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@ series: ALBANIA

File Title :

Date

Part: 1

From

Relations

To

Subject

Class Secret

~ 25/04/1999

FA/APS

FCO

(M) - Bilateral with President Of Albania

25/04/1999

FA/APS

PM

Brief - President

28/04/1999

DID

FA/APS

Bilateral with President of Albania

05/05/1999

FA/APS

FCO

Prime Minister's Visit to Bulgaria and Albania

13/05/1999

FCO

FA/APS

Brief - PM and President

13/05/1999

FA/APS

PM

Checklist for Thagi/Qosja

13/05/1999

DID

Kosovo refugees - Albania

14/05/1999

FA/PS

(M) - Call by Ibrahim Rugova

[ell=lN=i=l=lN=lN=lN=]

14/05/1999

FCO

Annex A: Background Briefing for PM visit - May 1999

16/05/1999

DID

DFID help for refugees in Albania

17/05/1999

PM

Programme and media arrangements fosr visit

18/05/1999

FA/APS

FCO

(M) Call on Albanian President

18/05/1999

FA/APS

FCO

(M) Call on Albanian Prime Minister

18/05/1999

FA/PS

FCO

(M) Prime Minister's meeting with Kosovar Albanian representatives

20/05/1999

PM

Albania/HMA

Thanks for visit

28/05/1999

PM

Albania/Pres

thank you for receiving me in Tirana

28/05/1999

PM

to HE Mr. Majko:thank you for receiving me in Majko

28/05/1999

PM

to Gen John Reith: thank you for making my visit a success

20/07/1999

FCO

FA/APS

Letter from the Albanian prime minister

28/07/1999

FCO

FA/PS

Albania

02/08/1999

PM

Albania/Pres

(H) Kosovo crisis

06/08/1999

FCO

FA/APS

Albania: Youth Sports Training

27/10/1999

FCO

FA/APS

/albania: message from the prime minister

28/10/1999

FA/PS

From Francesco Olivieri: Support for Albania and new Prime Ministe

15/11/1999

Albania/Pres

PM

(H) Thankyou for your letter of congratulations’

15/02/2000

FA/APS

FCO

Kukes, Albania

18/02/2000

FCO

FA/APS

Nobel Peace Prize: Nomination of Kukes, Albania

24/02/2000

PM

(H) To Prime Minister Meta of Albania: Nomination of Kukes for the

23/03/2000

Albania/Pres

PM

Kosovo

30/03/2000

FA/APS

FCO

Letter from Albanian PM

05/04/2000

FCO

FA/APS

Letter from Albanian Prime Minister

07/04/2000

PM

Albania/Pres

(H) UK's role in Kosovo

02/05/2000

FA/APS

FCO

Albania

24/05/2000

FCO

To Anthony Cavnedish: Ex-King Leka's Visa Problems

25/05/2000

Ch.Staff

From Anthony Cavendish: Ex-King Leka's Visa Problems

02/06/2000

Ch.Staff

To Anthony Cavendish: Ex-King Leka's Visa Problem

24/07/2000

FAIPS

FCO

King Leka of the Albanians

25/07/2000

Telegram/IN

Telno 1 Tirana: King Leka of the Albanians

25/07/2000

FCO

FA/APS

Visit of PM Meta of Albania

31/07/2000

FCO

FA/IPS

King Leka of the Albanians

05/09/2000

FCO

FA/APS

Brief - President in New York

07/09/2000

FA/APS

FCO

(M) Albania: Meeting eith President Meidani

12/09/2000

Telegram/IN

Telno 928 Western Balkans: Autonomous Trade Measures

15/09/2000

FCO

FA/APS

Albania: EU Stabilisation and Association Agreement

02/10/2000

FA/APS

FCO

standard letter - 'l enclose top copy of letter the PM has written to Ch

02/10/2000

PM

To Chris Patten - EU stabilisation and Association agreement (SAA)

04/10/2000

Ch.Staff

From Anthony Cavendish-Redlands; King Leka's visit to London

23/10/2000

Ch.Staff

From Anthony Cavendish-Redlands; King Leka's visit to London

24/10/2000

Ch.Staff

To Anthony Cavendish-Redlands; King Leka's visit to London

@) @) N= el el =l M= e U iz i = == e =) e e Fa e e e e e = i e e e e el e i) iEY e e el e e o) el i) e = el fle)

Page 2 of 2




@ series: ALBANIA D
File Title : Relations

Part: 1

Date From To Subject Class Secret

24/02/1997 |PA/PS PM Presents from Albania

02/03/1997 |Albanian ambo PM The Riots currently taking place in Albania

03/03/1997 |[FA/PS FCO Current situation - request for FCO advice and draft
03/03/1997 |W'ton Tel no 499 : - State of Emergency

03/03/1997 |FCO FA/Ps Sitrep

05/03/1997 |FCO FCO/EAD FS summary of policy

05/03/1997 |UKDEL Tel no 57 : OSCE Team

06/03/1997 |UKREP Tels 499 , 450 - Sitrep

10/03/1997 |CO Sitrep

11/03/1997 |FCO Recent developments

11/03/1997 |CO Sitrep

13/03/1997 |FA/PS Evacuation

14/03/1997 |D/Clerk Sitrep

14/03/1997 |FCO Latest Developments

14/03/1997 |CO Sitrep

15/03/1997 |FA/PS Sitrep

16/03/1997 |Vienna Tel 62, 63 : Meeting of EU Foreign Mnisters Ministers: Presidency st
17/03/1997 |CO Current Situation

17/03/1997 |FCO Current Situation

19/03/1997 |FCO Tel : 75 - Advisory Mission

20/03/1997 |Vienna Tel: 77: OSCE: Albania

20/03/1997 |Vienna Tel: 78: Albania: OSCE: MIPT Permanenent Council Decision
24/03/1997 |HO Declaration of upheaval for the perposes of the Social Security Regul
24/03/1997 |Brussels Tel No 614 Albania

24/03/1997 |Brussels Tel No 615 Albania Situation

24/03/1997 |FA/PS PM Foreign Affairs round up

25/03/1997 |FA/PS PM Foreign Affairs

26/03/1997 |Rome Tel no 181 - Albania

26/03/1997 |FA/PS PM Foreign Affairs update - Albania

01/04/1997 |FA/PS PM Foreign Affairs

04/04/1997 |FA/PS PM Foreign affairs update - Albania

08/04/1997 |FA/APS PM Foreign Affairs - Little change

02/07/1997 |MOD FA/PS Albania: Evacuation of Britsih Nationals

30/07/1997 |FCO FA/APS Congratuatory message to Fatos Nano PM

25/08/1997 PM Letter from Sali Berisha - Pjeter Arbnori

28/08/1997 |FA/PS FCO Request for draft reply

13/10/1997 |FCO FA/APS Guest of Government Visit by Albanian Prime Minister
13/10/1997 |FA/APS FCO Visit of Albanian Prime Minister

05/12/1997 |FCO FA/APS Message from the PM to the PM of Albania

14/12/1997 |PM Albania/Pres (H) Promotion of a national consenus on Albania's future
22/12/1997 Press Release:Police Beats and arrests 15 Judges in Tirana
13/02/1998 |FCO FA/APS Gonzalez - possibility he will ring the PM

24/07/1998 [MOD FCO Enhanced Military assistance to Albania

14/09/1998 |MOD FA/PS Albania

17/09/1998 |FA/PS PM Albania

17/09/1998 |MOD FA/PS Contingency plans for evacuation of British citizens from Albania
18/09/1998 |[MOD FA/PS Albania

05/10/1998 |FCO FA/APS Albania: message from the prime minister to Majko
06/10/1998 |Ch.Sfaff FCO Albania: message from the prime minister to Majko
15/04/1999 |Albania/Pres PM Support for Albania

20/04/1999 |PM Albania/Pres Support for Albania
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10 DOWNING STREET
LONDON SWI1A 2AA

From the Prime Minister's Chief of Staff 24 October 2000

P&“ ooy

Thank you for your letter of 23 October about King Leka’s visit. I have
briefed those who need to know.

¥ )

Y

JONATHAN POWELL

Mr Anthony Cavendish




ANTHONY CAVENDISH REDLANDS
SHERFIELD-ON-LODDON
HAMPSHIRE
RG27 0JQ

Telephone: 01256 880475
Fax: 01256 880476
E-mail: a.cavendish@dial.pipex.com

23" October, 2000

Jonathan Powell, Esq.,

Chief of Staff,
10 Downing Street, \J L\,
LONDON SW1A 2AA

King Leka of Albania eventuaily turned up and i arranged various meetings for him and gave lunch
for him. He was received in the Foreign Office by David Musgrave and his boss, Charles
Crawford.

A point of interest was that Leka arrived here from Saudi Arabia where he had been the guest for
two weeks of H.R.H. Prince Turki bin Feisal, who as you know is Head of the Saudi Intelligence
Service. He left here to return to South Africa with the intention of returning to Saudi Arabia in
about a month’s time.

I attach a note the King left me on the situation in Albania. He was not happy with his visit to the
Foreign Office since they expressed their doubts about the Referendum being in his favour.

The King also went to Sandhurst where he and his son were given a friendly reception by General
Arthur Denaro.

Best Wishes.




05.10.00

THE POLITICAL SITUATION IN ALBANIA

The biggest events were the developments after the local elections of
October 1. Immediately after the elections, in the morning Of October 2,
but also during the late night hours of the election day the P.S.(Socialist
Party) declared a massive victory in all Albania.

According to them this victory was from 80 to 60% of the municipalities
and counties, whereas, according to them, the PD(Democrat Party) did
not win even 30%. In spite of these announcements they did not celebrate
their victory . The opposition started in the election day to denounce the
manipulations of the Socialists: The missing of 300000 voters in the
voters list. The missing of voting ballots in the zones, where it was
thought that the opposition would win. Police terror in the zones where
the opposition candidates were stronger, for instance in Durres where
during the whole voting day the mayor’s office was surrounded by police
and the electoral staff of the opposition was arrested.

In many instances the police seized the voting boxes and falsified
affidavits. These violations had occurred also in 1997 when they
manipulated the Referendum for the Monarchy and they forced the
opposition to declare yesterday and today that it does not accept these
election results and declares them worthless. But the OSCE hurried
yesterday to make the declaration that it accepts the election results and
that these elections were ” a visible progress towards the democratic
standards of Europe “(?!). On October 4 the Ambassador of the USA in
Tirana, Joseph Limprecht made a declaration where he calls these
elections a “ success of the Government and of the . e
Albanian people on the road towards democracy “. In spite of all this, as
of today, October 4 the KQZ(voting commission) has not yet given the
official results of the election.

The situation looks like this: The opposition is determined not to
recognize the election results because of the manipulations or to
recognize only part of the results, after it verifies the voter’s lists and
where there is no fraud, whereas in those locations voters are missing,




where ballots to vote were missing or the results falsified, voting should
be repeated. but this must start with the changing of the personnel of the
KQZ (Vote Control Commission) which is entirely named by the PS
(Socialist Party) and serves it. So that the KQZ is not independent

or arrived by consensus of the political parties , as was requested by
Mrs.Allbright when she visited Albania a few months ago.

The conclusion of the opposition is that in the name of stability that is
requested by the International Community for Albania, we cannot permit
the internal destruction of the Albanian Democracy.

On the other hand , the PS( Socialist Party) is determined to preserve
these results, assuring them the local power that was missing after their
“victory” of the central power in 1997. This may bring new clashes in
Albania, because many zones have warned that they will be out protesting
in all the country.

The official position is that on the 15" of October there will be a runoff
election for 28 municipalities and 98 counties but also other parties of the

Right. Thus the Legality Party has won two counties in Derjan (Burgajet
is included in this county) and Lis and is in the runoff ballot for the
municipality of Klos and the county of Puke. Also other Parties such as
Balli Kombetar, Republicans, the United Right etc. All in all there are
40% of the Municipalities and counties will be in runoff election of
October 15. From the large municipalities : Tirana and Durres have been
won by The Socialists, whereas Shkodra was won by the Democrats.

In spite of all this, these results are contested for instance Tirana and
Durres ~are contesied by the PD; whereas Shkodra.by: the PS. The
opposition continues to protest and asks that they give it the hard disk of
the registered voters for verification.

This election used 13000 police joined by military Commandos to guard
buildings of special importance. These forces are still in place. The
government has declared that it has information about groups that want to
organize terror and sabotage. The secret police declared that one plane
with forces of Bukoshi which was coming from Switzerland was not
allowed to land in the Rinas airport. This is not verified from any other
source but it is possible that the Socialists open the psychose of anarchy
to strengthen their terror before the elections as it is now before the runoff
of October 15.




THE POLITICAL SITUATION IN KOSOVA

It centers on the electoral campain for local elections of October 28. Up
till now the different pols indicate an increase of the LDK of Rugova
(Information received by HM King Leka indicates that the UCK of Thaci
has formed alliance and strong ties with Fatos Nano of the socialist party
in Albania). Of special note was a declaration of the Serb community in
Kosova ,which accepts the elections in Kosova but will not take part. This
may be due to the news of the opposition victory in Serbia, although
Slobodan does not accept it and is asking for a runoff on October 8. The
situation may get worse although Sadam Husein has offered his services
and political asylum in Irak.

Other problems in Albania and Kosova continue to be difficult especially
the ecconomy. . Thus in our country there is a big problem of
unemployment and high prices of poverty and hunger crisis in many
zones . Dissatisfaction is very big where we went Vlore, Durres,
Peshkopi, Korce etc many say that if they want to save us send us the
King of Albania because only he can save this land by saving it from
corruption and the lack of law and order everywhere. But the people say
the return of the King is prevented by the Socialists and foreign forces
who do not know well Albanian History where only in the time of the
Kingdom there was order, justice and economic progress for all based on
property and work for all.

H.M.KING LEKA I OF THE ALBANIANS
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Further to my earlier correspondence, King Leka is due to arrive in London on Saturday next, the A‘V
7% and is talking about staying for between seven and ten days. That means he is here for all of
next week.

