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127,

Summary of current activities and associates of john CAIRNCROSS

through

/w_

An interim roport on the results of investigation of CATIRNCROSS to date
is filed at serial 127a, It is not comprehensive but is intended
to give an impression of CAIRNCROSS' recent views and activities,

document amongst BURGESS!
cese, B,2,a, will re-examine
not on first sight appear

Since the discovery of the CAIRNCROSS
effects throws a more serious light on his
more closely those of his contacts who did

significant,
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A.F. Burbidge
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D.B. tabled the le 2he at a meeting with the Foreign

D.1 tter at 1242
Office on March 5th. The Ioreign Off representatives expressed
the provisional view that they would be prepared to give the necessary
evidence, but the point would have to be submitted iormdily to their
- | f‘l

legal advisers and finally decided at a high level.
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130,

7.3.52: Int. letter to John CAIRNCROSS from B.B.Ce
_ 7.3.52. Note by B.2,b/ASM re CAIRNCROSS's employment in R.5e

131,

10.3+52. To A.L.O. Scotland re QUINNs and John CAIRNCROSS.

Note by B.2,b re CAIRNCROSS mentioning VAEFNER & RAAB

HEFSSLTRAR & B

133.

1%.3%,52., Extract from TC on McGIBBON re CAIRNCROSS,

13.3.52. From A,L.O, Scotland in reply to lila.
13.3452 Report by Mr. Hedger on writing at 1lla.

dhe 3. 52, Extract from letter from Foreign Office re O'NEILL ment. CAIRNCROSS

134

16.3.52, Extract from t/c on CAIRNCROSS




MINUTE SHEE’F I?a_[frefue

18.3.52, | B.2.8. note re possible relstive of CATRNCROSS in Home Office

18, 3.52. Loose minmate £o B,2,b, from B,2,a, enclosing copy of 136‘b

18,3.52. Extract from t/c on PEACH ment, CAIRNCROSS

18, 3,52 B.2.2., note giving names and traces of officials in Government
Departments who are shewn from the t/c to have been in
touch with CATRNCROSS

137.

7036524 C.I. note re meeting at Treasury concerning CAIRNCROSS
2. 32- K2, Ext. from telecheck.

©

138,

DeBe s -

At your request I discussed this case with Winnifrith, Please

see note at 137a. o y?) teletrecd
GeRe Mitchell,

C.l.
19.3.524

-

Note by B.2.b on message from P,ii's office

139,

Summary of CATRNCROSS case

Note re meeting in B,2.,2, with Mr, Mann re enquiries into the C2
family background

Statement by M».K  on CAIRNCROSS' Communism at C

Note on meeting with Mr.
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After discussing 'the csse with you
we have pessed to Mr.Colville a note on John
CAIRNCROSS, e copy of which is at 139a.
Although this was an unofficial reguest by
Mr.Colville, on behslf of the i"rime Minister,
you felt that the nassing of the note at 139a
to the P.M's office might remilt in further
enouiries from the V.M.

In addition to the facts contained
in the note, you may wish to know that the
Treasury hes been informed of the case (137a)
and that we are making plans to interrogate
him as soén as possible. On the advice of
3.L.B. his interrogation may have to be
cleared with the D.P.P.

Note for ALO Scotland re CAIRNCROSS.

BR.2.A. note re i{r. Hall.

Telegram to Int. Div. re FROEIICK.

To Mr. Colville, Downing Street re CATRNCROSS.

~ B.2.A. note on discussions re CATIRNCRUSS.

Minute to D.B. from B.2.A, enclosing note on CATRNCROSS.
B.2.,A, note on meeting with Mr. & re CATRNCROSS,

NN, S

1hh.

"3, Note of Mr. Skardon's and Mr. Hill's interview with
P.P, re interrogation of CARRNCROSS,

14.3a
143b

_—

R 143¢

1434
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27.3.53

272392
‘5_’7.3.52

1 odie 52

“Ltd. Gp736/209
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PF, 72493

MINUTE SHEET AT

CATRNCROSS

145,

B.2.

Please see at 144a note of interview with the Director of

Public Prosecutions on 26.3,52.

