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When the Cowgill Enquiry report into the repatriation of the Cossacks and
the Yugoslavs in 1945 was published in October 1990 an article in The Times
said that "Harold Macmillan's attempt to obtain documents from Sir Robert
Armstong failed". I made enquiries into this as, to the best of my
knowledge, such documents as could be traced were |made available to the
former Prime Minister following his approach to the Secretary of the Cabinet
in 1980:

Brigadier Cowgill, whom I consulted first, pointed out that in Chapter 19
of his report the 1980 correspondence was published in full. The Times'
wording was not used, but it was nevertheless true to say that what we pro-
duced in 1980 did not provide the then Mr Macmillan with the information
he needed to enable him to defend himself against Tolstoy and others.

I made enquiries in the Ministry of Defence (MoD) in November 1990 and have
just received a reply. It is not possible now to discover exactly how the
request was handled in the MoD when they received it in 1980 because the
files have been destroyed following a routine review of such material. From
the evidence provided by our end of the correspondence however and the fact
that the Army Historical Branch of the MoD, whose files are still extant,
was not involved, it would appear that the enquiry was handled in both depart-
ments by the Records rather than the Historical Sections and that the search
did not go very much wider than the identification where possible of the
actual documents sought.

This is not surprising. The request from Mr Macmillan said only that he
wanted the documents for his biographer to use in due course; he did not,
he said, intend to take part in public discussion. Unfortunately he allowed
this intention to be over-ridden in the light of further allegations by
Mr Tolstoy. He could hardly have done otherwise since silence would have
been construed as evasion and thus guilt.

So it is only with hindsight that our "failure" to produce more information
can be seen. All those involved at the time appear to have done their best
to locate the relevant papers. Given the terms in which the request was
made it is not really surprising that Departments did not put in hand the
research which Brigadier Cowgill and his colleagues have conducted over
a four year period.

I thought originally that we might be able to write to the present Lord
Stockton rebutting the allegation of failure on our part made by The Times.
But the moment for that is, I believe, now past and, as we have nothing
very helpful to say, there would seem little point. You might however wish
to write briefly to Brigadier Cowgill who raised the topic when he saw you
in November last. I attach a draft for consideration.

On a separate but related matter we were going to 'remind' Lord Stockton
about his undertaking to let us have a complete print-out of the Macmillan
papers at Birchgrove towards the end of last year. However, I note from
Alistair Horne's letter to you of 15 January 1990 that the cataloguing is
expected to take until June 1991. If you agree I will let you have a draft
letter enquiring about progress nearer the middle of the year.

7-2,/: ﬂno(/ml}.f

MISS P M ANDREWS
Historical Section
30 January 1991
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THE TIMES .,

Will Noddy be

driven abroad?j&

s the dust from the Three- -
Graces affair continues to
swirl about the art world,

i fears are growing that a unique
i part of our literary heritage, the

i Macmillan Archive, will be sold

., next month to an overseas buyer.
The huge collection, comprising
[ thousands of letters exchanged
between many of the 20th centu-

rv's most famous writers and the
© publishing house, is to be auc-
! tioned at Sotheby’s on July 19,
and is expected to fetch at least
i £200,000. Macmillan is selling the|
i material — enough-to fill a
furniture lorry — to release much-
needed storage space and to pay
for the maintenance of the

remaining record
Covering the years 1905 to

1969, the archive includes a
literary treasure trove of 20,000
confidential readers’ reports on
manuscripts submitted for pub-
lication. Among the budding au-
thors who attracted scathing
criticism were H.G. Wells, A.A.
Milne (“not a grain of wit or
humour”), Vera Brittain and
Osbert Sitwell, who was described
' by the Macmillan expert as “un-
! comfortable and clumsy in verse™.

American literary lion Norman
Mailer suffered the indignity of
having his masterpiece The Naked
and the Dead described as 300
pages too long and with no appeal
to women, though the assessor
added: “The author is potentially
a good, if not great writer.” The
archive also includes some racy
correspondence from Enid Blyton
complaining that a one-shilling
price increase for her books de-
prived readers of four ice-creams.

She was also preoccupied with the
launch of Noddy books in Amer-
ica and the need to give him a car
with left-hand drive.

