilary Coffman

Roger Liddle
Melanie Moses

AYCLIFFE ANGELS

You are meeting two Aycliffe Angels, together with the Northern Echo, at
Myrobella on Sunday afternoon. You will be able to tell them where we have
got to with our efforts to recognise the contribution of all those who worked on

the Home Front. There are three elements:

- a national Home Front Memorial — Coventry Cathedral are signed up for

this. The Queen is likely to attend, but this is not yet in the bag;

- commemorative services around the country - the Churches are
sympathetic (but not completely enthusiastic). The Dean of Durham is,

however, strongly in favour and will say so to the Northern Echo 1f asked,;

- a memorial brochure - the Imperial War Museum are looking at this,
although we will probably need to find sponsorship to fund it. The

Northern Echo are also keen to produce a supplement.

You wrote to Opposition leaders on Friday informing them of this initiative. We

will put out a press release at the time of your meeting (attached). I suggest you

draw on this in talking to the Aycliffe Angels. You should be careful not to go




beyond it, otherwise we will get into trouble with one or other of the parties .

involved (the Palace, churches etc).

The Northern Echo will report all this in detail on Monday morning (they are
now completely on side - John Burton and Mark Covell have done a good job in
turning them around). I doubt it will get much coverage elsewhere, given Iraq.
But we can always re-launch it nationally at a later stage once we have sorted out

more of the details (date etc).

Plilly

PHILIP BARTON

r:\aps\aycliffe.ch.doc




HOME FRONT MEMORIAL: FINAL PRESS RELEASE

The Prime Minister, Tony Blair, today announced plans for a National
Memorial at Coventry Cathedral to commemorate the part played by those
who worked on the Home Front during the Second World War.

During the War several million people were engaged on the Home Front in
the United Kingdom, but the vast majority of them have received no
official recognition of the part they played in the war effort. The Prime
Minister is determined to put that right.

They worked in explosives or armament factories, in the dockyards and
shipyards, in iron, steel and chemical factories, down the mines, in
transport and on the land. They faced very considerable hardship and
dislocation of their lives and in many cases danger from explosions or
bombing. Meanwhile other people played their part maintaining the
essential services of daily life in town and country.

Mr Blair believes that a National Memorial will highlight for present and
future generations the spirit of self-sacrifice and service of all those who
worked on the Home Front from 1939 to 1945. It is hoped that a senior
member of the Royal Family will attend the unveiling of the memorial,
together with political leaders.

The Government is also discussing with Church leaders how the unveiling
of the Memorial can be linked with commemorative services throughout
the country, and it is looking at the production of a memorial brochure to
celebrate the achievements on the Home Front. It is hoped that all these
events can go ahead between the autumn of 1999 and the spring of 2000.

The Prime Minister has been made aware of the tremendous debt which
the nation owes to those who worked on the Home Front by
representations to him from the Women’s Land Army and Women's
Timber Corps, from Bevin Boys and from many munitions workers,
including those employed at Newton Aycliffe.

Earlier today, the Prime Minister met two women who worked at the
Newton Aycliffe munitions factory during the Second World War. He told
them: “Many thousands of people in Britain, like you, still have first-hand




experience of war work, and I am determined to do something to
commemorate their selflessness and sacrifice that properly recognises the
tremendous debt the whole nation owes them.”

—
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FROM: A J MERIFIELD W

. - DATE: 17 December 1998
Delivery:  Internal: E-mail
MR BARTON c. Miss Bharucha

(Sir Richard Wilson’s Office)
Mrs Blackburn (MAFF)

(Mr Barton will confirm the time of
this release, hopefully due for
Monday.)

Mr Benjamin
Miss Wrighton

HOME FRONT MEMORIAL: PRESS RELEASE

You told me the Prime Minister was now hoping to announce this on
Monday (foreign events permitting). I have two observations on the revised
Press Release:

a. if fails to highlight sufficiently strongly the joint purpose of
commemoration, and commendation - with its theme of service to
others and regard for the interests of others;

b. the final paragraphs give the strong impression that local
Constituency pressures are dictating a national event which should be
non-Party. In any event the reference in the present form is likely to
be unhelpful to those dealing with the Women’s Land Army who have
no mention it the text.

2% [ suggest:

a. Amend Paragraph 4 to read:

Mg/élair believes that a National Memorial will highlight the spirit of

_self-sacrifice and service of all those who worked on the Home Front

/" from 1939 to 1945, and will commend to present and future

/" generations their readiness to look to the interests of others. It is

hoped that a senior member of the Royal Family would attend the
unveiling of this Memorial, with political leaders.” And

b. I suggest replacing the final paragraph by:

“The Prime Minister has been made aware of the tremendous debt
which the nation owes to those who worked on the Home Front by
representations to him from the Women’s Land Army and Women’s
Timber Corps, from Bevin Boys and from many munitions workers,
including those employed at Newton Aycliffe.”

A J MERIFIELD
RESTRICTED - HONOURS
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— MR BARTON C. Sir Richard Wilson
Mr Holmes
:(' . "“"‘k H f g ge?liaéef;ilflnats;roiosr?;the have
discussed this.)
Mrs Blackburn (MAFF)
44& Mr Benjamin (MOD)
- Miss Wrighton
ﬁw V%
HOME FRONT MEMORIAL / Iz

[ enclose a draft letter which you may wish to use for the Party Leaders. It

is important that this venture should have all-Party support, and I would be

| slightly worried if you intended to send the letters to the Leaders at the

\ same time as the issue of a Press release. [ wondered if the Leaders could
| be contacted earlier - even if only the evening betore?

2. I have alerted:
e Sir Richard Wilson, and through him Permanent Secretaries;

e MAFF (so they can tell the Women’s Land Army and the Women’s
Timber Corps on Friday afternoon);

e Coventry Cathedral (who would prefer not to be exposed to Press
enquiries at this juncture, but who would not mind if the Prime
Minister decided to mention their involvement specifically in the
Press Release);

e Durham Cathedral (I suggested that if pressed by the Northern Echo
they simply express support and say they would stand ready to
consider any approaches as and when dates are known. The Dean
is considering a major County Service of re-dedication for early

Combie T February 2000 and may already be in touch with No 10 diary
y -3 . section about the Prime Minister’s attendance. (I hope the diary

i | secretary appreciates the connection between the National Memorial

T | and a Durham Service.) Dean Arnold felt wholly in sympathy with

the proposals);

e Lambeth Palace (who were content with a general Press Notice but
were conscious that they need to extend the Church consultations
within the Anglican community and more widely).

RESTRICTED - HONOURS
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‘ 3. We are still some way from going firm on the date for the unveiling but
need to get agreement soonest. I have said that I would expect the Prime
Minister to be in a position to write formally to the Palace in January. (I
have to check further dates with the Archbishop’s office and the No 10 diary
secretary, and confirm the possibilities with Coventry and Sir Robert
Fellowes.) Of the weeks suggested by the Provost of Coventry Sir Robert
Fellowes inclines to a date in mid-February 2000 - but for The Queen herself
some weeks between February and April will be taken up by a Royal
overseas visit. The wording I have used in the Press Release about Royal
involvement is on Robert Fellowes’ advice. We cannot mention The Queen
personally at this stage.