B a- A

B.A, Hildl,

146,

B.2.A. note on discussion with D.B. re CAIRNCROSS.

Note prepared for D.G. to hand to Home Secretary on 27.3.52

Int. letter from Al€G CAIRNCROSS #Emtemm postmarked 25.3.52
147,

B2a note of discussion with Winnifrith re CAIRNCROSS

148,
B2A note re. searching CAIRNCROSS's desk at the Treasury together

with photographs of some of the contents
Int. to CAIRNCROSS from "Dick",

» -
N §: FP
B5\bservation report no. ¥. 480/
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NOTE FOR FILE

CATRNCROSS's desk at the Treasury was searched
on Iriday llarch 28th between 20.15 and 22.00 hours.
lir. Griffiths of the Treasury was present. Little of

interest was found, but certain items were photographed,
and are in the attached envelope.

Among the property not photographed was what
appeared to be a typescript of a book entitled "Evolution
of Revolution" by»S.N. HOWELLY ALT.

There was nothing to suggest what CAIRNCROSS's
current political interests are - if any. There was a
good deal of evidence that he has an erudite taste in
literature.

C.A.G. Simkins




CONTENTS OF ENVELQEE

FHOTOSTATS (OF DOCUMENTS FOUND WHEN CATIRNCROSS'S DESK WAS

CERARCYERTY AT AT MORASIDY N 20 2 © STV ANV TIEEN WYY
SEARCHED AT THE TREASURY N 29.3.52 - SEE ATTACHED NOISE
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MINISTRY OF SUPPLY T.T.3. (8.8.), V., BERKELEY GOURT,
GLENTWORTH STREET, LONDON, N.W.1. WELBEGK 4446,
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NOTE FOR FILE

1. Mr. Winnifrith telephoned on March 27th to say that he
would like to discuss our plans before we went into action
with CAIRNCROSS. Mr. Skerdon and I acceodingly saw him at the
Treasury on March 28%

2. Winnifrith said that Sir Edward Bridges tnought that
CAIRNCROSS must be got rid of in one way or another, and asked
wnat developments we expected to follow the forthcoming
interrogation. We replied that our objective was to obtain
a confession and the largest possible intelligence dividend.
The D.FP.P, had said that hﬂ thought a prosecution under
SectionlEE for a comparatively minor offence f‘o:rmit‘ted twelve
; ago was unlikely, but if CAIRNCROSS confessed to espionege
it f a more recent date, the questlon mlght stand
rently. The D.P.P. had left it to Mr. Skardon to use his
i about administering any necessary caution. We thought
there wes a fair chance of getting some kind of admission from
CATHIVCROSS obout his association with BURGESS, but we could not
put it higher than this. The way forward was therefore by no
means clear, but we did not think that we could put ourselves
or the Treasury in a better position by continuing the investi-
gation. CAIRNCROSS had already been thoroughly alerted about

pur interest in him.

5 Winnifrith said he agreed that we should go ahead on this
footing. Mr. Skardon will report the result of the interrogation
to him on MMonday. We suggested that if a confession wes obtalnea
it might be proper to sus*;enct CAIRNCROSS while future action was
considered, and that if he did not confess but failed to give any
satisfactory explanation of the very compromising BURGESS document,
suspension 1;11'5,}11: again be the propsr course to take.
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C.A.G, Simkins
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prepared for D.G. to hahd to
Secretary on 27.3.52.

held D.G. secretary. QENT
oLzl

JOHN CAIRNCROSS

(This man, who is currently emploved o ri
at the Tressury, is under investigction for

fersonnl Deteils

Born: 277.1913
Hdueated: Clasgow

The Lorbonne
Trinity Collepge, Cambridge

Foreign Office i nrd 936 Jince
By ~ A & " “ ‘e " d Kz 't b -
{reasury, M end the Ministry

agein with the Tressury.