The sale is<being handled by
Adam Macmillan, the late Lord

“Stockton’s grandson. He would

like the archive to stay in Britain
and offered it initially tw the
British Library, where the firm’s
earlier archive covering the years
1867-1905 is housed. But Sarah
Tyacke, the library’s director of
special collections, says that al-
though keen to have it, the library
has just bought the
G.K. Chesterton archive and has
no funds available. “We zre not
indifferent to this collection but
we have exhausted for the mo-
ment the goodwill of our outside
benefactors. Sometimes we have
to bite on a nasty bullet. Itis a very
sad occasion.” Even sadcer for
Britain if the archive ends up in
Texas or Tokyo.
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MACMILLAN PAPERS

A reference in The Times Diary today to the forthcoming sale by Sotheby's
of the "Macmillan Archive" gave me some cause for concern until a closer
read revealed that it was not the Macmillan papers in which we have an in-
terest which are to be sold; presumably they are the ones for which storage
and maintenance is to be paid out of the proceeds of the sale.

It is now two years since ILord Stockton first referred to the cataloguing
of the Macmillan papers. A reminder of his undertaking to let us see a
printout when one was available might now be appropriate. If Sir Roebin
Butler agrees, I attach a draft letter for consideration.

| ol /"}n(-l.le':LJ.‘;
MISS P M ANDREWS

Historical Section
26 June 1990




EgPGﬁKEETTER FOR SIR ROBIN BUTLER TO SEND TO:-

The Earl of Stockton
4 Little Essex\Street
LONDON

WC2R 3LF

It is almost a year since we corresponded about your proposals
for handling your grandfather's papers following completion
of the biography by Alistair’. Horne. 1~6he&}d~be~mst-—g£ateful
if-you coul;i: - ;etmekﬁow when theé print-out, to which you referred
in your letter of 25 July 1989, ‘\is expected to be ready so that

I can put in hand any arrangements\‘.‘which will be necessary here

to deal with it.
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';Sounds of fury

THE SOUTH Bank Centre
Is in danger of being boy-
cotted by London’s orches-
tras unless it backs down
over recently-imposed
rent rises.

In an unprecedented show
of unity, orchestras using
the concert halls have re.
fused to sign next season’s

by Robin Stringer

further eight per cent in-
crease in charges for the Fes-
tival Hall, Queen Elizabeth
Ha}l and Purcell Room
which follows this season’s
Increase of 16 per cent.

nia, BBC Symphony, London
Mozart Players, City of Lon-
don Sinfonia and London
Sinfonietta.

They were further antago-
nised by the South Bank'’s re-
fusal to accept a compromise
offer to pay 12 per cent in-
stead of 16 and its unsatisfac-

on the South Bank 3

“The standards are deplor- |
able”, said Libby MacNama-
ra, director of the Associa-
tion of British Orchestras. |
“The situation is going to get
worse.”

The centre admitted that |
not all was perfect, but said |
the problems were no more !

contracts.
They are protesting at

THE INDEPENDENT

The orchestras are the
Lor_)don Philharmonic, Royal
a Philharmonic, Philharmo-

Lost prestige of the Natural History Museuﬁ

rom Professor Minchen Chow

sir: [ and my colleagues in the In-
stitute of Vertebrate Paleontology
and Paleoanthropology, Acade-
mia Sinica and the Peking Natural
History Museum are shocked to
learn that the Natural History
Museum in London is about to
curtail a number of posts, mostly
in science departments, and to
close down or reduce research in a
number of areas, including living
and fossil mammals. This research
was initiated by Sir Richard
Owen, who, besides having been
the founder of the museum, pub-
lished in 1870 his study on the first
collection of Chinese fossil
mammals, now housed in the mu-
seum.

The Natural History Museum
has enjoved for more than two
centuries a highly prestigious posi-
tion in the circle of natural history
investigations worldwide. This tra-
dition has to be maintained as one
of Britain’s most important con-
tributions to science. The museum
is not only Britain’s national pride
but also a part of the world’s cul-
tural heritage.

The museum has gained its
unique position and reputation
not only by virtue of the size,
quantity and value of its collec-
tions gathered from all parts of
the world over the past two centu-
ries, but even more through the
high quality of its custodial work
which could only be achieved by
high-level research personnel.
Only if the research.collections
are studied and curated by compe-
tent staff who keep abreast of new
concepts and methods in taxon-
omy, can the museum continue to
serve scientists the world over. Let
the museum remain an irreplace-
able centre of up-to-date natural
history research, rather than a
mere treasure house of lifeless
specimens.