4. For public consumption I suggest a Press Notice on the lines of that
attached below the draft letter. Are Ministerial colleagues so informed that
the reference should be to “The Government ....” - or is “The Prime Minister
has decided ....” more appropriate.

A J MERIFIELD

RESTRICTED - HONOURS
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During the Second World War there were some four million people engaged
in the munitions industries in the UK. Their activities covered a wide range
of work - in explosives or armament factories, in the dockyards and
shipyards, in iron and steel factories, down the mines, in transport, and on
the land. Very few of those concerned were eligible to receive the Defence
Medal which in 1945 tended to be awarded to those in civil defence and
areas of military operations. There has been a sense of grievance among
many of those groups, the Women’s Land Army, workers in explosives
factories and so on, ever since. Particularly now those with firsthand
experience of war work are declining in number, there is a strong feeling

that something should be done to commemorate their efforts and commend
them to future generations.

A claim for the retroapective award of the Defence Medal, by amendment to
the original Warrant of May 1945, looks impractical, precluded by the sheer
numbers involved, the impossibility of validating claims at this stage in time,
and the difficulties of finding any cut-off point when so many thousands of
individuals may feel they have as good a claim as others. Also it would be a
breach of longstanding conventions about retrospective awards.

Nevertheless, it is true that many of those involved on the land, in factories
and so on faced very considerable hardship and dislocation of their lives,
and indeed danger from explosions or bombing, which ought to be
remembered and commended to present and future generations. The
suggestion has been made that it might be appropriate to have a particular
Sunday towards the end of 1999 or early in the year 2000 at which all
Churches, or just the Cathedral Churches in major centres, could hold a
Service to commemorate those who worked on the Home Front and to
remember and commend their selflessness and self-sacrifice. I have been
asked to explore whether this might be something that would commend
itself to the Archbishops and to their colleagues in other leading Churches.

CONFIDENTIAL
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It may be that, if such a series of Services were possible, then at one of them
a plaque might be unveiled which would form a national memorial. We have
had no discussion yet about where this might be placed, although Coventry
- a symbol of civilian courage - is one possible location. Nor have we had
any meetings to look at a possible form of words on such a memorial, but to
give you some idea of the backward and forward looking elements of the
occasions I enclose two personal draft possibilities.

Clearly there are many problems to be faced concerning dates - the
availability of the Royal Family, the Prime Minister’s diary, and indeed the
calls upon the Archbishops and Diocesan and Parish colleagues. But I
would find it helpful to have your response to this suggestion in terms of the
principle, and the practicalities of arranging for a particular day to be
designated and for arrangements to be put in hand if the Prime Minister,
after consultation with the Palace, wished to go ahead. For the present you
will appreciate that this is an in confidence enquiry to take informal
soundings.

As you see, my office is in Monck Street not far from Lambeth Palace. 1

would be glad to come and have a word with you if this would be helpful. (I
am away next week but back on 16 November.)

A J MERIFIELD

CONFIDENTIAL




CHOPPING BLOCK EXAMPLES

THIS MEMORIAL,

UNVEILED BY XXXXXXXXXXX ON XXXXXXXXXXX,

COMMENDS TO FUTURE GENERATIONS THE SELF SACRIFICE AND
SERVICE OF ALL THOSE WHO WORKED ON THE HOME FRONT
DURING THE SECOND WORLD WAR

“DEATH AND SORROW WILL BE THE COMPANIONS OF OUR JOURNEY; HARDSHIP

OUR GARMENT: CONSTANCY AND VALOUR OUR ONLY SHIELD”
W S Churchill - 8 October 1940

1.

THIS MEMORIAL, UNVEILED BY
0.0.0.00.0.0.000
0)1D0.0.000.0.0.0004

COMMENDS TO FUTURE GENERATIONS THE SELF
SACRIFICE AND SERVICE OF ALL THOSE WHO WORKED
ON THE HOME FRONT DURING THE SECOND WORLD WAR,

“LET EACH OF YOU LOOK NOT TO YOUR OWN INTERESTS,
BUT TO THE INTERESTS OF OTHERS”™




Secretary of the Cabinet and Head of the Home Civil Service

ip D
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PRIME MINISTER Q

OFFICIAL HISTORIES PROGRAMME: THE DEVELOPMENT OF NORTH
SEA OIL AND GAS |

I would be grateful to know whether you would be content to
appoint Professor Alexander Kemp of the University of Aberdeen to
write the official history of the development of North Sea Oil and Gas.

2 In his minute of 16 June 1997 Robin Butler said that preparations
were in hand for selection of an author for the official history of the
Development of North Sea Oil and Gas, the subject of the history having
been approved by the Group of Privy Counsellors on Official Histories. Those
preparations have now been completed and the purpose of this minute is to
seek your approval to the appointment of Professor Alexander Kemp of the
University of Aberdeen as an official historian to write this history the
synopsis of which is attached.

3. Professor Kemp is a leading authority in this field and 1s regarded as
eminently suitable to prepare the history. He has published many works
and articles on the subject. The aim would be to complete the history in five
years, starting early in 1999.

4. If you are content to approve Professor Kemp for this appointment, I

shall write formally appointing him, and will put in hand arrangements for
the appointment to be announced in Parliament, as 1s the usual practice, by
means of a Written Answer to a Parliamentary Question.

Brfa

L]

RICHARD WILSON
15 December 1998

Ref. AO98/3214
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OFFICIAL HISTORY OF NORTH SEA OIL: SYNOPSIS

Introduction: Quarter of a century has seen the establishment and consolidation of the UK oil
and gas sector on a scale inconceivable in 1960 or 1970. A remarkable technical and industrial
achievement.

FIRST PHASE: THE 1960s

Dutch gas discoveries prompted first exploration of UKCS in early 1960s.

Establishment of the framework for offshore activity. Continental Shelf Act 1964. North Sea
licensing regime instituted by Ministry of Power in 1964. First (1964) and Second (1965)
Offshore Licensing Round. -

P

1965: UK/Norwegian median line agreed.

Extensive exploration activity in North Sea. Mid/late 1960s: Major Southern Basin gas
discoveries. - |

Developmen{s in gas market. Price negotiations between nationalised gas industry and
producers. Construction of national high pressure gas transmission system. Conversion of all
pas appliances to natural gas. BGC arrangements for prices for final consumers.

1969 First oil found in UK waters - the Montrose field.

Uncertainty about how long the offshore hydrocarbon resources would last, how best they
should be exploited and the scale of onshore investment that was appropriate.

Emergence of public/private sector debate.

SECOND PHASE: THE 1970s

Period of oil discoveries: oil crises gave emphasis to security of supply. 1973/74 and the nise
of OPEC: realisation that UK could become a net oil exporter. Debate throughout 1970s on
oil depletion policy.