security Case

CAIRNCROBG '8 ne 10 was found in Donsld MACLEAN
diary under the 20%h April 1951 (MACLEAN disappeared
25th May 1951). ‘hen the Security Service interviewe
him on this matter he admitted that he had been & casual
friend of MACIEBAR., whom he had known
the Foreign 0ffice since about 1537. CAIRNCROSS mlso
admitted knowing BURGESE veguely since thet yesr but had
net counted him smongst his friends owing to the ehsence
of mutusl interests. Ted the his nor & subseguent
interview satisfactorily resolved the tecurity Service
misgivings about CAIRNCRCSS, snd his investigetion
therefore continued,

Enquiries have diselosed that
to the Communist Party when at the University
suggested that, shortly before the 1939 war, he
spparently engaged in some kind of intelligence
Research into the papers found smongst
possessions efter his disappearance resulted in the ident-
ification in February 1952 of & document in CAJRNGEH
handwriting. The latter comprises a fifteen-page ro

.

on some seven caonversations which CAIRNCROS




had with a number of well-placed menbers of Government

m

Departments in the sarly part of

TP - i e e F
&334 AT wenrs the

appearance ol an intelligence report.

i1t is pianmed to submit the papers to the

el sl w

this week and,subject to his i

b sums n ou s f pong- B 23 4 . ¢ .
ingtraciions, to interrogate

CAIRNCROSS early next week.
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D.B. discussed the position of the CAIRNCROSS cas§/ﬁith Messrs.
Simkins, Skardon and Stephens of B.2.A. and Mr. Hill, S.L.B. o He stated
that the Treasury is anxious for this matter to be expedited and in the
course of discussion it was agreed that our main object in this enquiry is
to expose the BURGESS network and to find out, if possible, from CAIRNCROSS
what part he played in it, who else was in the network, and what BURGESS's
connection with the Russians was. It was agreed that the intelligence
aspect of this enquiry is more important than the question of the ultimate
progsecution of CAIRNCROSS. Mr. Hill stated that on the available evidence,
a prosecution under Section 2 of the Off'icial Secrets Act would appear to be
sustainable, but that evidence is lacking for prosecution for the major
of fence under Section 1 of the Act, which would, of course, be the more
desirable Section to use if the requisite evidence is forthcoming.

Tt was agreed that action should be taken as follows:-

A very early interview with the D.P.P. should be arranged
so that we may be guided so as to ensure that nothing is
done in our pursuit of intelligence in the BURGESS context,
togrejudice the possible prosecution of CAIRNCROSS. It
was also agreed that Messrs. Hill and Skardon should see
the D,P.P. and that possibly D.3. would accompany them.

Over the question of timing the contemplated interrogation
of CAIRNCROSS it was tentatively agreed that this should
take place on 31st March, 1952, probably at the Treasury,
but that it should be clarified from the D,P.P. what other
evidence should be secured as delays on this account might
conceivably ensue. It was considered that evidence from
the Foreign Office to the effect that the documents in
CATIRNCROSS' handwriting are damapging for the purpose of
Section 1 of the Official Secrets Act could be obtained
without undue delay, although undoubtedly the Foreign
Office would require to consult their legal advisers.

It was agreed that the question of the taking out of a
search warrant on CAIRNCROSS' residence, if at all, should
be further considered after the consultation with the D.P.P.

It was agreed that the question of the manner of approach to
CAIRNCROSS at the projected interrogation whether it should
be hostile or friendly would have to be left largely to the
discretion of the interrogating officer, but would be
considered further in due course.

D.,B. stated that Mr. Winnifrith had offered to provide
facilities for the examination of the contents of CAIRNCROSS'
office desk out of office hours, and it was agreed that
Messrs. Simkins and Skardon should pursue this.

It was agreed that iir. Mann, A.L.O. Scotland, should be
asked to expedite his enquiries regarding the background
of the CAIRNCROSS family, and to let us have his report
if possible by Friday, 28th March, 1952.

It was agreed that Mr. K

~ |should be asked to signal the results of his
interview with FHOELICH.
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Lhﬁjr(‘c72/

PF.72493 (CAIRNCROSS)

; Mr. Skardon, B.2,2., and Mr, Hill, S,L.B,., saw the
Director of Public Prosecutions on 26.3.52.

