PF47151/V2

ASHLEY. MRS. GISELA

CA/ISTLYAd

SEE ALSO LIST INSIDE COVER

Star Star Star
Serial No Designation Date Serial No  Designation Date Serial No Designation

S. 960 Edn2

PF47151/V2




Register No. Minute Sheet No.

5
21.10.39 Two letters from Mrs. A., dated 15.10 and 17.10.
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25.10.39 Two letters from Mrs. A., dated 16 .10 end 21.10
5¢

To Mrs. A. in answer to 58a
"_. 60
256.10.39 4 passing on information contained in 58a
61

- 27.10.39 asking whether information should ue sent
tO I'I.IuD'

62
Letter from rs. A., dated 26.10.39
63

passing on infornation contained in 62a

64
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85.
Receipt for £5 from Major LENNCX

86.

80a

Sileg
81a
81x

82a

83%a




Register No. Minute Sheet No.

87
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POA. ‘ 2. BC

Mrs.Ashley rang a few days ago to say that she was anxious
to acquire an Unemployment Insurance Card, but feared that if she
made an approach to the Ministry of Labour "out of the blue", awkward
questions might be asked about past employment.

I undertook to square the Ministry of Labour in advance.

This I have now done, and if Mrs.Ashley would care to call
personally upon a Miss Mitochell at the Ministry of Labour Office

at Great Marlborough Street, she will be fixed up without embarrassing
questions being asked.

Would you very kindly tel_& Mrs.A? CJ M | PR baa
frank £ M. ) ;
A,D
(gl (9O F

LY

- . C ATAD oy b o
Note re removal of lrs.ashley from Somerset House
"Green Starred" List.

Reply to 103=a.

Note from B.lL.e to D.B. re National Registration S
-l o X } : ) ‘ )
Card issued to Mrs.Ashley. i

106.

D‘EB.
her number is WELBECK 1410 - and she is returning the
national registration identity card referred to.

I have gpoken to Mrs. Ashley on the telephone -

Be2s 7 L R S, R
8. 1. 48, T.A.Robertson .
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18.10.48. From NoI.D. information about Gisela ASHIEY found
in some German Files of correspondence in 1940-45
between the German Naval Attache at the Hague and the
fLarman Admiraltv. T 109a,

236)

20.10.48, Note from D.D.G. to B.2. re Gisela ASHLEY 110a.

111

27.10.48. To N.I.D. thanking them for sending the information
re Gisela ASHLEY at 109a. 111a,

1123
2710, 48, Minute to D.D.G. ré Gisela ASHLEY Mentioning BESTHORN. 1l2a.
113.

30,10, 48, To Brigadier Borrowdaile, Int. Div. asking them to
contact BESTHORN re Gisela ASHLEY,

11k,

11.11.48. From Int. Div, - interim reply to ]

THIS IS A COPY |
ORIGINAL DOCUMENT RETAINED |
IN DEPARTMENT UNDER SECTION
3(4) OF THE PUBLIC. RECORDS
ACT 1958

29.11,48, Note on conversation with U,35 concernin

e




116,

30,11, 48, From Int. v-Div. further to llia.

21.12.48, From Int. Div. re interrogation of BESTHORN re Mrs.ASHLEY. 1172,

re lMrs.Ashley joining Anglo-German Asscn. 118a.




8. Form 81/rev. 1.52.

EXTRACT.

Extract for File No. P1F047 2. 0210 / Name :....... AQHLEY ,..G iseds.

Original in File No. :*..0.aF.a...81 1/2 Sorinlt i B8 e VOl il Receipt Date

Original from : ... Under Ref. ... 415/95, .................................... Dated

Extracted on: 1403550 by: HIB Section :

an individual

ily Dear Malcolm,
The Anglo-Germag_&§agg;apiog.

You may like to know that, on our instruction, Gisels
ASHLEY has joined the above Associatione. . ;

, I have informed portentially interested sections in my
Head Office, but I thought thet perhaps you would also like *
xnow in case your people have any particular interest in any
members of the Association, in which case ¥rs. ASHLEY could t
asked to do anything you like.

~ For your information the Association from time to time
holds conferences and.meetings at which members are able to
ask any questions that they Tike. You may like to bear in mir
in case you ever want any particular question to be asked.
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include the name of the file owner

* If the ori

This letter requires no answer,
Yours €ver,
; Signed,
Lieut-Colonel M.E.D. Cumning, 0.B.E.
M.I.5.

- =
J 4 5 i
YA Aly L2l




Telephone

Your Reference. CONTROL
Our Reference... 4. DIV/EF 5309

'Sy
OMMISSION FOR GERMANY
(BRITISH ELEMENT),

5e

cember, 1948

orrada

'wEl'.lted about Korvetten~kapita

7 i = el ~
/ Delel

He

', near Malente,
n 1l Dee 4, arlci. jn answer to thé question ]

rEC]

cruited

Fraulein had been
London. 3ome ) )39 Ashley
] in . ies her

Wortmann sugges i,couhw'n '-:};

should assist
secretary. S

employing her
could not

+Tha e D g - Fa= -
there were no vacanci




From

Telephone A M A -y P CONTROL COMMISSION FOR GERMANY
Your Reference..... et e 0 (BRITISH ELEMENT),

Our Reference . H3, TWT, DTV, PH,.




Reg1ster No. \unute Sheet No

Reference 109a and 112a. I spoke to U,35 whose memoxry
of the events of February 1Qhﬁ enables him to say, without
any hesitation, that the German information in all

1¢]
tallies with the story as he knew it, hele
in this information, he thinks, which need v

D,Be D G- N
29,11 .48,
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4. (A
Captain Liddell. D.D.G. e

There is abundant proof on these files that Gisela ASHLEY,
on the instructions of this office, made two separate journeys to
the Hague, and successfully used her friendship with the Secretary
of the German Naval Attache to report on and obtain information from
BESTHORN, During her second visit in September - October 1939,
after she had been "abandoned" by U35, it is known that BESTHORN
wanted her to work for him, but this was said to be an office
secretarial appointment only.

On one occasion she furnished him with her personal particulars
for him to send to Berlin, She reported to Mr. White when she was
in England in August, before the outbreak of war, that she did not
think BESTHORN thought of her as a recruit for the German 5SS, but that
if she were to accept his suggestion.and take up her residence in
Holland, this might easily follow in due course (the relevant passage
is flagged). :

Wa.s g
You may feel ¥hkes sufficiently explains the passage in the

German documents, but in view of the message dated 20.2.40 - "Frau
ASHLEY has returned to England. She will be directed from Belgium,"
- would not consider that either U35 or Gisela hereself should be
asked outright for an explanation?
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Intelligence Division,
® Naval Staff,
; Admiralty, S. W. 1
ADNT 18,818 15th October 1948

M.I. 5

The attached is forwarded for information

‘ and return.

2. Could you please confirm that information
of this sort is still required.

et
9 for D. N. I.
E




Wt. 50876 4/47 T.K.&Co.Ltd.

\NTIAL
In reply please quote :— REFERENCE SHEETﬁ AN/ [5 }’) ADIRALTY
: il

N.I,D/I.5 ° @.) A,D,N,I.(F)

From

Dated 15th oGtOber |948 /O F ATy o

While examining some German Files of
correspondence in 1940=45 between the German Naval Attache
at the Hague and the German Admirelty, I recently came
across some informetion on agents, and a translation of
the relevant papers is attached.,

2. There may be further cases of this kind in the
files, a.nd I would be grateful if you could tell me

whether this type of information is still required.

N.I.D/I.5,




(1) Fram Berlin to The Hague. SEC

German Reference: , Berlin,
" 13.12.39.

From: A. Ausl, 1/Abw. IM West N,
Br. Nr. 84/12.39

Io: The German Naval Attache,
The Ha.gug./

Subject: X@isela 'Ashiey;gg ‘

Reference: Telephone conversation between Korv. Kapt. Besthorn and
Kapt. Ltn, Gehlemann in Berlin.

There is no previous record of the above-mentioned womsn.,
Her former husband has aroused suspicion because of frequent visits to
Westerland and Cuxhaven and Hamburg, and he appears to have worked for
British Intelligence, Assuming that Gisela Ashley is actually divorced
fram her hmsband and is no longer in contact with him, the 'Abwehr'
Department agrees to employing her on special tasks,

Please report when G.A, is again expected in Holland, and an
official will then contact her and provide her with tasks, For reasons
of deception frequent meetings between the Assistant Neval Attache and G.A,
should be avoided. But it must first be investigated whether G.A, is a
suitable contact for Agent JANNY,

Please do not for the present commit yourself to anything in
this (JONNY) afrfair, ;

(signature illegible).

2 From The Hague to Berli SECRET

Germen Reference: Mar. No,235/39g. 20,2,40,

&0.: 0, Kowo
» Abt. Ausl, Abw, TN,
Berlin W 0350

Subject: Gisela Ashley
Reference: B. Nr. 84/12.39 (ete.) of 13.12.39.

Frew Ashley has returned to England, She will be directed
- fram Belgium,

Your attention is called to the discussion between Admiral Canaris
and Korv., Kapt., Besthorn on 17.2.40 in Berlin.




SECRET & FPERSCNAL

13th January 1948

8P 51=32=23(4)/GE/Bobioe,

Dear Hansen,

With reference %o your letter HQ/GS/4 of
18th December 1947, I return herewith Identity Card No.

AYUR/88/1 .

This card was issued to Mrs. Gisela ASHLEY
® Louise BARTON, and should now be cancelled,.

Yours sincerely,

H,E. Hansen, Esqe,
. Geheral Register Office,
' Somerset House,

London W,C,2.

Enclosurs




Belje s lir. Poston. //;;
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Of 6th January, iirse. Ashley
h was i ned in

thould now be ca
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i : Minute Sheet No.
Register No; P.F.U151_, ¥ Box 254 inu b

DeBa

With reference to your minute of Lth December 1947,
we have informed the Registrar-General's Office that the
name of Mrs, Gisela ASHLEY @ BARTON can be removed from the
Green Star List,

The Registrar General's 0ffice would now be grateful for
information regarding identity card No., AYUR/88/1, Serial No.
1<'N.9076795, which was issued in the name of Gisela ASHIEY @ Louise
BARTON, and which has apparently never bsen returned,

I should be grateful for any information as to the
whereabouts of this card, .
Beleoo
6.1 .LF‘J) °

(5407) Wt. 59561/3826 400m. 3/45 C.&Co. 745(8) J.9892 [P.T. OVER.