Third (1970) - Sixth Rounds (1978/9) of Offshore Licensing.

Giant Forties (BP, 1970) and Brent (Shell/Esso, 1971) fields discovered.

UK offshore supplies industry develops: by 1979 over 70% of orders are placed in UK.
(Government Offshore Supplies Office set up in 1973).

1974: Department of Energy set up.
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1974: BGC agrees to import Norwegian Frigg gas.
1974: First North Sea oil landed.

Petroleum and Submarine Pipelines Act 1975: extension of framework for offshore field
development.

Securing of economic rent from the North Sea: results of early auctions: implications of 1973
oil price hike: development of Fiscal regime. The Oil Taxation Act 1975: introduction of
Petroleum Revenue Tax and ring-fenced production revenues for Corporation Tax.
Interaction with level of state participation.

Start of public participation - establishment of British National Oil Corporation (BNOC) in
1975/6. Equity shareholding introduced 1976-79. Participation reintroduced 1n 1979 in form
of option deeds. 2

"THIRD PHASE: THE 1980s

Background: North Sea as mature oil province.
Oil pricing in the 1980s and relations with OPEC.

Net self-sufficiency in oil achieved in 1981. Changing character of North Sea developments -
development of smaller, more marginal fields.

Seventh (1980/1) - Eleventh (1989) Rounds of Offshore Licensing.

Leaving it to the market: Conservative Government's removal of public sector from oil and gas
sector: demise of BNOC and participation.

Evolution of fiscal regime in response to events - oil price rises in late 1970s and 1986 price
slump: tariffing regime in response to growing infrastructure.

1985 Government bars BG from purchasing Norwegian Sleipner gas. Reopens debate about
costs and benefits of importing gas.

1980s saw further substantial progress by UK offshore supplies industry. By the end of the
decade UK industry was taking over 80% of the home market and making progress in foreign
markets through new technologies developed on the UKCS.

1986: Privatisation of British Gas. Establishment of Ofgas.

1986: Dramatic drop in oil price caused worldwide industry slump. Subsequent North Sea
recovery based upon industry's increased cost consciousness and technological innovation.

du

llh- ll"i\..lflll'll'f" forr Illl\'rlnn\‘.




1987: Petroleum Act established framework for abandonment of offshore installations

1988: MMC report recommends restrictions on offshore gas purchasing.

SAFETY

1965: Loss of Sea Gem. Subsequent tribunal recommendations incorporated in Mineral
Working (Offshore Installations) Act 1971.

1970s: Development of current framework of safety regulation.
1978-80: Burgoyne Committee review of offshore safety regulation.
1986: DEn establishes Safety Directorate.

1988: Piper Alpha disaster; Cullen Inquiry set up.

THE NORTH SEA EFFECT

Debate on macro-economic effects of North Sea: impact on the economy, use of Government
revenues. -

Development of Scotland's infrastructure: substantial impact on onshore development arising
from UKCS activity which was widely dispersed to a variety of rural areas. Concentrated
burst of development between 1970 and 1975 addressing additional infrastructure needs in
relation to housing and transport.

Impact on Scottish economy: Creation of 60,000-70,000 jobs resulting from oil development
and its wider economic effects, including the impact of the 1986 slump and the process of
integration of the interests of the oil and fishing industries. 1978: Sullom Voe, world's largest
oil transhipment terminal opened.

THE ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT OF NORTH SEA OIL DEVELOPMENT

Environmental protection measures developed by offshore operating companies from
construction of first platforms through to their abandonment. Impact of construction of
onshore oil and gas facilities and infrastructure: local and central Government's roles:
arrangements made to protect the environment.
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Miss Wrighton

HOME FRONT MEMORIAL

The Prime Minister re-visits Sedgefield this weekend, and wants to use the
occasion to meet the Northern Echo (who have already had a private
briefing), and the Aycliffe Angels, to tell them that he plans to have a
national memorial.

2 In parallel he will write to the opposition party leaders, and No 10 will
issue a Press Release. All this is to be timed for 3.30 pm on Friday
18 December, and I will be preparing briefing for No 10 by tomorrow
evening. I have already cleared lines with Lambeth Palace and have asked
MAFF to ensure they can contact the Women’s Land Army on Friday
afternoon, and will alert Coventry Cathedral (who I visited last Thursday)
and Durham (who are in the dark but could be asked by the Northern Echo
how they will run a “parallel celebration”). I will ensure Robert Fellowes is
also kept in touch.

3. The Archbishop of Canterbury, Cardinal Hume and the Chief Rabbi
have so far expressed understanding of what is proposed, but they (and we)
need time to work up detailed proposals. Dates will be a problem and my
informal soundings of the Palace have not made this seem any easier!

4. In the meantime I suggest you mention this to Wednesday morning
colleagues. Richard Mottram (then MOD), Andrew Turnbull (then DETR),
Richard Packer, Michael Bichard and David Omand will be aware of the
project, along with Muir Russell (to whom I have spoken recently) and
Hayden Phillips and Robin Young in terms of the earlier DCMS flag waving
on the touchline. My speak note attached is hopefully clear.

O Your colleagues may wish to alert their Secretaries of State, but in
most cases I suspect current Ministers would not connect their present
responsibilities with their 1939-45 inheritance.

A J MERIFIELD
RESTRICTED - HONOURS
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.\IOTE FOR WEDNESDAY MEETING

L. [n 1945 only a small proportion of “War Workers” in Britain received
the Defence Medal. This has led to resentment, not least among the
Women’s Land Army, the Bevin Boys and some groups of munitions workers
- including those from the Aycliffe explosives factory in the Prime Minister’s

own constituency.

2. The Prime Minister now accepts that it is not feasible to award a

medal retrospectively:

e it is contrary to convention and could open up too many cases long

closed;
e entitlement to a medal could not now be proved; and

e there is no “cut-off point” within the 6-8 millions of workers who
were engaged in munitions factories, steel or chemical factories, the
mines and so on, and claims would arise from others who had

maintained essential services.
3. Instead he is proposing:

e a National Memorial plaque which would commemorate the
self-sacrifice of and service of all who served on the Home Front
and would commend this to future generations. |[“Let each of you
look, not to your own interests but to the interests of others.”] This

might be at Coventry:

e the opportunity for local people to stimulate commemoration
Services in parallel at local level, which might be facilitated by
prayers or readings commended by the leaders of the Churches to

whom the Prime Minister has written personally. [Carey, Hume,
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. Free Churches’ Council; Moderator of the Church of Scotland, Chief
Rabbi.|; and

e if possible, a pamphlet of reminiscences prepared by the Imperial

War Museum.

- He will announce his broad intentions on Friday afternoon this week
by releasing his letter to Opposition Leaders and a Press Notice - and by

talking at the same time to his Aycliffe constituents and the Northern Echo.