We discussed with the Director the case of John CAIRNCROSS.
I stated that we had reason to belisve, though no evidénce to
prove, that CAIRNCROSS in 1939 at least was operating as an agent
for the Russians, he being a member of the BURGESS group. :
I told the Director in particular that CAIRNCROSS had met MACLEAN
a few days before MACLEAN's disappearance, and further that search of
BURGESS' effects had disclosed, amongst other things, the memorandum
filed at 112b, which we mwere in a position to prove was in CAIRNCROSS'
hendwriting. I showedhim, and the Director glanced at, the memorandum,
I indicatsd that we were unable to fix with any certainty the date
when this memorandum was prepared, but from the context of the
memorandum it would appear to have been sometime during 1939, at
which time CATRNCROSS was employed as an offiicial at the Treasury.
At this time BURGESS was not in any form of Government employ.
I further indicated to the Dirsctor that, enquiries which we had
subsequently made mersly proved that CATRNCROSS, during his Cambridge
days, was known to be a Communist, and we had reason to belisve
that the document at 112b was not the only commnication he had made
to BURGESS. I indicated to the Director that we were seeing him
because prima facie the case had been established %o show CATRNCROSS
had commited an offence against Section 2 (1) (e¢) in that he had
failed to take reasonable cars of the information he had obtained
in Government employ.

T submitted to the Director that the fact that the document
had been found in BURGESS' possession was nd conclusive evidence
that he had commmnicated that document to BURGESS contrary to the
provisions of Section 2 (1) (a). I further told the Director
that Sir Bdward Bridges had been acquainted with the facts of the
case and had expressed the view that CATRNCROSS was not a fit person
to remain in Government employ.

T indicated to the Director that the course we now wished to pursue
was that Mr. Skardon should interrogate CAIRNCROSS with a view to
obtaining intelligence information from him about the part he played
in the BURGESS network, but I did not want to take this course without
the Director's approval, particularly as it was necessary in this case
for Mr. Skardon to have a free hand in the interrogation, which might
conceivably result in no caution being made when there was evidence
that an offence had been committed under Section 2(1) (a).

The Director stated that in his view the Security Service would
be perfectly justified in going ahead with this interrogation, and
that he was confident that an experienced officer like Mr. Skardon would
have no difficulty in conducting the intsrrogation in such a manner as
vould not prejudice any prosecution for a minor offence.

The Director went further and stated that he would want very
strong persuasion and very clear evidence before he would think of
instituting a prosecution for a miner offence which took place so many
years ago, and even before he would consider a prosecution he would

insistese




insist upon CAIRNCROSS being seen and his explanation sought as
to the document being found in BURGESS' possession.

We further indicated to the Director that it had been suggested
that we should apply for a search warrant. I stated theewsh, and
Mr. Skardon concurred4; n my view it would be too early to apply
for a search warrant Th this case. The Director stated that he
fully agreed with these views,

The position thus is, to sum up, that as a result of this
conference the Director has given his blessing for lr. Skardon
to interrogats CAIRNCROSS, and that Mr. Skardon should be given
full discretion as to the manner in which this interrogation should
be conducted; in particular it should be for Mr. Skardon to decide
whether he should caution him or not in respect of the minor offence,

Later in the day I gave the gist of our conference with the
Director both to D.,B, and D.G.

B_A. M

B.A. Hillo
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m B
NOTE

Mr. C.A.B. King,

was briefed by liessrs. Simkins and Stephens on
25.3.52, to interview Paul FROELICH, consequent on the
decision that he should, after all, be interviewed.
Mr. King
at Cologne in order to see FROELICH, and mentioned that
he felt he would be able to extract from FROELICH all
he knew of CAIRNCROSS without exciting undue interest
in the topic, It was impressed on him that circum-
spection would be necessary as it was undesirable that
the approach should get back to CAIRNCROSS.

Mr. King stated that he considered FROELICH
reliable in every way and was confident that he is not
a Communist and has never been one. The possibility
that FROELICH was the author of the anonymous letter
addressed to CATIRNCROSS in 1938 was mentioned, but
Mr. King stated that in his view such was not likely,
as it was gquite out of keeping with FROELICH as he
knows him.