With high esteem,

MINCHEN CHOW

Institute of Vertebrate Paleon-
tology and Paleoanthropology
Peking, China

9 June

The writer is director of the Peking
Natural History Museum and presi-
dent of the Chinese Association of
Science Museums.
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Will Noddy be

driven abroad? &

s the dust from the Three- -
Graces affair continues to |

swirl about the art world,

fears are growing that a unique

i part of our literary heritage, the
i Macmillan Archive, will be sold |

. next month to an overseas buyer.
! The huge collection, comprising!
' thousands of letters exchanged |

between many of the 20th centu- !

_ ry’s most famous writers and the |

publishing house, is to be auc-|

' tioned at Sotheby’s on July 19,]
i and is expected to fetch at least|
. £200,000. Macmillan is selling the|
I material —

to fill al

enough

furniture lorry — to release much-|
needed storage space and to pay‘
for the maintenance of the
remaining records.

Covering the years 1905 to|
1969, the archive includes a|
literary treasure trove of 20,000
confidential readers’ reports on|
manuscripts submitted for pub-|
lication. Among the budding au-
thors who attracted scathing
criticism were H.G. Wells, A.A.
Milne (“not a grain of wit or|
humour”), Vera Brittain and |

Osbert Sitwell, who was described |

i by the Macmillan expert as “‘un- \
! comfortable and clumsy in verse™.

American literary lion Norman
Mailer suffered the indignity of
having his masterpiece The Naked
and the Dead described as 300
pages too long and with no appeal
to women, though the assessor
added: “The author is potentially
a good, if not great writer.” The
archive also includes some racy
correspondence from Enid Blyton
complaining that a one-shilling
price increase for her books de-
prived readers of four ice-creams.

than might reasonably be e¢x- !
pected in an organisation of |
its size. ‘

|

i

She was also preoccupied with the
launch of Noddy books in Amer-
ica and the need to give him a car
with left-hand drive.

The sale is<being handled by
Adam Macmillan, the late Lord

Stockton’s grandson. He would

like the archive to stay in Britain
and offered it initially to the
British Library, where the firm’s
earlier archive covering the years
1867-1905 is housed. But Sarah
Tyacke, the library’s director of
special collections, says that al-
though keen to have it, the library
has  just bought the
G.K: Chesterton archive and has
no funds available. “We zare not
indifferent to this collection but
we have exhausted for the mo-
ment the goodwill of our outside
benefactors. Sometimes we have
to bite on a nasty bullet. It is a very
sad occasion.” Even sadder for
Britain if the archive ends up in
Texas or Tokyo.

THE TIMES

New offices
next summ

MPs’ offices in the new
parliamentary building 1=
Bridge Street opposite Biz
Ben should be available 721
occupation after the sur -
mer recess next year, Sir Seof-
frey Howe, leader of the
House, said at question = e,
Sir John Stokes (Hales-
owen and Stourbndge, C said
that the provision of mc—=
offices would mean eve-
fawer MPs in the cham=—
and the smoking room.
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Miss Andrews

From the Secretary of the Cabinet and Head of the Home Civil Service
Sir Robin Butler KCB CVO

Ref ., A090/164 / 18 January 1990

jw TEEE. )

Thank you for your letter of 15 January. I too enjoyed our
conversation and I am most grateful to you for making enquiries
about the Macmillan archive.. I do not need to trouble Lord
Stockton just yet but I have an arrangement with him to be in
touch when the work on the catalogue has been completed.

(IQ’i \‘L lrr(‘* V/C'?(;—-ral <,

A Horne Esq

21 St Petersburgh Place
LONDON

W2 41A
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THE MACMIIIAN PAPERS

The information in Mr Alistair Horne's letter of 15 January confirms that
given to us by Lord Stockton in his letter of 25 July 1989. He said then
that the part-time archivist who is preparing the catalogue had estimated
that the work would take two years to complete. At that time Lord Stockton
has undertaken to let us have a conplete printout of the content of the
archive. ILord Stockton said further that the Trustees had decided not to
grant access to anyone other than Mr Horne for five years from July 1989.
We are however hoping that we shall be granted access once the printout
has been made available so that we can advise on anything which should not
be made publicly available even at the end of the five year period.

I would not have thought that a further approach to Lord Stockton was
desirable at this stage but you might wish to thank Mr Horne for the infor-
mation he has provided. I attach a draft letter for your consideration.