I have been seeking financial support for Leka from various Moslem potentates and indeed he is
arriving here from Saudi Arabia.

1 think the note I wrote about him some months ago, of which I enclose a copy, is even more to the
point in view of the present problems in Yugoslavia. 1 spoke to Crown Prince Alexander yesterday
and for the first time he said he would be willing to have a drink with Leka next week.

You will also have noticed that the Crown Prince of Montenegro paid a visit to his Homeland only
to be greatly surprised by the warm reception he received.

I really believe that if the Government thought it was worthwhile to try and organise something in
the Balkans, now is a time when there are more good omens than usual.

Perhaps you would be kind enough to let me know who you would like to have a discussion with
Leka.

I am planning to give a funch for the King on either Tuesday, the 10" or Thursday, the 12" October,
and would be happy to invite anybody you wished.

Best Wishes.
P

S
Cat

Enc.
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The future of a stable Albania in the Balkans
The continued confusion and unsettled situation in Albania and the neighbouring
territories calls out for a just solution.
For the past ten years or so I have been an Adviser to King Leka, the exiled King of
Albania who lives in South Africa.
Until the death of Lord (Julian) Amery, Amery, with his knowledge of that country since
his service there during the war, had sought to negotiate a new start for the Royalist
Faction. In 1996 Julian had visited President Berisha and had negotiated a tentative
return of Leka. Leka indeed visited Albania and his visit showed the considerable
support he had then.
There is no doubt today that Leka has a considerable following in Albania, Kosovo,
southern Serbia and western Macedonia and I have been in touch with the Prime
Minister’s Chief of Staff, and the Foreign Office, and there is interest in discussing
with him how a return of Leka to Albania could strengthen the Loyalist Faction
(supported by the Legality Party) with the possibility of a peaceful outcome and the
development of this most beautiful country on the Adriatic.
Until the death of His Majesty King Hussein of Jordan, King Leka was supported
financially, adequately but not extravagantly, both by King Hussein and Sultan Qaboos of
Oman.
This support has stopped
I am therefore seeking to find sufficient funding to enabie the King to visit the United
Kingdom for discussions with the Government and also then for the King to be able to

make an exploratory visit to Albania.




10 DOWNING STREET
LONDON SWI1A 2AA

From the Private Secretary

2 October 2000

I enclose the top copy of a letter the Prime Minister has written to
The Rt Hon Chris Patten CH. I have not faxed a copy of the letter to his office

and I should be grateful if you could arrange for it to be delivered as soon as
possible.

I am copying this letter by fax to Nigel Sheinwald (UKRep Brussels).

>/Ovuv\ R

MM
MICHAEL TATHAM

Tim Barrow
FCO




10 DOWNING STREET
LONDON SW1A 2AA

29 September 2000
THE PRIME MINISTER

LEVIRS

I am writing to you about the prospects for an EU Stabilisation and
Association Agreement (SAA) with Albania, which I discussed with President
Meidani of Albania on 6 September in New York. He and the Albanian
government are clearly anxious for negotiations on an SAA to start as soon as
possible. I think it is important that we in the EU support this objective and I

would welcome your views on how best to work towards this.

President Meidani said he hoped the EU would agree by the end of this
year to open SAA negotiations, with negotiations beginning at the start of next.
This is obviously an ambitious target; Albania has a considerable way to go
before it will be ready to assume the responsibilities of an SAA, as the
Commission’s feasibility study last year showed. Nevertheless, the Albanian
government is determined to make the necessary reforms to secure an SAA and,
eventually, EU membership. We need to encourage them along that road and

demonstrate publicly that the EU supports their aspirations. This is in all our

interests — a prosperous, democratic Albania is an important component of peace

and stability in the Balkans. We must now allow Albania to languish in a

backwater of the SAA process while Croatia and Macedonia speed ahead.




I hope that we can do this in two ways.

First, by agreeing that the Commission should start preparing Albania’s
SAA negotiating mandate this year. This will be important in giving them a
sense of momentum and reinforcing their commitment to making the difficult
changes required to join the European mainstream. If we avoid discussing dates
then we risk increasing Albanian suspicions that the process will be strung out

indefinitely. I hope that you can endorse this objective.

Second, I hope that the Commission can work with member states in
devising imaginative ways of helping Albania make progress in the priority areas
identified in the Commission’s feasibility study and the Albanian status report.
For example, we might set up a new EU/Albania consultative task force such as
we have for Bosnia and Croatia; tailor EU aid more closely to the key targets of
structural reform, governance and law and order; or establish new SAA

“partnerships” with all potential SAA countries which would map out clearly the

path ahead. We might also consider ways in which Albania’s SAA could be

tailored to fit their circumstances, for example by lengthening the transition

period during which they have to assume their reciprocal obligations on trade.

I believe that by making their SAA prospects clearer in this way, we will
give the Albanian government the reassurance and sense of momentum they need

to justify and reinforce their reform policies — as well as stepping up our own




assistance to them in their preparations. That is in all our interests. The signs of
new stability and progress in Albania are encouraging: we must not weaken them

by failing to respond constructively and imaginatively ourselves.

M LS

—

| ows

The Right Honourable Chris Patten, C.H.
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Albania: FEU Stabilisation and Association Agreement

I am writing in reply to your letter of 7 September to
Patrick Davies about the Prime Minister’s meeting with
President Meidani of Albania in New York on 6 September. The
Prime Minister asked for a draft letter to Chris Patten
supporting an EU Stabilisation and Association Agreement (SAA)
with Albania, and for the Foreign Secretary to speak to
Vedrine.

The Commission feasibility study on the possibility of
an SAA with Albania last year concluded that, unlike Croatia
and Macedonia, Albania was not ready for an SAA and needed
first to make substantial progress in structural refiorm,
governance and law and order. Neither EU member states nor
the Commission were convinced by the Albanian status report
(produced shortly afterwards in response to the feasibility
study) that Albania had made enough progress to justify moving
to SAA negotiations. Although the Albanian government is
undoubtedly committed to reform, their actual implementation
of change is patchy. Our support fer an early SAA, then,
needs to be accompanied by practical, concrete suggestions as
to how the EU can help Albania prepare. The enclosed draft
letter from the Prime Minister to Chris Patten contains
several ideas.

The draft letter proposes that we start work on the SAA
negotiating mandate this year. In practice, it will not be
possible for the Commission to propose a mandate, to get it
approved by the Council by end-2000, and for negotiations to
start at the start of 2001, as President Meidani hoped.
Experience suggests it will take six months or more to deafit,
and agree among EU member states, the terms of the mandate
(and probably much longer in practice because Albania’s SAA is
likely to deviate more from the Macedonia/Croatia model) .
Even the Croatia mandate - requested by the Council in June -
will not be agreed until November, and Croatia is far more
ready for an SAA than Albania.




The fact that Meidani suggested this timetable probably
reflects Albanian lack of knowledge of EU procedures. But
what really matters to Albania is not the precise timetable of
EU agreement on the mandate, but the political signal of
getting some sort of work underway on the SAA this year. To
meet these aspirations, the Council would have to request a
negotiating mandate, and the Commission would have to start
Work on it, this- yedr. By proposing this to the Commission we
would send a strong signal of support to Albania of their SAA
aspirations, thereby fulfilling the Prime Minister’s promise
to Meidani. If we could subsequently secure Commission and
Member ‘State agreement - though this will be difficult given
the level of seepbtici=m — the 'Albanians would regard it as a
coup, ¥ for which we 'could itake the credit.:

The Eoreign Secretary hopes to find amn epportunity to
speak to Vedrine along these lines in the margins of the GAC
on 18 September.

7) wrd M

/

) —

(Tim Barrow)
Private Secretary

Anna Wechsberg
10 Downing Street




DRAFT LETTER FROM THE PRIME MINISTER TO CHRIS PATTEN

The Rt Hon Christopher Patten CH
Member of the European Commission for External Relations
Brussels

I am writing to you about the prospects for an EU
Stabilisation and Association Agreement (SAA) with Albania,
which I discussed with President Meidani of Albania on 6
September in New York.
eclearly anxlious for negotiations on an 'SAA .to' start
possible. L think, It 1s"dmportant sthat we in the
this objective and I would welcome your views on how best to
work towards this.

President Meidani said he hoped the EU would agree by
the end of this year to open SAA negotiationg, with
negotiations beginning at the start of nexj). This is
obviously an ambitious target; Albania hds a considerable way
to go before it will be ready to assume the responsibilities
of an SAA, as the Commission’s feasibi}ity study last year
showed. Nevertheless, the Albanian government is determined
to make the necessary reforms to secure an SAA and,
eventually, EU membership. We neee/go encourage them along
that road and demonstrate publicly/that the EU supports their
aspirations. Thie is ‘iniall our Anterests - a prosperous,
democratic Albania is an important component of peace and
stability in the Balkans. We st not allow Albania to
languish in a backwater of the/ SAA process while Croatia and
Macedonia speed ahead.

I hope that we can do/ this in two ways.

First, by agreeing fhat the Commission should start
preparing Albania’s SAA pegotiating mandate this year. This
will be important in giying them a sense of momentum and
reinforcing their commytment to making the difficult changes
required to join the ropean mainstream. If we avoid
discussing dates ther/ we risk increasing Albanian suspicions
that the process wi be strung out indefinitely. I hope that
you geutrd endorse this objective.

wn

Second, I hgpe that the Commission can work with member
states in devisi imaginative ways of helping Albania make
progress in the priority areas identified in the Commission’s
feasibility study and the Albanian status report. For
example, we might set up a new EU/Albania consultative task
force such as we have for Bosnla and Croatia; tailor EU aid
more closely %o the key targets of structural reform,
governance a law and order; or establish new SAA




"partnerships" with all potential SAA countries which would
map out clearly the path ahead. We might also consider ways
in which Albania’s SAA could be tailored to fit their
circumstances, for example by lengthening the transition
period during which they have to assume their reciprocal
obligations on trade.

I believe that by making their SAA prospects clearer in
this way, we will give the Albanian government the reassurance
and sense of momentum they need to justify and reinforce their
reform policies - as well as stepping up our own assistance to
them in their preparations. That is in all our interests.

The signs of new stability and progress in Albania are
encouraging: we must not weaken them by failing to respond
constructively, and imaginatively, ourselves.
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UNCLASSIFIED
WESTERN BALKANS: AUTONOMOUS TRADE MEASURES
From: UKREP BRUSSELS

TO IMMEDIATE FCO

TELNO 928

OF 120730Z SEPTEMBER 00

INFO PRIORITY EU POSTS FORMER YUGOSLAVIA POSTS, PRISTINA
INFO PRIORITY BIS BELGRADE, HMT, DFID, DTI

PLEASE PASS TO BIS BELGRADE
FRAME EXTERNAL

FCO TELNO 226 TO PARIS
SUMMARY

1. Following its passage through Coreper today (13 September), the
way is clear for the Commission's proposal for the extension of
autonomous trade measures (ATMs) for Bosnia, Croatia, Albania and
Kosovo to be agreed at the 18 September GAC without further
discussion. The measures provide duty-free access for 95 per cent
of imports from the region, with only limited quotas for fish,

beef, wine and textiles. FYROM to be granted equivalent
concessions. Also provides support for Montenegro via aluminium
imports. Major success for UK in obtaining radical liberalisation

of EU/Balkans trade, and resisting attempts to water down

proposal.

DETAIL

2. Coreper agreed the Balkans ATMs proposal on 11 September. This
fulfilled the commitment at the Lisbon and Feira European Councils

to grant assymetrical trade preferences to the Western Balkans.

The Commission proposal, which was presented to the Council in
June 2000, is genuinely radical. It will increase duty-free access

from the current 80 per cent of imports up to 95 per cent. The

main provisions of the final regulation are:

- the abolition of remaining tariff ceilings for industrial

products from Croatia, Bosnia and Albania;

- vastly improved access for agricultural products, including
processed agricultural products and some fisheries;

- the extension of preferences to Kosovo;

- the granting of tariff quotas for aluminium products produced in
Montenegro;

- rationalisation of the separate regulations for Albania and the
republics of the firmer Yugoslavia into a single instrument;

- removal of Albania, Croatia and Bosnia from the GSP.

3. As Montenegro does not constitute a distinct customs territory
for the purposes of EC legislation, tariff quotas are extended to
the FRY for aluminium products manufactured at the plant in
Montenegro (but not elsewhere). But the functioning customs
service set up by UNMIK allows the extension of preferences to
Kosovo. Equivalent, separate preferences should be granted to
FYROM in advance of the new Stabilisation and Association
Agreement. Negotiations will also be opened with Bosnia and
Croatia on textile agreements to remove them from quota
restrictions.

4. Discussion in the relevant Council working group inevitably
focussed on agricultural products. The Commission proposal kept
restrictions for beef (with a tariff quota for Bosnian and

Croatian "baby beef" exports), fish and wine (with tariff quotas

http://intranet/fco/telegrams/bodytext.asp?ID=66836 15/09/2000
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. 1or certain fisheries products and wines). France, Italy, Spain
and Portugal - with some sympathy from other MS - argued that this
went too far, and proposed either returning to a standard quota-
based system for all agricultural products, or expanding the list
of exceptions to cover a wider range of sensitive products.

5. The UK and the Commission, supported by Northern MS, resisted
any dilution of the proposal, pointing to commitments made at
Lisbon and Feira and to the political importance of EU relations
with the region. We also argued that the measures proposed would
have a minimal impact on the EC market, but would be of real
benefit to the countries concerned. This firm stance, together

with lobbying in key capitals (TUR), eventually convinced a
majority of MS to support the proposal. The Commission proposal
therefore survived largely intact, with only minor amendments to
cover concerns on fraud, and separate declarations on safeguard
action and wine imports.

6. The ATMs package will now be approved by the 18 September GAC
as an A-point. It should then provide the basis for negotiations

with FYROM, Croatia and (eventually) Albania for new Stability and
Association Agreements. Southern MS can be expected to resist
setting the ATMs (which are temporary measures) in stone in these
bilateral agreements. But we will continue to point to the

exceptional nature of the Balkans and the impossibility of going

back on our support for the region.