”I.«"‘

B.IQ. x:‘u
254 36 526 D. Stephens.
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LOOSE MINUIE

DB,

Herewith a nots on the CAIRNCROSS case against the
D.G's forthcoming visit to the Howe Secretary.

C.A.G. Simidns




JOHN CATRNCROSS

1. Personal Details
27.7:1913

Glasgow
The Sorbonne !
Trinity College, Cambridge

2. Career e
oo’

Joined the Foreign Office in Apfil 1936. Since then

has served with the Treasuwry, M.I,6 arid the Ministry of Supply.

He is now again with the Treasury. He is a Principal.

Q,o. Security Cage

CAIRNCROSS's name was found in Donald MACLEAN's office diary
under the 20th April 1951 (MACLEAN disappeared on 25th May 1951).
When the Security Service interviewed him on this matter he admitted
that he had been a casual friend of MACLEAN, whom he had known as a
colleague in the Foreign Office since about 1937. CAIRNCROSS also
admitted inowing BURGESS vaguely since that year but had not counted
him amongst his friends owing to the absence of mutual interests.
Neither this nor a subsequent interview satisfactorily resolved the
Security Service misgimings about CAIRNCROSS, and his investigation
was therefore continued.

Enguiries have disclosed that CAIRNCROSS belonged to the
Commmist Party when at the University, and have suggested that, shortly
before the 1939 war, he was apparently engaged in some kind of intelli-
goence activity. Research into the papers found amongst Guy BURGESS's
possessions after his disappearance resulted in the identification in
February 1952 of a document in CAIRNCROSS's hendwriting. The latter
comprises a fifteen-page report on some seven conversations which
CAIRNCROSS had apparently had with a number of well-placed members of
Government Departments in the early part of 1939, and bears the
appearance of an intelligence repert.

I% is planned to interview CAIRNCROSS again in the near future.
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The position of the CAIRNCROSS case consequent on the disclosure
on 20th March, 1952, by | K

i :
that CATRICROSS was & Communist whilst at Cambridge, was discussed by
Messrs. Robertson, Simkins, Burbridge and Stephens on 21st larch.

!

There was some difference of opinion as to whether 'K |should
be briefed to contact Paul FROELICH with a view to questioning him as to his
knowledge of CAIRNCROSS, and whether FROELICH was the author of the anonymous
letter addressed to CATRNCROSS in 1938. After some discussion at which
Mr. David Whyte was also present, it was decided not to approach FROELICH at
this stage on the grounds that the risk of leakage must be avoided, but that
there should be a routine check on FROELICH's antecedents. It was agreed
that a brief should be prepared in the light of:-

a. His Communist activities at Cambridge, and

b. The recovery of the documents in his handwriting from
the diary of BURGESS.

It was further agreed after discussion with jr. Martin that if
his current enquiries do not reveal further lines of investigation, a digest
of the case against CAIRNCROSS should be prepared by 31st March next, for
submission to the D.P.P. in view of the possibility of legal action arising
from the interrogation. 3 :

It was decided to expedite the points Br enquiry still outstanding
as follows: -

1e A.L.C. Scotland - background of the CAIRNCROSS family through
the Chief Constable, Fife, who comes from the sane village and
overlapped some of the CAIRNCROSS brothers at school (Hamilton
Acadeny) and University (Glasgow), and an established source
in Glasgow University - he is also pursuing enquiries regarding
Alexander CATRNCROSS who is a lecturer at Glasgow University
and is shortly going to the Econmomic Conference in Moscow.

Mr. Martin -

and CAIRNCROSS' connection with HAEFFNER and his possible
complicity with RAAB and SYERS in the smuggling of erms to
republican forces in Spain during the Spanish Civil War. In
a separate discussion between liessrs. Robertson, liartin and
Stephens, it was decided that as RAAB is now in Italy and
SYERS is in Germany, their interrogation in the CAIRNCROSS
context would be ruled out by the time factor - Mr. Martin
undertook to pursue his enquiries as quickly as he could, -
but stated that they might pessibly give rise to further
enquiries which would inevitably take additional time,
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TOP SECRET AND PERSONAL.