B 10 .b.O Y

}QtfluLRUS

MISS P M ANDREWS

Historical Section
17 Januvary 1990




21 ST. PETERSBURGH PLACE
LONDON W2 4LA
01-229 4270

15th January 1990

Sir Robin Butler, KCB, CVO,
Cabinet Office - -“w o 0
70 Whitehall, , c- Miss Andrews D124

SW1A., i | ;
| ) e (~ ‘\,u{ N TUhou -"\/L,(?{.'
SDVLJ\ E 5 Sdinx’ Gwwertr
/
" i
I greatly enjoyed our conversation at the Belgian Embassy last week,

and have since enquired about the intended future of the Macmillan
archives.

-‘1/ I -

You might 1like to know that they are at present held at a house
retained by the family at Birchﬁ%ove, "Porches", while they are
being catalogued. This will last, provisionally, until June 1991
and the anticipation is that they will then be held indefinitely
at "Porches" and not open to public scrutiny for several years.

If you wanted any further details, I am sure Lord Stockton would
oblige.

I hope this is helpful.

AT el 1w
J

O 1-\“’1

/v(«\/f D/L@

FROM ALISTAIR HORNE
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01-270 0101

From the Secretary of the Cabinet and Head of the Home Civil Service
Sir Robin Butler KCB CVO

Ref. #089/2088 / 31 July 1989

))ox_r lowt Stoclfou

Thank you for your letter of 25 July. I quite understand
your reasons for wishing to restrict access to the papers and the
five year ban imposed should allow time for us to advise on any
material which should not, even after that period, be made
publicly available. I look forward to receiving the computer
printout of the contents of the archive and am grateful to you
for your assurance that the records are in the meantime being
kept in secure conditions.

The Earl of Stockton
4 Little Essex Street
LONDON T
WC2R 3LF f CABINET OFFicH
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THE MACMILLAN PAPERS

In Lord Stockton's letter to Sir Robin Butler dated 25 July, which is a
response to Sir Robin's letter of 18 July, he says that agreement has been
reached at a meeting of the Trustees to allow access to the Macmillan papers
only to Alistair Horne for a period of five years. Lord Stockton also says
that the cataloguing of the Archive will take two years, after which he
will let us have a computer printout of the contents.

I have discussed Iord Stockton's letter with the Foreign Office who, as

I mentioned in my minute of 12 July, are very anxious to retrieve the Caserta
papers, some of which at least it seems may be originals of which we may
have no copies. The Foreign Office would therefore like to get earlier
access to the papers. They also make the point that unless we are allowed
to see what the Archive contains in advance of the computer file being pro-
duced, it might contain things which should not be made publicly available.

I have sympathy with the FCO's concern but the fact is that the Macmillan
papers have been out of official custody at least since 1963 (and the Caserta
papers probably much longer). I do not see how we can claim to need to
see them as a matter of urgency. On the other hand I would hope that
A alzf \Lord Stockton would be prepared for us to inspect the archive during, say,
bt \ L the time between the computer printout being made available to us and the
ban on access being lifted, otherwise we would not be able to offer the
advice mentioned in Sir Robin's letter of 3 October 1988 (A088/2864); and
at that stage we could also seek to have deleted from the computer record
any thing which could not, even then, be made publicly available. The reasons
given for imposing the ban hardly apply to HMG but I get the
impression from Lord Stockton's letter that a request to be allowed access
whilst the Trustees' Archivist is working would not be welcome and
that we would be more likely to make progress if we awaited receipt of the
computer printout. I attach a suggested draft reply for consideration.
)

&

/ QL ﬂnc(/upr

: \,{U/L‘U\A
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MISS P M ANDREWS

Historical Section
28 July 1989




From The Earl of Stockton /\/~/

4 LitTLE EssEx STREET
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Thank you very much for your letter of July 18th.
Curiously enough I have on my desk a copy of the
Minutes of a recent meeting of the Trustees of my
grandfather's Book Trust and I am happy to say that we
have decided that there will be no access of any kind,
other than by Alistair Horne for corrections, etc.,
for five years from July 1st this year. We feel it
is appropriate both from the point of view of con-
fidentiality and also to enable the considerable
investment that the Company has made to be recouped
both in hardback and in due course in paper.

25€th Julv5-1989

The archive material is being catalogued, as I
told you, and a computer file of what is in every
folder and where is being prepared. The archivist,
who is part-time, estimates that this will take two
years and once this is ready I will be happy to let
you have a print-out. In the meantime the records
are being kept securely in the Estate Office.