COMMENT

7. At Mr Vaz's conference on the Balkans in July, Chris Patten

said he wanted to get the ATMs agreed before the Balkans summit.
In the event, he will have achieved that with a comfortable

margin. That represents a very good result for him and for the UK.
The ATMs send an important signal to the region of the EU's
willingness to support reform-minded countries. And for the first
time, much of the benefit will be felt by exporters of

agricultural products.

Contact: Ken O'Flaherty 00322 287 8377; e-mail
ken.o'flaherty@ukrep.mail.fco.gov.uk

SHEINWALD

Sent by UKREP BRUSSELS on 12-09-2000 07:30
Received by No10 on 14-09-2000 07:19
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10 DOWNING STREET
LONDON SW1A 2AA

From the Private Secretary 7 September 2000

Dear Patrick
ALBANIA: MEETING WITH PRESIDENT MEIDANI

The Prime Minister had a 20 minute bilateral with President Meidani in
New York on 6 September.

Serbia/Montenegro

Meidani said he had spoken to Djukanovic. He believed Djukanovic was
right not to participate in the elections. To do so risked legitimising Milosevic’s
process. And in any event, the size of the possible anti-Milosevic vote in
Montenegro would not make any significant difference to the overall outcome.

Stabilisation and Association Agreement (SAA)

Meidani said the key issue for Albania now was their Stabilisation and
Association Agreement with the EU. They had submitted their Status Report to
Brussels earlier in the year, and had since been diligent in ensuring that all queries
were answered. He therefore hoped that Albania would be given permission to
open formal negotiations by the end of the French Presidency, with negotiations
beginning at the start of 2001.

The Prime Minister promised Meidani his full support on the SAA. Meidani
was very grateful. He already had strong Italian support and hoped for support
from Greece; but tt would be particularly helpful if the Prime Minister could speak
to Jospin, or the Foreign Secretary to Vedrine. The Prime Minister said we would
certainly talk to the French. He also offered to write to Chris Patten, and to speak
to Simitis if that would be useful.

Economic reform/global integration

Meidani hoped that Albania’s membership of the WTO — an example of
Albania’s readiness to integrate into the international system — would help his case
with the EU and the international community. The Prime Minister agreed. But he
noted that strong signals of continuing economic reform would also be important.




Meidani said he was making good progress on reform. The government had
privatisation programmes in the telecoms, mining and financial sectors. The
economy grew 8 per cent last year, and 7-8% growth was forecast this year.

The Prime Minister said the process of change was always difficult. It was
important to remind people what they were aiming for — the vision for which they
were working. He said he would be happy to consider writing an article for an
Albanian newspaper setting out a vision for reform, if that would be helpful.

Stability Pact

Meidani was critical of the Stability Pact. It was not delivering results. The
Prime Minister said he understood the concerns. While there were lots of
initiatives under the Stability Pact they were not co-ordinated properly. He had
told Chris Patten that he would like to see the Commission taking a more active
role. The political will existed in the EU, but we needed to be sure there was
someone pushing things forward on a day-to-day basis.

Comment

The Prime Minister would be grateful if the Foreign Secretary could speak
to Vedrine about Albania’s SAA negotiations. I would also be grateful for a draft
letter for the Prime Minister to send to Chris Patten.

I am copying this to Julian Miller (MOD) and Richard Abel (Cabinet
Office).

Yours ever

Lo dccm@

ANNA WECHSBERG

Patrick Davies
BFEO




PRIME MINISTER’S BILATERAL WITH PRESIDENT MEIDANT

Points to make

- Welcome stability of past two years. Opportunity for Albania

finally to move forward.

- Crucial that municipal elections on 1/15 October meet required
standards of transparency. There should be no opportunity for

anyone to cry foul.

- EU will continue to support reform process in Albania. The
Commission feasibility study showed areas where more work is
needed before negotiations on Stabilisation and Association
Agreement can start. The UK is a strong supporter of Albanian

aspirations but an SAA carries considerable obligations too.

Albania needs to continue in its reforms.

- Next week’s visit by Public Order Minister Poci (PO-CHI) will
give opportunity to discuss cooperation in the important areas

of immigration and organised crime.
- Appreciate Albanian government’s continuing restraining hand
over radical elements in Kosovo. Welcome opening of Albanian

office in Pristina. Prospects?

- Expectations for Serbia and Montenegro?




PRIME MINISTER’S BILATERAL WITH PRESIDENT MEIDANI

Background

1. The Prime Minister last met Meidani in Tirana on 18 May
1999, at the height of the Kosovo crisis. Meidani will be keen
to hear our views on Kosovo, and our assessments for Serbia and
Montenegro. But he is likely to push Albania’s EU hopes,
seeking assurances of continuing support for Albania’s strong
determination for an early start to negotiations on a
Stabilisation and Association Agreement (SAA) and to seek
eventual NATO membership. We need to reaffirm our support,
while stressing the amount of work the Albanians still need to
do in terms of internal reform (public order, economic reform,
public administration) before SAA negotiations can begin. These
were areas highlighted in the Commission’s feasibility study
concluded in November 1999 and acknowledged in the status report
submitted by Albania to the Commission in March 2000. On NATO,
Albanians have submitted a Membership Action Plan in
anticipation of the review of the enlargement process due to
take place in 2002, but there is much work to do.

2. While Albania has enjoyed growing stability since the major
disturbances in 1997/98 (following the collapse of pyramid
schemes), political tension is likely to increase in the run-up
to the first round of municipal elections on 1 October (second
round to follow where necessary on 15 October). Opposition
leader ex-President Berisha has not cooperated in practical
preparations including the setting up of a Central Electoral
Commission. He may well cry foul if the vote goes against his
Democratic Party: this is likely since the municipalities were
last contested when he was at the height of his popularity in
1996. Hence the need for everything to be done to ensure that
the elections are demonstrably free and fair: we will be
contributing to an OSCE observer mission.

3. The Public Order Minister Spartak Poci is making an official
visit to London on 11/12 September, to discuss cooperation on
immigration and international crime. He will also visit Essex
Police, who provide a substantial part of the 20-strong British
police contingent with the WEU’s police training mission in
Albania.
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Foreign &
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Office
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King Leka of the Albaniagr
Your letter to Andrew Patrick of(24 July asked for
comments on King Leka of Albania.

King Leka of Albania (the pretender to the Albanian
throne) is unsuitable for any role in establishing stability,
either in Albania or in a wider regional context. He has no
formal position and has limited support in Albania. The June
1997 referendum on whether to reinstate the monarchy was
roundly defeated.

The King has lived in exile in South Africa for the
past twenty years. It is rumoured he has dealings in arms
smuggling operations. He was arrested and charged under the
South African Firearms Act in February 1999 for hoarding a
small arsenal of weapons in his home in Johannesburg.

Leka met with Ministers of State Wargrave and Hogg in
1990 and 1991 respectively. The impression left was negative
and we would advise against any further Ministerial contact.
Should the King visit the UK again, we would aim to arrange a
meeting with officials at the FCO. FCO officials wrote to
Anthony Cavendish on 24 May suggesting a call with Charles
Crawford.

[ attach a copy of Tirana’s. further comments on the

subject.
i

T

(Tim Barrow)
Private Secretary

John Sawers
10 Downing Street
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FM TIRANA

TO DESKBY 2607307 CABINET OFFICE
TELNO 1

OF 250 504 Z8 9ULY 100

AND TO IMMEDIATE FCO

YOUR TELNO MISCTEL 060 REFERS

SUBJECT: KING LEKA OF THE ALBANIANS

SUMMARY

1. We advise you to Kkeep King Leka at arms length.
DETAIL

2. Leka has no legal standing in this country. His father, King
Zog, declared himself king in 1929 and amended the Constitution.
He was the first and only monarch of Albania. After the overthrow
of communism, and further change in the constitution, there is no
legal case for Leka declaring himself king. Leka was sentenced to
3 years imprisonment, although the prosecutor wanted a 24 year
sentence, for his part in riots after the referendum in March 1997.
He paraded around in military uniform, carrying weapons and firing
into the air causing panic in the population. It could be .

said in his defence that thousands of other Albanians did much the
same. His lawyers have appealed against the sentence.

3. 1If Leka returned to Albania he would probably be arrested. The

Legality Party (Monarchists) invited him to be present at a
ceremony when a main boulevard in the capital, Tirana, was renamed
after his father. Leka wisely stayed away. Leka and the Legality
Party claim between 5% and 25% (depending on who is asked) of the
population support them.

4. He would have no influence with the present government and
would be unlikely to be of any use in regional affairs.

5. We suspect Leka is making approaches for his own benefit. We
would gain nothing by having a dialogue with him and it might be
detrimental to our relations with the government of Albania if we
did.
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FM TIRANA

TO DESKBY 2607302 CABINET OFFICE
TELNO 1

OF 2515012 JULY 00

AND TO IMMEDIATE FCO

YOUR TELNO MISCTEL 060 REFERS
SUBJECT: KING LEKA OF THE ALBANIANS

SUMMARY
1. WE ADVISE YOU TO KEEP KING LEKA AT ARMS LENGTH.

DETAIL

2. LEKA HAS NO LEGAL STANDING IN THIS COUNTRY. HIS FATHER, KING
ZOG, DECLARED HIMSELF KING IN 1929 AND AMENDED THE CONSTITUTION.
HE WAS THE FIRST AND ONLY MONARCH OF ALBANIA. AFTER THE OVERTHROW
OF COMMUNISM, AND FURTHER CHANGE IN THE CONSTITUTION, THERE IS NO
LEGAL CASE FOR LEKA DECLARING HIMSELF KING. LEKA WAS SENTENCED TOQ
3 YEARS IMPRISONMENT, ALTHOUGH THE PROSECUTOR WANTED A 24 YEAR
SENTENCE, FOR HIS PART IN RIOTS AFTER THE REFERENDUM IN MARCH 1957.
HE PARADED AROUND IN MILITARY UNIFORM, CARRYING WEAPONS AND FIRING
INTO THE AIR CAUSING PANIC IN THE POPULATION. IT COULD BE SAID IN
HIS DEFENCE THAT THOUSANDS OF OTHER ALBANIANS DID MUCH THE SAME.
HIS LAWYERS HAVE APPEALED AGAINST THE SENTENCE.

3. IF LEKA RETURNED TO ALBANIA HE WOULD PRORARLY BE ARRESTED. THE
LEGALITY PARTY (MONARCHISTS) INVITED HIM TO BE PRESENT AT A
CEREMONY WHEN A MAIN BOULEVARD IN THE CAPITAL, TIRANA, WAS RENAMED
AFTER HIS FATHER. LEKA WISELY STAYED AWAY. LEKA AND THE LEGALITY
PARTY CLAIM BETWEEN 5% AND 25% (DEPENDING ON WHO IS ASKED) OF THE
POPULATION SUPPORT THEM,

4. HE WOULD HAVE NO INFLUENCE WITH THE PRESENT GOVERNMENT AND
WOULD BE UNLIKELY TO BE OF ANY USE IN REGIONAL AFFAIRS.

5. WE SUSPECT LEKA IS MAKING APPROACHES FOR HIS OWN BENEFIT. WE
WOULD GAIN NOTHING BY HAVING A DIALOGUE WITH HIM AND IT MIGHT BE
DETRIMENTAL TO OUR RELATIONS WITH THE GOVERNMENT OF ALBANIA IF WE
BIL:
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Commonwealth
Office

London SW1A 2AH

Telephone: 0171-
25 July 2000

Michael Tatham
10 Downing Street

7 4a (&“¢zt‘&f¢

VISIT OF PRIME MINISTER META OF ALBANIA

1. Julian Evans (CNWED) has reported on the meeting of the
Visits Committee on 24 July, which Alison Blake was unable to
attend due to illness. I understand that the forthcoming
visit of the Prime Minister of Albania was mentioned, and that
your view was that this was a very low priority indeed.

2. We had a brief word about this visit a few days ago.
Albania is, and will remain, important to us in connection
with Kosovo (senior Albanians have direct personal links to
some of the key players on the Kosovo Albanian side), and with
the fight against organised crime (the Albanian Minister for
Public Order, Poci, is coming to London in September; Meta’s
visit will provide a chance to follow up). We will of course
need to look at the programme in detail closer to the time.
All I am asking at this stage is that you should not mentally
rule anything out. Five minutes of Prime Ministerial time,
much on the lines of your recent very successful breakfast
meeting with President Trajkovski, is all that the Albanians
are asking for, or will need. Meta is a serious player, who
- wants to be helpful. From the EAD point of view, it would be
a good investment.

or
Eastern Adriatic Department

270 3013

cc: Julian Evans, CNWED
Alison Blake
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10 DOWNING STREET
LONDON SW1A 2AA

From the Private Secretary 24 July 2000

b Auter

KING LEKA OF THE ALBANIANS

We are receiving various approaches of behalf of “King” Leka of Albania
who seems to want to establish a direct link here. We have given those acting on
his behalf no encouragement. It would be helpful to have an assessment of
Lek#’s relevance to the situation in Albania, and at what level the Government
should receive him if, as expected, he turns up here in the autumn. What useful
role, if any, could Leka play at the present juncture?

I am copying this letter to Peter January (Tirana).

%W) W(

7~

JOHN SAWERS

Andrew Patrick
FCO
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PRIVATE & CONFIDENTIAL \/ L7 19" July, 2000

Jonathan Powell, Esq.,
Chief of Staff,

10 Downing Street,
LONDON SW1A 2AA

s hi o

Erik Bennett was kind es0ugh to have a word with me about your conversation with him the other
week.

I have spoken to King Leka who was planning his trip in August and I told him that would be a
most unsuitable time to come as everyone would be on holiday. I told him he should plan to arrive
here in September.

My friend, and Leka’s lawyer, James Ramsay, is in South Africa at the moment and will bring back
the ideas which we will work into a plan and submit to you based on what Leka, and we, believe he
could do with the hopeful beneficial results for the stability of the Albanian region.

I am most grateful to you for the interest you have shown and I will advise you when I have the
firm date for Leka’s visit.

I hope you are planning a restful holiday.