22nd March, 1952,
PP, 72,93/B. 2, b/AS! :

I am enclosing a short summary of the case of Jchn
CAIRNCROSS, about which you asked by telephone,

Yours sincerely,

A,S, Martin.,

J. R, Colville Esq,, C.V,0,,
10 Downing Street,
London S,V,1




joP SECRET AND PERSONAL:

Personal Details : ‘

Borng 27th July 1913 at Lesmahagow, Lanarks,

Yarrieds: 26th Jamuary 1951 to Gabrielle Susaymah CPENHEIN, naturalised
British, formerly German,

Address: 28 lLersdowne Cowrt, Lansdowne Crescent, V.11,

Education

1926-30: Hamilton Academy

1930323 Glasgow University
19323, The Sorbome ;
1934363 Trinity College, Cambridge

Je Coresy |
Q

In Ay 1936 CAIRNUROSS joined the Foreign Office after passing out at the
top of competitive Civil Service examination for that year,

Sinee the Foreign 0ffice deemed him "unsuitable for representation™, he was
transferrved in Ootcber 1938 to the Treaswry, In September 1940 he became P,5,
to Lord Hankey, In March 1942 he was loaned to the Ninisterial Comnmittee.on
Regonstruction Problems, From May 1942 to May 1943 he served with G,0,C,.5,
From June 19,3 %o June 1945 he served in Seotion V of #,I,6. He then returned
$o the Treasury where he worked until lay 1951, when he was tramsferred %o the
1nistry of Suply. He was posted back to the Treasury in December 1951 vhere
he is now employed as a Principal. :

Despite his academic brilliance and early promise, CAIRNCROSS has not made
sch headway in the Civil Service, spparently owing to the lack of the necessaxy
administrative abilify.

ke Seourity Case.

CAIRNCROSS®' neame was found in Donald MACIEAN's office diary under the
20th April 1951 ( MACIEAN disappeared on 25th lay 1951). When the Seourity
Service interviewed hin on this matter he admitted that he had been a casual
friend of MACLEAN, whom he had known as a colleague in the Foreign Office since
sbout 1937, CATRNCROSS also admitted knowing BURGESS vaguely since that year
but had not counted him amongst his friends owing to the absence of mutual
interests, Jelther this nor a subsequent interview satisfactorily resoclved the
Seourity Service misgivings sbout CATIRNOROSS and his imvestigation was therefore
continued, ;

Enquiries have disclosed that CAIRNCROSS held extremely left~wing views
during his fomative years at the University and have suyggested that, shortly
before the 1939 war, he was apparently engaged in some kind of intelligence
activity. He is also known %o be acquainted with a mmber of persons of the
BURGESS and MACIEAN eirele who are currently under investigation, Resesxch
into the papers found amongst Guy BURGESS' possessions af'ter his disappecrance
resulted in the identification in February 1952 of a dooument in CATRICROSS'
handwriting, The latter comprises a 15 page report on some seven conVersations
vhich CATRHCROSS had apparently had with a number of well-placed members of
Govermment Depariments in the early part of 1939, and bears the eppearance of
an intelligence report,

Investigations into CAIRNCROSS are still proceeding and it is planmed %o
interview him again in the nesr future,




TELEGRAM FOR DESPATCH

Precedence | Security Classification ——

Office File No

Date............. o308, Signed............. ;
Do Stepuens.

your letter

IS oronoe our telegram

Grateful for informetion regarding background, present
activities and political outlook of F“aul FROELICK of Bolsseree
Strasse No.1/5, Koln, a school teacher by prefession. He was
a student at Casbridge 1934/193%.

8. Form 98.



P.¥, 72493

R .

C.1l., Mr., Mitchell, informed me today that
Mr, Winnifrith with whom he discussed CAIRNCROSS at the
Treasury on 19th March, had stated that if the Security
Service was interested in any of CAIRNCROSS' brothers
we could obtain information about one of them, Alexander
CAIRNCROSS, from Mr. Robert Hall, a highly placed official
in the Cabinet Office. Mr. Hall, who is an Australian, and
who is said to be approachable by Winnifrith, could be con-
tacted either directly or through Winnifrith.