B, Dates for the Plaque to be unveiled remain to be settled - February or
early March 2000 seem to be preferred (given the likely blockage from
November 1999 to January 2000 [Christmas/the Millennium).

0. Total cost (with some pump priming for a booklet) 1s unlikely to exceed
£100,000. I propose to ask those Departments who are the successors of
the 1939-45 supply or employment Ministries to pay a share
[£10,000 - £20,000 each| of this.

NB a. Alison Blackburn has been alerted so she can tell the Women’s

Land Army on Friday;

b. Permanent Secretaries may wish to alert their Ministers and

where necessary their Press Offices.

RESTRICTED - HONOURS
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HOME FRONT MEMORIAL: MEETING AT COVENTRY CATHEDRAL

j I visited Coventry on 10 December to meet the Very Reverend John
Petty (Provost), Canon Chris Burch (Precentor), Canon David Mead (Bursar)

and Reverend Andrew Wright. Bishop Colin Bennetts joined the first half of
the meeting.

24 I explained the context of the proposal for a national Home Front
Memorial and the Prime Minister’s wish to make a Statement of Intent to
Parliament before the Christmas Recess. Pertinent factors included:

e resentment and disappointment that the majority of War workers
had received no tangible recognition at the end of the War, nor
since, and the particularly pressing claims by the Women’s Land
Army and munitions workers (including some in the Prime
Minister’s own constituency whose case had been supported
persistently by the Northern Echo) and the Bevin Boys;

e a determination by the surviving workers that their families should

have occasion to see their contribution from 1939 to 1945
recognised in their lifetime; and

e the Prime Minister’s wish to see such self-sacrifice and selflessness
commemorated in a way that both looked back at their dedication
and commended their example to present and future generations.

3 During the discussion I drew attention also to some of the underlying
currents:

e the pretty general exclusion of civilian workers from Remembrance
Day events over the last 50 years, and the embarrassment felt by
many workers because their “had no medal to wear” even if invited
to such an occasion;

e the problems of definition of those concerned (a point raised by
Bishop Colin and the Provost); particularly bearing in mind the
significance of contributions from those who may have produced
auxiliary war material or who had helped, clothe, house or educate

RESTRiCTED - HONOURS
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. the munitions workers. The Imperial War Museum had commented
similarly (and I understand that one of their key photographs is of a
milkman delivering bottles of milk in the early morning after a
major air raid);

e the need to strike a sensitive balance between inclusivity (ie not
creating groups of people who could feel excluded), and falling into
the counterproductive trap of failing to recognise adequately those
who were now prime movers in pressure for recognition; and

e what I judged to be the Prime Minister’s wish for a strong emphasis
both on past service and on the inspiration this should give for the
future (“Look not every man on his own interests but also on the
interests of others”). The approach would have to be realistic about
the Second World War without seeking glorify it - a note well struck
by the Imperial War Museum itself. Such an approach could inform
a Commemoration Service to meet the Provost’s insistence that
there should be a discernible Christian note in any Cathedral event,
albeit one with the kind of ecumenical flavour that had been

emphasised by the Archbishop of Canterbury’s advisers at Lambeth
Palace.

4. The Provost, supported by the Bishop of Coventry, said he felt that the
Cathedral could mount a Ceremonial Service to meet the Prime Minister’s
wishes, and could associate it with the unveiling of a national memorial to

those “on the Home Front”. Coventry seemed a most appropriate location
for such a memorial.

9. In looking at detail:

a. a memorial plaque might be placed in a central position
(vertically or horizontally) in the centre of the “Cappers’ Chapel” bay of
the old Cathedral, where it would be readily seen by those leaving the
Cathedral. There it would occupy the prominent third wall opposite

the statue of reconciliation and at right angles to the burned Coventry
Cross;

b. the Cathedral authorities would be glad to join any wider
Cabinet Office committee to consider the wording, design and
mounting of a national memorial, but recommended that their
sculptor be given at least nine months to complete the work. This
would have an estimated cost of around £20,000;

o3 similarly the Provost and Precentor would prepare a Form of
Service in co-operation with representatives of No 10/Cabinet Office,
those workers most deeply concerned and, to ensure that the Service
reinforced a nationwide programme of local commemorations,
Lambeth Palace. 1 accepted that these meetings would best be
conducted in Coventry, where the Provost and Precentor would be in
the lead, drawing on their previous experience of such occasions;
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d. we noted that the Form of Service would need to be drawn up
sensitively, keeping to the main themes of commemoration and
commendation and striking the right balance between the
recognition for key groups and the avoiding of the exclusion of others
whose service and sacrifice equally satisfied the rationale of the
commemoration events. The Provost said he hoped the short Coventry
reconciliation sentences and responses, in which the congregation
joined, could feature in the Service as this was an underlying theme of
the Cathedral. The precise details, including the timing of the actual
unveiling of the plaque within the Service itself, would need to be
further discussed - as would participation by any representatives from
key groups (eg perhaps including a worker from Aycliffe and a former
member of the Women’s Land Army). Because the “Home Front”
designation had a slight resonance of propaganda, I undertook to
consult the Imperial War Museum over its acceptability as the generic
term for this memorial and event;

eL the Provost said that provision would need to be made for
refreshments for VIPs and those attending the Service with a ticketed
invitation. Especially if the Service was held in the afternoon this
might permit a VIP lunch (which he felt the City of Coventry might
well wish to host); and tea after the Service in the Cathedral Visitors’
Centre for up to 150 VIPs and perhaps in the neighbouring University
of Coventry for the other guests. Refreshment costs would be
included in an overall cost for the Service, along with the printing of
Service sheets, the issuing of invitations, local administration and
music/choir, which would probably fall between &£7-8,000 and
£10,000. This cost would have to cover the recruitment of a part-time
event administrator who would assist in handling the Service (as had
been done at the recent Maundy Service).

TIMING

O. The Provost said that the months of November and December 1999
and January 2000 were already extremely busy in Coventry, and would
probably be equally pressed elsewhere. To meet the Prime Minister’s wish
for an event around the turn of the Millennium, he suggested that we should
explore dates for February or March 2000, ie before Easter which fell at the
end of March. Given that the Cathedral would need to be closed for security
reasons before the Service he felt that the most appropriate pattern would
be a Ceremonial Service and unveiling of the memorial on Saturday taking
place between 2.30 and 3.30 pm, followed by commemorations on the
Sunday of the same weekend both at Coventry and in local Churches or
other Cathedrals which could use prayers, readings and any Sentences or
Declaration of Dedication etc commended by the Archbishop of Canterbury
and his ecumenical colleagues.
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.7 : At Coventry all the Saturdays in February and March 2000 were
currently available except 4 March. I promised to take early soundings of
the Palace, No 10 and Lambeth Palace to see if any of these might
provisionally be set aside. [The Palace have subsequently suggested
Thursday or Friday, as weekends are usually kept free.]