Best Wishes.




10 DOWNING STREET
LONDON SW1A 2AA

From the Prime Minister's Chief of Staff 2 June 2000

A
v ./

Thank you for your letter of 25 May. This evidently crossed with one
from David Musgrave in the Foreign Office addressing the points made in your
earlier letter. I hope this is helpful - David will be happy to deal further with
you on any of these matters.

o
e

JONATHAN POWELL

Anthony Cavendish
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Telephone: 01256 880475
Fax: 01256 880476
E-mail: a.cavendish@dial.pipex.com
25" May, 2000
Jonathan Powell, Esq.,
Chief of Staff,

10 Downing Street,
LONDON SW1A 2AA

v'g;'" Co & 7.
I troubled you again with my Ietter of the 25™ Aprii, 2000, about matters Aibanian.
For ease of reference I enclose a copy of that letter.

Norman Lamont has stopped travelling sufficiently long enough to drop a line to Jack Straw and I
enclose a copy of his letter.

When Leka does arrive, perhaps you would get someone to let me know if they would like to have a
discussion.

Best Wishes.
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02072702144

Foreign &
Commonwealth
Office

London SWI1A 2AH

Telephone: 020 Z_’o o
24 May 2000 www.fco.gov.u

h e
Mr Anthony Cavendish WM%’ Mdl’

Redlands
Sherfield-on-Loddon

Hampshire 6”n,‘
RG27 0J0 Lo

cD—v_:.r Mr Cio\rwwcc}'('\'

No 10 have passed to me your letter of 25 April to Jonathan
Powell about ex-King Leka’s visa problem. I apologise for the
delay in replying: it has taken some time to find out exactly
what had happened.

The problem seems to have been a purely bureaucratic one. The
ex-king’s application was referred to London on a routine
basis and apparently mislaid on arrival. Instructions have
now gone to Pretoria to treat the application on its merits:
unless there are specific local difficulties, the visas should
now be issued very shortly. Please get back to me direct if
this does not happen.

We would be happy to receive the ex-king at official level in
the FCO: I am sure that Charles Crawford, the Deputy Political

Director, would be prepared to see him. Please let me know if
you would like to set a meeting up.

e B

Desd M
David Musgrave /9>

Eastern Adriatic Dept




10 DOWNING STREET
LONDON SWI1A 2AA

From the Private Secretary 2 May 2000

b e

ALBANIA

I attach a letter from a Mr Anthony Cavendish intervening on behalf of the
former King of Albania who appears to be having difficulty securing a visa for
entry to the UK. I would be grateful if FCO officials could take whatever action
is appropriate and for a suitable reply to be sent to Mr Cavendish.

yowv\ W

MX Chara A
MICHAEL TATHAM

Andrew Patrick Esq
FCO




" ANTHONY CAVENDISH REDLANDS
SHERFIELD-ON-LODDON
HAMPSHIRE
@ PMA RG27 0JQ
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Telephone: 01256 880475
C\/h 'TS Fax: . 01256 8§0476 ar
E-mail: a.cavendish@dial.pipex.com
\J N

25™ April, 2000

Jonathan Powell, Esq.,
Chief of Staff,

10 Downing Street,
LONDON SW1A 2AA

NG

Last summer you were kind enough to ask the Foreign Office to receive the two Aibanian deiegates
representing King Leka.

I attach copies of three faxes I have received from the King, who is anxious to visit the U.K. and
appears to be having difficulties. Norman Lamont has been travelling a great deal and as of last
Thursday had not had time to deal with this matter so I said I would.

However, I would like to leave a thought with you.

Leka has a large following in Northern Albania and in Kosovo. It seems to me that with some
sophisticated manragement, use could be made of the King to western advantage. He is a Sandhurst
graduate and an Anglophile. He wants nothing more than for his young son to follow his footsteps

at Sandhurst.

I hope you would feel able to help with the visa and when that is achieved and the King is in the
U.K,, there might be some interesting discussion where he might prove useful.

Please excuse me interrupting your busy workload but you were kind enough to help before.

Best Wishes.

e s e e e R P




ORORRIT MBRETNOR
ROYAL COURT OF ALBANIA
TELEPHONE, (011) 465.4510
PAX: (D11} 465.4718

ARLBANIA

P.O. BOX 70308

2021 BRYANSTON

REPUBLIC OF SOUTH AFRICA
TELEGRAMS, ROYAL, COURT

BRYANSTON, R.S.A,

FAX N°: 437/00 MARCH 27, 2000

FOR ATTENTION: MR. ANTHONY c;wﬁf&bfi"fg

FROM: ROYAL COURT OF ALBANIA

Dear Tony,

As you will see from td%
am having problems getffn

gﬁa - this particular

%ay néé to stop
my soﬂ will probably

accompany me. ;*QU" '“4% ! ,-W"_.“ ~ﬂl
: 4 il o
it

et e e e
I will certainly notify you in §vod time ds I would like to see
you,

In deepest friendship,

RIS MAJESTY KING LEKA I OF THE ALBANIANS

bR R s e e S
et =




OBORRIT MBRETNGR e

ROYAL COURT OF ALBANIA REPURLIC OF SOUTH AFRICA
TELEDPHONE, (01]) 465-43(0 TELEGRAMS: ROYAL COURT
FAX: (011} 465.4318 BRYANSTON, R.S.A,

FAX N°: 436/00 MARCH 27, 2000

THE RIGHT HONOURABLE LORD LAMONT OF LERWICK

———ay e

HOUSE OF LORDS.

Dear Lord Lamont,
A Sk

I wish to apologise for bringing th;s mi%ter to your attention, but I feel

to be resolved

Two woeks before my l%ﬁt visa td the‘hﬁ‘“”d‘hlngdomiixpired I requested

sas for my son, Queed‘ d@aﬁ aswe‘l Ay "ﬁ%g have been awaiting a
’ ‘ éa%ed telephone calls to

2nd February of thig éﬁrt

e’ to e, tindble fo visit the u.x,

2 i e i o 4
time to time as I have donf “in the past. L
4 ﬁ&'

4' v
I add the copies of the laqt twd V1sas that I received in my Passport and

you will see that they are two year multiple entry visag each.

I would very much appreciate anything that you could do on this guestion
on our behalf,

Please accept my assurances of the highest esteem that I held you in.

HIS MAJESTY KING LEKA I OF THE ALBANIANS

¢.C. Mr. anthony Cavendish
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10 DOWNING STREET
LONDON SWI1A 2AA

7 April 2000

THE PRIME MINISTER

O,Jﬂ\f /qu;be / 2/?/14 A2

Many thanks for your letter of 23 March and for your kind remarks about
the UK's role. I believe now as strongly as I did a year ago that we were right to

intervene in Kosovo.

I do not underestimate the difficulties and dangers remaining in Kosovo
and the wider region. But I take pride in the progress that has been made
possible by the action we took a year ago. I am also gratified by the
strengthening of relations between our two countries over this period, highlighted

by the recent visit to London by your Foreign Minister Paskal Milo.

Last week's regional funding conference for the Stability Pact, at which
Keith Vaz represented the UK, underlined the will of the international community
to support the countries of the region: your country will continue to play a
pivotal role in that process of regional stabilisation. Your influence on the
Kosovo Albanians is particularly important. I would personally welcome
anything you can do to counsel them to reject violence and intimidation and

embrace peaceful progress and co-operation with UNMIK.

Thank you for your invitation to visit Albania again. I am afraid that other

commitments rule out such a visit for the time being. I remember well my visit




last May at the height of the refugee crisis. Thanks to NATO's steadfastness and
Albania's support, the hundreds of thousands of refugees expelled by Milosevic

are now back in Kosovo.

i

/

4 el

His Excellency Mr Ilir Meta




10 DOWNING STREET
LONDON SW1A 2AA

From the Private Secretary 12 April 2000

I enclose the top copy of a letter the Prime Minister has written to His
Excellency Mr Ilir Meta, Prime Minister of Albania. I have not faxed a copy of
the letter to his office and I should be grateful if you could arrange for it to be
delivered as soon as possible.

I am copying this letter to by fax to HM Ambassador, Tirana.

MICHAEL TATHAM

Mr Andrew Patrick
Foreign and Commonwealth Office




Foreign &
120133 Commonwealth
ffice
5 April 2000 O

London SWI1A 2AH

Den  Mema

Letter from Albanian Prime Minister

You enclosed with your letter of 30 March one from the
Albanian Prime Minister. I enclose a short draft reply as
requested.

( f{i{"’/’/ U
/

(Andrew Patrick)
Private Secretary

Michael Tatham Esq
10 Downing Street




DRAFT MESSAGE FROM THE PRIME MINISTER TO:

His Excellency Mr Ilir Meta
Prime Minister of the Republic of Albania
TIRANA

Many thanks for your letter of 23/ March and for your kind
remarks about the UK’s role. I belieye now as strongly as I
did a year ago that we were right to/intervene in Kosovo.

I do not underestimate the difficulties and dangers
remaining in Kosovo and the wider region. But I take pride in
the progress that has been made possible by the action we took
a year ago. I am also gratified Py the strengthening of
relations between our two countries over this period,
highlighted by the recent visit Ao London by your Foreign
Minister Paskal Milo.

Last week’s regional funding conference for the Stability
Pact, at which Keith Vaz repr¢sented the UK, underlined the
will of the international community to support the countries
of the region: your country/will continue to play a pivotal
role in that process of regjonal stabilisation. Your
influence on the Kosovo Albanians is particularly important.

I would personally welcome/anything you can do to counsel them
to reject violence and intiimidation and embrace peaceful
progress and cooperation

Thank you for your Anvitation to visit Albania again. I
am afraid that other commitments rule out such a visit for the
time beingy, ut i v '

some—future stage. T

last May at the height/of the refugee crisis. Thanks to
NATO’s steadfastness and Albania’s support, the hundreds of
thousands of refugees/expelled by Milosevic are now back in
Kosovo.

David Musgrave
EAD, FCO

28OS/ 12




10 DOWNING STREET
LONDON SWI1A 2AA

From the Private Secretary 30 March 2000

l)u‘, R

LETTER FROM ALBANIAN PRIME MINISTER

I attach a letter from the Albanian Prime Minister thanking the Prime
Minister, on the anniversary of the Kosovo conflict, for the British contribution
to the military campaign. It would be nice to have a short draft reply (which
includes a strong message about our continued commitment to the region).

i

>éw e

MICHAEL TATHAM

Andrew Patrick Esq
FCO
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NOTE NO.: 293/00

London, 29 March 2000

The Embassy of the Republic of Albania presents its compliments to the
Cabinet of the Prime Minister and has the honour to forward to it the copy
of the letter(message) of the Albanian Prime Minister, H. E. Mr. Ilir Meta
addressed to the British Prime Minister, the Rt. Hon. Tony Blair. The
original letter will follow later.

The Embassy of the Republic of Albania avails itself of this opportunity to
renew to the Cabinet of the Prime Minister the assurances of its highest
consideration.

Cabinet of the Prime Minister

10 Downing Street
LONDON




Unofficial translation

REPUBLIC OF ALBANIA
PRIME MINISTER

Tirana on 23.3.2000
Honorable Mr. Prime Minister,

On the occasion of 24-th of March, the anniversary of the military and humanitarian
campaign carried out by NATO in order to halt the genocide and ethnic cleansing of
the Albanians of Kosova, it is my pleasant obligation to express to You the warmest
thanks on behalf of the Albanian Government and the Albanian people. Your personal
assistance has helped in achieving the success of the special mission of NATO in
Kosova, and is also an unforgettable commitment which has been respected by the
peoples of the region towards your country and You personally. Your firm and wise
contribution together with the participation of Great Britain into the unique action of
NATO has ensured a new mission and role of your country for establishing peace in
our region.

Great Britain together with the USA and others NATO’s allies have offered
unforgettable contribution toward freedom and peace. We address our deep gratitude
to your country’s sons and daughters, during the NATO military campaign. They

followed up the noble tradition of their descendants, who have shown the same
heroism during the Second World War, easing the freedom movements in the Balkans.

You and Great Britain justified the deepest respect and honor of the Albanian nation as
a whole with.your determination and commitments in preserving peace, freedom and
existence of the small nations. We bow to the contribution and courage of your
soldiers both during the military campaign and the difficult mission to restore peace in
Kosova. Your contribution for peace, Honorable Mr. Prime Minister has won the
hearts of the Albanians everywhere in the world. You already have seen that deep
gratitude during your visit and the meeting with the Albanians, and I would like to
ensure you that these feelings are strengthening further on.

My Government considers of great importance the strengthening of the relation with
Great Britain, and I would like to ensure, Honorable Prime Minister for our unanimous
appreciation for You, as a great friend of Albanian people who desires to see you
again, an on behalf of the Albanian people, I forward You the invitation to visit Tirana.

Nir META

The Rt Hon. Tony BLAIR MP
Prime Minister of Great Britain
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REPUBLIKA E SHQIPERISE : A
KRYEMINISTRI e
Tirané, me 23.3.2000

I nderuar Zoti Kryeministér,

e ndiej si njé detyrim t& vegant® 'ju shkruaj pér t'ju shprehur falenderimet me t&
ngrohta t& Qeverisé dhe t& popullit shqgiptar pér Ju, si Kryeministér i Britanisg sé
Madhe, me rastin e 24 marsit, pérvijetorit t& aksionit t& madh ushtarak dhe human t&
NATO-s, pér t& ndaluar genocidin dhe spastrimin etnik & popullit shgiptar t&
Kosovés. Ndihmesa juaj personale, né realizimin me sukses t& kétj misioni t&
vegant@ t&8 NATO-s pér Kosovén, pérbén njé vepér t€ paharruar g¢ shton nderimin e
popujve té rajonit pér vendin tuaj dhe pér Ju personalisht. Udhéhegja Juaj e urté dhe
e vendosur me pjesémarrjen e Britanisé s& Madhe né aksionin unik t&€ NATO-s, i dha

vendit tuaj njé rol dhe njé mision té ri e t& madh né vendosjen e pages né rajonin
toné.