R wWw
Moot Qeddon
oy

Sir Robin Butler, K.C.B., C.V.O.
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70 Whitehall London SW1A 2AS
01-270 0101

From the Secretary of the Cabinet and Head of the Home Civil Service
Sir Robin Butler KCB CVO

Ref. /A089/1924 V 18 July 1989

3 c- mfss%ewsb Q. -« “vfz
Dews Lont Siscletsn,

You will recall that you wrote to me on 27 September last
year about your proposals for the handling of your grandfather's
and father's papers prior to a decision being taken upon their
eventual destination.

Now that the Second Volume of the Biography has been
published I assume that the Trustees will be considering the
matter again and I should be most grateful for any information
there may be about progress with the cataloguing to which you
referred in your letter of 27 September 1988. As you know my
concern is that we should have the opportunity to identify any
public records which the collection may contain, including papers
relating to the period when your grandfather was the British
Resident Minister, Mediterranean, in Caserta; and to discuss
their handling with the Trustees, before they are passed on or
public access is given to them.

YOM GRLM’\JL
Qolmx Bute.

The Earl of Stockton
4 Little Essex Street
LONDON

WC2R 3LF
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I attach, as requested, a draft letter to Lord Stockton for Sir Robin Butler's
consideration.

The piece about the Caserta papers is added at the Foreign Office's request,
they are most concerned to retrieve them if at all possible.

-

)—Ext» nolres s

MISS P M ANDREWS

Historical Section
12 July 1989
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From the Secretary of the Cabinet and Head of the H /qme Cl*’tl Service

Sir Robin Butler KCB CVO S ity é

Ref. A088/2864 | FILING s TRUGTIONG | 3 October 1988

P LF. E Mo,

r

)72._, tovd Stckisn,

Thank you for your letter of 27 September 1988. I am
most grateful to you for setting out so fully the position
with regard to your grandfather's and father's papers and
your proposals for the future handling of them.

I welcome the fact that the Trustees are planning to
employ an archivist to catalogue the papers. I look forward
to receiving the Archivist's report when it is available.

As you say, we can then offer advice before the papers are
passed on or access to them is given. If, during the course
of the work, the Archivist should find anything on which our
people could offer help or advice please encourage him not
to hesitate to get in touch with my office.

Yo sincanty
Z'ﬁ« Setin-

The Earl of Stockton
4 Little Essex Street
London

WC2R 3LF




the position with regard to his grandfather's papers which

are to be catalogued by an Archivist employed by the Trustees
and held in the Estate Office on the Birch Grove Estate until

a decision is taken as to their eventual destination. A

copy of the Archivist's report is to be made available to

you from which we should be able to identify those papers b W
which are of concern to us. I attach a suggested draft reply
to Lord Stockton simply thanking him for the information

which seems quite satisfactorv and looking forward to receiving

the report in due course.

It remains to be seen whether the representations which
Brigadier Cowgill said he would make about the 'Caserta'
files bring about any advance on what is proposed in Lord
Stockton's letter but it seems more than likely that he would
simply tell the Brigadier that the matter was in hand.

If Sir Robin is content I would propose to let the

Foreign Office know what has transpired as it was Brigadier
Cowgill's request for permission to use one of their papers
in his report which alerted us to the potential problem of

public records amongst the collection at Birch Grove.

‘ Y = ﬁr\drt Gl

MISS P M ANDREWS

Historical Section
29 September 1988




Ref.  AO88/2842

®

NOTE FOR RECORD

Brigadier Cowgill came to see SirRobin Butler on Wednesday,
21 September 1988. Miss Andrews, Head of the Historical
Section and Mr Woolley were present.

Brigadier Cowgill said that the interim report of the inquiry
into the repatriation of surrendered enemy personnel on which
he had been engaged with Lord Brimelow, Brigadier Tryon-Wilson
and Mr Christopher Booker for the last 2% years was to be

made publicly available following a Press Conference to be
held at the Royal United Services Institute in Whitehall the
following day. He expressed his gratitude for the help he
had received from the Ministry of Defence, the Foreign Office
and the Cabinet Office. Sir Robin thanked him and said that
his appreciation would be passed on to those concerned.