15th August 1945,

I have long been meaning to write &r
thenk you personally for the many and
excellent services that you hove carried
out for us and for the Government during +
last sigoor seven years. I should like yo
to know how much these have been appreciast
not only by me, but by all those with whom
you have been in touch. My one regret is -
we have not been able to do more for you,
and that all the various schemes for your
subsequent émployment, should, owing %o
circumstances which were quite beyo‘fm your
contrel, have never worked out as we wanted
them to. The whole thing must have been as
frustrating and exasperating to you as it
was to us. One think however, I should
like you to know, is the degreec to which
all mw\mgqmd%rMMﬁLWhymz,ﬁm
the very great appreciation we have of
your services

I hopw things will work out well f
you in your new job, and that you will
in touch with us, in ease we can be of
help to you at any time,

With best reg: wrds ,

¥rs. G.Ashley,







' CONFIDENTIAL
M.L5. (Mr. G. Hogg)

Have you any trace, please, of :—

Surname  ASHIEY (neec .’;31‘::'&(1; 01T

(State name at‘;bii.lvrit}h' if different or if known by any other names)

Full Christian names Gisela :

Date and place of bir&ﬁ.?.cﬁ. Gormany A Nationality =~ Pritish g%’%ﬂrﬂﬂsﬁ ;
Nationality at birth (if different.from above) &erik'm

Full Christian and Surname and nationality at birth of
Father BERGHOLF,- Kardl = German Mother LUETCEE = Ceyman
dec'd
Husband ASHIEY, Neville D, = Twitishor Wife -
Chartered Accountant (Divorced)
Present address Y. Flat 270 s White House, Albany Street, London, I,V i
Permanent address "
National Registration No AYUR/83/1
Passport No., place and date of issue =
Religion Protestant
Reasons for enquiry . FPossible employment with German & Aus tyian Division

o

Brief particulars of previous employment  Since epterber 1939 employecd by Var O

Note.—If applicant or parents naturalized state number, date and name in which

certificate was granted

Remarks by M.L.5

NOTHING RECORDED AGAINST.

9 o MAY 1945

Remarks by V

r -
| ol =

/ 4 J y
. . Wi BV
~ Application Authorised by : /¥ 3 & Employed

by : Initial :

Lte Col. Not Employed
paeputy Security Off'icer

17th May, 1945.
Result Advised ¢

M.L5 Notified

V Notified e

Date

Completed :










'}{du M «t—wwum wo Bl A
~taedile JHL la TR, At

%

‘?‘uz.mx h..c:.,u&? »
Mﬂq % MH*««?




Note

Miss Newington (late of this office, now employed in the
Establishment Division of U.N.R.R.A., Tel. MUSeum 6898, Ext.15)
telephoned to me today to say that U.N.R.R.A. would be holding
a further Appointments Board at 10.40 a.m. on lionday, 22nd
January at 1704 Gt. Portland St. (Room 136), of which the
President would be Mr. Kearn. Mr. Kearn was particularly
anxious to see lirs. ASHLEY and wanted to know whether she
would like to attend. I accordingly spoke Mrs. ASHLEY who
said she would be very glad to go for a further interview.

Subsequently I spoke Mr. Kearn (whom I happen to know)
and told him that Mrs. ASHLEY had been engaged on particularly
confidential work whilst in our employ and asked him not to
embarrass her in asking too many deteils when she came for
interview.

Later I told Mrs. ASHLEY that I had spoken privately to
Mr. Kearn. I understood from Mr., Kearn that the Appointments
Board in question was primarily to select candidates for posts
at the headquerters office of U.N.R.R.A. but he told me in
confidence that once a good candidate: got a leg in the camp
there was nothing whatever to prevent her being transferred to
a post overseas as and when their European offices got going.

A.D.A.
16.1.45.
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Dear Mrs. B.
>

Many thanks for your letter ol 29.11.4 I have heard
about the offer you have had from thsg O;xiCW to do some
work for them. From them have arn tlut the job will
be a straightforward typing one which quires a knowledge
of German and, if you can spare ”": it wouid be of
great assistance if you could undertake this.

I should simply hate to recelve the money which you get
for this work as I certainly should not know what to do with
it, so I do beg you to keep it and, if you feel you can make
no use of it, please give it to some charity or cther. 1f,
on the other nand, you can persuade Mr. Orr to prevent the
War Office from giving you any remuneration, perhaps that

woulid be the best way out of it.

Yours ever,




29/11/44

Dear Colonel Robertson,

I understand from Mr. Orr, who rang
me up at the suggestion of liss Huggins,
that one of the W.0., departments is anxious
to find somebody for a short period to do
sone typing for them, I believe in
connection with captured documents. I
don't know any furbheér details, but as
Mr. Orr has spoken to you at my request
I expect you know what it is all about.

As I have run out of work again for
the moment, I am only too pleased to do
anything useful for anybody.

Mr. Orr tells me that I will be paid
for this work at the usual rates. 1 an
not going to argue this point with him,
As I am paid bytthe office, I would not
dream of keeping any such money, par-
ticularly as I am not a typist but am
only doing it so as not to be idle. I
shall therefore send you whatever I get
for BIA funds, and with luck I might even
be able to use this experience for a
story for Gelatine with the necessary
adjustments, of course.

Yours sincerely,

el Gl

7




JOoth {‘;‘@"tﬁ%}}r, 190,

Ny fmr'bm:,

This is probebly a metter to whieh you have
alresiy given comsidersble thought but on the off-chanos
that 1% might hove csoaped you or Niall I thought I
vould jued smention it, A

I understand from Billy Rebeprtoon that it is now
propoesed that URRA should congern itself wdth the
repatristion of displaced persons in Gemmany, and I wonier
a 1ittle vhet sort of seourily "screening” there is likely
to be. The arrangement would cbwviously present a very
good wppordurdty for Nasis to get abwroad under & false
identity, in fact there have already been reporis sbout
their takdng on the ldentity of a foreign worier who has
elther been Damped off or killed Ly a bomb, Gisela is
angling for a job with UNERA in the sbsenge of awy B
development on the (,0.)L5. frent, and might possibly prove
g ugefvl link theve,

T
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30th October, 194,

Deaxy Gisela,

I showld have snswered your letter of the
16th October sometime ago, I do not know
preeisely what measures aye being taken to deal with
the question you raise as it does not come strictly
within my sphere, I think, however, your
apprehensions are fully Justified and I have drawm
Dick's attention to the dangeys, It may be that
some plans have been made and that the militeyy are
proposing to provide the neesssary “sereening”,

I will let yvou know when I hear from Disgk whether
there is by any chance any opening for yeu, I
rather douit vwhether the sscurity side of this
matber will be led't to the tender mercies of U
Thet does not, of course, mean thati

entablish the slosest liasison with UF

My brother-in-law has gome over but willd
I understand be coming back here before vary long
@ On this occssion he will not get very much
further than Paris, I will take an vpporitunity of
seeing him as soon as he returms,







UnéTtep NATIONS RELIEF AND REHABILITATION ADMINISTRATION,

EUrROPEAN REGIONAL OFFICE,

Telephone : 11, PORTLAND PLACE, "
LANGHAM 3090 LONDON. W.1
A B N, a3

’)ear Colonel Cumming,

Thank you for your letter of
12th October enclosing further particulars
of Mrs. Ashley.

I did interview Mrs. Ashley recently
and thought her very competent, as well as
charming.

Unfortunately, we have just at present
no vacancy in which her languages and other
qualifications could be used to the same
extent as they are at present being used.

I think in the fairly near future,
however, we may wish to call on her services
for work in an administrative capacity when
we set up offices on the continent.

Lt.-Col.M.H.D. Cumming.
Room 055,

~o

War Of

Whitehall. S.W.1.

/Perhaps

fice.




Perhaps you will be good enough to let .
her know the position.

Yours ﬁlqc“”ulv

? ~//uu‘ A

Mrs. E. Fordham
for Director of Personnel.




16th October,1%944.

Dear Captain Liddell,

I have been for my interview with UNRRA and was told that
I would be very useffil to them, but not until Germany is
occupied. While I was waiting there, I must say I was a little
shaken by the weird creatures that seemed to come out from
underneath stones !

The things that were said during the interview regarding
the work UNRRA hopes to do and all that I have read about
UNRRA have, however, given me an idea., Very likely, other and
better people than I have thought of this, but it seemed tc me
just worth while sending it to you and asking you whether Dick
might be interested. Obviously, I have thought of it as a jJob
for myself, as I know Germany and German officials and also
ought to know a little about security by now. What do you
think of it ?

Thank you very much for your offer, but I don't think
there is anything much that can be done about the Red Cross
at present. -I saw my two contacts there and told them about
the Brigadier Ling interview. In spite of this, for some reason,
these two seem determined that the Red Cross ought to employ me.

They said they would teke the matter up with Miss Johnson on her
return, who is apparently the real person in charge of inter-
national relief, but who is in Moscow at the moment, I am not
stopping them, although I am not very hopeful.

There was one other thing, however. I was told in
deepest secrecy with the promise not to tell anyone - (I donf{t
include you in this), that Lord Revelstoke would go to Germany
as soon as Armistice is declared, I presume he is going about
our prisoners—of-war. Mightn't he need an interpreter ? My
sole object is to get into Germany as soon as possible to have
a look-see, and I am convinced that as a member of the Red Cross,
one would get quite a different idea of what is happening than
the Army.

B Meanwhile, I am delighted with Major Masterman's scheme.
From what he told me of how he is going to run it, it should be
fascinating and something quite new to me.

Yours sincerely,




CONFIDENT IAL Room 055,

Deay Mrs. Fordhem,

in our amploy, but unfortunstely the perticulars we origlneily supplied
the Appointments Depertuent never resched you.

I believe you recently interviewed irs. ASHLEY, wiwo is

I am therefore enclosing two copies herewith.