The Civil Service List (52) desecribes
Mr, Hall as follows:

R.L. Hall, C.B.

Selary: £2,750 per annum.

Director of the Economic Section of the
Cabinet Office.

7
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Johm CATRNCROSS ,

As you will remsmber from owr meeting on the 20th Mercy, you
undertook to make discreet enquiries in Scotland into the background
end family of CAIRNCROSS,

A L, 0, Scotland (by hand)

So far we have identified the following members of his family;e

a) John CAIRNCROSS' wife Gabrielle Susamah

b) Mrs. CAIRNCROSS (mother), Still alive and living in
Lesmahagow, Lanarks,

e) Alexender (Alec) Kirkland CAIRNCROSS (brother). Born
Lesmahagow 1lth February 1911, University Lecturer
Glasgow University, Worked in Ministry of Alrcraft
Production during the war, Wife (?7) Mary,

Andrew CAIRNCROSS (brother) living at Cerdenside, Ud.dingstdn,
Clasgow, oSome aunts of Jokm CAIRNCROSS are also believed
to live at Uddingston,

Elgie CAIRNCROSS (? sister), In December 1951 she was about
to undergo an operation in "Law" Hospital, Carluke (? Wishaw,
Lanarks).

Y

A.G,B, CAIRNCROSS (relationship not cleer but possibly

identical with (c) above), Wrote an article on Provence
(les Seigneurs de Baux) in the 7Glasgow Herald some time
in the last few months,

g) James CAIRNCROSS (relatiomship not clear but possibly a cousin),
Acter, Formerly in Glasgow Cltizens Theatre,

You also agreed to ask if the Glasgow Police had any up-to-date
information about the following contact of CAIRNCROSS:=

James Findlay HENDRY,
Born Glasgow, 12th Septenber 1512,

We have the following Glasgow references for HENDRY:=
A/167 of 6th February 1934 and 8th June 1936,
A/595 of 6th November 1940 and 1lith November 1940, '
HENDRY has, as you know, been interviewed by the Security Service
and has given an account of himself, We have also made eanquiries of
the various Government Departments which have employed him and are thus
reasonably well documented on him as the attached very brief summary
will show, For the present, therefore, I think we shculd confine ourselves
to a record check with the Glasgow Police and not ask for any special
engquiries to be made,

gn 19th March we received an indication that HENDRY might have returned

/ to LEE X J




to the U,K, from Vienna where he is employed as an interpreter
to the British legation, FHis wife's address in this country to which
certain of his letters have been readdressed isi-

9 Drimvergie Road,
Oban, Argyle,

It may, of course, be that he is merely on leave,




James HERDRY

In 1934 snd 1936 HAURY came to notice on scoount of his
commeotion with the Scottish Defence Force (which we understand was
a militent Scottish nationelist orssnisation modelled on the I.R.A)e

|

In 1940 weé Had inforwation (0.0, Clasgow) that he was interested
in the Scottish Nationalist Movement,

HENDRY was interviewed by the Security Service in November 1951,
Thia interview produced rmore detafled informetion about his earlier
activities, Ie atated, amongst olher things, that he had viasited
the Soviet Union in 1932 with & party of students and businessmen,
He desoribed his political views belore the war as "lef't wing wouldebe
intellectual™ and admitted in 1342 or 1943 while in the Army he
Joined the Communist Party and received a ®ardy card, He did not
renew this card and wes never pressed to do se, In the interview he
denied having written the anonymous intelligence report which was
sent to CAIRNCROSS from Holland in 1938,

HENDRY stated thet he and CAIRNCROSS had been together at Glasgow
University and had become friends when both were studying for the
Poreign Office examination, HENDRY failed the examination but kept
in touch with CAIRNCROSS by letter afterwards, They met again in
1939 at a party,

HENDRY worked in the Inlsnd Hevemue Department between 1930 and 1938,
after which time he worked as a free-lmwe Jourmalist,

He has apperently been meyried twice, first to an Ameriocan woman
of Italian extraction and later to = women of Yugoslavian origin,
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Please see the attached note,

-

What do you think of the suggestion that K should
see FROELICH about CAIRINCRGCSS ?