3. It was noted that February or March would not necessarily be wholly
suitable in terms of weather for the unveiling of a memorial in the open air,
but weather hazards were not limited to the late winter/early Spring. In
any event the unveiling would only be a short element of the Service. Its
positioning within the Service would need thought, to avoid any feeling of
anticlimax, but the Cathedral were used to using a sound relay from the old
Cathedral into the new where the main congregation would be seated. (A
full television link was not recommended as it was both unsightly and highly
expensive.)

ACTION
9. It will be for the Cabinet Office to carry forward immediate action in
terms of:

a. canvassing possible dates with those concerned in London;

b. considering the composition of a committee which might

contribute to both the design and wording of the memorial and the
“themes of the Service”, and thinking how far this might be given
expression in a smaller group to assist the Provost and Precentor as
they worked up the details of a Service in Coventry;

C. following up the letters which the Prime Minister personally had
sent to the Archbishop of Canterbury, the Cardinal Archbishop of
Westminster, the Moderator of the Church of Scotland, the General
Secretary of the Free Churches’ Council and the Chief Rabbi; and also
continuing the soundings with the Director of the Imperial War
Museum on the possibility of the Museum arranging for the
publication of a celebratory booklet of reminiscences.

¢ 10. At an early stage the Permanent Secretaries of Departments primarily
concerned will also need to be alerted to the proposals, although officials at

MAFF, the Home Office and MOD are already being kept closely in touch by
me.

11. Perhaps I should say that both the Bishop of Coventry and the Provost
and his colleagues were generously helpful in their advice at our meeting.

et

A J MERIFIELD

14 December 1998
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Prime Minister }

10 Downing Street [1((2
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[ am responding to your letter of 3 December addressed to the Moderator, Professor Alan
Main. 1 should explain that Professor Main is currently in Harare attending the General
Assembly of the World Council of Churches. However, I have consulted with the Rev
John Cairns, Moderator Designate within whose year of office the proposed national
memorial events will take place. You will appreciate that, in view of the time scale, I
have not had an opportunity of consulting with other Scottish Churches.

It goes without saying that the Church of Scotland recognises the immense contribution
made to the life of our nation by those whom you seek to honour. @ We share your
aspirations that they and their sacrifice should not be forgotten, but continue to serve as
an inspiration to future generations. We also recognise the sufferings and sacrifices
made by others in the years since the second world war.

Were a special Sunday to be designated we would be happy to draw this to the attention
of our ministers and invite them to incorporate suitable prayers into their services on that
day. I should point out that our Presbyterian system would allow us to do no more than
invite.

As far as timing is concerned, we see merit in associating this particular commemoration
with the iast Remembrance Sunday of the century. This would enable civilian and
military notes to be sounded in an inclusive and complementary way. It would also
prevent any possibility of two Remembrance Sunday events detracting the one from the
other.

With regard to location we have no particular view but raise the question as to whether
you have in mind a four nation approach as with the Millennium services. Following
devolution this would seem appropriate. This also raises issues with regard to the siting

of /

121 George Street « Edinburgh EH2 4YN
Telephone: 0131-240 2240 « Fax: 0131-240 2239
Email: pracproc@cofscotland.org.uk




of a memorial or memorials.

Finally, it would be fair to say that our response to the proposal is warm rather than
enthusiastic. If the Government does decide to proceed then we shall certainly give you
all appropriate support and encouragement.
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Rev Dr Finlay A J Macdonald
Principal Clerk
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10th December 1998

Rt Hon Tony Blair MP
10 Downing Street
LONDON
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Dear Prime Minister

Thank you for your letter of 3 December concerning a National Memorial and
special Sunday for the commemoration of people engaged on the “Home Front”
in the Second World War.

We appreciate being consulted on this matter. You are probably not thinking of
siting the National Memorial at one of our churches so we do not have any
specific comment about it, though we would be glad to participate at an
unveiling event.

While it is now a long while back in the past and for most people history rather
than lived experience, we welcome the initiative you suggest, and feel it is an
opportunity to recognise the contribution made by so many ordinary people
who were not in uniform but yet played their part in the war effort, enduring
the shortages, hardships and dangers.

In the approach that the Churches are taking to the Millennium, we favour
phasing those matters which take a backward look, reviewing the past century
or millennium, seeking to heal memories or seek reconciliation, before the end
of 1999. We would therefore favour holding any “Home Front Commemoration”
in 1999, rather than in AD 2000.

The commemoration should be sufficiently far removed from Remembrance Day
so as not to be confused with it. Indeed, it would be better to emphasize the
civilian aspect and play down military symbols. It is also not desirable that it
lend itself to repetition in future years.

A suggestion I would offer is September 5% 1999, the Sunday immediately
following September 3rd which will be the 60t anniversary of the Sunday when
the war broke out.

The activities you mention include those employed in occupations connected
with the war effort. It will be good to feature some veterans from these groups in
the commemoration; in doing so women should be given an equal place
alongside men — women without family responsibilities were directed to war

27 Tavistock Square, London WCIH 9HH Telephone: 0171-387 8413 Fax:0171-383 0150
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work and bore patiently the disruption, the anxiety, the waiting and the long
hours.

When we come to make suggestions for readings and concerns for prayer
around this civilian commemoration it will be good to include remembrance of
those killed in the bombing, and the lives blighted as a result of bombardment,
children who were affected for the worse by evacuation, families and
communities disrupted by the war - other aspects of the Home Front not
specifically included in the recognition to be given to those who were employed.

Yours sincerely

Gecflay P

Rev Geoffrey H Roper
General Secretary
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Thank you for your letter outlining proposals for a national memorial for all those
who worked on the Home Front during the Second World War.

The initiative is an interesting and imaginative one, and I am certainly
sympathetic to the aims and motives you describe for such a memorial. It is important to
recognise and value past selflessness and sacrifice. That can also provide a useful
signpost to the future.

As you acknowledge, the context, timing, and modalities of such an undertaking
would have to be considered very carefully. So indeed would any broader reflection of
this undertaking in religious worship and prayer.

This would also involve close consultation with the Church’s major ecumenical
partners. My staff are already taking initial soundings, and these may be taken forward

once we have more detailed knowledge of what you propose.

[ look forward to hearing more of this interesting project.

(ﬂ@ar s Quvgr

The Rt Hon Tony Blair MP
10 Downing Street
LONDON

SWI1A 2AA
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/ I would be very grateful if you could agree quickly to my making an
announcement in principle to go ahead with these plans. It would be helpful to

have a response by the end of next week.

I am writing in similar terms to the Cardinal Archbishop of Westminster

the General Secretary of the Free Churches’ Council, Dr Jonathan Sacks and the

Moderator of the Church of Scotland.

(/MM/
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nourable The Lord Archbishop of Canterbury

The Most Reverend and Right Ho
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Dear Prime Minister,

Thank you for your letter of 3" December.

[ agree very much with your proposal to commemorate the contribution
of war workers to the successful outcome of the Second World War.

[ would be very happy to be in touch with you if and when you wish it.
With kindest regards.