-

Yours sincerely,

¥rs. E. Fordalm,
Personnel Department,
U.N.R.R.A,
11. Portland Place,
Wole

ENNCLOSURES




50/ 2L/ 4/Misc/11/ADA

CONFIDENTIAL

Room 055,

9th April, 1944.

Dear Sincock,

Further to my letter of the 9th March,; seseeeses 1 am NOW
forwarding UNRRA Application Forms completed by 24 of our Women Staff,
I should perhaps say that these are all in respect of candidates who
seem to us to be prima facie of possible interest to you, end I am not
troubling you with a number of applications from less suitable
‘)1 jcants which we have weeded out.

PO 7 O RO AT A NS B B

You will see that in each case our Lady Superintendent of
Staff has added her personal assessment of character and ability,
we thought that this might be of assistance to you.

Tn conclusion I might perhaps usefully confirm - what I think
I mentioned during our original telephone conversation - that all these
applicents are at present engaged on responsible and highly
confidential work, for which they were originelly selected with special
care.

Should you wish to pursue any of these applicetions I should
be grateful if you would 1et me know before any approach is made to the
person concerned, as they are at present all in key employment, and the
question of release would have to be a matter for discussion and
negotiation in the light of prevailing conditions.

‘ Yours sincerely,
(sd) M.E,D. Cumning.

(Lt.~Col. }.E.D. Cumming)

. Sincock, Esq.,

Ministry of Lebour (Appts. Dept. ),
Sardinia Street,

Kingsway, W.C.2.




Application received through:-
in' Charge,

CQMPTILATION

Worm of Application

Note 1. This form should be rendered in duplicate.

Note 2. The comgleticn of this florm entails no obligation in regard to
eventual employment on relief and rehabilitation work abroed,
nor in regard to releasc from official employmert f‘or such
work at *he ceszsstion of hostilities:

Name in full: ASHLEY "-'P:-
(Surname first in 'm;,t.k c:).plt \

Address: Flat 270,

Place and date of birih: 15/7/06 (Germany)

Male or Female: Temzle
Married ar Single: Single, previsusly

National Registration Number: AYU / /_l

Nationality: Brit
(if naturalised British subject, grev:.ous
nationality should be stated)

sh, previ

Details of present work: (4ivil Assistant, Room 055, War Of‘flce.

Details regarding pre-war occupation,
including name, address and busmc_,s
of last employer (if any): 3 J

State grade and specialiged duties
in which you are interested, in
order of preference; e.g. Grade IIT,
Relief Supplies, Health eto,:

— e

Particulars of (&) technical and other:.
specialist qualifications, including T
academic qualifications; (b) practicalj
experience additional to that given
under 6. above, with particular refer-n;
ence to eyperience in handling bodies

of people, seg. refugees, mass feeding, etc.




Particulars of work and time
spent in foreign countries or
in international organisations,
giving dates.

Foreign languages: Ferman rfect
(specifying degree of fluency Fronci:
and whether read easily or not) Dutch:?

St

Whether free/from physical defect or
disease which would interfere with
the proper discharge of duties on
relief and rehabilitation work:

Whether unwilling to serve in any

of the following zones:

aE Burope and the Mediterranean Basin No, but obviou
liddle East ualifie i

b
c

(

Far East

Whether service in any particular
- country or region is preferred, and
if so, which:

Whether already enrolled on the register vas e
of any voluntery Sooiety for relief work
abroad. If so, which: 3

Pate: February

Faor Official Use Only.

Mrs. Ashley is in many ways very
She is a suitable person to deal w
knowledge of Continental ways an

o illg.’flly qualified for one of these podts.
vith officials and has a very. extensive

A 0 3
efficient, hard worki _and Contineatal peoples. She is very tactful,
& good knowledge of tgf ?dlqlscé“:tb- She is a capable organiser and has
L ’ E * World and world affairs By e
willing to accept Tesponsibility, fairs., She has always been

T.A-R] anhee

Forwarded, and recommended.

h 3 dads

Ledy Superintendent,
Room 055, Wer Office.




THE ORIGINAL DOCUMENT
RETAINED IN DEPARTMENT
UNDER SECTION 3(4) OF
THE PUBUC RECORDS
ACT 1968







KROEGER FALL'}.
2.(2.4912.




FF.47151/8. 2.

17th January, 1340

I have referred this matter to the source
you mentioned. She informs mec thet Lili WORTHANN

has no sister and no rulative thatshe knows of with

name of Lisette. 11i'e own age is sbout U

i &)
& A W rSe

is known to be still woriing with Captain BESTHC

at the Hague.

It is possible that we may be able to get
more infornationbae to the identity of Lisette WORTUANN,
Dutch national, By & very carceful means in due course.

Yours sincerely,

520

-

THIS IS A COPY
ORIGINAL DOCUMENT
e
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File Ref. No.

Nationality
Born on
Occupation

Address

‘Registration Particulars

Description

Handwriting ?
Membership ?

Activities

Photograph

8. Form 132




LETTE: TO MRS. A. FROM LILI WORTMANN, DATED 29.11.39.




£9.11.59

Gisa darling,

Thanks ever so much for your letter, I don't xmxxy like
very much the idea of your being sp far away but I see that it
can't be helped.

I forward herewith some letters which arrived after
your departure. A letter which arrived from Juliane...... puzzled
me until I discovered that it came from your sister. She is alright
I think; I intend to write to your mother and "tell her all about
it", otherwise she will not understand why she does not hear from
you.

Things here are much the same as before. I miss you vepr;
very much indeed but I have less time than ever to think about it.
We have our ups and downs, some—times we are very nice,some-times
Just a little less. The weather is simply rotten, stormy and rain
the romms are stone cold and I bless my flannel nighties as well
as your hot water bottle which proves to be in order and very use
ful. I have not seen Miss B. or any other person except my char-
ming austrian Oberst,the father of Miss Verspijk,you remember,
who, together with his very nice wife, try to make an elephant
of me. On the other hand, I can't say that I have taken to drink,
exactly, but I am not too far off that point as it really is the
one and only thing to do which is not directly forbidden,.....

Now, of yourse, come the requests. But only two very
tiny requests. The first: my niece,Mrs.H.White, 37,Manar Court,
Leigham Avenue,Stratham Hill. Will you ,please, drop her a line,
that she may write to me and under which conditions ? And that I

would like to know where and how her grandmother (aunt Jemina) is ?
The secondé:The daughter of an acquaintance of B.
Miss Hagemann,6 Address: c.o.Mr.Frank Scott,Aberdeen, 77,Fountain-
hall Road, a girl of eighteen,wants ,of course, to go home. I sﬁél
try to find out #f there is a possibiXlity ,to go from Secttland
to Hclland,or if the girl has to ge scuth,tc find 2 ship. The cnrnly

thing is, can she leave England at all ,because she is German, or
has she to stay until the whole affair is over ? Do you know any-
thing about it ?

aille




I am very sorry to bother you with these matters..but the

girl and her parents are rather deparate and we would rather
like to help - iffve could !

Luckily,that your flat was not let..what would you have
done ! Is U. still going strong or have you found something else
in the meantime ? Please, do write again, You know how little
time I have to do so but that should not stop you !




LETTER FROM MRS. A. TO EZR UNCLE,




Hoverber 16th,193%9

- -

Dear Uncle ThHeo,

I expect that in the meantime you got the letter
I sent over to you through an acquaintance as well
88 the Fle TDs~ which I asked the man to pest to you.
I wanted teo let you know as quickly as posd ble that
I was all right and I hadn't the time yesterday to write
you & longer letter., As T don't really know the man
I just heard about him going over through my boss =
I couldn't very well ask him to call on you.

I am afraild last Saturday was just one terrible
rush for mes I told you I expected another telephone
call Friday night and 4t turned out that I was expected
to go to Brussels and meet my boss there, and not to London
as 1 thought first, He planned to stay a few days in
Brussels and then come back to The Hague with me. Well,
I had to get & Belgian visa in Reotterdan first, as they
den't give visas at The Hayue and then catch the train,
Hy boss flew over from London und I met him all right
and we worked and worked from the moment of ny arrival,
i hardly had time to eat. On Sunday things did not look
tco good and on donday morning he dedided thut he was
going back to Londen until the tensions lessened., As he
offered to pay my fare baeck and also ke p my emplyed while
in Iondon I thought it wisest to go baek with him,
particularly as he has every intention of going back to
Brussels first and then poss bly The Ha. ue if things
become quieter and I ean go with him,

I am sorry about 2ll the worry and excitement,
but T really didn't quite know what was going to happen,
It's all right being back in Iondon but I am determined
tc come back to Holland., I was so very happy there and
I did enjoy our coffees together and the evenings when
I came round to see yous I alsc hated leaving my friend
and I do hope that I shall be abile to come back scon.




I have been really awi u]]y luc»} 8¢ far andéd I am sure
everything will wor¥ out all right. Thank yoouuerk, =y
Tlat was not let and I bﬂu somewhere to ge to when I
arrived As mucP as I enjoy travelling in peace ti

it ien't really fun in war tize.

3
el

Do write me again scon in case we are not coning bacl
as quickly as I
my regards to O«

h(pe and let me htar how you are and give
i when you write

1
L4

Yours
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PF.47157/B. 2.

You may be interested to
full report by Mrs. Ashley, regarding hr~
You will note that she has dea 1L with the ;
as fully as possible, and I hope that this may be of
use to your wo»rc*ewiative in Holleand. A good deJ
the J(»uryuu items of information, however, have of
been forwarded in previous reportis.

With regard f nan irs. Ashley
handed me about 32 Duilch g lers and about 39.50
franes, which I reckon &as & E
money. You may perhaps like to have these
of foreign currency, and I am therefore sen

With regard to Mrs. Ashley's future

further possible usefulness, I am discus: :n; this matter
with Ue35 and we have a plan which may end in he* being
taken on by the German Intelligence Service for work in
England. I will of course, keep you informed ‘of

rmed an)
develonmer




November 12th,193%9

REPORT FROM GISELA ASHLEY,

I entered Holland at the beginning of October,
nominally as a secretary to & journalist, and, acting under
instructions, returncd to England on November llth, Uy story
was that having my people in Germany and a brother in the
German army, I felt I could not remain in England during war
time, especially as I had received somewhat unkind treatment
from certain English friends and as I had lost my job on
account of the war. I let it be known that my feelings were
definitely pro=-German, though not very pro-~Nazi.

