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Volume 9 closed at serial 348a dated 23.3.54e

MINUTE SHEET

349.

Ext from F,0, letter re Alexander CAIRNCROSS

17:5e54e te letter to Mrs Katz from 'Lily.
RS . el J

352,

report re arrivsl of CAIRNCROSS & wife in U.K,

)

Re~impositicn off T,C, on CATRNCROSS

35k

T/C on CAIRNCROSS showing srrival in Dondon

355

T/C on CAIRNCROSS giving movements for the next fortnight etc,

356

N

I.0. London Airpotrt report re arxrival of CAIRNCROSS

THIS IS A COPY
PN ORIGINAL DOCUMENT RETAINED
e A e IN DEPARTMENT UNDER SECTION

JC&SLed

Gp736/209 3(4) OF THE PUBLIC RECORDS

(REGIMINT)

CODE 5-34-0 ACT 1958 Ao Gost 113




357.

16.8454+ D.1 note on interview with CAIRNCROSS on 13.8.54.

359,
17.8.5%, Fxt, from fON CATRNCROSS
360.

Ext from " lon CAIRNCROSS

Fxt from  lon CAIFNCROSS
362,

Ext from LASKAR meterial on CATRNCROSS

363,

Mranseript of in'erview with C/ TRNCROSS on 13.8.54.

36k,

23,8,54, T/C on CAIRNCROSS

218,54, m/C on Cairncross suspended




366.

Tnt, letter To Mrs. Melanie HEIMAM™Y from "Ann" and "Alfred" ment
Gaby & John CATRMCROSS '

Trom Marjorie & Lew Allbee to CATRNCROSSs




37,

L.M. from De.l. to Del.A. re point of association
between LESSING and CAIRNCROSS,.

375
D.1.A. note re the LESSINGs, mentioning CIARNCROSS.

5 376.
A\‘“

Reference 37ha., Mr. Cliffe had already
drawn my attention to this matter and I have re-
examined the position, the results of which are
summarised at 375a.

24 This is another item on which we might
base further interrogation of CAIRNCROSS when the

opportunity arises. 8o ¥
:A(<i

D. Stepheun.

D.l. ®
255
(Copy ift PF 137338/LESSING, We) e




BERICPBRBE, .o oo sscsarramssrnisiniotsss

nute 20 in FF, 747,366
CATRNCROSS

It is now proposed that Veil Francis CATRNCROSS be interviewed
about his two first cousins, John CAIRNCROSS - TF,72,493 (limited +o
.14, ) and Alexander E-’irl«:land. CATIRNCROSS - FF, 702 5335, by Mr, Wimifrith
of the Treasury,

C.1./Mr, Serpell has therefore instructed me to ask D.1.A, and
F.}. kindly to provide, for this purpose, summaries of our information on
John and Alexmnder Kirkland respectively, if these sections se: no objection
to the provosed interview,

13 J:\lly', 1955 )

Dreft Summery on CAIRNCROSS cese

Reference vour Mimute 379... A summerv of the salient
about the CAIRNCROSS case is at 380a, T understand fror; i i
purpose of this summary is to act as an aid memoim to Wimifrith and
+o provide information which Winnifrith at his disecretion may pass
to Neil Francis CATRNCROSS. With the exception of the last sentence
of paragraph 3 and the 1,‘.'}1(.»_-,63 of paragraph 9 John CAIRNCROSS has already
been confronted with the remeinder of the information in the summary

r“} ~JT }'M‘\Q(‘

which msy therefore be revealed to I,F,

M Gt

A, Jl‘us,f"‘r'l'ir*r

Draft Summary

THIS IS A COPY
ORIGINAL DOCUMENT RETAINED
BT IN DEPARTMENT UNDER SECTION

€1 aton 3(d) OF THE PUBLIC RECORDS

JC&SLed

Cpe71 /34 ACT 1858 Oy ost 2022

(REGI MIN'I"‘
CODE 18-7¢




Please see re-draft at 382a, to which ths

sentence of minute 381 does not apply.

. otk

G.R.Mitchell.