The question of public acknowledgement of the help given by
Government Departments was raised but not pursued when

Sir Robin indicated that practical assistance such as calling
up files from the Public Record Office was not something whic
could be done for everyone. :

It was agreed during discussion that Brigadier Cowgill could,
if the need arose, refer to the correspondence which had
passed between the then Harold Macmillan and the then Sir
Robert Armstrongin 1980 when Sir Robert had responded to a
request for copies of telegrams which had passed between
General Keightley and Field Marshal Alexander in 1945.

Brigadier Cowgill mentioned the "Caserta files" for the period
when Mr Macmillan was Resident Minister and which are at Birch
Grove. He said that he proposd to suggest to the Trustees
that they should copy the papers for the Macmillan collection
and return the originals to us. Sir Robin said he would be
most grateful if Brigadier Cowgill would make that suggestion.

In conclusion the Brigadier/%ﬁég he.hoped that the final report
would include whole documents rather than extracts. Sixt
Robin asked him to clear with us the use of any Cabinet documents

in this way.

Brigadier Cowgill left with us two copies of the interim report.

T A WOOLLEY

Cabinet Office
Zq September 1988




From The Earl of Stockton

=1 4 LittLE Essex STREET V\
f Lonpon WC2R 3LF

9% |
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g SEFI98G | 27th September, 1988

. (DiaN (/14/ % e - mars And

Thank you very much for your letter of September 6th. All
my grandfather's papers are, in fact, controlled by a group of
Trustees, namely his lawyer, Michael Hamilton of Taylor Garrett,
Sir Philip de Zulueta and myself, and it is our intention that
no access will be granted to my grandfather's papers until after
the second volume of the biography is published next year.
Between now and then the Trustees are employing an archivist who
will sort through and catalogue the papers, including all those
additions since my grandfather's retirement, and also all my
father's personal and political papers.

It is the intention of the Trustees that the papers should
be kept securely at the Estate Office on the Birch Grove Estate,
which will be retained along with some small parcels of land
once the Estate has been disposed of. The Estate Manager, Air
Vice-Marshal Derek O'Hara, has undertaken to ensure that all the
papers are both safe and secure, and the Trustees will meet
after the publication of Volume II to decide whether or not the
papers should be passed to an academic institution or maintained
at the expense of either the Trustees or the Publishing Company.

I will ensure that any report produced by the archivist
cataloguing the collection is made available to your office and
on the basis of any subsequent judgement the Government
archivist may make we can proceed accordingly. 1-don't-think
there is any urgency as the publication date for Volume II has
yet to be fixed.

I feel I should also point out that it was my grandfather S
intention in due course to publish more of his diaries in view
of the success of the Second World War Diaries that were pub-
lished in 1984. They are very vivid and like most diaries of
great men highly subjective! We would ensure that we started
with his First World War Diaries and work slowly on so that by
the time we got to the most recent ones all the protagonists for
one reason or another would be unlikely to object.

o M

SirsRobrn=Rutier, "KuCiB. .,
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From the Secretary of the Cabinet and Head of the Home Civil Service
Sir Robin Butler KCB CVO

Pgef./A088/2598 6 September 1988
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You will recall that we corresponded over Professor Donald .
Cameron Watt's access to your grandfather's papers.

I understand that Alastair Horne's work on the biography
of your grandfather is almost complete and that publication is
expected this Autumn. It occurs to me to ask whether you have
any plans in mind for the papers on which Mr Horne has been
working in order to produce the biography. As you will appreci-
ate, given the high offices held by your grandfather during his
lifetime, it seems likely that the collection will contain a
proportion of official papers which will be public records.

If you were proposing to deposit the collection with a
University or other institution it would be extremely helpful
if you would allow Government archivists access to the papers
so that they might first familiarise themselves with what the
collection comprises by way of official documents and, secondly,
see whether there is anything of a confidential nature which we
might need to ask you or the relevant institution to withhold
from public view until its counterpart in the departmental
files is made generally available in the Public Record Office
at Kew.

I should, of course, be glad to discuss this matter with
you if you would find that helpful.

The Earl of Stockton
4 Little Essex Street
London WC2R 3LF




MISS BOWDERY
THE MACMILLAN PAPERS

In his manuscript note dated 5 August 1988 Sir Robin Butler asks if he can
see the previous correspondence which he and Lord Armstrong had with

Lord Stockton on the Macmillan papers before he decides whether to take the
course of action proposed in my minute of 4 August 1988,

We think that the correspondence to which Sir Robin refers must be that
relating to Professor Donald Cameron. Watt's request for access to the
papers for the purpose of preparing the Official History of Defence
Organisation since 1945, Relevant copies are attached.