After the first few days in Holland 1 arranged to
live at & boarding-~house at The Hague with my friend iiss 1ili
Wortmann, who is secretary to Captain Besthorn, Assistant Naval
Attaché at the German legation. liy immediate object was to
gather useful infornation from my contacts with the staff of
the German legation and other Germans in Holland. 1 submitted
my reports through certain channels as arranged. This report

is not intended to be & repetition of these reports, but is
mostly supplementary to them.

As far as I know, I was not suspect while at The
Hagpue and all the Germans I met were most friendly and sympathetic.
Later events may, however, have altered this.

After I had been in The Hague for about & fortnight,
Captain Besthorn suggested that I might obtain employment on his
staff. He wrote to Berlin for permission to employ me and the
suggestion was made that it might help matters if I became German
again. No definite reply had been received from Berlin when I
left, Iili Wortmann's resctions to this proposal were mixed.
She was most anxious that I should work with her, but, for
personal reasons, she was not quite so anxious that I should
work with Captain Besthorn, Meanwhile, pending a reply from
Berlin%*4s0 tried to get me employment with the Deutsche Nach-
richtenbuero,Amsterdam and g garanteed my integrity to them,
But they too required to get permission from Berlin,

On arrival in Holland, I was granted by the Dutch
police a pernit to stay for one month. With scme difficulty
I had this extended until Deceber 5th.

Before leaving I made certain suggestions to Captailn
Besthorn and I1ili Wortmann that, if I had to return to England,
I might perhaps be of some use to the German Intelligence Service.”
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These suggestions were necessarily somewhat vague and tentative,
but they may form the basis of future more concrete suggestions.

Cn

leaving Holland, somewhat hurriedly, I gave out

that my journalist employer had asked me to meet him in Brussels
and I did not say that I was returning to England direct by air.

FEOPLE I MET:

Admiral Hintzmann, German Naval Atsache (office Koniginnengraacht

21). I met him casually. Age about 56. Retired
1919 and recalled to Navy. Said to have no
attributes for the jocb, but got it because he is
a friend of Admiral Raeder's. According to Best-
horn, he is rather & nonentity, but B.'s views
may be biased,

Captain Besthorn. Was Naval Attach§ but was superseded by

~

Admiral Hintzmann at the berinning of October.

Is only an "Ehrenoffizier". Age >8. Speaks Dutch
having been a planter for some years in the Dutch
East Indies. 1Is apparently pro-Nazi, but being
easily influenced his political views are apt to
vary in accordance with his surroundings and
circumstances. Is ambitious and inclined to be
pompous and conceited znd dreams of being a Colonial
governour, Was extremely friendly with me and
offered to help me.

1ili Wortmann. Besthorn's secretary and previously secretary

« .o Kroeger.

Ss 400 .Frankl

to German Naval Attaché in London. She alse does

the coding and de-coding of telegrams from Berlin.
(The code is a numerical one)., A personal friend

of mine of some years' standing. Age 40. Cfficer
class. Violently anti-Nazi, but this does not pre-
vent her from working to the best of her ability for
Besthorn with whome she believes herself to be in
love., Falling in love with her boss has always been
a2 failing of hers. She is definitely not buyable
because her own safety always ranks first with her.

Assistant to Besthorn. Age 26, Previously worked
with Messrs. Siemens in Holland. Anti-Nazi, careless
and may have peculiar havits. I met him several times.

Age 45, Anti-Nazi, Flyin: officer in the last war.
Used to be with Iufthansa in Holland and still
Junches sometimes with his oppesite number in the
French flying company in Holland., Is in a vague sort
of way attached to General Wenninger,Air Attach
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(diplomatie immunity does not apply to Frank),

and he is continually nosing round the offices.
Presumably his job is to gather information as he

has very good contzcts. He expressed the opinion

that Hollsnd not being Foland, the Germans may have
great difficulty in occupying it., He said that the
Utrecht area is full of tank traps. I got to know
him fairly well, He was very friendly and offered to
try and get me & job.

Captain Winter. Agent for Hapag Rotterdam. Age about 50, Calls

‘ on Besthorn daily, presumably gives information
about movement of ships and receives instructions.
Anti-Nazi. I got to know him fairly well, Winter
was of the opinion that Germany would shortly be
recalling all her scattered merchant ships with
orders to get home the best way they can.

os.ssd0P8 In Schulze-Bernett's office in upper floor of
Johan de Witlaan 6., Age 26. I got to know him
fairly well, Inclined to drink too much. By pro-
fession & photographer. Expert at llorse, In this
office there i1s & wireliess and either Japs or Borg
(another employee whom I did not meet) take turms
for most of the day and night listening in on this
wireless. dJaps referred to the instrument as his
"GerBt" and on one occasion, when he acted as courier
to Berlin he took the instrument with him for repair.

When I first met him about 3 weeks ago he told

me, before Lili Wortmann could warn him that I was
English and not on the Ekmbaxx legation staff, that
weather weports were very important to the:, but
unfortunately they could only pick up one station
in Britain (somewhere in Seotland) which broadcasted
these openly (he does not speak English and 1
gathered that he meant in simple code)., He added
that a Russisn station was now rather jamming this
Scottish station. He also told me that they (i.e.
his office) had managed to get information through
to Berlin which resulted in & man they had been
looking for for 10 years being arrested at Benthelim
half an hour before the train left. His office also
gets special visas for certain pecple. His grouse
is that Schulze-Bernett tells his own wife everything

~but is apt to leave his office staff in the dark., I%
was from Japs' remarks that 1 first pot on to the ides
that Schulze-~Bermett was perhaps hesd of the German
Espionage System in Holland. I was also told that
Sehulze-Bernett had given instructione that Johan
de Witlaan 6, which is & semi-detached house, must
never be left uneccupied = Japs elways slceps there,
sometimes as the only one = and that they were not
allowed to have private visitors.
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Japs goes daily to the Koniginnengraa ht to
learn meteorclogy from a man called iMficke., Japs
has no sense of humour about himself, is very
ambitious and determined to go far, From his
stories about himself he would make & good "Heirats-
schwindler" and he certainly seems to appeal to
women.
I also met v.Wistinghausen, a Press Attaché, Bachmann,
Bohle's brother-in-law, a Press Attaché, Graf Kalice
from the Consulate and I was on very friendly terms
with most of the secretaries.,

PEOFLE 1 HEARD ABOUT:

Schulze-Bernett. Japs, of course, talked about him (see above),
' but on one occasion, when Capt. Winter mentioned
his name in front of me he was warned by Lili
Wortmann to be careful. I got the distinet im~
pression that he was not to be talked about. Eis
wife is supposed to wear the trousers.

Gesandter Aschmann, He is the Press Attaché, offic: former Czech
legation, No one seems to know much about him,
but tumour has it that, as Aschmann is a "Gesandter"
Graf Zech's days may be numbered and Aschmann may
take over the legation, This is merely rumour.

Japanese Naval Attaché. A great friend of Best~
horn's and sees a lot of him privately. On one
occasion, when Tonakil was goin- to play Golf with
Captain Schofield (British N.A.) Besthorn said

he was looling forward to hearing all that Capt.
Schofield would tell Tonaki, I mentioned this

to "lMr. Middleton" who said he would pass it on to
Capt. Schofield.

Re Liffers A German, Catholic, prcbably wealthy, with very
good Dutch connections. Highly recommended by
Berlin and Besthorn was ordered to give him every
assistance., He calls frequently on Besthorn and
apparently gives and asks for information., ILili
Wortmann privately considers that he may be acting
for Holland as well as Cermany.

Ve Schall I only heard this name mentioned once as a friend
of Bestheen's, But from remarks I got the distinct
imprescionfie® he is in some way linked up with
Schulze~Bernett. v.Schall seemg to have known
Besthorn in the Dutch East Indies.




-5-

Rotterdem 5160C. This telephone number may be nothing, but as

I was refused the name of the man it was used

in connection with and as I ecould not find it in
the Eotterdam telephone directory, it might be
of interest. The man and the eall had something
to do with shipping.

NOTE_ON CAPTAIN BESTHORN®S ACTIVITILS.

Belgium as well as Holland is his territory. Naturally
muach of the work has to do with ships and information about
ships. One case came to my perticular notice. A few days
agoy while Capt.Besthorn was away, a ship called the "Margarethsa"
was captured by the German Navy on information telegraphed by
Lill Wortmann to Berlin that the ghip was Finnish and was
carrying wood for England, Information of this scrt is evidently
collected in Besthorn's office,

Captain Besthorn has eallers at his office all day
long and a continuous strean of telegrams comes in from Berlin
throughout the 24 hours. (It might be mentioned here that the
Legation has a Courier from Berilin every other day,) Capt.
Besthorn considers that the Dutch Navy is friemg very friendly
towards him,

CTTRITA TIT AT I ey
SUBMARINES .

I1ll Wortmann stated to me that Germany khd about
100 submarines, Later, only a few days agoy she made the very
definite though perhaps somewhat surprising statement that
Germany had nearly 200 submarines and that the pPresent building
rate is about six a month. I cannot, of course, say what real
value can be given to this statement, but as Besthorn'e secretary
it is more than likely that she has an idea of the actual figures,

STIMUUNG.
N L e A G

Most of the members of the German staff whom I met
were definitely anti-Nagzi and. thoroughly depressed sbout the war,
It is no exaggerstion to say that after Hitler's escape from the
bomb at Munich the office at the Koniginnengraacht was plunged
into deep gloom! There were exceptions, of course, particularly
among the lower orders and office menials, There is a very grest
dread of Germany invading Holland and therefore the horrid
possibility of having to return to Germany! Paradoxically, there
is also a fear of not being able to get back to Germany in such
an event, The Nazi Covermment is not expected to give muech
help and is more likely to leave them to their fates, A common
complaint is that Berlin sends ne infor-ation ahcad of events,
a fact which did not make my work any easier, and also that Berlin
never takes advice,
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From letters received from Germany and from people
coming from there I gathered that in the Rhineland the food
situation is decidedly better than further inland. From people
from Berlin we received any number of velled complaints of not
being able to obtain the quantities of fats, meat, sugar,
chocolate etc., that they were supposed to get en paper, that there
was almost no commodity that could be bought without cards but
that, for instance, if you had meney you could buy shoes costing
e 45.~ a pair and more without cards. If you sent a pair of
shoes to be repeaired = and you were only allowed to send one
pair at a time =~ 1t took 4 weeks to get them back, People were
alloved one winter coat, but if you had one, no matter how old,
yecu could not buy another one. It was advisable not to make
Talse statements about this as it was quite likely that your

~ . place would be searched when you put in an application for a coat.