23484 556 Copy of letter to Breasury attaching note re
John CAIRNCROSS.
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Join CATRNCROSS

o John;CAIBNCRQSSwwas born on 25 July 1913 at
Lesmaqgow, Lanarkshire,

‘ He was educated at Hamilton Academy Glasgbw
University, the Sorbonpe and Trinity College Cambridge
(1934 -~ 1036),

CAIRNCROSS entered the pi lomatic Service on
6 October 1936. on 1 October 19358 he was transferieg
to the Treasury ang on 23 September 1940 he wag appoirs
i to Lord Hankey (Changellor of the '~
From 11 gay '

6. and re;

Supply.
Treasuy

It is evident from the details of his reco
although of brilliant promise his work was not of g

Q

order and he wag never g particularly satisfactory € Li0yel

CAIRNCROSS had
Security Service
and BURGESS,

eén obtaine
red the

b in Spain ang in Greece,

After the disappearance of MACLEAN ang BURGESS
g ephone number were found in
nder the date 20 4

e

that the
invited

In 1952 g hanuscript document written probabl-
about March/i 9 which had been found among tr
gersonal pPosséssions of BURGESS, was identified as

€en written by CAIRNCROSS, This document consist
fifteen page report on conversations on internatio;
affairs and on gritish foreign policy which CAIRNCR\
had had with nine different Government officials,

; In a formal Statement dateq 2 April 1952 ca
that 17wy 1, ey U8h0F G iy ‘tBation fe nes

’ /WaS i ; b ik in ‘"’ i »VAL‘ & f
BURGESS elther orali}jgélgéawritil_ji in,

“ )
! saig that ne thoy~ “" ¥t in 198.°Bl S A,

ne be jgp)t-~-*: T
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therefore justified in reporting to him as he dia.

In the same formal statement CAIRNCROSS aduitted
having been attracted to Communism and having assosiated
with certain well-known Communists in Cambridge. it an
interview in 1951 he had denied associating with clmmunists
at Cambridge, although admitting his political vieys at
Cambridge were slightly to the left. A Y

During the course of the investigation of “AIRNCROSS
in 1952 he was on one occasion semafter an interrogatiocr,
adogt whatl appeared to be methods of evasion from surveily,
such ‘as might be used by a spy. When asked to account foith
he gave an explanation which on the following day he altex
finally explaining his actions by a story that he had a ref
vous with a woman. The truth of this story could not be pr
or disproved and some possibility therefore remains that ‘s
CAIRNCROSS may have been in touch with the Russlan Intelligs
Service as recently as April 1952,

Security Service enquiries established that CAIRNCRO
had been a communist sympathiser while at Trinity College,
Cambridge, in 1954 and 1885, In 1947 CAIRNCROSS was reportes
by a reliable and delicate source to belong to a group of
"near Communists" and to hold left-wing views of a fairly
advanced nature, :

CATRNCROS3 has recenly been employed as a corresponden:
for the 'Qbserver news service and also for the Canadian
Broadcasting Corporation.

CAIRNCROSS' case is unsatisfactory but the prolonged
investigation into it has failed to produce evidence on which
a charge of espionage could be based. There is no indicatic”
that he is now a Communist.
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Salle de Presse
Falais des nations
Geneve
30. 9 55

Dear Carola, '
I am not sure whether I ever thanke
-you for the dlightful and warm card which you sen
me on my birthday. If I didn t pleae accept my
apologies. I fear the period Just after my
bithhday was a bit hectic as I had a trip to
Geneva soon after ,

I hope everything is going well with you and
that you are taking advantage of the 1lull to
revove © from all your efforts when Lmrnest was
over and Henry ill. ;

Gabl has shown me your letter about the
rent.e I think that, to avoid future misunderst-
andings 1 had better explain the positiog agsin.
The main point i1s that we want to maintain the
fiction that I am paying the rent in order
that the landlord does not officially have
proof that you are living in it and respondible
for the money. In fact it seems thst thgy are
prepered to turn a blind eye to your occupancy
but 1 do not want to take ¢ hances and have
you turned out which would be a dis:s ter. Somit
18 in your inter-sts only thet we ask you to
observe carefully the arrangements we agreed on.
These are that, in all cases, you send us the
bEll,  that we pay 1n the money to the bank
an that therea' ter you and we make any
necessary accouating resulting from the Jjeweilige
state of our debts to each other. But 4 cannot
repeat too often that the bank does not come int
the picture at any stage. The bill must come to
us and we must pay it (drresvective of what
happens afterwards) I hope that it is clear.

So please pet the biwll back from the bank
£i1llin the amount in the encle sed cheque and
send the letter to the lsndlord (without any
accompanying letter) and printing the address in
Latin characters.

While I am at 1t, I feel I should just add
another word of guidance. When-last 1 was home,




I made a sp=cial point about ask ng you to for
ward book catalogues promptly. I gather however
that you told Ernest that I was no longer inter
-ested 1n buying books. I don t know where vou g
the impression from but it is cevtainky a
misunderstanding. I did get some catalog¥®es
forwarded rather late in the day after Hrnest
was at Landsdowne Court and some were brought
out by Lane ( but not posted out). These were,
I am afraid too late to be of any uses A 1 the
books 1 asked for in them wex had, it tunned out
already gone, and the letter telling me so,

to meke metters worse, was mysteriously delayed
in London for over & month. I do ask you to
see that these cetalogies and any mail connected
with them is dealt woth as promptly as you desl w
with all our other reguests.