In his letter of 22 September 1987 Lord Stockton points out that control of

the papers has passed to the Trustees of the Harold Macmillan Book Trust.

This should not preclude us from taking the action which I have suggested in
respect of any public records which the collection might contain, nor should
the fact that Professor Watt has received permission to carry out some research
on the papers. I am afraid that I do not know whether Professor Watt has in
fact visited Birch Grove but it seems likely that any further access would be
subject to the same conditions as were applied to him — see Lord Stockton's
letter of 2 March 1988.

)
/LQ,E“ [acyels5S

MISS P M ANDREWS

Historical Section
2 September 1988




CABINET OFFICE
70 Whitehall London SW1A 2AS
01-270 0101

From the Secretary of the Cabinet and Head of the Home Civil Service
Sir Robin Butler KCB CVO

Ref. A088/775 v ~ 8 March 1988
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Thank you for your letter of 2 March about Professor Donald
Cameron Watt's request for access to your grandfather's papers.
I was glad to hear that the key had been found and grateful to
you for giving consideration to the request.

Professor Watt has been informed of the conditions under
which you are prepared to grant him access to the papers. He
will, of course abide by them. He hopes that he may be allowed
to make notes to serve as an aide memoire. Perhaps I could ask
you to be so kind as to arrange for Air Vice Marshal O'Hara to
confirm that this would be acceptable when Professor Watt contacts
him to make arrangements to visit Birch Grove.

>/ov-ﬂ Qx\‘-ﬂC,LSVA7,

gzabbx E;“jfhr

The Earl of Stockton
4 Little Essex Street
London

WC2R 3LF
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I am sorry not to have come back to you before

now concerning the request I received from Sir Robert

Armstrong last autumn that Professor Donald Cameron

Watt might have access to my grandfather's papers for

the period 1945-60. I am very relieved to be able to

tell you that the key has been found and I think the

best thing would be for Professor Watt to get in touch

direct with the Estate Manager, Air Vice-Marshal

Derek O'Hara, C.B., R.A.F. (Retdi), to make the

necessary arrangements to visit Birch Grove. His

address is The Estate Office, Birch Grove House,

Chelwood Gate, Nr. Haywards Heath, Sussex, RH17 7BT.

In giving this permission I must emphasise, how-
ever, that as a trustee of my grandfather's papers I
cannot allow Professor Watt to remove any papers from
the file nor must he photocopy anything without my
express permission. I must also insist that Air Vice-
Marshal O'Hara is present all all times while the files
are bsing examined.

I am sure that both you and Professor Watt will
understand these restrictions and if there are any
particular problems, please do not hesitate to get in

touch with me.
bmm S ( ww\j

W.

o

Sie Rebim Butlen,’ C,Vi.0.,
Secretary of the Cabinet.

cc. Air Vice-Marshal Derek O'Hara
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70 Whitehall, London sw1ia 2as  Telephone o1- 270 0101

Secretary of the Cabinet and Head of the Home Civil Service

Sir Robert Armstrong GCB cvo

Ref.~A087/3272 20 November 1987

"

Do Moceder

Thank you very much for your letter of
13 November.

Your grandfather's papers are obviously
totally secure at the present time! I 1look
forward to hearing from you again, when the
keys have come to light and you are able to
have access to them again.

/ Rste

The Earl of Stockton
4 Little Essex Street
London

WC2R 3LF
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Your Ref. A087/2662 13th November, 1987
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Further to my letter of September 22rd I have now
had the concurrence of the Trustees of my grandfather's
papers and would be happy for Professor Watt, to visit
Birch Grove to consult them. There is, unfortunately,
a temporary problem. Owing to my own incompetence I
have managed to lock away in a,safe place the keys to
the filing cabinet and, partly because of the upheavals
caused by the hurricane, which kept us without heat or
light for over two weeks, I have for the moment been
unable to put my hands on the safe place where I put
them. However, I am confident that all will come back
to me in due course and we will be able to get the
filing cabinet open without resort to the use of a
crowbar.