The real Nazis bear all this with fortitude, particularly as they
know that England is so much worse off and even Hollanéd has not
got enough to eat, but among the other people there is a lot of
secret grousing going on. The things people in Holland are

asked by Germans to send them are butter, cheese, tea, coffee,
cocca, chocolate, milk, jam, sausage, any woollea garment,
darning wool and soap. (Holland has prohibited the export of sone
of these thigs). When Besthorn went to Germany he took about
ten half pounds of butter with him and alsc coffee in small
packages to distribute amongst important people at the War Office
and thus be sure of a friendly reception.

ly brother, an officer in the German wrote
home last week complaining of boredom and bad weather

RECENT EVENTS,

During the past 10 days, the situation has been very
tense and the general condition of the German officiale can
best be described as "a complete flat spin". Everyone felt that
something was about to happens At the beginning of the weel
Captain Besthorn decided to try and find out the situation for
himself and go to Berlin.

On Wednesday, November 8th, Besthorn telephoned to

Lili Wortmann from Berlin telling her that the situation was
extremely serious and instructing her to draw his money from

the bank and make preparations for a possible evacuation. On
that day, Schulze~Bernett sent many of his files into Germany.
Besthorn returned on Thursday, November 9th. He said he had
talked to one of Hitler's personal adjutants and other high Nazi
officials who had told him that the Flihrer's definite intention
is to advance through a part of Holland to attack Belgium as

the Belgian ports and air fields were considered essential in
order to carry out a successful attack on England. Besthorn had
gathered that the advance through Helland would only be through
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the Maastricht district and that the Ffthrer did not expect the
Dutch to start active hostilities on the strength of this or,
as an alternative, that he might negotiate with the Dutch for
the free passage of his troops. Besthorn thought than that the
advance would be made some time during the week beginning
November 12th.,

On Friday, November 10th, it appears that fresh
orders were received and during the afternoon Lili Wortmann
telephoned to me asking me to pack her things at once, late
the same night I gathered that the new orders had been cancelled
but the general opinion was that the advance would not be de=
layed for much longer than 48 hours, although it was considered
that there was just a chance that nothing might happen after all,

Besthorn told 1ili Wortmenn that it was hoped in
Berlin that, if the Germans violated the neutrality of Holland,
the British could be trapped into viclating the neutrality
of Belgium on thelr way to intercept the German sdvance.,

Since then events may have taken & new turn, but it
is perhaps worth mentioning that all the indications from Germany
were and are that the loyal Nazi people are looking forward to
one of their Flithrer®s famous coups in the very near future,

I was always very much on my guard against the
possibility of my being deliberately fed with information with
the idea of passing it on. For many reasons I am utterly sure
that thils did not happen.

In all cases I have submitted inforamation and opinicns
preclsely as they were given to me, usually without comment, but
where possible I have quoted the source so that the degree of
accuracy and probability can be judged.




Copy of letter to ILili Wortmann

14/11/39

Lili darling,

Back in London again! U. not liking the look of things
decided to go back on Monday and as he suggested I go with
him and work for him in London for the time being I felt it
would be foolish to refuse. Today things look better and
there seems to be a chance of returning soon, probably
Brussels first and than The Hague. Not quite as I planned it.
Still there it is and beggars can't be choosers.

‘ However, even if that doesn't work there may be other
possibilities. Do you remember the charming old boy I told
you about? I have already rung him up and am having lunch
with him on Friday. He was very friendly and I think he'll
help me to get a better job if he can. I have also written
to Gilvbert and asked if he has any bright suggestions and
possible introductions.

I hope you miss your lady's maid. I hated leaving, it
was so good to be with you. The flat is pretty lonely, thank
goodness it wasn't let. I haven't had time to clean it
properly yet. Things are much the same here. It's queer to
be back and not uninteresting. Let's hope we'll meet again
soon!

Give my love to Mevrou de Weerdt, Jan and Benno, and tell
her how sorry I am about this hurried departure. But what could
I do? And anyhow I1've paid her till the 20th.

" Any letters from home, be an angel and read them, others
just re-address, will you? And please do let me hear from you
again soon. My love to everybody incl. your boss, provided
he treats ycu nicely again.

Yours
Gisela




A. DATED 9.11. and 10.11 (Red. 14.11.)
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Besthorn has come back with the information

that the Germans intend to march through Holland,

probably next week. They will, however, not come up to

flooded areas which leaves only the Maastricht district
and they do not expect Holland to go to war for that
1ittle infringement.

The information about the Finnish ship
'Margsretha' with wood for England was given Berlin from
here. Acerding to Lili they found out by chance,

1

somebody talked. Herr Liffers sees Besthorn =xx

frequently. A German highly recommended by Berlin,

Catholie with good Dutech connections.

I need more tissue paper please.




Confirmation of my yesterday's telepho e

talk to Middleton:

Besthorn phoned from Berlin that situation

very serious, to fetch his money here from back and his

unfinished suits from tailor. Besthorn is back to-day,

may hear more to-night.

Buddink has burnt his pepers and Schulze-

Bernett sent his files to Germany.

lly brother's regiment stationed in

pLis

neighbourhood of Eifel mountains.







PF.47151/Be 20

13th November, 1939.

Further to my PF.47151/B.2 of 12th November,
the following further items of information have been
gathered from Mrs. Ashley.

B Lili WORTMANN described how a Finmish ship,
named 'Margaretha', was captured owing to information
supplied to Berlin by her office. Information reached
her office from someone appare ntly in shipping eirecles at
The Hague that the 'Margaretha' was bound for England

with a cargo of wood. Coming through the Kiel Canal

the 'Margaretha's' master informed the authorities that

the ship was Duteh, bound for Holland. Owing to The Hague
informstion, this was not believed and the ship was not
allowed to proceed.

2) Considerable interest wus s

telephone nurber Rotterdam 51/600. From what she gathered
Mrs. Ashley believes this number may be thet of & Duteh firm
with Germen sympathies.

3) Mrs. Ashley's attention was attracted by a
certain R. LIFFERS, a German Catholic, whom she believes
to be employed by the German authorities because of his
good connections with the Dutch. 8She believes he works
on the Intelligence side.

l) General WENNINGER is still at The Hague.
His two secretaries are FrBulein LUNZNER and FrBulein
Von NEUVILLE. FPRANK of the Lufthansa 1s also attached
to his staff.

5) The name TONALLI, wrongly reported by me
in para. C (1) of my PF.[7151/B,2 of 22nd October, is
really TONAKI, Japanese Naval Attach® at The Hague. It
may be remembered that this man is on friendly teims with
BESTHORN and also with our own Navael .ttaché, Schofield.
( I understund from Mrs. Ashley that Schofleld has already
" been warned.

:,'6) According to Lili WORTHANN, the Germans are
(4 puilding submarines at the rate of 6 per month.

8) Mrs. Ashley has learnt that the men in charge
of the broadcasting to England is Eduard Roderick DITZE.
This man weas announuvr-in-cuief during the Oljmpic Games

of 1936. She elso understands that BAILLIE-STEVART is

not broadcesting from any Germen station.
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It is, I think, elear in all this that at no

Mrs. Ashley wae at The Hague did eﬂJbé&g rece

specific instructions regarding tiltler's inuf
;umwdlﬁhvlfc"dﬁjﬁﬂwmhﬂnw vhich B N

back from his visit to Berlin, and urs thﬂ\f rep ort

that she found all her friends extremely ui“cuqa\ﬂicm

by the apparent fact that they were going to be Gucrif ced
to the interests of German atruﬁugj. ’hey ev &¢bbl””bd

£,

wayse and meuns of escaping from Holland by Lhe

Whether & sec n@ cancellati
occurred you wi}7 doubtless know already,
had better have the sbhove inwuimutéon for
it throws on the weight which should be
which I sent to you last night.

I am sending you in another r«: ’“t some

furu!zr itcmm of ‘“Lurmhzzju, which I hav athered from
in conversation. I have 4ls0 & ki (il m, r to
& vgrg detailed sccount of her stay at The Hapgue,
addition to ?hut one might cell factual informetion,
) v&ry nteresting ﬁhin_p to say about the
sphere yr@vuzlihg agmong Germen officisl eirecles,
£l80 hae letters {rom her relations inside Germany,
W&ic? reveal something of the general 'Stimuung' there.




Spoke to and said I had two points. One weas
that Mrs. ASHLEY had come back and had given information which
Dick had given last night to their people who had sent it to
their friends in the F.O. gﬁJ;he Service department. In regard
to that it was possible that he @ould amplify things a little.
He thought he had better see someone?

|

The second point was what had led us to get Mrs. ASHLEY
back quickly was that we had knowledge that her contact kept
details of her name and address or telephone number in his pocket
and we thought that these had fallen into the hands of the Germans.
It had occurred to us that this aspect of things had raised the |
question as to their future plans. replied that that was
so but, on the other hand, while they did not know how much had
gone west they also knew that he kept notes in Urdu and broken
Russiaﬁ, and this fact might put some limit on the extent of the

danger. At the same time they could not not know how much had

gone.
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The source who yesterday reported that the invasion of Hclland
was to take place last night hes today returned from Hollangd
where she was in immediste contact with perscnel of the German
Marine Attaché's office at The Hague. She has now suppliec
. the following further information relating tot his matter,

Orders for the march into Holland were appar ntl: cancelled
wte last night. This is regarded only as a pectponement and
¢ delay is not expected to be for more than 48 hours, It
48 considered zmong cur scurce's intimate associates at the
Narine Attaché's office that there is a twe perceni possibility
that nothing at all will happen, What is 98 % likely to
happen nma: be Judged by considering the fellowing infermations

Captain Besthorn, second in command at the Marine Attaché's
office, returned te The Hague on Thursday, Nevember 9th, frowm

an official visit to Berlin. While there he saw and talked

with one of Hitler's perscaal adjutants and others close to
Hitler from whox he gathered that it was the Fuehrer's intention
to adopt onc of twe courses with regard to Holland.