We are still busy rgshing round but we

hope to have a ralt for Yecember before we

leave for Rome. Wie a e both looking forward to
the 1talian trip and also to returning to 2 fix=d
abode.

Please excuse me f this let er is only in

business”, but L+ am at work on an article with a
deadline and U must get back to it.
Thank you for all vyour kind help and

thoughtfulness ;
Ll e (T
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Salle de rresse ,Balais des Nati

‘

Geneva E
Dear Ernest, \
I was very impressed by the fact that, despite a

your immense arrears of business, you still found time to send i
personal letter about our protblems. I have meditated over youri%
wlse observétions and have 1 hope profited from them. 1A

At the same time, I feel you are possibly over vorri&
about our situation. You will

be relieved, for one thing, to lean
that we are n t goling to laormina but will be staying for the 1}
in Geneva
probably for longer. So we will certainly be in the middle

end will even be taking a f@lt there for six months ”Q
Eheth=r this will rssflt in Gabi being more relaxed +

of &l ‘{1

am not ent

sure. She enjoyed Orgevaux precisely as relaxation in contrast Nt
the rush and hurry of Rome( not to mention the noise which s !SW
terrific). Secondly, I can imsgine thst you 2re a little ¢ ¢W1[y%
aback at the horde of papers in the chslet. les, even when we hadl |
home( and a very sixzeable one) in fome, the siturtion wes Just| Hild
same. The point is that my office and my home are one snd th QA#%&
When I am a millionaire, 1t may be diffe ent but the flood of nen

is simply one of the prices one pays for being a free man
writere. A flat , wher ever it is, will make no & fference,
the way send us any papers, even though it is very ch-m

to suggest 1t. My problem is really to cut down the amo
as 1 am now, for the moment, concentrating on writing as
journalism,

This brings me to the third and most importent po nt
have had rather a false ides of out ~ode of 1life ¢
glimpse at Urgevaux. That was a sort of holdiay from a ve:
exlstence at Rome, settled but not conducive at a

And after all the main purpose of my switching Hobs was t
books finished. To do so in a city is almost imposs The,
needed was a p- riod of guiet in the country and: this 14

at Orgevaux. The trouble was compleve ven

that 1t wes not € .
was asked to do a .lot of articles, T still need a sAort »
retirement, but after thst will of course come b into
circulation. We do not go into the desert just becruse we

S 1S €
desert but for precise and limited resons. By s#bour nest *“arch
A

should be ready for a normel life we will then of ours
and be in the swim. Otherwise, I must remain in the
work away. As you cen immﬁine the books car——ry with them finen
Vimplications . They do so mostly beceuse once one hos publisl
\thing, one gets a name and, in writing, =s you knps a8 ne
est capital. But one must first inv st time end effort to

ooks out.

arer solutitn

1 d& hove that your own problems are n ,
and that you will b= able to get a bit of a rest =2nd time to recd/
and listen to muasic nd 5o on, without havibg to valt too long ti/
you have leisure and cash. By the way we heve just got back fron
congre: ses at Milan and Stresa where we met some inta?astinﬁ“ﬁégﬁq
like Gaitskell and top line poitical commentators such ‘
from France. Frof Sidney Hook was thece too snd the milli
Fleishemann, theg yeest king, who couldn not have been nics
his dPughter-i'nfiaﬂ round Pilan. We b Ay Gty
V"'Y\ %«\,\\\w Lo el A C T
i ‘};.u,-,‘_ {2 /I,)AJ—’—- U

R S : I, £
1»43

Raymond / Az

) -




R Cha . esblor T
Mircawn, Press (HL
26 Ol AL (B%/a#n,, fa{
Lot £ 0.




Salle dé Fresse
Palais des “ations
Geneve
25 956

Dear Robin,

I wonder if I can asx you again for
guldance.The point is this,

I have spent my odd moments translating and
editing some of the memoirs of the Abbe de Choisy,
8 disreputable but, to my ming, interesting
character of the late seventeenth century. A good
deal of these memoirs are decidedly pijusnt and
would certainly not be everbody's ( ie every
publisher's)meat. They might even be too Gallic
for publication in England at all. The second part
13Ef general interest -- a trip to Siam as Deputy
Ambassador for Louis XIV and the minutes of one of
the first intellectual clubs in Hronce, But, 'as I
see it, the attraction of my manuscript lies in
the combination of these two parts.