K is likely %o be here until early next week and I
promised him definite instructioms.

Ba (res) |
éﬁ 'S ;k) )"“L:' F

Seton .
Mg o
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TOP SECRET W =&

M, K came here on 20th March 1952 and was
interviewed by me and Mr, David Whyte with regard to his knowledge
of John CATRNCROSS,

~ After I had outlined the present ppsition in the CATRNCROSS case,
K said that he had not a great deal to tell us, Ile ought to start
by saying that the background of his X no'vleﬂpe was that he had
himself been a member of the Communist Party from about December
1934 until April 1935, He remembers that at this time John CAIRNCROSS
was also a member of the Communist Party at Cambridge. IHe made an
impression on K because of his red head, his Glasgow accent and
the fact that he was wvoluble at meetings of the C.U.S5,5, [He was
then a freshman butwas regarded as one of the Party's promising
recruits,

After XK had left the Party he continued to hear from time %o
time of CAIRNCROSS from a mutual friend, a German named Paul FROELICH
whom K had met when studying at Bonn and who had come over to this
country with his fiflancee at K 's instigation., FROELICH knew
CATRNCROSS and regarded him as one of the more mature and promising
of his undergraduate friends, X saw FROELICH (who returned to
Germany) from time to time right up to the war and believes that
FROELICH continued in touch with CAIRINCROSS, XK 's impression is
that CAIRNCROSS continued in the Communist Party for the rest of his
time at Cambridge, but he could not be sure of this nor could he
speak as to the subsequent development of CAIRNCROSS's political
views,

K stated that John CAIRNCROSS had an elder brother who was
also up at Cambridge and a member of the Communist Party.

X suggested the possibility
via Cologne where FRCOELICH is now living and ask FROELICH some
questions about CATIRNCROSS, K said that he was vwirtually certain
that FROELICH was never a Communist., Indeed, he returned to Germany
after a period at Cambridge because he did not want to forfeit his
position as a schoolmaster and be reduced to the hand-to-mouth
existence of a political refugee. IHe was here almost irmediately
before the outbreak of war arndinsisted again on returning to Germany.
He was not fit for military service and continued his career as a
schoolmaster, which he is still pursuing. K had seen him since
the war when he had asked about CAIRNCROSS but K did not believe
that these two have ever resumed contact.

K told us a good deal more about the developments of his own
views and geave the names of other people **rhm.he could remember as

Cod

being uommunlstb at the University, Guy BURGESS was gt

I am leaving it to lir, Whyte to record the Comnunist angle of

these discussions,

e




THIS IS A COPY
ORIGINAL DOCUMENT RETAINED
IN DEPARTMENT UNDER SECTION
3(4) OF THE PUBLIC RECORDS

ACT 1958 ocrphee 225 |




THIS IS A COPY
ORIGINAL DOCUMENT RETAINED
IN DEPARTMENT UNDER SECTION
3(4) OF THE PUBLIC RECORDS

ACT 1958 ocTober 222




FF.72,493 /Z,,L J

BBl |
1

NOTE: =

A meeting was held in B,2,a, to-day between Mr, Simkins,
Mr. Stephens, Mr, Mann (A,I,0. Scotland) and Mr, Burbidge.

Mr, Mann was given a review of the CAIRNCROSS case of which he
had already been given an outline in a recent letter, He was
informed for the first time of the connection between CATIRNCROSS and
HENDRY, of the BURGESS document and of the resson for the contect
between CAIRNCROSS snd QUINN,

He was asked to make enguirieg in Scotland with a view to
obtaining ag much useful bsckground information about the CAIRNCROS
family of Lesmahagow as possible, which would help us to prepare
a comprehensive brief for a further interview with CAIRNCROSS which
is to be arranged in the near future,

Mr, Mann stated that he was well placed to make these enguiriés
owing to his good liaison with the Chief Constable of Fife, whose
home was in Lesmahagow and who had attended Hamilton Academy and
Glagsgow University at the same time ag CAL RNCROSS, Mr, Mann felt
that the CAIRNCROSS family would very probably be known to the
Chief Constable of Fife, if the latter d<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>