A) To March through Lutch territory rexuote from the floodable
- area (presumably the Moastrieht district) en romte for Belgium
without threutening a total invasion of Holland. In this way
he hopes thai he will net Precipitate active hostilities with
Holland and also hopes that the British will be the first

0 vielate Belgian neutrality en their way to intercept the
‘rm&n forces.

B) To negotiate with the butch a free passage for his troops.

Behind each of these plans lies the intention of bringing
Belgium into the war with the object of gaining advanced air
bases and ports on the Belgian coast.

Hitler's calculations that he can avoid hostilities with
Holland while marching through part of her territory and that
he can trap Englané into viclating Belgian neutrality first

nmay sound crude but they are reported exactly as our souyce has
gathered them from Besthorn.




VS DI
BR————
P——

After hearing of
Holland on Thursday afternoon, I

of Mrs. Ashley in that cou
i gssion to discus

very rmuch affected by the

I had to tell him, said , once

with Mr
Stiopsa

would never leave

to consider the

DOS:

L

nunber were alre

aerop]
Unfortunately
went through lirs.
nearly /.0

contacted

To-night'

heard it

necessity for he o lezve at once.

enough money to biuy an aeroplane
to her uncle

.
weas







- P 1N - 4
say that

once to Colonel Har

of Holland. He instructed

report

successfully got Jebb and
arranged with Mr. Younger
second call to The Hague
these plans laid I pro
conversation, when ¢ etter a
The letter
359
H"[n
and

for

will be told

Punctually &

on the aeroplan
from Chichest

She should asl
could expedite

enagble her

get the Ostend

rriv

Kapit

L
3.;:;‘ L




or Dover roughly about 6
perfectly confident and
grasped
return. She wes
but to stay &t home quie
readiness for her depsarture.
understands the
either to the German Consu
German Embas..y or to the premi

There 18, 1 think,
be done from this end. "hen
in the evening I told him theat
recall Mrs. Ashley, to which he
himself had passed her information

told me that there

coming in from other sources.
for Mrs. Ashley's
I feel quite sure

I have arranged
that the ports of Folkeston
Heston be notified of the possible arrival
to-day or to-morrow and that on arrival she

to telephone to me.
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PF.47151/Bs 2.

11th Noveunber, 1939.

The following are the points from Mrs. Ashley's
report, dated 25th Oetober, which reached me through your
representative and the bag. You presumably know the
contents, but in order to keep our records stralght I am
gsending in the usual recapitulation.

1) From Honday, 23rd October to Thursday,
26th October, BESTHORN visited Brussels with Admiral
HINZMAIY in order to introduce the Admiral there.

2) Our source and Lili WORTHANN spent the
afternoon of 24th Og¢tober with the agsnt of the Hapag

KapitBn WINTZR, in Rotterdam. Hothing partic:larly
interesting was sald, except that WINTER had to go to
Schiedam to look at some small t&nuti‘ which the Germuns

are proposing to buy. In the course of the conversation,
WINTER slso mentioned@ the name of SCS”Z” —?ﬁiﬂdnkﬁ (yresumablu
SCHULZE-~-BERNETT ) and was warned by Lill WORTHANN to be
careful of him.

3) On the evening of 23rd October, & man called
JAPS, aged about 26, intelligent and ambitious, in private
life a photographer, who has been at The Hagwe about two
months, caume to visit Lili WORTMAIIN. It turned out that
JAPS was employed by SCHULZE~-BERNETT and works at Johann
de Witlaan 6. This, says our source, is a semi-detached
house. In No.4 BUDDINK works and downstairs in No.6 the
Consulate is now housed.

JAPS has a colleague named BORK (or
formerly secretary to the Kaiser at Doorn, and their work
consists of listening in to the wireless (mostly in the
night hours of 1-4 a.m. and again betweecn 6=7 in the early
morning) with the idea of picking up weather reporis.
Both know Morse. Aeccording to JAPS there is only one
English transmitter that gives out weather reports openly
(our source suggests that by this he means not in secret
code ). This transmitter is scmewhere in Sceotland, and it
is JAPS' duty to listen to it because it cannot be picked
up in Germany. The weather reports are needed for aireraft.
Lately, according to JAPS, the transmitter has been Jjamuned
by a Russian station and is, therefore, diffieult to get.

About three weeks' ago JAPS went to Berlin as
& courier, and among other things took his 'Ger#t' with him.
(This is presumebly, according to our source, & radio set.)
She also adds that it is curiozs that he had to get it
repaired in Berlin and could not get it repaircd in Holland.
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JAPS also mentioned that amongst his duties he
was responsible for obtaining wvisas. In connection with
this work, which must be of a police kind, he elaimed
to have Deen responsible for getting a man arrested whom
the. Gerinan authorities had been looking for for 10 years.
This man was caught at Benthelm half an hour before his
train left.

JAPS sleeps in Johann de Witlaan 6 and is
often quite alone there, as his colleague BORK has & wife
in Amsterdam who he visits, mostly at week~enas. According
to SCHULZE-BERNETT's instructicns, No.6 must never be left
unoceupied.

l}) Our sowrce comments that SCHULZE-BERNETT, who
is not ’opuﬂar with JAPS, tells his wife everything. In
our source's opinion he is certainly connected with, if
not u»tlaL!d the head of; Germen espionage at The Hague.
The German Secret Sgrvice at The Hague has nothing to do
with the Coﬁ 8 r? te, but it may be some :"am.tw tion of the
threabovtﬁ of its eontrolling head that JAPS has to go

r day at 12 to report to someone in the hoaiginnun-
"r“'eht Our source does not think this is STHORN ,
bnt hopes to be able to tell us who i$ is dme course.

5) According to Lili WORTHMANN, German cargo
boats are running the blockade by aveiding the Chamnnel

and passing round the North of Britain and lorth of Denmark
into the Baltic. ghe says that to date about U4UE ships

have reached Germany. Our source Lle&> us that about
three weeks' ago she mentioned that BLSTHORN was celebrating
the arrival of some ships, and that at that time the whole
story was obscure to her. She now says that on Seturday,

218t October, Hos. 4 and 5 of the group of ships he then

mentioned reacher harbour. 8he gathered that they came
from Spain.

6) Our source has heard a rumour that Graf ZECH
1@y be retiring soon as a new man, chbndtav ASSMANN (sic)
arrived at The Hague about three weeks' ago. This man hes
his office in the Tormer Czech Legation and seems to be
running the press.

wi \& E i A
8




-

LETTER FROM MR3. A. IN HOLLAND, DATED 7.11.39 (Redl. 10.11.39)




In German circles here chances for
an invasion of Holland and Belgium ere considered to
be 98%. Everybody is praying for rain as the only
hope. WINTER, Hapag agent, thinks that all German
ships abroad will shortly be told to maRe their way
hom as best as they can.

Food situation is supposed to be better
in Rhineland than inside Germany. In Berlin you can
only have one pair of shoes soled at a time and it

takes L4 weeks to get them back. If you have money

you ean buy a pear of shoes from RM45 upwards without

ration cards.
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Secret.

In reply state Number & Date.

dated 8,11.39,

M.I,5. (Mr. white)

The following is the gist of a letter received from our
Representative in Holland, dated 25.10.39., regarding Nrs. ASHIEY,

sub ject of correspondence ending with your P.F.47151/B2 of 28.9.39.:

Mrs. ASHLEY telephoned me in the pre-arranged way; she
was unable to say very much over the 'phone, but was genuinely
worried. I decided that the only solution was to arrange
to meet her. This I have done today (w1thout of course dis-
closing my identity - I remain under the name arranged for me),

2. Her first problem was finsncial. This I was able
to settle at once, I had taken sufficient money with me in
anticipation. She has now had all the £30 authorised in your
above telegram.

S sMwmsamumsaMmttmzuums-

(a) her channel of communication.

(b) her position here.
As regards (a) she told me she had written several letters,
but did not know whether they had been received safely, or
opened or lost or what had hapnenod to them. Had I, she
asked, sure and swift means of communication and, if so,
could I not take over and forward her letters for her9

I sald my means of communication worked well and, as
far as I was concerned, I was qulte willing to help, but would
ask my people first.

In the meanwhile, I agreed to enclose the attached
letter (which she gave me, unsealed), which explains her diffi-
culties as regards point (b) above.

4, I do not in the least wish to butt in; on the other
hand, T am anxious to be of assistance in any way I can.

.ould 1t not be better to make use of me as a safe two-way
post and telegraph office for this lady, in much the same way
as I did for U.35% (She need not know exactly what my sure
channel 1is).

If you agree I will so inform her and will send any-
thing I get from her to you marked:

.l. Personal
from Mrs. A.

on receilpt of the above,
'by tphone and told him that lNrs. ASHLEY's letters had been re-
ceived.
The letter referred to in the last sub-para. of para.3 above

is attached hereto and would be glad if you would get

into fouch dipestwith ~ by t'phone over this matter.
THIS IS A COPY
ORIGINAL DOCUMENT RETAINED
IN DEPARTMENT UNDER SECTION
3(4) OF THE PUBLIC RECORDS
ACT 1958 V/_j—l;l'—\)«é'h-li/‘ 2_:::4-0»




October 25th,1939

REPORT

Yzstexdx Besthorn'went to Brussels on Monday with the
Admiral Hintzman to introduce him there. They'll be back
Thursday.

Yesterday Lili took the afternoon off and we went to
Rotterdam where Kapit#n Winter, the agent of the Hapag,
shoved us round. Nothing particularly interesting was said
except that Winter has to go to Schiedam to look at some snall
tankers whitch the Germans are proposing to buy and that he
mentioned the name of Schulze-Bernhard and was warned by Lili
to be careful of him.

That same evening a man called Japs (about 26, intelligent,
means to go far, in private life a photographer, has been here
about 2 months) came to visit Lili and it turned out that
Schulze-Bernhard is his boss. Japs works at Johan de Wittlaan 6.
This, as you know, is a se:i-detached house. In No.4 Buddink
works and downstairs in No.6 is the Consulate now.