Britania e Madhe, sé bashku me SHBA-n¢ dhe aleatét e tjer2 t& NATO-s, dhang njeé
kontribut t& paharruar né mbrojje t€ lirisé dhe té paqes. Ne drejtojmé& mir&njohjen
ton@ t& thell2 pér vetmohimin e bijave dhe bijve t# vendit tuaj n& fushatén ushtarake
t& NATO-s. Ata vazhduan traditén fisnike t& paraardhésve t& tyre, g¢ kané déshmuar
té njéjtin guxim edhe gjaté Luftés s& Dyté Botérore, ku u kané dhéng nj¢ ndihme t&
shquar lufirave t@ lirisé n& rajonin e Ballkanit.

Ju dhe Britania e Madhe fituat nderimin dhe respektin mé té thell¢ t& popullit dhe
mbare kombit shqgiptar pér vendosmériné dhe angazhimin tuaj né mbrojtje té pages,
liris¢ dhe ekzistencés sé popujve t& vegjél. Ne pérulemi pérpara veprés dhe guximit
té ushtargve tuaj, si né ditét e ndérhyrjes pér ¢éshtjen e Kosovés, ashtu dhe tani ng
misionin e véshtiré t€ ruajtjes s& pages né Kosové. Me veprén Tuaj ng mbrojtje té
pages, Ju, i nderuar Zoti Kryeministér, keni fituar zemrat e gjithé shqiptaréve kudo
qé ndodhen. Ju keni patur rastin t& provoni ndjenjat e thella t& mirénjohjes gjate

vizitave dhe takimeve tuaja me popullin shgiptar dhe ung do & desha t'ju siguroj se
kéto ndjenja sa vijn¢ dhe forcohen.

Qeveria ime i jep njé réndési t& veganté zhvillimit t& marrédhénieve me Britaning e
Madhe dhe uné do t& desha t'ju siguroj, i nderuar Kryeministér, pér vlerésimin toné
unanim pér Ju, si nj¢ mik i madh i popullit shqiptar, i cili ka déshirg tju takojé
pérséri dhe, né emér t& t& cilit, uné ju drejtoj ftesén pér té ardhur n& Tirané.

Shkélgesisé sé Tij,
Z Tony BLAIR
Kryeministér i

' Britanisé s¢ Madhe




10 DOWNING STREET
LONDON SW1A 2AA

THE PRIME MINISTER 24 February 2000

W :
Many thanks for your letter of 5 February about the nomination of Kukes

for the Nobel Peace Prize.

The contribution of the people of Kukes in receiving hundreds of
thousands of destitute refugees into their homes last year was admired around the
world. Although I cannot take a position on the award of the Peace Prize, I wish
you well in your endeavours to obtain further recognition of that remarkable

effort.

(/\/\/udﬁlx
e
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His Excellency Mr Ilir Meta
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Juan Mthasd

Nobel Peace Prize: Nomination of Kukes, Albania

Thank you for your letter of i5 February, enclosing a
Note from the Albanian Embassy with a letter from the Albanian
Prime Minister, seeking our support for the nomination of the
town of Kukes for the Nobel Peace Prize.

The people of Kukes have a good claim to the Prize, for
the generosity with which they welcomed the hundreds of
thousands of Kosovars who fled across the border during last
spring’s crisis. But we do not as a Government take positions
on the award of such prizes.

I therefore attach a draft reply which expresses our
appreciation for what the people of Kukes did, but does not
offer specific support for the Peace Prize bid.

Avdans (ke

(Andrew Patrick)
Private Secretary

Michael Tatham Esq
10 Downing Street




DRAFT MESSAGE FROM THE PRIME MINISTER TO:

His Excellency Ilir Meta

Prime Minister of the Republic of Albania
TIRANA fﬁf
/7
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Many thanks for your letter gf 5 February about the
nomination of Kukes for the Nob%kaeace Prize.

The contribution of the péople of Kukes in receiving
hundreds of thousands of des¥itute refugees into their homes
last year was admired around the world. Although I cannot
take a position on the awakd of the Peace Prize, I wish you
well in your endeavours fo obtain further recognition of that
remarkable effort. /

David Musgrave
EAD, FCO

27,0872




10 DOWNING STREET
LONDON SW1A 2AA

From the Private Secretary 15 February 2000

KUKES, ALBANIA

I attach a letter to the Prime Minister from the Albanian Prime Minister
requesting British support for the nomination of the town of Kukes for the Nobel
Peace Prize in view of its role during the Kosovo conflict. I would be grateful
for advice and a draft reply.

o

/LL'M

MICHAEL TATHAM

Tim Barrow Esq
FCO
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NOTE NO.: 112/00

London, 11 February 2000

The Embassy of the Republic of Albania presents its compliments to the
Cabinet of the Prime Minister and has the honour to send to it the copy of
the letter of the Albanian Prime Minister, H. E. Mr. Ilir Meta addressed to
the British Prime Minister, the Rt. Hon. Tony Blair. The original letter will
follow later..

The Embassy of the Republic of Albania avails itself of this opportunity to
renew to the Cabinet of the Prime Minister the assurances of its highest

consideration. N\ ,
X 2\

Cabinet of the Prime Minister

10 Downing Street

London

Foreign and Commonwealth Office

LONDON




unofficial translation

REPUBLIC OF ALBANIA
PRIME MINISTER

Tiara, 05/02/2000

The honourable Mr. Blair,

It 1s my special pleasure to address this letter to you, and with my deepest respect to
request your valuable and generous involvement to the Committee of the Norwegian
Institute for the "Nobel" Prize for Peace in order to support and back up as a
candidacy for such a high prize the Albanian northern city of Kukes.

On this occasion, on behalf of the Albanian Government, allow me, Your Honourable
Excellency, to introduce the Albanian city of Kukes, its role and burden it carried out
during the Kosova crisis.

The city of Kukes, during the crises, bore and carried out the heaviest burden of the
consequences of the crises. From the beginning to the end of the crises, the city gave
shelter, food, cure and treatment to 450.000 Kosova Albanians deported by the
Serbian oppression, who transited through this city.

The city of Kukes and its suburbs welcomed over 150.000 Kosovars during the whole
period of the crises. 90% of them were received and sheltered into the houses of the
Kukesi people. They carried such a human act without considering their extreme
economic poverty. There were many families, who gave shelter to up to 50 Kosovars
in their small and few rooms and shared with them everything they had.

In this city of only 15.000 inhabitants, but which was increased tenfold by the
Kosovan refugees, a single incident, robbery, killing or suchlike never happened, even
in the suburbs or damaged roads during the transportation of the deported Kosovars.
The citizens of the Kukes city took special care of the Kosovan refugees and this kind
of treatment prevented the spread of epidemics and deaths.

It 1s worth mentioning the fact that many mothers from Kukes became mothers for a
lot of Kosovan children, who were orphaned after their parents were slaughtered by
the Serbian police forces.

During the Kosova crisis the city of Kukes became a living symbol of humanism and
peace. Such an estimation for the city of Kukes were given by a lot of visitors from all
over the world, among whom there were high official authorities and those of
international organisations. All these were reflected by the world massmedia which
put this city at the centre of attention.

After the entrance of NATO troops into Kosova, it was the city of Kukes which
became a crossing bridge for the Kosovan refugees to return to their homes in
Kosova.




1 would like to mention that the city of Kukes and its inhabitants showed a full and
fruitful spirit of cooperation with the international factor, to whom gratitude is
expressed for the support given.

By expressing my preliminary thanks for your attention, please accept, Excellency,
the expression of my highest consideration.

Iir META

The Rt. Hon. Tony BLAIR, MP
Prime Minister of the United Kingdom

London
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REPUBLIKA E SHQIPERISE
KRYEMINISTRI

Shume i nderuar Z. Blair,

kam kenagésing fime t& vegant® t'ju drejtohem juve me ndjenjén e respektit tim ma t&
thellé per t& kérkuar nd#rhytjen tuaj t& gmuar dhe bujare prané Komitetit t& Insttutit
norvegjez t&8 Cmimit “Nobel” peér Pagen, pér t€ perkrahur e mbéshtetur si
kandidaturé per dhénien e Cmimit t& Jarté “Nobel” t& Pages qytetit shqgiptar verior &
Kukesit.

M lejori, Shkalgesia juaj e nderuar, gé, me kéte rast, né emer t& geverisé shqiptare,
Yju prezantoj qytetin shgiptar & Kukesit, rolin e peshén g2 al mbajt gjaté krizés s&
Kosoveés.

Qyteti i Kukesit, gjaté késaj krize, mbajti dhe pérballoi barrén mé t& rénde t& pasojave
t8 kxrizes. Q¢ nga fillimi i kriz8s e gjer né mbarim & saj, ng kBt¢ gytet u strehuan, u
ushqyen, u kuruan dhe u trajtuan plot 450 000 kosovaré t# shpgrngulur nga
represioni serb, t8 cilét tranzituan pérmes kétj gytetl.

Kukési dhe rrethinat e tij mikpritén.mbi 150 000 kosovaré gjate gjithé kohés sé krizés,
90% e & cileve u pritén nga familjet kuksiane, né shtépité e tyre. Két¢ akt human,
banorét e Kukasit e bén# pa marré parasysh varfering e tyre ekonomike pothuajse &
tejskajshme. Ka patur familje, dhe kto nuk ishin t# pakta né numér, q¢ kan# strehuar

rreth 50 kosovaré né dhomat e tyre t& vogla e t& pakia dhe kané ndaré me ta gjithcka.

qé kishin.

Ne kété gytet prej vettm 15 000 banorésh, t8 mbi-dhjetéfishuar nga refugjatét
kosovarg, nuk pati asnjg incident, asnjé grabitje, asnjg vrasje dhe asnjé akt tjetér &
til18, madje as né rrethinat dhe rrugt e rrénuara, gjat® transportit t& t2 shpgrngulurve -
kosovare. Vet gytetarét e Kukgsit treguan njé pérkujdesje t& vecanté né trajimin e
refugjatéve kosovaré, kujdes i cili i vuri prité pérhapjes sé epidemive dhe vdeljeve.

Nuk #shi2 e tepsrt t2 kujtojm¥ se shumé# néna kuksiane u kthyen n2 néna edhe pér
shumg fémije t¢ Kosoves, t& ngelur jetim2 mbas masakximit t8 prind@rve 8 tyre nga
forcat policore serbe. ;

Gjat# kohes st krizés sé Kosovés, qyteti i KukEsit u b ng simbol i gjalle i
humanizmit dhe pages. Késhtu u vierésua ky qytet edhe nga vizitorét e shumt® nga e
- githe bota, ndér t& cilet autoritete t¢ larta shtetirore e t¢ organizmave

16:54




7,825 008 g 162 55 i e
S O g )5 O L BON T R s v NI R SRR D . 11,82, 09 s _~

rgrkombémre, 8)€ q¢ deshmohet edhe nga massmedia botérore Q€ e vuri kété gytet
D€ gend?r t& vémendjes. :

Pas hyrjes 62 trupave t¢ NATOs ne Kosove, ishte po ky qytet g€ u b uré kalimi pér
t€ gjithe refugjatét kosovare pér kthimin né shtepite e tyre n& Kosovg,

The Rt. Hon. Tony BLAIR, MP
Kryeminister ;

Mbretérisz sg Bashkuar
Londer
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The Rt Hon Tony Blair

Prime Minister of the

United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland
London

15 4491 999

The Honorable Prime Minister,

It was a great pleasure to receive your congratulations on the occasion of my
appointment as the Prime Minister of the Republic of Albania and I
cordially thank you for the message.

I take this opportunity, Your Excellency, to mention that the Albanian
people and Albanian Government that I chair, being conscious for our
European identity, share the same values and objectives with you and the
civilized Eutrope as a whole.

I would like also to mention the crucial role of the United Kingdom and
your Government for supporting Albania towards the development of
democracy, democratic institutions and economy, in order to speed up the
integration of Albania into the European family.

Honorable Prime Minister, the Albanian people never forget the assistance
of the United Kingdom in the critical moments for our nation during
Kosova crisis and they never forget your visit in Albania. The visit has been
encouraging and has boosted the moral of all Albanians.

Thanking again for every thing you have done and are doing for Albania, I
ensure, Your Excellency, that the excellent existing relations between our
two countries will strengthen further on, strongly believing on your generous
suppott in the future.

Please accept Your Excellency the assurances of my highest consideration.

Sincerely Yours

Ilir Meta




REPUBLIKA E SHQIPERISE
KRYEMINISTRI

3l 1999

Z. TONY BLAIR. (s -
KRYEMINISTER | MRETERISE SE BASHKUAR
LONDER i

I nderuar zotj Kryeministér, ;

Me kénaqési t& vecanté mora urimet tuaja t& ngrohta ﬁ:e rastin e
zgjedhjes sime si Kryeministér i Republikés sé Shqipérise, per té cilat ju
falenderoj pérzemérsisht. 3' 1

Shkélgesi, duke pérfituar nga rasti nuk mund t& le pa véné he dukje se
populli shgiptar dhe Qeveria q& uné kam nderin t& kryesoj, té ndérgjegjshém
pér indentitetin toné evropian, ndajné sé bashku me ju dhe gjithél Evropen e
civilizuar t& njéjtat viera dhe objektiva. :

Kétu nuk mund &€ mos permend gjithashtu rolin e veganté, q& ka
luajtur Mbretéria ¢ Bashkuar dhe Qevenia g€ ju kryesoni pér t§ ndihmuar
Shqipérisé n€ zhvillimin e demokracisé, t& institucioneve t& saj demokratike
dhe zhvillimit té ekonomisg, me qéllim q& t& shpejtohet integrimi i saj me
familjen ¢ madhe evropiane. ‘

I nderuari zoti Kryeministér, populli shqiptar nuk harron ndibmén e .-

dhéne nga mbretéria e Bashkuar né momente kritike peér kombi tong€, nuk
mund & harroj€ as vizitén tuaj né. Shqipéri né ato momente krize té ngjarjeve
t&~Kosoves. Vizita juaj ishte inkurajuese dhe ngriti moralia e gjithe
shqiptaréve. k!