I have - been bold enough to send you
this effort. If you feel that 1t is simply not
worth locking at, please say se frankly. I shall
not be &n any way put out. Otherwise, perhaps you
would let me know whether the ms. would stand a
chance of publication if 2ltered in a certein
direction or if put in the hands of another
publisher =- or of an agent,

I am sorry if this 1is something of an
imposition and hope that you will d=rive at least
some amusement from reading about ths abbé 's misde
eds. St
We are off to Rome on the BtB but the above =a¢
—~dress will always find me. Address in Rome :

presso Lombardi, Via del Pamphili 8, Rome.
But please return the ms (if you have to) to me at-*
16 Lansdowne Court, Lansdowne Crescent, W1l and
mark it PLEASE DO NOT FORwARD.
Marny many thanks in advasce
Yours ever, /L{
’
John Cairncross

Py The Lol temnen e At e Aot ek

S




salle de Presse,
Palais des nations
Geneva

24 9 55

Dear feter,

This will have to be a rasher hast
note in reply-- very inadecuately-- to your
stimulating letter and the Danby book which
I found awaiting me on my arrival, We are sti
somewhat in 8 daze, surrounded Dy innumeralbe
suitcases and odds and ends. We went straight
from the chalet to a congress in Milan, then
to another onel unexpectedly) in Stresa, which
is heavemly, and now are here, until the next
two and last congresses stabt in “russels on t
4th Yetober and Palermo on the 12th. The
combinati n of susnshine, an excess of good
food and muzzy thiinking have been a little
too much for my liver and 1 amonly now slowly
coming round prepasratory to the next rourde.
Then 1 shaall be ready to plunge into Shake
speare and give 1t the attention it deserves.

The Sleve of “attre  is in fact a recent
pub ished book on the ward but you clearly
read only the right reviews as thills" paptic lar
addition to Shakespearian literseture 1is pretty
awful. Again, no allusion to your private life

Let me say again that L am extremely gratéful
both for the tip as to Dnaby and to you for p1
procuring it for me. I m enclosing a cheque fd
19/ whiikh I hove covers the cost.

ves, I noted the latest trend in Nat
Service and I hone that the cut  go-s through
On belance the sel=ctive system would be too
sensible and "undemocratic" so It looks as if
you will be spared six months routine. I
hope it proves so and that my earl er
cautioousness ppoves_ unjustifiled.

This leaves only a short line for an
apology for not replying in a separate letter
to Lotte's witty and charmingn note, but we a
are not up to thet level just at the thoment.




We were touched that she should have takenﬁthe troub

to acknowledge soslight & token for so large
a service.

We look forward to seeinlg an Oppenheimer
contingent ©on the horizon very soon

7/L

o~ S ;-Q~) ’/’,4,“/

Yours ever




SN T Doy




Salle de Pregse
Palais des ations
Geneve

24 9 55

Dear Mr Hart Davis, .
Many thanks for having

dealt so promptly and frankly with the Abbd,

I fear I have imposed on you by sending you

a manuscript which was not at all up

your street.

1 am sure that my more serious efforts
which * hore to send in early next year
whll prove less disppointing,

Yours sincerely

Bl e

John Cairncross

R Hart Davis, EsSq.
36 Soho Sauare,
London W 1.




John Cairncross, Esq.
* 16 T.ansdowne Court
Lansdowne Crescent
London W.ll.



RUPERT HART-DAVIS LIMITED

PO WUYBEE T STUH E RS

RUPERT HART-DAVIS "B 36 SOHO SQUARE
MILTON WALDMAN (U.S.A.) - LONDON W1

HERBERT AGAR (U.S.A.) ¢ ] Telephone
AT, b AW GERRARD 2348
GEOFFREY KEYNES
H. R. TOWNSHEND A Cables
EDWARD YOUNG = 7 RUPERTO WESDO

RHD/RF leth September 1955

John Cairncross, Esq.
16 Iansdowne Court
Lansdowne Crescent
London W.1l1l.

Dear Mr Cairncross,

I hate having to disappoint you,
but I am afraid I don't feel inclined
to publish the Memoirs of the Abbe de
Choisy. It certainly has some curiosity
interest, but I can't see it having much
chance as an ordinary publication these
days. I have sadly sent the manuscript
to the Lansdowne Court address today.

Still hoping to publish something
of yours one day.

Yours sincerely,

Q\Aﬁ,/‘},,)%)%ja,__’s
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SEQ\‘“@I@@ for PF,702,335 §A.K. CGATRICREES)
P 72,1493 (J. CAIRNCROSS'

PR.TUT, 366/C.

23rd Augusty 1955,

i

| ( {1!\’
Desy W ¢ Wi~ \ \n

Some time ago you suggested to
Alee Kellar that it might be useful if
you were to have a word with Neil Francis
CAIRNCROSS and warn him about John
CAIRNCROSS and AJK. CAIRNCROSS. e
think it would be useful to do this.