Yours sincerely,

A D) g

J

Archbishop of Westminster

The Rt. Hon. Tony Blair, M.P.,
10 Downing Street,
London SWI1A 2AA.
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Thank you for your letter of 3" December, which I read with considerable interest.

The proposal of a National Memorial for those engaged during the Second World War in the
munitions industries is a highly appropriate way of recognising their vital contribution to the
defence of Britain and freedom.

I am happy to give my support to such a project and to compose a special prayer to be read
out in synagogues on the designated Sabbath.

Yours, with warmest good wishes,

1 *K(emﬁl w ol Yo D ,’

- mim TJaucked

e
Chief Rabbi Professor Jonathan Sacks
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FROM: A J MERIFIELD
DATE: 8 December 1998

Delivery:  E-mail

o
MR BARTON / y X Ccopy: Miss Wrighton
(with papers)

HOME FRONT MEMORIAL

Thank you for copies of the Prime Minister’s letter to the Church leaders. I
was sorry to have lost the reference to “other civilian workers” from
paragraph 1 of my draft as this had been inserted because of
representations made to me specifically by Lambeth Palace (when I saw the
Archbishop’s Public Affairs adviser), and by the Provost of Coventry and the
Imperial War Museum. The point will emerge, undoubtedly, in future
discussions and those workers will need to be covered, without detracting
from the main thrust of the activity and the feelings of the Aycliffe Angels,

the Women’s Land Army, the miners so on. Itis part of the cut-off problem!

A J MERIFIELD

RESTRICTED - HONOURS




BCM Box 7892
London WCIN 3XX

The Holocaust Educational Trust Telephone: 0171-222 6822
Fax: 0171-233 0161

Email: hetrust@compuserve.com

9
Patrons
Rt Hon Lord Jakobovits

His Grace the Duke of Norfolk
KG GCVO CBCBE ML DL

Rt Hon Rt Rev Lord Runcie MC ) | /)/ .

Prof Elie Wiesel From the Chairman: Lord Janner of Braunstone, QC (D11 |
Trustees

President 7 December, 1998

Rt Hon Lord Sainsbury

Chairman The Prime Minister The Rt. Hon. Tony Blair, MP

Lord Janner of Braunstone QC 10 Downing Street (- 5 = )
Secretary London SW1

Sir Ivan Lawrence QC

Treasurer

Rt Hon Lord Merlyn-Rees PC

Rt Hon Lord Hunt of Wirral
Lord Levy

[van Lewis MP

Jon Mendelsohn

Martin Paisner LLM

David Sumberg

g"?zdc?f Management I do hope that you, Cherie and the children are all well — and that you will enjoy a
av ITyn :
1\1&; Hart marvellous Christmas. The Janners are fine.

Ben Helfgott

han Kestenb . . .
'{)Zﬁtpﬁﬁhp‘?ten s [ write to say thank you — to you or to whomever it was in the government who

Martin Savitt decided that a day each year should be set aside to commemorate the Holocaust.
British Video Archive All my colleagues on the Holocaust Educational Trust were as delighted as I was
for Holocaust Testimonies ~ to hear the good news and we thank you — for a worthy, notable and very

filleca Serege important and honourable decision.

Hon Accountants

fitem Betlyn Gardper The question that now arises is — which day will it be? I would suggest that it be
Director the same day as Yom Hashoa, as it is celebrated in Israel and throughout the
Janice Lopatkin world. But as this is — like Easter — not a fixed date, then if you decide that it
Associate Director should be on a particular date each year, we would be very happy to consult with
Stephen Ward the appropriate Minister as to which date would be best — there are some fairly
e strong views on that subject.

Dr Daniel Summerfield

Anyway, thank you. And with warmest good wishes, as always.

Communications Director

Karen Pollock

Administrative Director
Jayne Ford

Registered Charity No. 327640
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During the Second World War over four million people were engaged on

the “Home Front” in the United Kingdom. Their activities covered a wide range
of work - in explosives or armament factories, in the dockyards and shipyards, 1n
iron, steel and chemical factories, down the mines, in transport and on the land.
They faced very considerable hardship and dislocation of their lives and in many

cases danger from explosions or bombing.

Some of the War workers have made strong pleas to me to be awarded the
Defence Medal. As you will know, this was issued in 1945 on a limited basis
mainly to those in civil defence or working in areas of military operations. The
Government has looked again at the possibility of a retrospective award, but this
would be impractical. Nevertheless, now those with firsthand experience of war
work are declining in number, I am keen to do something to commemorate their
efforts and to commend their selflessness and self-sacrifice to present and future

generations.

The Government is therefore looking into the possibility of creating a

National Memorial which would highlight for future generations the self-sacrifice




and service of all those who worked on the Home Front during the Second World

War. I hope that such a memorial might also encourage present generations to

look “not to your own interests, but to the interests of others”.

I wonder whether it would also be possible for Churches throughout the
United Kingdom (and those from other faiths in their own assemblies) to set aside
a particular Sunday to remember the dedication of those who worked on the
Home Front during the Second World War and to draw lessons from them for the
next century. It may be that you and colleagues from other denominations would
be able to commend special prayers and readings for such an occasion. I would
hope that some Cathedral Churches - in Durham for example - could play a
special role in any commemorations. I would be grateful if you could consider

this and let me have your views on the principle of this suggestion.

Clearly there are many details to sort out concerning the particular
occasion and dates - not least the availability of the Royal Family, my own diary
and indeed the calls upon you and your colleagues. But given the wide interest
there is in this issue, especially among some of those in munitions industries (not
least in my own constituency) and the Women’s Land Army, I would like to be
able to inform Parliament before the Christmas Recess that such a National
Memorial and Sunday are planned. I hope that you or your representatives
could then discuss with my officials how to put these into practice. I would hope
that any unveiling of a National Memorial and commemorations to go with it

could take place between, say, autumn 1999 and Easter 2000.




I would be very grateful if you could agree quickly to my making an

announcement in principle to go ahead with these plans. It would be helpful to

have a response by the end of next week.

I am writing in similar terms to the Archbishop of Canterbury, the
Cardinal Archbishop of Westminster, the General Secretary of the Free

Churches’ Council and Dr Jonathan Sacks.
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The Right Reverend Professor Alan Main




10 DOWNING STREET
LONDON SW1A 2AA

THE PRIME MINISTER 3 December 1998

R/ /ZQAAW /ZQW,

During the Second World War over four million people were engaged on

the “Home Front” in the United Kingdom. Their activities covered a wide range
of work - in explosives or armament factories, in the dockyards and shipyards, in
iron, steel and chemical factories, down the mines, in transport and on the land.

They faced very considerable hardship and dislocation of their lives and in many

cases danger from explosions or bombing.