Duke ju falenderuar pér githcka ‘kini béré e béni pér Shqipérine, e
siguroj Shkelgesiné Tuaj se marrédhéniet e Shqipérisé, tashme t& shkelqyera,
me Mbretériné & Bashkuar, do t& viné githmoné ng ritje, me besimin se
edhe né t& ardhmen do té kemi mbéshtetjen e pérkrahjen tuaj bujare.

Ju lutem shkélqesi, pranoni sigurimet e konsideratés sime nié t& larté.

X i) f ;

Singenisht i J ua{u,

ILIR META+~
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Roma, 28 October 1999

Dra» }r& Lo /
As you know Ilir Mew has just been entrusted today with the task of leading the new
Albanian Government, succeeding Prime Minister Majko.

HEYWOOD  P.@2/@2

We are ail weli aware of the magnitude of the difficulties that iay ahead of him, and with this *

in mind Prime Minister D'’Alema wishes me to convey to some of our allies —particularly those
more closely involved in the ares- our feeling that the support of the international
community should not be wanting at this delicate juncture. o

Our perceprion is that Aibania needs 1t, but aiso that Meta deserves it and can make Qood
vse of iL. Therefore there will be public expressions of support from our Government’s side,
and of course any show of confidence in the new Albanian leadership coming form key
capitals, we feel, would be very helpful at this juncture. ‘
I wouid be gratefui or this message from D‘Aiema couid reach the Prime Minister, and of -
course I would be glad 1o receive your reactions. I am copying this message to colleagues in
Berlin, Paris, London and Washington.

Dllﬂuﬁ (W*"“*JZ?/
, (F,amw}q,

With best regards,

L (P

Mr. John Sawers,
The Prime Minister’s Office,
LONDON
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Alban.ia: Messages from the Prime Minister f&(j
il

MX.

Prime Minister Majko of Albania lost the Party leadership
post to former Prime Minister Nano earlier this month. This
left his position as Prime Minister severely weakened. After
several weeks of deliberation, Majko concluded that his
position was untenable and resigned on 26 October. Deputy
Prime Minister Meta has been nominated by the Socialist Party
to be his successor. The Socialist Party has a large majority
in parliament; Meta was a close ally of Majko and there is
unlikely to be any change in Albanian government policy.

The Prime Minister met Majko during his visit to Tirana
on 18 May and may wish to send a message to Majko. This would
also be a suitable opportunity to send a congratulatory
message to his successor.

HMA Tirana underlines the importance of sending messages
to both (or neither) to preserve balance.

I enclose draft messages for your consideration.

(Andrew Patrick)
Private Secretary

Michael Tatham Esqg
10 Downing Street

RESTRICTED
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DRAFT MESSAGE FROM THE PRIME MINISTER TO:

HE Ilir Meta
Prime Minister
The Republic of Albania

I should like to congratulate you on your new appointment
as Prime Minister of the Albanian Republic.

As a result of our co-operation during the Kosovo crisis,
relations between Albania and the United Kingdom are close and
warm, and I am sure that this friendship will continue.

I wish you every success in your new office, and hope
that we will have an early opportunity to meet.

Dave Lingwood
EAD, FCO

270 1414
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DRAFT MESSAGE FROM THE PRIME MINISTER TO FORMER PRIME MINISTER
MAJKO

Pandeli Majko
The Republic of Albania

At the end of your tenure as Prime Minister, I should
like to express my gratitude for the contributions which your
government made to the resolution of the Kosovo crisis, and
for the friendship which has developed between our two
countries.

I greatly enjoyed my visit to Albania in May and
appreciated your hospitality. I wish you every success in the
future.

Dave Lingwood

EAD, FCO

270 1414

RESTRICTED
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Albania: Youth Sports Trainin

You will wish to be aware that the Youth Sports Training
programme in Albania is being launched on 9 August, funded by
the Foreign and Commonwealth Office. I enclose a self-
explanatory press release from the Youth Sports Trust office.
This is one of the projects we are working on with NGO’s and
other institutions, in the wake of Mrs Blair’s visit to the
Balkans, with the Prime Minister.

The English Football Association have also agreed to send
out an assessor to Kosovo in mid-August as a separate project.
They will be examining the practicalities of establishing a
youth football league in the province.

(Tim Barrow)
Private Secretary

Michael Tatham Esq
10 Downing Street
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YOUTH SPORT TRUST

News Release
TOP TRAINING GOES TO ALBANIA

On Monday 9 August two members of staff from the Loughborough
University based charity, the Youth Sport Trust, will be flying out to Albania
to provide training in a range of sporting and physical activities for local
coaches and teachers. The ten day working visit has been organised by the
Foreign and Commonwealth Office (FCO) in partnership with the
international charity Children’s Aid Direct.

Ken Black, Disability Sport Officer, and David Haskins, Programme Trainer,
will demonstrate the activities, known as the TOP programmes, which are
currently being delivered by the Youth Sport Trust in schools and community
groups throughout the UK. They consist of child-friendly sports equipment,
practical resource cards and a quality training package and are designed to

improve sporting opportunities for all young people.

The official launch of the programme will take place at the National Football
Stadium in the capital of Albania, Tirana, on the evening of 9 August. In
attendance will be the British Ambassador, the Albanian Minister of

Education as well as national Albanian sports personalities.

Training sessions will take place in three centres in Albania: Tirana, Pogradec
and Kukes. Sports covered will include football, athletics, volleyball and
gymnastics, and ways of using the TOP programme resources to support local
sports specific coaching and teaching will be emphasised throughout. Thanks
to generous funding provided by the FCO Human Rights Project Fund, bags of
equipment and resources will remain in Albania following training for

deliverers and children to use.
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“We are delighted to be working with Children’s Aid Direct to bring the
TOP programmes {0 Albania” said Sue Campbell, Chief Executive of the
Youth Sport Trust. “We hope that the training provided by Ken and David

will support local coaches and teachers in their work with young people.”

Boots the chemist of Market Place Loughborough have kindly supplied a
number of single use cameras which will be used to record the training

activities in Albania.

5 August 1999

Further information:
Sara Wright, Youth Sport Trust, T. 01509 228293 F. 01509 210851 Mobile.0797 494 3033

Emma Thom, Third Sector PR, T. 0171 828 7720 F. 0171 828 7730 Mobile 0958 558172
Tim van der Eyken, Foreign and Commonwealth Office, T. 0171 270 3883 F. 0171 270 1415
David Witcomb, Children’s Aid Direct, T. 0118 958 4000 F. 0118 958 8988

Note to editors:

1. The Youth Sport Trust was set up in 1994 to improve sporting provision for children in the
UK. Its mission is to develop and implement quality sports programmes for all young people
aged 18 months to 18 years in schools and the community, including young disabled people.

Children’s Aid Direct seeks to make an immediate and lasting improvement to the lives of
children and their carers who are affected by conflict, poverty or disaster. Founded in 1990, it
responds to emergencies and works with communities to assist in rehabilitation during and
after crisis.

In nine years, Children’s Aid Direct has made an effective and measurable contribution in the
field of humanitarian relief, distributing over £52 million worth of aid and reaching over one
million children and their carers.
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Thank you for your two letters expressing your gratitude for our efforts to
find a solution to the Kosovo crisis. It was good of you to write. Iin turn am
conscious of the heavy burden you have had to bear in the last few months. Our
military campaign achieved its aims, ending the humanitarian catastrophe which
flooded Albania and its neighbours with refugees deliberately driven from their
homes. There is much still to do. We need to ensure that those now returning
home from Albania and elsewhere do so in safety; that perpetrators of atrocities
against them - and against Serb civilians - are brought to justice; and that

Kosovo becomes a secure and democratic society.

Javier Solana made clear during the crisis that the security of NATO’s
Partners was of direct and material concern to the Alliance. We attach great
importance to the security of South-Eastern Europe. The Sarajevo Summit oﬁ
30 July marks the start of a new phase in European co-operation, including on

regional security issues.

You raised the possibility of the continuing presence in Albania of AFOR,
the NATO forces deployed at the time of the refugee crisis. NATO discussion
on the future role of this force is under way. We understand your interest in

keeping a NATO presence in Albania.




Nonetheless, NATO Allies do need to examine closely the scope of their
commitments in the area now that the conflict has ended. I understand that you
have also written to Javier Solana on this issue. I encourage you to keep in close

touch with him as NATO thinking develops.

Finally, we know that, despite the end of hostilities, there are still people
and groups seeking to bring weapons into Kosovo. This is an unhelpful
development which adds to KFOR’s burden and undermines the prospects for
calm dialogue among all sides as Kosovo’s new civil administration is built up.
The active support of your government in ensuring that no more weapons are
smuggled into Kosovo will make a welcome practical contribution to our shared

objectives after the conflict.

I Do,

e

o

His Excellency Mr. Pandeli Majko
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REPUBLIC OF ALBANIA
COUNCIL OF MINISTERS
PRIME MINISTER

9 July 1999

H. E. Tony Blair
The Prime Minister

Dear Mr. Prime Minister,

When you visited Albania May 18, people here were delighted because after mare
than 50 years the real friends of Albania were re-finding again the long forgotten
sincerc feelings and sentitnents of a small but very friendly country. Your visit
Wwas important to tell people that it does not matter how big or small you are, it is
important how you do things and for what values you decide to stand. Many
leaders, countries, institutions and others contributed very significantly to the
positive end of the conflict in Kosovo. We owe them a lot of respect and gratitude.
On behalf of these sincere sentiments of my people I want to let you know that
together with the leadership of the United States, your country, your leadership
and you personally in particular have taken a vety special place in our hearts, a
place which you won with your support, contribution, involvement and that
unforgettable visit paid to Albania. All these were followed by your very
encouraging letter which was another sign of your Government’s commitment to
stand and support our country on its difficult road of establishing once and for
good democratic principles and institutions.

The firsi part of the battie is over and we are very proud we faced it together, We
are very proud we forged some qualities, which will stay there as solid foundations
of our still fragile democratic society. A second part has just started and it looks
that it may be cven more difficult and challenging than the first one. We must
construct now, we must prove that we are able to uphold these values and we must
tell our friends and allies that yes, we can walk together for a better future of our
region, for a better life of our children. On behalf of the Government that I chair [
want to assure you that wc are committed to do that. And we will do it.




Foreign &
Commonwealth

Office
20 July 1999

London SWI1A 2AH

Letter from the Albanian Prime Minister

I enclose a copy, received by fax through the
Albanian Embassy here, of a letter to the Prime Minister
from the Albanian Prime Minister, Pandeli Majko. Majko
expresses gratitude in fulsome terms for our support
through the Kosovo crisis, and looks forward to ways (EU
Association, Stability Pact, investment) in which the
relationship can be developed. He also helpfully
reemphasises his government’s commitment to press for
continuing unity of purpose among the Kosovo Albanians.

No reply is needed.

Ynatr s

Andrug /0 ek,

A(Andrew Patrick)
Private Secretary

M Tatham Esqg
10 Downing Street
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In this process we need your assistance and we are quite confident we will keep up
the standards of performance required. There is an “Association Agreement with
the EU” under discussion and we believe that a team of your experts could help in
working with our people on the details and technicalities of the process. We see
also, a very important role you can play in developing the future strategy of the
Stability Pact and the role that Albania will play there. Lastly but not least, the
door is open to the British investments in our region. We are sure they will soon
come and we are working very hard on certain important issues, corruption and
security in particular. It is a Government priority and we are focusing a lot of our
time and efforts in the strengthening our economy and stablising rule of law
throughout the country. The changes and improvements we have made and will
continue to make in the future aim in particular at these two areas of critical
phpolELce to Albana. We are ut the same tunc been yas viy=d 10 Zn intensive
sclavun W vAvAUEIME  ULOLINBUUL AU CTedsmg  Co-operancn  witd  our
neighbours, of course excluding Serbia. There is a long way to go for the people of
Serbia which first of all must start by changing its own leadership and electing a
Government which is real committed to democratic principles and values. With
the other neighbours we are working especially on those programs which involve
many of our countries and which will create in some years time a wonderful
network of communication, exchanging and flow of goods, trade, people, and
information. Your country’s role I believe is very important here.

Lastly, we are also maintaining close relations with the political class and leaders

of Kosovo. We are urging them to continue act and speak the way they did in
Ramboillet. That is the only way 1 believe thar Kosovo and its people may look
and think for a better future. The Albanian Jeadership in Albania will continue
drelessly to do its best in this respect.

Let me close my thoughts by once again very deeply and sincerely thank you for
all you have done and will continue to do in the future for my country and for our
egon.

Mosi sinceely,

Quedde Mg
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I wrote to you on 20 July enclosing a letter from the
Albanian Prime Minister, Pandali Majko, in which Majko
expressed gratitude for the Prime Minister’s personal
contribution to resolving the Kosovo crisis. Since Majko was
replying to a letter from the Prime Minister, I saw no need
for ‘a further repily.  Majko has sent a' further letter, dated
18 July, making the case for the continued deployment of NATO
troops in Albania in the interests of regional stability.

London SWI1A 2AH

Albania

This contentious issue is under discussion in NATO.
Some Allies, particularly the French, are firmly opposed to
maintaining a ’‘stabilisation force’ in Albania. A small
deployment to protect lines of communication to KFOR can
probably be justified, however, and might have useful
stabilising effects. 1In principle, we would support this.
Such a force would be unlikely to involve British troops.

Majko has written in almost identical terms to Solana,
who will reply in detail when the NATO position is clearer.
We recommend that the Prime Minister reply in broader terms,
drawing attention to the non-military means by which we are
seeking to promote security in the Balkans. We should also
take this opportunity to remind Majko of the need to stop
Albania from being used as a conduit for arms smuggling into
Kosovo. I enclose a draft.