We are perfectly willing to
leave to your discretion how you phrase
your warnings If you think it would be
more effective to tell N,.F. CAIRNCROSS
gome of the detail sbout his relations
we would see no objection to youwr using |
any of the material in the two enclosed —
notes.

B.le FPurnival Jones,

A & JQE). ‘?im"li i’ri th’ ESQ- 5 C ou e
Treasury Chanibers,

Great George Bireet,

Londons S«Watla

SECR




Draft Letter/Minute to Grading

Date  23,7,55

- L et

Copies to Our Ref. PF, 72,195

Their Ref.

For Signature by Approved by

July, 1913, is the yomgest son o
ard of Edlisabath CEMRNCEOSS
kland CAIRNCROSSfnee WISHART,

oined the Foreign Office in 1936,

st came to the notice

1938 when an unsigne

/

"Praternall

nolice:
police;

039 CATRNCROSS

the arrival

HARRITER
doubtful
convicted in Germany

involved

from France on

te’

A% o
airary

s § £k TTTD LTS

MACL

unable to explain the anonymou:

Continue overleaf if necese,
S.y PORM 181A/rev. 5.52. y




with the remainder of the

CAIRNCROSS, is probsbly s
In 1952 g manuscript document written

probably in about March/April 1939
Roae

policy

ad had with nine different

CATRNCROSS aan ; +3

) =
s A C [ X

document,

ret Government department,

™ AN e o
Communists

as micht be used

for this, he gave an explanation, which on the

following day he altered, finally explaining his
actions by a story that he had a rendezvous with

4 woman.,




oo D et (o proud v dpwed
_Q;MdiSpr@xe/igé truth of this story/and some
possibility therefore remains that/éAIRNCROSS nay
have been in touch with the Russian Intelligence

Service as recently as April 195%.

9.. Security Service enquiries established that

CAIRNCROSS had been a communist sympathiser while
at Trinity College, Cambridge, in 1934 and 19385.

In 1947 CAIRNCROSS was reported by a reliable and
delicate source to belong to a group of "near
Communists" and to hold left-wing views of a fairly
advanced nature.

10, CAIRNCROSS' resignation from the Civil
Service was accepted with effect from 19 April,

1952,




Draft Letter/Minute to Grading
Date 20 July, 1955,

Copies to Our Ref. FF,72,.,93

Their Ref.

For Signature by Approved by

i John CATRNCROSS, born at Lesmshagow on 25 July,

1913, is the youngest son of Alex amﬂg‘ Kirkland CAIRNCROSS

-3

nee WISHART, John CATRNCROSS joined the Foreign

CATRNCROSS first came %o the notice of the

in 1938 when an unsigned letter addresse
$L:k~rk» Ol l-\.,m-s_aun! Uve t.'fkq. /H)f»'l-o 3
to CA“'D’"’ROSS ending "fraternally", was mpegedwed; this

sudden death of one of Hi ﬁﬂew"s staf
beer eaptanas
e In ‘161“'“917 1939 CAIRNCROSS aga

when he sponsored the arrival in England of

K,QLM‘ .fz W iqw,r.ds‘m A
HAEFNER, who in 3”9 3 had been comr"'c*gc in Germar
espi r“n“ﬂ'e en-bhehalf of the ?'v'epnh and wh ﬂk“”‘ "n: .L“"d

)

pxhg"’wukwy\gmb /& ;437& >ah‘m
oxpelled from Tremee—mrsusrieion—of-edricnase—on—bekels
%w\. I~ g‘kﬁ]»xl\m :MW L W g .*.—n.»-f_a

el Ceneral _‘T‘F‘"’l("D. mhI‘ﬁ'H_g’D FARENED S4& Jao }\Q'lﬂ;mgg ha_-g : n

the disappearance of BURGESS and
MACLEAN in Msy 1951, CAIRNCROSS! name and +telephone
number were found in VMACLEAN's office diary under the date
&0 20 April, 1951, CAIRNCROSS admitted acquaintance with
both BURGESS and ¥ N dating from 1937 and explained
diary as being the day on which
ty given by him, CAERH

~ Y017y letter of 1938 but—wmas
ﬂ- M/Lvluﬂ. Q«p\_,‘»twct & L:..(«L AE Chrfoentd wn jl—b

s 0

wRable to offer o gatd '*"P”n"-f\"*’ oxrlanadionont bda ond
,)u fu,.w,t, Cen Ckiwn‘-“' MMU&B s