Some of the War workers have made strong pleas to me to be awarded the
Defence Medal. As you will know, this was issued in 1945 on a limited basis
mainly to those in civil defence or working in areas of military operations. The
Government has looked again at the possibility of a retrospective award, but this
would be impractical. Nevertheless, now those with firsthand experience of war

work are declining in number, I am keen to do something to commemorate their

efforts and to commend their selflessness and self-sacrifice to present and future

generations.

The Government is therefore looking into the possibility of creating a
National Memorial which would highlight for future generations the self-—sacrificé/'k,

and service of all those who worked on the Home Front during the Second World




War. I hope that such a memorial might also encourage present generations to

look “not to your own interests, but to the interests of others”.

I wonder whether it would also be possible for Churches throughout the
United Kingdom (and those from other faiths in their own assemblies) to set aside
a particular Sunday to remember the dedication of those who worked on the
Home Front during the Second World War and to draw lessons from them for the
next century. It may be that you and colleagues from other denominations would
be able to commend special prayers and readings for such an occasion. I would
hope that some Cathedral Churches - in Durham for example - could play a
special role in any commemorations. I would be grateful if you could consider

this and let me have your views on the principle of this suggestion.

Clearly there are many details to sort out concerning the particular
occasion and dates - not least the availability of the Royal Family, my own diary
and indeed the calls upon you and your colleagues. But given the wide interest
there is in this issue, especially among some of those in munitions industries (not
least in my own constituency) and the Women’s Land Army, I would like to be
able to inform Parliament before the Christmas Recess that such a National
Memorial and Sunday are planned. I hope that you or your representatives
could then discuss with my officials how to put these into practice. I would hope
that any unveiling of a National Memorial and commemorations to go with it

could take place between, say, autumn 1999 and Easter 2000.

I would be very grateful if you could agree quickly to my making an

announcement in principle to go ahead with these plans. It would be helpful to

have a response by the end of next week.




I am writing in similar terms to the Archbishop of Canterbury, the

Cardinal Archbishop of Westminster, Dr Jonathan Sacks and the Moderator of

the Church of Scotland.
My A ““%
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The Reverend Geoffrey Roper
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During the Second World War over four million people were engaged in

the munitions industries in the United Kingdom. Their activities covered a wide
range of work - in explosives or armament factories, in the dockyards and

shipyards, in iron, steel and chemical factories, down the mines, in transport and
on the land. They faced very considerable hardship and dislocation of their lives

and in many cases danger from explosions or bombing.

Some of the War workers have made strong pleas to me to be awarded the
Defence Medal. As you will know, this was issued in 1945 on a limited basis
mainly to those in civil defence or working in areas of military operations. The
Government has looked again at the possibility of a retrospective award, but this
would be impractical. Nevertheless, now those with firsthand experience of war
work are declining in number, I am keen to do something to commemorate their

efforts and to commend their selflessness and self-sacrifice to present and future

generations.

The Government is therefore looking into the possibility of creating a
National Memorial which would highlight for future generations the self-sacrifice
and service of all those who worked on the Home Front during the Second World

War. I hope that such a memorial might also encourage present generations to

look not to their own interests, but to the interests of others. &

/




I wonder whether it would also be possible for Churches throughout the
United Kingdom, and those from other faiths in their own assemblies, to set aside
a particular day to remember the dedication of those who worked during the

Second World War and to draw lessons from them for the next century.

I have written to George Carey, Basil Hume, the Reverend Geoffrey
Roper of the Free Churches’ Council and the Reverend Alan Main of the Church
of Scotland to ask if they would be able to commend special prayers and readings
for such an occasion. I have told them that I am also writing to you. I would be
grateful if you could let me have your views on the principle of what I have

suggested, and how it might be applied in your own community.

Clearly there are many details to sort out concerning the particular
occasion and dates - not least the availability of the Royal Family, my own diary
and indeed the calls upon you and your colleagues. But given the wide interest
there is in this issue, especially among some of those in munitions industries (not
least in my own constituency) and the Women’s Land Army, I would like to be
able to inform Parliament before the Christmas Recess of what is planned. I
would hope that any unveiling of a National Memorial, and particular

commemorations to go with it could take place between, say, autumn 1999 and

Easter 2000.

I would be very grateful for your views. It would be helpful to have a

response by the end of next week.

Lot ke,
o
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Dr Jonathan Sacks OW/’
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During the Second World War over four million people were engaged on
the “Home Front” in the United Kingdom. Their activities covered a wide range
of work - in explosives or armament factories, in the dockyards and shipyards, in
iron, steel and chemical factories, down the mines, in transport and on the land.

They faced very considerable hardship and dislocation of their lives and in many

cases danger from explosions or bombing.

Some of the War workers have made strong pleas to me to be awarded the
Defence Medal. As you will know, this was issued in 1945 on a limited basis
mainly to those in civil defence or working in areas of military operations. The
Government has looked again at the possibility of a retrospective award, but this
would be impractical. Nevertheless, now those with firsthand experience of war
work are declining in number, I am keen to do something to commemorate their
efforts and to commend their selflessness and self-sacrifice to present and future

generations.

CA

National Memorial which would highlight for future generations the self-sacrifice

The Government is therefore looking into the possibility of creating a




and service of all those who worked on the Home Front during the Second World
War. I hope that such a memorial might also encourage present generations to

look “not to your own interests, but to the interests of others”.

I wonder whether it would also be possible for Churches throughout the
United Kingdom (and those from other faiths in their own assemblies) to set aside
a particular Sunday to remember the dedication of those who worked on the
Home Front during the Second World War and to draw lessons from them for the
next century. It may be that you and colleagues from other denominations would
be able to commend special prayers and readings for such an occasion. I would
hope that some Cathedral Churches - in Durham for example - could play a
special role in any commemorations. I would be grateful if you could consider

this and let me have your views on the principle of this suggestion.

Clearly there are many details to sort out concerning the particular
occasion and dates - not least the availability of the Royal Family, my own diary
and indeed the calls upon you and your colleagues. But given the wide interest
there is in this issue, especially among some of those in munitions industries (not
least in my own constituency) and the Women’s Land Army, I would like to be
able to inform Parliament before the Christmas Recess that such a National
Memorial and Sunday are planned. I hope that you or your representatives
could then discuss with my officials how to put these into practice. I would hope

that any unveiling of a National Memorial and commemorations to go with it

could take place between, say, autumn 1999 and Easter 2000.




I would be very grateful if you could agree quickly to my making an

announcement in principle to go ahead with these plans. It would be helpful to

have a response by the end of next week.

[ am writing in similar terms to the Cardinal Archbishop of Westminster
the General Secretary of the Free Churches’ Council, Dr Jonathan Sacks and the

Moderator of the Church of Scotland.
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The Most Reverend and Right Honourable The Lord Archbishop of Canterbury
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During the Second World War over four million people were engaged on
the “Home Front” in the United Kingdom. Their activities covered a wide range
of work - in explosives or armament factories, in the dockyards and shipyards, in
iron, steel and chemical factories, down the mines, in transport and on the land.

They faced very considerable hardship and dislocation of their lives and in many

cases danger from explosions or bombing.