I gather that the chief work of Japs and his colleague

Mr. Bork or Borg (formerly secretary to the Kaiser at Doorn)

is to listen to the wireless, particularly weather reports.
Both know Morse. Japs says there is only one English sender
that gives out weather reports openly (I gather he means not in
a serret code) sonewhere from Scotland which he also has to
listen to, as Germany cannot get it, and they need the weather
report for aircraft. Unfortunately, lately it is being jammed
by a Russian station and therefore difficult to get. Japs went
to Berlin about 3 weeks agdo as Courier and among other things
took his "Ger#t" with him, as far as I could make out because
it did not work properly. I can only imagine that by "Gerit"
he means his radio, but why it shouldn't have been repaired here
I don't know. Japs also talked about having to obtain visas
for people who were waiting for them and that once they managed
to get a man arrested, by informing Berlin, whom they had been
looking for for 10 years. They caught him at Bentheim half an
hour before his traing left.

It seens to me that Schulze-Bernhard, who is not popular
with Japs and who tells his wife everything, is certainly
connected with if not actually the head of the espionage here.
That organisation has certainly nothing to do with the Consulate.
Japs nowadays - he usedn't to - goes about 12 every day to
report to somebody in the Koniginnengraacht. I don't think it
is Besthorn but I have not found out yet who it is.

Japs always sleeps in No.6, quite often alone as Bork
has a wife in Amsterdam whom he visits at times, chiefly weekends.
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Anyhow, Schulze-Bernhard has given instructions that the house
must never be left uneccupied.rJaas, and Borg too I presume,
drink a lot at night as they have to listen to the wireless

at odd times between ¥ 1 - 4 and again between 6 - 7 in

the morning and consequently have tc be up most of the night
with little else to do. That is all about this for the time
being.

I gather from Lili that German cargo boats are running
the blockade by not going through the channell but round the
North of Britain and North of Demnmark into the Baltic. So
far about 48 have reached Germany. If you remember about .
three weeks ago Besthorn was going to celebrate sonme ships
and I could not make head or tail of the story. ILast Saturday
Nos. 4 and 5 of this lot got into harbour. Some of them seem
to be coming from Spain.

There is a rumour that Graf Zeck may be retired soon
as a new man, Gesandter Assmann, arrived here Jnweels ago.
Nobody quite knows what he is doing except that he has his office
in the former Czech Legation and seems to run the Press.

One of the girls made the remark the other day that
the Germans might undermine the llaginot Line and blow it up.
It may be complete nonsense but I thought I1'd better hand it on.
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October 25th,1939

Dear Dick,

Tt seems to me that I have not made it quite clear
or expressed myself badly in my "Dorothy" letters re-
garding my position as U.' s secretary. Everything was
grand until about a week ago. Everybody thought it was
extrenely lucky that I had got here the way I had, a pity.
of course, that U. had to go back to London as I would be
bored not having enough to do. On the other hand, he had
paid for my boarding-house for a month, so there was really
nothing to worry about and I would probably here from him
soon. Then, since about a week ago I have been asked
every day whether I hagde heard from U. I cannot say I have
as it is easily possible to check up. I have tried to
explain his silence away by his possibly having flue
and by the censor holding up letters, but it is not really
satisfactory. You see, in the ordinary course of events,
a man engaging a secretary for abroad and then leaving her
to it, would be considered either dirty or phony, and in
these times it is apt to give rise to suspicionms.

You gave me a grand start and it seens such a pity
not to keep it up for 4 weeks, after which I can get the
sack. Could I therefore please get a letter from either
U. or Dorothy, who has telephoned with him, saying that
various things have happened which make it necessary for him
to stay longer in Iondon than he anticipated but that he
hopes to be back shortly. Then, on the 3lst, I shall
apply for an extension of my permit here. As soon as I have
got that, I shall let you know and I then get a further
letter from U. telling me that he finds he won't be able
to return for some time and suggesting that I come back
and that he will, of course, pay my fare. I shall write
him officially (not really) that I have decided to stay on.
I have told Lili that I have enough money on my own with me
to live another month, that I have some more in the bank
in London which Dorothy can send me, if I need it. On the
other hand I hope that these half-hearted attempts to get me
a job will become real attempts once it looks as if I am in
a real fix.

Besthorn would very much like to employ me in his
office and he has written Berlin to ask for their permission.
1ili, however, is doubtful whether they will give it. 1
think she is torn between a desire to have a competent




assirtant and the fear that I might prove too competent
and get between her and Besthorn. For details to send to
Berlin I gave Besthorn merely a typed sheet showing birth
dates, father killed in the last war and details about my
two brothers. Nothing further can be done there except to
wait for the answer.

I know that they have also talked to Mr. Frank of the
Iufthansa who is supposed to know everything and asked him
to find me a job. I shall follow that up a little later.
Teo consulates have been asked to give me a job but turned “
me down as I am British. In any case, I can do nothing about
being British, there have been no other suggestions and if
there were, I should consider it for some time and find out
all the snags first. As far as I can make out, there is
no Gestapo here,

Lili said the other day that they thought I might try '
to get a job here with the British Shipping Control as it
might be interesting for them. I was a little dense on that
subject and we got off it again. There doesn't seems much
sense in that, does there?

Everything is very slow and, of course, there is the

possibility that they may not be able to find me a job. In

that case will you be able to get me one? It would be

useless for me to try it on my own as Dutch firms cannot

employ me, English ones would hesitate with my German origin
and anyhow, I don't speak Dutch. It is an awful bore having
nothing to do all day, except to wait for the evening. Excep
occasionally at lunch time there is little chance of seeing
anybody before 7. I am sorry about my expenses, but unfortunately
most of the young women here including Iili, have rather
expensive taste in food and although we have paid for it at the
boarding house we go out a fair amount. I have no choice but
to attach myself to them, any hints I have dropped about no
being able to afford it are igneored, and as ILili is genexou
only in theory there is nothing I can do about it but pay my
share., Everybody drinks a fair amount, except me. I have
explained that with some kidney trouble I had in England just
before I came.

As I told you, the people here know little of nothing
of what the German government's plans are. They are all
definite that neither Belgium nor Holland will be invaded.
The attached report does not need developping. I do hope I
get hold of something worth while soon.

‘Will you give my love to Gilbert please? I take it you
are showing him my letters ? You should have had 6 so far, plus
a report and a test letter.
Yours,

A rv,( ~
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8th November, 1939.

Our lady friend in Holland has sent sone
further items of information as follows:

1) Dated 3.11.39.

The German Legation staff at The Hggue
have been left without any guldence as to German long
range strategy. They, &nd in particuler BE:ZTHOERN, sare,
therefore, WOT'i‘d about the rumours circulating there
regarding the p .:i7 e invasion of Hplland. '‘BESTHORN,
who is due to viasit Berlln on busixes y 1id doubtful of
the advisability of leaving owing to the uncertainty.
WENNINGER has &lso beer cnqavi 1t to Berlin, returning
on the 3rd November.

2) PUTLITZ is understood to have been dismissed
from the Embassy staff on account of homosexuality. He
is understood to have returned to his estates in Germany,
but noone has been told anything sbout this matter.

3) Dated )+o1 1 0390

On returning from Berlin, WENNINGER reports
that no orders have yet been given for the mareh into
Holland, and the decision rests with Hitler alone. The
gsituation, he states, is precarious, but not hopeless.

He is denying rumours thet Von Brauchitch has gone.

Our lady friend says that she is quite
convinced that she is not herself under suspicion, and
has never notices any signs of attempts to keep & watch on
her. She reports that the Germans are very nervous of using
the telephone, a&s they consider that not only the Duteh, but
the English also may be listening ig.

The attached report and newspuper cutting
ave reached me through the diplomatic bag.
> IS A COPY
DOCUMENT RETAINED
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November 1lst, 1939.

REPORT

Although, according to Lili, Berlin denies any
intentions to violate Dutech newmtrality Besthorn has
reported to Berlin that the Dutch are apprehensive
about a German invasion. In this connection the enclosed
article, which should have been entitled "Hints to Neutrals
and Holland in particular" might interest you. The
general feeling of the anti-Nazis at the Legatiéon seems
to be that unless something staggering happens with regard
to Russia the time is again ripe for a coup of some sort
to make the people at home forget their empty or only
partly filled tummies. But nobody knows what it will be.

Besthorn, who is fed dp, has written home asking to
be given command of a sub-marine. He is at least 38 years old.
He is going on Friday to Antwerp for the day =snd is plahning
to go to Berlin this weekend or beginning of next week.
When there he is also going to take up my case there as
he has heard nothing so far. Yesterday he also talked to i
a man from the DNB (Deutsches Nachrichten Buero) Amsterdan
(unfortunately Lili couldn't remember his name) and ssked him to
employ me, apvarently putting up a very good sales argument.
According to Lili these people are anxious to do Besth. a
favour and the man promised him to write to me to come for
an interview. On the other hand, they also need Berlin's ;
vermigsion if they want to employ me. I am going into the
passport question.

3

As T told you Boehm, Flottenchef, has been or has
retired, nobody knows why. He was very popular. The new
man's name is Marschall.

They have a meteorologist (is that the right word for the
man who makes the weather?) at the Koniginnengraacht who
spends his time on the roof there and Japs, Schulze,
Bernhard's employee, goes there every day, not to report as
I thought, but to learn meteorology.




w/@/ é'\/\/ﬁ/‘/\r
Rrsr - .

/

SF ‘;W‘PT Feeo

A5
to

Lie "‘l-i.u.L/ u‘ ‘J‘

commrises

1117 Y)Y TEOY
o bELS L9 A &

exceed]

THIS IS A COPY
ORIGINAL DOCUMENT RETAINED
INI)EPART'ﬁfdie~u_£. SECTION
3(4) OF THE_PUBLIC RECORDS
ACT 1958 ﬁﬁ Forrii




Flat 12

My dear Gisela,

two
I was delighted to get your last/letters

dated 26th and 29th Cectober. It is always cheering to hear
from you, and you will be glad tokkow that the mails are
gpparently much more regular now.

K am sorry to say thmt the flat is still
on our hands,andnI'm afraid I don't think that your landbrd
would be at all enthusiastic over a suggestion of reducing
the rent. However if a favourdle opportunity for
mentioning the subject occurs, I'll do my best.'