In 1952 2 mamuscript document writiten probably

about March/April 35"&”\" which had been recovered from

the personal possessions of B

[\ "-;:‘—1/ lzf.ﬂd‘
h

CATRNCROSS

Oonbinue overbeaf if necessary.
8. _ForM 181A/rev. 5.52.
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Govermment officials.,
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admitted being

a‘s )‘1‘\/

‘. &5
ement CATRNCROSS ad
;aan_ W\uvb L Cmm At Ls.uuj o.$’>r¢..JgJ

1-r, L p”f

same Tormal ate

although admitti

ST 1 2 K o
ghtly to the left

- g

uring the co > of the investigation i 4,»
| e EYDLWL P9 NN
CATRNCROSS i 2 he was on one occasion seen :
e

»

f'l":xm surveillance whieh

St o

A}.; 1 w Pk 7 T
AR~ ey 3 VT LR s | Co S £ e

.
arzixed. ot what S E—Gaear. i o Jaasade e 2z NV
. = e P2 = v

When asked

o
explanation, which the follow ﬂﬂ_u day he

) i 2K
‘,d/ﬂfuivi—, Lss z.J,...i }>\ "~ €l’w) A ke Kl
')“ FeosoR-Lor his ;. ARG T O ‘f‘r%',"if:‘%ﬁ:fj‘irrwi‘*g with
2Oy rexiezvou

mol ] Im 1 = T
WOI n ; . o a—ae0n— H-affadre T+t pro

imuwe\%' N> A :
+0 be impossible to chee : "J-m*v w\-J S-n-w AT

\* JL\ ILJQA‘& )u’dl.y..u.

o a$ )LuaJlj &3
M 195y

Continue overleaf if necessary.
S. ForM 181A/rev. 5.52,




Draft Letter/Minute to Grading
Date

Copies to Our Ref.
Their Ref.

For Signature by Approved by

source

b

to eelong to a group 8f near
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fairly advanced nature
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effect

no doubt
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THE ORIGINAL DOCUMENT
RETAINED IN DEPARTMENT
UNDER SECTION 3(4) OF
THE PUBLIC RECORDS
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W.B. LESSING W.He. LESSING.

1. Walter Benno LESSING, (born 13,10.,1918 at
Nuremberg, naturalized British in 1946) and his British
born wife, Charlotte nee FAINSTONE, were in contact
with John CAIRNCROSS and his German born wife, Gaby
née OPPENHEIMER; in London during 1952 and again in
1954 when the CAIRNCROSS.s paid a short visit to the
UeKs This contact appeared to be of a purely social
nature.

26 Walter Benno LESSING 1is a first cousin of
Walter Heinz LESSING (born 3,6,1910 at Bamberg) ,
who was refused British nationality in 195L. These
LESSING cousins are closely associated in business as
directors of the firm of Alexandria Trading Corporation
Ltd. which has East/West trade interests. Another
director, Frederick Eugene GOLDSCHEIDER (PF 96486) ,
has Communist sympathies. Another associate of the
LESSING cousins is HNenry Cyril RUDOLF (PF 1h2145),
who has had close connections with the Revolutionary
Communist Party (Trotskyists).

3e Walter Heinz LESSING's wife's sister, Laura
MAKARIUS (PF 133058), and her husband Raoul MAKARIUS,

are both known as Communists in Egypt where they live, and
stayed with the Walter Heinz IESSINGs when they visited
the UKo in 1950 °

In 1950 a (Welter LESSING was in close
touch with the-British Communist Party in
i j he proposed making to East

ny

Walter LESSIN

but investigation in 1953 revealed that he was

in the Ue.K. ORI 19.9.1950, the date of Walter LESSING's
third known econtact with the British Communist Partye

It is, therefore, possible, even probable, that this
Walter LESSING 18 identical with Walter Benno LESSING,

the CATRNCROSS contacte
ey
L § \ o ( <
&XN’A&J&>‘
R v

Des Stephense.
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REGIMITE

(1945)
JC&SLtd
Gp736/210

Code 5-35-0

Copy in PF 137338/LBSSING, W

Reference......

O LOOSE MINUTE.

N
AL |
[/ PR

D.1.A. Mr.St_eﬂéns AT S

My attention has recently been drawn by
D.1.B. to the fact that (as observed by Mr.Cliffe
®hen examining the file for John CAIRNCROSS),
CAIRNCROSS when he went to Italy after our first
interrogation of him, gave as a forwarding address
a flat of which the owner was Walter Benno LESSING.
Walter Benno LESSING is the cousin of the subject
of P.F.137338 and is mentioned in that file.

Will you please, if you have not already
done so, (a) consider whether CAIRNCROSS's association
with LESSING throws any further light on CAIRNCROSS's

own case, and (b) have an appropriate extract mede
from CAIRNCROSS's P.F. to that of LESSING.