" In the meantime I do assure you that the papers
are safe and secure from intervention from the elements
and if I may I will come back to you when the problem
has been sorted out.

tgmM
o it

Sir Robert Armstrong, G.C.B., C.V.0.
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From the Chairman

The Earl of Stockton

/
Al - 22 Septembeyx 1907
Cc - ﬂlﬂ{}iwiwgﬁJ
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Your ref. AO087/2662
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much for your lett&r. Control of my
grandfather's papers has passed to the Trustees of the

Harold Macmillan Book Trust, namely Sir Philip de Zulueta,

Michael Hamilton (my Trustee and the family solicitors) and
myself. I am passing on your letter to them.

We will arrive at a decision with all possible despatch
and I will be writing to you shortly.

Sir Robert Armstrong GCB CVO

Macmillan Publishers Ltd

Registered Office 4 Little Essex Street London WC2R3LF Telephone 01-836 6633 Cables Publish London WC2 Telex 262024

Registered No. 785999 England
R 212




CABINET OFFICE
70 Whitehall London SWIA 2AS
01-270 0101

From the Secretary of the Cabinet and Head of the Home Civil Service
/ Sir Robert Armstrong ccs cvo

Z

Ref. A087[2662J .15 September 1987

/
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One of the official historians, Professor Donald Cameron
Watt, who has been appointed by the Government to prepare the
Official History of Defence Organisation since 1945 has asked if
he might have access to your grandfather's papers for the period
1945-60.

In his capacity as official historian, Professor Watt has
had access to the official records, but finds that they give him
little indication of the thinking behind the decisions of the day
or how the various proposals put to your grandfather were assessed.
He feels that perusal of the personal papers, especially the
diaries, would enable him to reach a better understanding of these
aspects and to '"put some flesh on the bones'".

Professor Watt has consulted the biographer, Alastair Horne,
who has said that he personally would have no objection to access
being accorded for the period in question, particularly as
Mr Horne's book will be published before Professor Watt's Official
History.

I should be most grateful if you would let me know whether
you feel able to accede to this request, and, if so, to whom we
should apply on Professor Watt's behalf.

YM St
e

The Earl. of Stockton
Macmillans Publishers Ltd
4 Little Essex Street
London

NCZ2R 3LS
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I'Stockton home sold

il| The family home of the late, Lord Stockton, the former
| prime minister Harold Macmillan, has been sold to an

undisclosed buyer for £7 million, £2 million more than the
asking price, Birchgrove House, completed in 1926, stands

||l in 1,234 acres of wooded land at Chelwood Gate, East

| Sussex. It was put on the market two months ago and had
attracted about forty prospective - buyers, Humberts of
London, the agents, sald yesterday
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On 22 December 1987 Brigadier Cowgill called to see Lord Armstrong and
Sir Robin Butler to give them an explanation of the project on which he
is engaged with Lord Brimelow, Brigadier Tyon-Wilson and Mr Christopher

Booker on the repatriation of the Cossaks and the Yugoslavs after the war.

~ Brigadier Cowgill said at that meeting that he would be letting us have a

copy of his report for comment and "clearance" before it went for publication.
He called to see me again yesterday, 3 August, to say that the report is

very nearly in a state in which it can be made available to us. He also
showed me documents which he had acquired from the Macmillan collection at
Birch Grove and asked whether it would be in order for him to publish them

as key documents with the report. They were clearly Foreign Office documents

| and I am therefore consulting my colleagues there.

The request by Brigadier Cowgill to publish documents which he has got from
| Birch Grove has however brought to light a wider question about the papers
| held there. The Foreign Office tell me that it is apparent, even from the

| few documents shown to us, that the Macmillan collection contains public
| records, perhaps even some original records of which we have no copies; one
| of the letters brought in by Brigadier Cowgill is one for which the FCO

has been searching for years.

| It is thought that Birch Grove is to be sold and Brigadier Cowgill says he

thought he heard mention of the papers being deposited with Birmingham
University now that the biography of Harold Macmillan on which Mr Alastair
Horne has been working for some time is, apparently, completed and is to be
published in the Autumn. It is important, preferably before the papers
are deposited anywhere,that we should know what public records are amongst
them so that we can make arrangements for them to be handled in accordance
with the Public Records Acts.

We can only do this by agreement with Lord Stockton, the Trustees and/or

| with the University or other institution in which the documents are placed.
| I wonder whether Sir Robin would be prepared to write to Lord Stockton as

a first step to see whether we can gain access to the papers. I attach a
draft letter for consideration.

L 7
| at- Hadretss
MISS P M ANDREWS

Historical Section
4 August 1988