Some of the War workers have made strong pleas to me to be awarded the
Defence Medal. As you will know, this was issued in 1945 on a limited basis
mainly to those in civil defence or working in areas of military operations. The
Government has looked again at the possibility of a retrospective award, but this
would be impractical. Nevertheless, now those with firsthand experience of war
work are declining in number, I am keen to do something to commemorate their
efforts and to commend their selflessness and self-sacrifice to present and future

generations.

The Government is therefore looking into the possibility of creating a

National Memorial which would highlight for future generations the self-sacrifici k




and service of all those who worked on the Home Front during the Second World
War. I hope that such a memorial might also encourage present generations to

look “not to your own interests, but to the interests of others”.

I wonder whether it would also be possible for Churches throughout the
United Kingdom (and those from other faiths in their own assemblies) to set aside
a particular Sunday to remember the dedication of those who worked on the
Home Front during the Second World War and to draw lessons from them for the
next century. It may be that you and colleagues from other denominations would
be able to commend special prayers and readings for such an occasion. I would
hope that some Cathedral Churches - in Durham for example - could play a
special role in any commemorations. I would be grateful if you could consider

this and let me have your views on the principle of this suggestion.

Clearly there are many details to sort out concerning the particular
occasion and dates - not least the availability of the Royal Family, my own diary
and indeed the calls upon you and your colleagues. But given the wide interest
there is in this issue, especially among some of those in munitions industries (not
least in my own constituency) and the Women’s Land Army, I would like to be
able to inform Parliament before the Christmas Recess that such a National
Memorial and Sunday are planned. I hope that you or your representatives
could then discuss with my officials how to put these into practice. I would hope

that any unveiling of a National Memorial and commemorations to go with it

could take place between, say, autumn 1999 and Easter 2000.




I would be very grateful if you could agree quickly to my making an

announcement in principle to go ahead with these plans. It would be helpful to

have a response by the end of next week.

[ am writing in similar terms to the Archbishop of Canterbury, the General
Secretary of the Free Churches’ Council, Dr Jonathan Sacks and the Moderator

of the Church of Scotland.

' O\/\/u\g/@uub
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His Eminence Cardinal Basil Hume
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. FROM: A J MERIFIELD
DATE: 2 December 1998

MR BARTON (e-mailed only)

HOME FRONT MEMORIAL

Following a conversation with Muir Russell in the Scottish Office I suggest

you add to the three Church leaders a fourth:

The Rt Rev Professor Alan Main MA TD BD STM PhD
Moderator of the General Assembly of the Church of Scotland
121 George Street

Edinburgh

EH2 4YN

The final paragraph of the three Churches letter should then include the
name as appropriate “[The Moderator of the General Assembly of the Church

of Scotland]”. I do not think it is imperative to amend the letter to the Chief
Rabbi.

A J MERIFIELD
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' FROM: A J MERIFIELD
. DATE: 2 December 1998

MR BgR{ON cc Sir Richard Wilson
F[e_ Mrs Blackburn (MAFF)
Mr Benjamin (MOD)
fog Miss Wrighton
/ w }J/ﬁbf\bml 3
HOME FRONT MEMORIAL

I am enclosing a draft from the Prime Minister to send to:

a. The Most Reverend and Right Honourable George Carey PhD,
Archbishop of Canterbury, Lambeth Palace, Lambeth Palace Road,
London SE1 7JU;

b. His Eminence Cardinal Basil Hume, The Cardinal Archbishop of
Westminster, Archbishop’s House, Ambrosden Avenue, London 5W1;
and -

C; The Reverend Geoffrey Roper, General Secretary, Free Churches’

Council, 27 Tavistock Square, London WC1.
2. A letter in similar vein should go to:

Dr Jonathan Sacks, The Chief Rabbi, 735 High Road,

~ T TN

London N12 OUS.

3, [ have attached a slightly varied version of the letter to the Chief
Rabbi. In all cases you will wish to consider style, eg in the letter to the
Chief Rabbi I wondered if the Prime Minister would want to adopt a less
formal note than in letters that will be widely circulated to other
Archbishops and Free Church Groups throughout the UK.

4. I am visiting Coventry next week to talk to the Provost about the
feasibility of a national memorial, what form it might take, its cost and
possible dates. He was suggesting November next year but my enquiries of
the Palace have revealed that The Queen (and Mr Blair) will be abroad
during that time.

3. I am also fixing a meeting with the Imperial War Museum who will
need to be pump-primed if they are to undertake the preparation of a
brochure and who have some reservations regarding the spread of the
pamphlet given that there is no easy cut off as to who was or was not a “war
worker”. 1 will also be writing to the Permanent Secretaries for Scotland,
Wales and Northern Ireland.

/) T \F
~ \

A J MERIFIELD
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DRAFT FOR PRIME MINISTER TO SEND TO THE THREE CHRISTIAN

CHURCH LEADERS

During the Second World War over four million people were engaged in the
munitions industries in the United Kingdom. Their activities covered a wide
range of work - in explosives or armament factories, in the dockyards and
shipyards, in iron, steel and chemical factories, down the mines, In
transport and on the land. Along with a fair proportion of other civilian
workers who ensured that they were fed, clothed and housed, they faced
very considerable hardship and dislocation of their lives and in many cases

danger from explosions or bombing.

Some of the War workers have made strong pleas to me to be awarded the
Defence Medal, which in 1945 was given on a limited basis mainly to those
in civil defence or working in areas of military operations. Such a
retrospective award is impractical, but particularly now those with firsthand
experience of war work are declining in number, I believe that something
should be done to commemorate their efforts and, equally important, to

commend their selflessness and self-sacrifice to inspire present and future

generations.

I have asked my officials to look into the possibility of creating a National
Memorial which commends to future generations the self-sacrifice and
service of all those who worked on the Home Front during the Second World
War. [ hope that such a memorial might also encourage present generations

to look “not to your own interests, but to the interests of others”.
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But along with this, I wondered whether it would be possible for Churches
throughout the United Kingdom (and those from other faiths in their own
assemblies), to set aside a particular Sunday to remember the dedication of
those working during the Second World War and to draw lessons from it for
the next century. It may be that you, and colleagues from other
denominations (with the Chief Rabbi to whom I am also writing, and others),
would be able to commend special prayers and readings for such an
occasion. I would hope that some Cathedral Churches - in Durham for
example - could play a special role in any commemorations. [ would be
grateful if you could consider this and let me have your views on the

principle of what I have suggested.

Clearly there are many details to be considered concerning the particular
occasion and dates - not least the availability of the Royal Family, my own

diary and indeed the calls upon you and your colleagues. But given the

pressing interest which this has generated, especially among some of those

in munitions industries (not least in my own constituency) and the Women’s
Land Army, I would like to be able to make a Statement of Intent to
Parliament before the Christmas Recess. Thereafter I would hope that it
would be possible for you or your representatives to join with my officials in
examining how the principl<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>