As regards the financial question - you know,
of course that there are royalties due to you on your plays,
and will you please let me know if you want any money from this
gource. Otherwise I shall presume that you are all right
for funds for the present. You know that it may be difficulsy
to send money through the post, and T have been wondering
whether you could get some from my or your relatives instead.
I can always bank the royalties for you.

Life over here is not% very exciting just now -
the weather is damp and depressing into the bargain and people
are beginning to get that typical November look.

I'm glad to hear you have met your old uncle
again end I ho»e you have met some other pleasant peovle
and are enjoying life a s much &s possible.

Write again soon.

Love,Dorothy.




29.10. Lily told me in confidence that to her knowledge
only 'Admiral Scheer' and 'Deutschland! got through and are on
high seas somewhere. Forgetting former vague statement she
said that the German have nearly 200 small submarines and hope
to have a further 100 in a year's time. Pappenheim was
here on 27th. Besthorn returned depressed from Brussels
as people there teke pessimistic view of position. Belgians
completely pro-French.

Conditions in Germany not too good. Lot=s
of things, shoes, etc. unobtainable. Worsened through
Polish refugees. Joke from Berlin: If Germany loses war,

Russia's frontier will be the Rhine, if she wins, Russia's

frontier will be the Elbe. BBhm - chief of fleet (Flottenchef)

retired. Reasons not yet known.




TWO LETTERS FROK MRS. A. IN HOLLAND, DATED 3.11. and L4.11

(Recd. 7+11.39.)
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Stadhouderslzan 98
Den Haag

3/11/39

My dear Dorothy,
: Thank you so much for your letter of the 25th.
Things don't look toggood to mé about my bess as I have
heard nothing from him. Still, it can't be helped. In
the meantime, you will have had my letter askin: for money.
Perhaps you'll tell me which bank you are sending it to
here and I can then fetch it. It's rather important that
you do that, as I shall be out of funds the end of the
month, not having taken more than that with me.

I had a letter from Routh, my American boss, touching.
‘He suggests that I may be able to do something for Stablond
in this country and thus stay on thelr pay-roll, I doubt

. it but have written to Tagan, telling him about it, also

what I think of the business here from what I have seen

in shops and asking for his suggestions. I haw told nobbdy
about it and it'll be at least a week before I can get

an answer. But it seems to me if nothing else materialises
that it might be a way out. What do you think? Besides,

+it 1s nicer to be paid for doing something than sit about.
- Anyhow, if you don't think much of the idea George might

go and see Tagan. Fram the business point itcelf I

should say there is very 11ttle that can be done at

present.




I apologise profusely for my handwriting, I lmow
it's atrocious, particularly long letters lOok df
~complete “‘mess, 1 agree. But it couldn't be! helped as
I can't always use,a typewriter. Stlllﬁ 1'11 @ofhy
pegt. My % \Q . \ '

&

WOuld ygu do We a favaur to giVe the ‘englosed

1c£ter to Gilbert L. I*@e lost his' add?ess (] £§'$

sure fo be in town some timey s 3
%Qi Let me'hbard fr0m~yow\aga1n qDoa andf*haﬂk
you fé &ookang aﬁ&er my thlngs. Yow~ar%-nice and

encou&aging anyhow.

®
%
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LETTER FROM MRS. A. IN HOLLAND, DATED 29.10.39 (Red. 1.11. 39)







LETTER FROM MRS. -A. IN HOLLAND, DATED 26.10.39 (Recd. 30.10.39)
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Flat 12
25.10.39,

My dear Gisela,

I got your letters of the 19th and 21st
safely and this time without quite so much delay. The
censors have been kinder. The only thing is that your
writing hs getting scandalously bad. I do not expect it
is always possible to do so, but when it is, please use
the typewriter. Otherwise you will find ne putting
moth-balls in the jam-jars and letting youP flat as a
hospital simply becuase I can't read your ingructions.

I phoned up your boss and told him he

must let you know his plans. I am afraid, as I said

before, you must be patient, but I think yoyare doing

wonders in that line already. Your instructions are
really useful and keep me completely in the picture.
Only remember that I have never been in charge of your
personal affairs before and I feel the responsibility

and although I have the benefit of George's advice, I

George sends his love with ine as usual,

Dorothy.




LETTERS FROM MRS. A. DATED 19.10. and 21.10
(Recd. 25.10.39)
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October 21:t,1939

%y dear Dorothy,‘

Iﬂwonqsr if you cou;d do me another favour ? I have

\.é
égeard nothing fﬁQm my di boss 31nce he went back to
Yiondgn It didn t really worry me as I explained it to
“myself v1th his artistlc mperament bu as everyyody
elsg is de#tinuouely §bk1ng me about him I am gradually

*3

mlght have drofped me.a ﬁbte, even if he does not know

Q e ). o 3

when he is comlnv back assurinp me of his goodw1‘1.

gq%elns WQ%kﬁd up into sttate about it g After all he

\Q“And even, if later on her flndQ he can't get back, there

is no hing to prevent hlm telling me-. then, provided he

\‘

-? refunds me the money for the return fare and at least

(v s

a week'e keep@ Don’t yau agree° Would you give him a
£

ring N What's more, wi&h all this readlng of detective
i

s%orlee one is apt to look for bodies, culprits and

\'\

motives with such strange behaviour.‘ .50 be-a dear and
find gut for me. }\
" As far as my personal affairs are concerned,
perhaps you could discuss the: with one of the play-
wrights you know. I'd hate to be diddled by the agent

and it's a ticklish busginess which after all might produce




results in the‘loﬁg run. . If you donft agree with me

say so and we'11 give it up és a bad jpb.' I wish I could

look after things on my own but having started the way

I did it won't be possible for & little while yet So “
we'll have to be reasonable about it.

I must say Holland is nice but expensive and

meeting new people doesn't make living any cheaper. Still"v

I simply have to cut down expenses, particularly as I
don't know what is going to happen. Perhaps I'll find
some other and more sa‘isfactory job soon, but you needn't

mention that to my boss as yet.

Iots of love
f
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B

that by this means England will tire of the war, while it is
still thought possiile that France may be detached from her

A 1::".

In view of the informetion reported on
16,1039 (vide para. 5) you may think it worth while
approaching the disgruntled ZERBGER

Would it be worth while werning Schofield
of TONALLI e friendship with BESTHORN?




Flat 12,

22nd October, 1939,

iy dear Gisele,

The post is so irregular that I am afraid

shall sometimes receive your letters in counles.,

This happened with your lgsst two, deted 15.10 asnd 17.10.
However now that I have them I will do as you ask me and
put the moth-balls in the blankets, air the flat
occasionally, etc. No, I am afraid I haven't succeeded in
letting the flat yet. There are so many flats going
begging at the present time, and I have heard of some
cases 1in which agents have dropped as much a=s £100 a year
in order to keep a tenant, so you see what I'm up against.

Still, I'1ll do my best, as you know.

I'm sorry to hear you have got a cold.

I have not yet got one myself, but I feel sure it is to
come since we too have hsd days of continuous rein. And
the heaviest rain unluckily coincided with one of ny rare
weckends out of London.

George is well and asks me to convey his
love to you. He is, of course, interested in your doings
-~ he is as busy as ever. I ring him up oceasionally end
tell him little bits of gossip about your doings, which
you give me.,

You mgy not believe it, but the war has not
changed those friends who really are friends. We in
England are not fighting a war against the German people,
and there is an entire absence of the hetred snd war-fever
which was so terrible in the last war, at least so I an told.
As you know I was not old enought to see it for myself.

I am wondering how the Dutch feel about all

this. Our hope is that the neutral countries will




understand that we are really fighting their batta2eé for
themn. We understand that they are not in a position to
join us, but benevolent neutrelity is something and the
thought that ther sympathies are withus is a great moral

asset.

I must rush off to work now, don't worry

about your flat. I will do my best for you and perhaps

we shall be successful in the long run.
Love,

Dorothye.




\. LETTERS FROM MRS. A., DATED 15.10 and 17.10.39 (Recd. 21.10.39)
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My brother's regiment M.8 mechanised has
sent postcards home lately from Heidelberg, Wiesbaden,
Mainz and Nierstein. Rumours of evacuating Aachen
and DUsseldorf. People in "rier have had no instructions
yet. After telephoning with Berlin Sunday monring,
BESTHORN went to Amsterdam together with agent of Hapag,
Rotterdam.

Spent evening with LUNZNER, WENNINGER's

secretary. She too says nobody here knows what ig”

going to happen er has happrened, except what papers say.

Later met KROEGER, BESTHORII's assistant, anti-Nazi,

incompetent, will be sacked shortly, but doesn't know

it. He hopes England will fight it out, but is

doubtful too. Says Russia sent Germany 17% tons gold?

and will fight India. Heard from German officer who is

supposed to have seen it that some French troops held up
saying:"Morgen werden wir durch

Epgl¥nder abgel8st" and "Die Engl¥nder sitzen da und da",

ERWEGER?

proving French don't like English. Er? used to be

with Siemens here, says that Siemens, Germany, execute

more foreign orders than ever to get currency.

SPILLER says British Admiralty admits bad damage to

Repulse.




Invited Lili and BESTHORN to dinner
to-night as opportunity arose. BEST. very satisfactory.
Be is still very friendly with TONALLI Naval
Attaché. Latter called on B. this afternoon with wife
and chiild, TONALLI is playing golfl with SCHOFIELD
Sunday. B. is looking forward to hearing anything
SCH. said to T. T. is of opinion England might win
war, but would lose Empire. B. says everytime
British Fleet comes out German planes will be there and
submarine warfare will increase. Also that Duteh
are extremely upset about their ships being held in Downs.
B. does not think there will be German offensive for
some time as nothing happening will wear out Britain
more. We are meeting again alone, but not in The Hague
to discuss matters. Lili says @Deutschland' was not

hit, no ship was, only breakwater. SPILLER, formerly

London, going to @slo as Military Attaché. My opinion:

German newspapers have poisonous campaign against
England supplying gas to Poland, which looks like an
advance excuse for using gas.themselves.

Please acknowledge letters 1, 2 and 3.
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