J.C.Robertson.
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PEACE and GCOD WILL

If there be righteousness
in the heaxt, there will be
beauty in the character;

If there be beauty
in the character, there will be
harmony in the home;

If there be harmony
in the home, there will be
order in the nation;

If there be order
in the nation, there will be
peace in the world.

= Old Chinese Proverk
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Daar Jehn

This past year has been very good to all of us. We have all had good health, our
school work has been increasingly challenging, and we have continued discovering
many new and enjoyable aspects of our "Land of Enchantment'. Being Superintendent
of Schools in a town like Los Alamos has kept both of us very busy, not only with
school matters, faculty parties, and P.T.A. functions, but it has also lead us
considerably farther afield in attending educational conferences and in recruiting
new teachers. Since the opening of school this Fall, Lew has already visited New
Mexico Highlands University, Eastern New Mexico University, New Mexico Western
College, New Mexico College of Agriculture and Mechanic Arts, University of New
Mexico, University of Arizoma, Arizona State Teachers' College in Tempe, University
of Denver, and Colorado State Teachers' Colleges in Gumnison and Greeley - recruit-
ing teachers. In March, he plans to attend the ASCD Convention in Chicago and the
AASA Convention in Denver.

Last summer, Margie and Allison went to California for about two and one-half months
while Lew spent two weeks on active duty in the Navy (in the Pentagon); he also
spent two weeks teaching a curriculum workshop at New Mexico College of Agriculture
and Mechanic Arts for candidates for the Ed. S. degree; and he spent nearly a month
preparing an Annual Report for the Board and the community, Margie took a special
course in music at Occidental College in Los Angeles during the summer, so that she
might renmew her teaching certificate. This year, she is teaching vocal music in the
elementary schools one and one-half days a week. While she 1s teaching, we have e.
fine old Indian lady teke care of Allison.

All of us got together in Californias for the last part of July and the first part of
August. Besides visiting Margie's family in and around Los Angeles, we had several
good swims at Santa Monica, took a nice trip down to San Diego to visit some old
friends (and incidentally to visit the great astronomical observatory on Mt.
Palomer), learned a good deel from observing in the experimental school at the
University of California at Los Angeles, and had a wonderful time visiting Santa
Barbara and going all through the Santa Barbara Schools. This sounds something
like a postman's holiday, but we loved every minute of it! We also got to several
good concerts, plays, and shows, as well as to some lighter entertainment!

While Margie was teaching during the second semester of last year, Mother Allbee
came out to stay with Allison. It was a great thrill to have her with us from
January to June, and we know that Allison loved it, too. We are hoping that she
may want to come back again this winter. Little Allison will not be two years old
until the last of December, but she seems rather grown up in meny respects already.
For example, she is already talking, singing, dancing, wearing jewelry whenever she
gets her hands on any, and climbing all over everything high enough to present any
challenge to her. Of course, we are both very proud, happy, and amused at the way
she 1s growing into a little girl.

With all of our warmest wishes to you for Christmas, with peace ard happiness in
the New Year.

844-B 43rd Street }\)1()‘/\”\‘5\“\) Gl \'\Cu,u'—"
Los Alamos, New Mexlico
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SENDER: ANN & ALFRED

at Schlosshotel 38 JMapesbury Road
Stocker Street 17 London N.W, 2a
g.URICH. DA.TED: 27 03«’05’4—-.

VELANTE's letter received oh 27.8, and sent on to FERICH.
ghe will have received news of them from HETNRICH.

They will arrive in London about October 5th, and will
stay 10 days., Time in Godesberg was too short.

Hope to meet WAIDSTETINS. Saw GABI and JOHN in

Zurich, Writer says they are goinp to Cafines for 14 days.
RONNY enjoying the trip., Had ple sant/holiday with
CUERS in Glotterbad., Hope llelanie hgé good news from
HANS, /

/
/

/

7, <
L RIRW ALY
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gut aufgehoben bi
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wohl & auch 4
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ZURICH