I am copying this letter and enclosure to Tom McKane
(MoD) and Sebastian Wood (Cabinet Office).

ot Y

(Sherard Cowper-Coles)
Principal Private Secretary

John Sawers
10 Downing Street
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DRAFT REPLY FROM THE PRIME MINISTER TO ALBANIAN PRIME MINISTER
PANDELI MAJKO

Thank you for your two letters expressing your
gratitude for our efforts to find a solution to the Kosovo
crisis. It was good of you to write. I in turn am conscious
of the heavy burden you have had to bear in the last few
months. Our military campaign achieved its aims, ending the
humanitarian catastrophe which flooded Albania and its
neighbours with refugees deliberately driven from their homes.
There is much still to do. We need to ensure that those now
returning home from Albania and elsewhere do so in safety;
that perpetrators of atrocities against them - and against
Serb civilians - are brought to justice; and that Kosovo
becomes a secure and democratic society.

Javier Solana made clear during the crisis that the
security of NATO’s Partners was of direct and material concern
to the Alliance. We attach great importance to the security
of South-Eastern Europe. The Sarajevo Summit on 30 July marks
the start of a new phase in European co-operation, including
on regional security issues.

You raised the possibility of the continuing presence in
Albania of AFOR, the NATO forces deployed at the time of the
refugee crisis. NATO discussion on the future role of this
force is under way. We understand your interest in keeping a
NATO presence in Albania.

Nonetheless, NATO Allies do need to examine closely the
scope of their commitments in the area now that the conflict
has ended. I understand that you have also written to Javier
Solana on this issue. I encourage you to keep in close touch
with him as NATO thinking develops.

Finally, we know that, despite the end of hostilities,
there are still people and groups seeking to bring weapons
into Kosovo. This is an unhelpful development which adds to
KFOR’s burden and undermines the prospects for calm dialogue
among all sides as Kosovo’s new civil administration is built
up. The active support of your government in ensuring that no
more weapons are smuggled into Kosovo will make a welcome
practical contribution to our shared objectives after the
conflicek;

fGillian €ull, BAD, . 270 :3086]




Foreign &
Commonwealth

Office
20 July 1999

London SW1A 2AH

Letter from the Albanian Prime Minister

I enclose a copy, received by fax through the
Albanian Embassy here, of a letter to the Prime Minister
from the Albanian Prime Minister, Pandeli Majko. Majko
expresses gratitude in fulsome terms for our support
through the Kosovo crisis, and looks forward to ways (EU
Association, Stability Pact, investment) in which the
relationship can be developed. He also helpfully
reemphasises his government’s commitment to press for
continuing unity of purpose among the Kosovo Albanians.

No reply is needed.

(Andrew Patrick)
Private Secretary

M Tatham Esq
10 Downing Street
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REPUBLIC OF ALBANIA
COUNCIL OF MINISTERS
PRIME MINISTER

9 July 1999

H. E. Tony Blair
The Prime Minister

Dear Mr. Prime Minister,

When you visited Albania May 18, people here were delighted because after more
than 50 years the real friends of Albania were re-finding again the long forgotten
sincere feelings and sentitents of a small but very friendly country. Your visit
Was important to tell people that it does not matter how big or small you are, it is
important how you do things and for what values you decide to stand. Many
leaders, countries, institutions and others contributed very gignificantly to the
positive end of the conflict in Kosovo. We owe them a lot of respect and gratitude.
On behalf of these sincere sentiments of my people I want to let you know that
together with the leadership of the United States, your country, your leadership
and you personally in particular have taken a very specigl place in our hearts, a
place which you won with your support, contribution, involvement and that
unforgettable wvisit peid to Albania. All these were followed by your very
encouraging letter which was another sign of your Government’s commitment to
staud and support our country on its difficult road of establishing once and for
good democratic principles and institutions.

The firsi pari of the battic is over and we are very proud we faced it together, We
are very proud we forged some qualities, which will stay there as solid foundations
of our still fragile democratic society. A second part has just started and it looks
that it may be even more difficult and challenging than the first one. We must
construct now, we must prove that we are able to uphold these valucs and we must
tell our friends and allies that yes, we can walk together for a better future of our
region, for a better life of our children. On behalf of the Government that I chair I
want to assure you that we are committed to do that. And we will do it.
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In this process we need your assistance and we are quite confident we will keep up
the standards of performance required. There is an “Association Agreement with
the EU” under discussion and we believe that a team of your experts could help in
working with our people on the details and technicalities of the process. We see
also, a very important role you can play in developing the future strategy of the
Stability Pact and the role that Albania will play there. Lastly but not least, the
door is open to the British investments in our region. We are sure they will soon
come and we are working very hard on certain important issues, corruptiont and
security in particular. It is a Government priority and we are focusing a lot of our
time and efforts in the strengthening our economy and stablising rule of law
throughout the country. The changes and improvements we have made and will
continue to make in the future aim in particular at these two areas of critical
wnpuice to Albaria. We are st the same tinc been jusvlved in & inteasive
svianun A3 LALMGUZIUE  GLUULINGUUM WU CTEAsIng  Co-operation  widl  our
neighbours, of course excluding Serbia. There is a long way to go for the people of
Serbia which first of all must start by changing its own leadership and electing a
Government which is real committed to democratic principles and values. With
the other neighbours we are working especially on those programs which involve
many of our countries and which will create in some years time a wonderful
network of communication, exchanging and flow of goods, trade, people, and
information. Your country’s role I believe is very important here.

Lastly, we are also maintaining close relations with the political class and leaders
of Kosovo. We are urging them to continue act and speak the way they did in
Ramboillet. That is the only way I believe that Kosovo and its people may look
and think for a better future. The Albanian leadership in Albania will continue
tirclessly to do its best in this respect.

Let me close my thoughts by once again very déeply and sincerely thank you for
all you have done and will continue to do in the future for my country and for our
egon.

Mosi sincerely,

QRuedde Maiges
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THE PRIME MINISTER 28 lMay 1999

b o hescctns

I am writing to thank you for receiving me in Tirana last week. I was glad
to have the opportunity to meet you again during such a short visit and
appreciated our discussions. It was useful to have a firsthand account of the

Kosovar refugee situation and your perspective on the situation inside Serbia.

Thank you also for allowing me to use your offices for media interviews.

With all good wishes,

His Excellency Mr Rexhep Meidani
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THE PRIME MINISTER 28 May 1999

Lo o,

I am writing to thank you for everything you did to make my visit to
Albania last week so successful. I realise how much work goes into even such a
short visit. Please pass on my thanks to all those involved. I was particularly

grateful to have the use of your helicopters.

I very much welcomed the opportunity to have a frank exchange of views

with you on the situation in Albania and Kosovo. I was also impressed by all

that you are doing to help the refugees inside Albania. Please keep up the good

work.

General John Reith
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THE PRIME MINISTER 28 May 1999
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I am writing to thank you for receiving me in Albania last week. I am
grateful to you for accompanying me on my visit to the refugee camp at Elbasan.

I am glad that we have been able to help in this area.

I found our talks useful and was grateful to you for updating me on the

Kosovar refugee situation.

With all good wishes,

7/\/\/\/1/4/’1%@4,)

one, b

HE Mr Pandeli Majko
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THE PRIME MINISTER

logy et

I was grateful to you for all the arrangements you made for my visit to

20 May 1999

Albania.

I do appreciate all the hard work that goes into these visits and would be

grateful if you could pass on my thanks to all your staff.

Thank you in particular for turning over your house to us. I really am

very grateful.

With best wishes,
Sy eoy

Peter January, Esq.
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T — 18 May 1999

From the Private Secretary

B Ao

PRIME MINISTER’S MEETING WITH KOSOVAR
ALBANIAN REPRESETATIVES, 18 MAY

The Prime Minister spent an hour with political leaders of the Kosovar
Albanian in Tirana earlier today - 25 minutes with Qosja of the United
Democratic Movement; a further 25 minutes with three KLA representatives, the
spokesman, Krasniqi, the KLA Representative in Tirana, Haliti and the adviser to
Thaci, Sherifi; and at the end, the Prime Minister brought the two groups
together for a final ten minutes.

Qosja

Qosja (who was accompanied by his son) warmly thanked the Prime
Minister for his personal role in the conflict. Civilised values were at stake in
the Balkans. After the war, human rights would be more important, as far as he
was concerned, than the question of sovereignties. The key question was “would
the essentials of civilisation be defended?” He had worries and doubts on that
score. After 56 days of airstrikes, cross-border attacks continued, as did ethnic
cleansing and genocidal killing by the Serbs. The exodus from Kosovo had been
of biblical proportions. Qosja raised three issues:

(1) are the airstrikes sufficient? They had wounded Milosevic, but Qosja
thought they would not knock him out. There were only two ways ahead:
either arming the KLA and intensifying air strikes, or using NATO ground
troops;

interim status of Kosovo. To defend human rights, Qosja called for an
international military and civilian protectorate in Kosovo. He argued that
that would bring US and European values to the Balkans and speed up the
process of integration with Europe. He believed, in due course, that there
should be a referendum on the future of Kosovo.

CONFIDENTIAL
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unity among Kosovar Albanians. Sadly, the Kosovars were divided. At
Rambouillet there had been three factions - the KLLA, led by Thaci, the
LDK, led by Rugova, and the LBD, led by Qosja. But the LDK were now
refusing to join an interim government. Rugova had declared yesterday
that he would not join the government in exile, and that he was against the
war being waged in Kosovo by the KLA. Qosja argued that it was
impossible to separate NATO airstrikes from the KLLA’s struggle. He
would work for continued unity among the Kosovars. But Western
support for Rugova was disturbing. He believed it might be inspired by
pro-Serb countries such as Russia, Greece and Italy. The only countries
the Kosovars could trust were the UK and the US.

The Prime Minister assured Qosja that his support for the people of
Kosovo would continue and strengthen. What was happening in Kosovo was a
crime against civilisation. NATO’s demands had to be met, in full. We would
do whatever was necessary to achieve that. Kosovar Albanian spokesmen could
help in two ways. First, they could contribute to NATO unity by keeping in the
public mind what had happened in Kosovo, providing evidence. Secondly, as
much unity as possible was needed from the Kosovar Albanians. Disunity would
be seized upon. Their cause had caught the imagination of the Western world
and had been presented simply, clearly and on humanitarian grounds. The
Kosovar Albanains had to speak with one voice.

The Prime Minister stressed that there would be a place for all democratic
countries in the Europe of the future. But there could be no place for a Serbia
which remained committed to ethnic cleansing.

Krasniqi, Haliti and Sherifi

Krasniqi did all the talking. He warmly thanked the Prime Minister for
British support and NATO action which had a clear humanitarian justification.
Milosevic’s war aim was to ethnically cleanse Kosovo. There had been massive
killings as well as expulsions. Kosovar Albanians now fell into three categories:

those in refugee camps, who led a difficult life but were, at least, safe
from the Serbs;

the 500,000 internally displaced Kosovars who were short of food and
medical help but were less exposed to Serb aggression (though were still at
risk from Serb artillery);

CONFIDENTIAL
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those who remained in their homes in towns, who were at constant risk of
violence from the Serbs.

Krasniqi also introduced the question of Kosovar unity. They had kept
open places in the provisional government for the LDK but were disappointed
Rugova had not taken them up. He stressed that the KLA was a young
organisation, consisting of young people who wanted Western-style democracy.

Krasniqi asked the Prime Minister for military support for the KLA. They
were the only organisation helping to protect civilians. They had never
committed atrocities against Serb civilians, and had fought only against the
military.

In answer to the Prime Minister’s questions, Krasniqi confirmed that the
NATO bombardment was helping the situation of the Kosovars. But ground
troops were needed for maximum effect. The Prime Minister said that some
NATO countries feared being locked into a guerrilla war. Krasniqi said his first
choice would be for the West to arm the KLA. The Prime Minister pointed out
that that was unlawful at present. We were also concerned about what happened
to the weapons at the end. Krasnigi said the KLA would be willing to sign a
statemént undertaking to respect the wishes of NATO and the international
community about the fate of the weapons.

Both Groups Together

In front of both the KLA and Qosja, the Prime Minister emphasised again
the vital importance of Kosovar Albanian unity in their cause. An impression of
unity existed at the moment but it would become increasingly important as the
struggle continued. He understood the difficulties, in communication let alone in
joint decision-making but the best way the Kosovars could help NATO continue
the campaign was to speak with one voice. The Kosovar “yes” at Rambouillet
had been an essential pre-condition of NATO action. There would be attempts to
divide both NATO and the Kosovar Albanians. Unity on our basic demands was
essential. Brian Donnelly added that the Prime Minister had made exactly the
same point to Rugova when he had seen him last week in London.

Krasniqi said that the Kosovars would hold to the agreement reached at
Rambouillet. They had had regular collective meetings of the Kosovar groups
there, to promote openness and transparency. The KLA were ready to work with
all those who had helped the Kosovar cause.

CONFIDENTIAL
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Qosja emphasised that he, too, would make every effort to maintain a
single Kosovar voice. He was in no doubt that NATO/UK support was
irreplaceable for the Kosovars and they could not put it at risk.

Comment

The Prime Minister has now had four meetings in the last two weeks with
Kosovar spokesmen - Tahiri in Skopje, Rugova in London and now these two in
Tirana. There are clear splitist tendencies among the Kosovar Albanians, with
Rugova’s reknown and status a particular irritant to those groups based in ;
Albania. In Tirana itself, the mood was very strongly pro-KLA, judging by the
chants of those in the crowd in Tirana, and the\absence of any LDK
Representative in the Albanian capital. fesaan

I am copying this letter to Chris Deverell (Ministry of Defence), Sebastian
Wood (Cabinet Office), John Goulden (UKDel NATO), Christopher Meyer
(Washington).

%MW/

JOHN SAWERS

Andrew Patrick, Esq.,
Foreign and Commonwealth Office.

CONFIDENTIAL
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10 DOWNING STREET
LONDON SW1A 2AA

ACTES 18 May 1999

From the Private Secretary

CALL ON ALBANIAN PRIME MINISTER

The Prime Minister called on Pandeli Majko for 40 minutes on 18 May.
Majko was accompanied by his Deputy Prime Minister, Foreign Minister,
Minister of Information and a raft of other officials. Peter January, General
Reith, John Vereker, Brian Donnelly, John Sawers, Alastair Campbell and I were
also present. The meeting was conducted through an interpreter.

Majko started by welcoming the Prime Minister’s historic visit. He hoped
that the Kosovo conflict would be resolved in accordance with the five conditions
laid down by NATO. Although Albania was paying a higher price than most, he
wanted the bombing to continue until its demands had been met. The Prime
Minister said that he knew Albania had been bearing the brunt of the conflict. It
was in a just cause. NATO’s demands had to be met. Success would strike a
blow for civilisation. Failure would do the opposite. We also had to give a
sense of a different future for the Balkans. Albania was a beautiful country, with
much potential. If anything good was to come out of the conflict, it was the
possibility of building a better future.

Majko agreed. They were working for a better future for the Balkans.
That was why they were improving their links with Macedonia, for example.
Meanwhile, Milosevic was doing the opposite - trying to destabilise Albania,
foment civil war in Montenegro and so on. He was proud of the hospitality that
the Albanian people had shown the refugees from Kosovo, including some ethnic
Serbs. They had also kept their borders open to Macedonia and Montenegro.
They were beginning to build for the future. They saw the UK as a key ally.
The conflict had shown that some of their friends of the past had not come up to
the mark. They-had therefore decided to change their attitude and to defend their
national interest. UK investment and military cooperation were most welcome.
We would find Albania’s doors open. They looked on the UK as one of their
most significant partners. The UK/US strategy was the clearest of all.
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The Prime Minister said that we were willing to provide more help with
refugees, including more shelter at Elbasan, support for the host community in
the health, water and education centres and a one-stop shop for the refugees.
Majko said that, as well as an excellent Ambassador, we had a very good British
NATO Commander in Albania. Cooperation with General Reith had been
excellent, particularly over the possibility of building refugee camps in the South.

Majko said that their long term Strategy was integration into the EU. It had
already been agreed that there should be an Association Agreement. But they
would appreciate any help we could give to achieve this. The Prime Minister
said that we stood ready to help Albania get the best possible agreement with the
EU. We were also giving £5 million to help Albania’s political and economic
reform programmes. We were happy to promote investment in Albania also.
Majko said that they would welcome British investment in the telecoms, energy
and mining fields in particular. He also wanted to underline the importance they
attached to military cooperation. They wanted to apply the standards of the
British army to their own Armed Forces. The Prime Minister said that we were
committed to assisting Albania. We had secured the EU’s commitment to
upgrade its relations. We wanted a new type of Association Agreement that
could better meet Albania’s requirements, in particular for increased trade
access.

Milo asked whether NATO was determined to pursue its objectives to the
end. There appeared to be divisions. The Prime Minister said that while one or
two NATO members were less enthusiastic than others, NATO’s demands were
very clear. The NATO Summit in Washington had stated clearly that there could
be no compromise on them. Put simply, Serb troops had to leave; our troops had
to go in and the refugees had to return. Our position on ground troops was well
known. The air campaign was doing significant damage to Milosevic. He could
not be allowed to think that our determination to win had slackened in any way.
He only understood diplomacy when this was backed by force. There could only
be a diplomatic solution on the basis of NATO’s demands being met.

Milo asked about the unity of the Kosovar Albanians. They did not want
the unity shown at Rambouillet to be lost. The Prime Minister strongly agreed.
He had spoken to Rugova the previous week and some of the different faction
leaders earlier that day and had made clear nothing would make NATO question
the wisdom of the action it had taken more than disagreements between the
various groups. They had some differing views, but all were united behind
NATO’s demands. Rugova had been emphatic in his support. We needed a
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unified Kosovar Albanian voice to help counter refugee fatigue in the Western
media. The credibility of NATO was at stake. We could not afford to lose.

Majko strongly agreed. People needed to understand what would happen
if the air strikes stopped. Only Milosevic would rejoice. There would be
instability in Macedonia, Montenegro and Albania. The refugees would go to
other countries. We needed to spell this out. Alastair Campbell asked whether
Majko would participate in the NATO briefing at 1730 (Albanian time) on
21 May following the meeting between the Ambassadors of the front line states
and the NAC. Majko readily agreed. The Prime Minister commented that the
issues became more real when people heard different voices. He had come to the
region because he had wanted to hear people’s views. The position in Albania
had always been clear. But even in places where public opinion was more
difficult, the last thing people wanted was for Milosevic to be left in power
undefeated.

I am copying this letter to Chris Deverell (Ministry of Defence), Anthony
Smith (Department for International Development), Sebastian Wood (Cabinet
Office), Sir John Goulden (UKDel NATO), Sir Christopher Meyer (Washington)
and Peter January (Tirana).

76\1\{5 Mf‘,
Pl/v;/ln"/
PHILIP BARTON

Andrew Patrick Esq
Foreign and Commonwealth Office
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From the Private Secretary 18 May 1999

el
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CALL ON ALBANIAN PRESIDENT

The Prime Minister called on Rexhep Meidani for 30 minutes on 18 May.
Mediani was accompanied by his Foreign Minister and a number of others. Peter
January, General Reith, John Vereker, Brian Donnelly, John Sawers, Alastair
Campbell and I were also present.

The Prime Minister asked Meidani for his assessment of the latest
situation. Meidani said that we needed to consider the effect of the coming
summer. There was a shortage of water and a need to build new pipes. We also
needed to look ahead to the winter. Even if the conflict ended now, not all the
refugees would return immediately. We needed to build proper structures. It
was particularly cold in the North during winter, although the South was better.
We also needed to plan for the future. The Prime Minister agreed.

Meidani said that we should consider air drops for those still inside
Kosovo. We should also support those fighting the Serbs. They were our Allies
now. The Prime Minister said that air drops were difficult as they would inhibit
NATO action. General Reith added that they only had about a 20 per cent
success rate. The UN was looking at civilian air drops into the most difficult
areas. But we would need to find a way to deconflict this from the NATO
campaign. Meidani wondered about the possibility of opening a corridor. Some
of the people inside Kosovo had reached the end of their food reserves.

The Prime Minister asked Meidani for his assessment of Milosevic’s
position. Meidani said that there was some positive signs, including declarations
from the opposition. But it was too early to tell. The opposition were afraid and
might need more time.
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Meidani said that we should not create different zones in Kosovo as
happened in Berlin. The Kosovar Albanians would not return to an area
controlled only by the Russians. We needed mixed units, otherwise we would
only assist the process of partition. The Prime Minister agreed. The key test
was that the refugees should feel safe to go home.

The Prime Minister asked how much damage we had done to the Serb
forces. Meidani said that we had destroyed about 10-15 per cent of Serb tanks
and armoured vehicles, but had done more damage in other areas. The UCK had
also inflicted some damage. There had been Serb bombardments of the border
area in Albania, including some civilian casualties. But the situation had
improved after they moved their own units there.

The Prime Minister said that we needed to carry on our campaign.
Milosevic only understood diplomacy backed by force. Elements from the Serb
population would start to question his actions. We needed also to ensure that his
troops on the ground were frightened. Although there were some signs of
weakness, NATO was united in believing that it could not lose. Meidani agreed
that NATO had to win.

Meidani said that in the interim period, we should speak of an international
authority, rather than autonomy, or independence. The refugees would not go
back if we talked of autonomy as they would be afraid they would be under Serb
rule again. The Prime Minister agreed. Some countries in the region were
nervous about changing borders. As he had said to the Kosovar Albanian
groups, it was better to concentrate on the NATO demands than to talk of
independence. Meidani agreed. We should worry about the final political
solution later. The Prime Minister said that this would depend on what happened
in Serbia. A democratic Serbia would be a different kettle of fish. He believed
that if Milosevic were defeated, he would be severely weakened. Meidani
agreed. He was like a wounded animal. We should not negotiate with him. He
would be seen as a war criminal before too long. He had gone too far. The
Prime Minister said that he believed Milosevic would make an offer soon. This
would be aimed at dividing the Alliance. It would be an offer we should not
accept, but some people would want to. We needed to prepare for this and
ensure that the offer was refused.

Milo asked about the Russian position. The Prime Minister said that they
were close to NATO on our demands, but opposed to the military action. It was
sensible for us to keep the Russians involved and to make clear that NATO was
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not involved in aggrandisement. John Sawers added that discussions with the
Russians continued to flesh out the G8 document. Milo asked where we were on
Serb forces remaining in Kosovo. John Sawers said that we wanted all the Serb
forces out, although there was a possibility that a handful might return for liaison
purposes and to guard Serb monuments. Milo said that the withdrawal of Serb
forces was linked to disarmament of the UCK. They would not disarm unless all
Serb forces withdrew. The Prime Minister agreed.

The Prime Minister said that the EU was committed to the recontruction of
the Balkans. Countries like Albania, who had a long way to go, needed to
prepare for the future and to work out its priorities. Money for Balkan
reconstruction would be generous, but tough in its conditions. The West would
not want a repeat of what had happened in Russia. Those countries that had
thought ahead and prepared themselves would benefit most. We were happy to
help Albania in any way we could. Meidani was grateful. He was convinced
that South East Europe would only become more stable through rapid economic
development.

I am copying this letter to Chris Deverell (Ministry of Defence), Anthony
Smith (Department for International Development), Sebastian Wood (Cabinet
Office), Sir John Goulden (UKDel NATO), Sir Christopher Meyer (Washington)
and Peter January (Tirana).

Towz evar,
Pl

PHILIP BARTON

Andrew Patrick Esq
Foreign and Commonwealth Office
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CONFIDENTIAL

From: ANJI HUNTER
Date: 17 May 1999

PRIME MINISTER cc: Alastair Campbell
John Sawers
Philip Barton
David Peel

ALBANIA - PROGRAMME AND MEDIA ARRANGEMENTS

It is absolutely essential that you leave Bulgaria on time. This is because your
slot in Albania is carefully timed to be between humanitarian aid flights — any

delay on your part will delay humanitarian flights and will incur media attention.

Arrival at Rinas airport

You will be met by Prime Minister Majko with full red carpet treatment. (Media
photo op). All officials and staff must leave the aircraft prior to the PM and
HMA descending - Gavin will escort them to the helicopters nearby. Apart from
the military guard they are very keen to have half the government out there, as
well as playing national anthems etc. We are still trying to negotiate this

downwards.

As you know, the military presence here is humanitarian and the Brits are a small
contingent although they ostensibly have control of the airport. You will see the

Apaches and the large American presence as you taxi in.

Plepa
This is the AFOR HQ - 560 military personnel, all nationalities. Plepa was built

as a holiday resort for senior military personnel in the old regime; it borders a

beautiful but totally contaminated beach - human effluence flows down the river
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bordering the camp. The only media here are our own pool who I will have
landed with slightly ahead. You will be met by General Reith and be filmed
walking through the low-rise block of flats where the multinational force is
housed (their national flag flying from their balconies). The entourage should

stay at a reasonable distance.

You will receive a briefing from all the NATO personnel - only senior aides

attend - for 10 minutes and then venture into the courtyard to meet ‘the boys’.
We decided to include all of them, not just focus on the Brits, so you will stand
and address a group of 400 multinationals. You then go into the Operations
Room - videos, screens, hi tech tracking of refugee camps as well as of the
whole military operation. There is not enough room for an entourage and I
recommend you enter by yourself (Ieaving officials etc to mill with troops). And

I will escort the pool for the first few minutes.

John Reith will then take you upstairs for a one to one in his office. Again, it is
important that this intimacy is adhered to - he wants to be able to be full and
frank. He is particularly exercised about the winter timeline and he is very
knowledgeable on “flatpack’ cold weather houses. You will change from your

suit into civvies at the end of this meeting.

Elbasan

This is a Turkish Red Crescent camp, which we have selected for typicality and
accessibility. There is another camp nearby which has British backing but it is
much smaller, not full and will not convey adequately the refugee plight. There

has also been recent ‘unexploded ordnance’.
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Only Jospin and Solana have been to Albanian camps and Solana came to this one
last week where he was involved in a terrible press melée. I have instituted
exactly the same arrangements as in Stenkovich (ie flatbed lorries holding the
media and a promise that if they stay there they will get great arrival pics and
you will do a piece to camera prior to departure). And - if you have decided on
it - this would be the time to make any announcement of UK funding for a ‘one
stop shop’ for refugee services. Majko will be accompanying you round the
camp. One half of the inhabitants are from Preszna and you will meet a typical
family in their tent to hear their story. The camp opened on 20 April, is capable
of holding 5,000 and at present has 4,000. You also meet a medical team, on
their rounds, on your way round. It is important that the media (to contain them
in their spot) have a good view of you walking down the alleyway in front of

them so it is important that your entourage show sensitivity to this.

There is much less central UNHCR control here which has led to the various
NGOs (over 100 of them) vying with each other as to who provides the best
camps. This has led, for example, to a situation in the border area of Kukes
(from where the authorities are trying to move people out) where the UAE camp
is so palatial — hot meals, hot showers, phones and TV - that local Albanians are
queuing up to get in. A Dutch Major told me today that they are deliberately

trying to ‘downgrade’ some of the camps.

Tirana

A 20 minute helicopter ride will bring you back here, where you will go straight
to the Residence. You will go upstairs, wash/change into suit. Over snack lunch
you will meet, in order, Patrick Wilson (Liaison with KLA), Thaci and Qosja.

Patrick will advise on how long you see them individually and how long together.
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He is very keen on a joint meeting as it is important these people work together.
They will take nobody in with them except an interpreter and on our side they
would prefer an interpreter and one official. The rest of the party have a good
lunch served and there is a very comfortable, shady courtyard (this is where the

Private Office will be situated.)

You will then go to the Prime Minister’s office for a meeting in the usual format

(HMA, Donnelly, Vereker, General Reith, Sawers, Campbell, Barton).

This will be followed by a joint press statement, as in Macedonia. No questions

from media.

After the press statement, you will go back upstairs in order to give the media
time to get to the President’s Palace. This should take 10 minutes and has been

requested locally.

The final call is on President Rexhep Meidani where the press get arrival shots
only. There will be the same line up of officials. Prior to departure you will do
an interview with the Albanian Service of BBCWS, followed by an interview
with Albanian TV. <ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>