* Sa e 'WW‘
8 g 3 / /
8 _L.‘iuo';; Melanie, : &&C(ﬁe@,é / , o Sl e
@ lch wollie schon lae ngst schreiben, aber durch e ffk_{J}(ZQLL( = 4v4r9
g das Herum Reisen immer wicder verzoegert, Heute /(41<,<~‘7(\ Sl L
% bekam ich Deinen Brief , aber ds war wohl fuer Erich C’fkflLéZJQL e fﬂvéVTﬁél 421
f«bis auf die letzte Seite 6 y die BXER wogl fuer uns / . - Ciég t= |
~ bestimmt war. Ych habe den Brief sofort an Erich ”CLL‘L"&<LOQEX;115L( }1Zthzat, <f1c43/5‘1
& weitergesandt & nekme =n y er sendet mir den fuer C C $ v il
5 mich bestimmten ein.,- Inzw wirst Du ueber uns von '(;/c, ¢~éZZfi:Lka\ (2;A~4,2>{<7\“
# Heinrich alles erfahren haber dass es s gut geh: . : = -
A hglnrlcl ¢Lc” eyt 4{(1 haben , d uns gut geh Cf?cn i 7 y
- Wir komuen Anf Okt wohl gegen den 5 OKt nach London Q@.&/
A & bleiben aort lo &ee Ich freue mich darauf Dich Ry (_$4L1‘_(.
o =~
e

zu sehen , in Godesberg war es leider nur 80 kurz.

Ich hofie

auch moch Waldsteins zu trefien, ’1§€éz;_
& Gabi & John sprachen wir in Zuerich, - Wir fahren /é,cgljf%(i
Jetzt fuer 14 Tage nach Cannes s LG von dort TLLM'Li\TZH_“‘
ueber die div Laender, unsere Rueckreise zu beginner Cﬁi%ﬁz;fé;‘_

Ronny ist lieb & vergn c8t & so reiselustig, 1
von mir geerbt= Mit Guhm hatten wir schoene Ferien

B 2 A0

in Glotterbad , leider viel Regen, Lucie & Carl
selr gut erholt, - 1Ich hoffe, Du hast von Hans
gute Naclricht & bin neugierig ueber seine Pla
Die Zeit in Buropa ist uns schnell vergangen,
Wir hof.en dass wir jetzt noch Schoene Sonnentage
haben , da in der ganzen Zeit vom Regen wie wohli al

fiit T EREC25hNIERST ¢ VR FEC1I5R 45054 ¥ anier.
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Sehr viele Herz Grués:s
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NAME : CATRNCROSS T.C. No.: 217¢

)

Tel. No.: popk 7941 Date : fonday

Responsible Seotion: n,1.a.

ry /s Tanharde R o ¢ 3+t e e
0/G -~ Shepherds Bush 2505 diaslled without success

Pl 8 T e @
~/ o €
O e 3 Je

0/G by GABY to Waterloo Air Terminal.
After some discussion - JOHN's flight is ¢
to BE 327 - reporting at Waterloo at 08.(
Paris p»roper at 12.30.

08.30.

© k-2

b 2iansicnin Y o R
Trouple ana says wiiads

3
lawyers in due course.

day.

'.7/05":'a-

by GABY to OLWYN
Y consults him ab

calls unanswered.

~17 T And
suspended.




FF.72, h93

‘ R, 5. Could you please substitute this copy of a transeript of

1_?' i an interview with CATRENCROSS with the copy already in the

file as D,1, slightly altered this,




When replying—address outside envelope to :—
Box 500, PARLIAMENT STREET B.O., LONDON, S.W.1.
and not to any individual.

Telephone Nos. BOX Ne. 500,
REGENT 6050.

WHITEHALL 6789. 75 . PARLIAMENT STREET B.O.,

Telegraphic Address LONDON, S.W.1.
SNUFFBOX, LONDON.

Our Ref. :

Your Ref. :
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83 AUG 1954
O
16.30. CAIRNCROSS was greeted by J.C.R. and B.R.J.

He asked his interregator to bear with him; he was
terribly tired and might be slow in re-acting. He
had been busy reading in the British Museum. J.C.R.
guite understood. He asked how CAIRNCROSS had been
getting on - it was some time since we had troubled
him.

CAIRNCROSS said their original plan had been to go

te the Continent for about 3 months, during which

time he was going to write some academic stuff.

However, the work had not gone very quickly and when

in Italy, his wife had seen an advertisement for the

U.N. offices in Rome. She had applied and been
accepted; he had continued with his research, but had
not made all that much progress. As he imagined R.
knew, he had then landed a couple of journalistic jobs.
This had delayed his own research work, hence thisg rush
just now. He was going up to Scotland to see his people
for 3 dgys -~ he had nob seen them for 2 years - and
then soon after, would be returning te Italy.

After preliminary explanations and apologies for asking
to gee him again, R. told him that they might, in the
future, ask him again to come and have a word withthem.
CAIRNCROSS said that was quite clear. R. continued
that with regard to his own partlicular story, they were
anxious to tie up any loose ends. He was sure - K
CAIRNCROSS realised there were & few. The latter said .
he was at their dispodal. VA
WARNING

No action is to be taken on this material without reference to the responsible
section, nor may its contents be disclosed outside the Service without permission.
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I don't propose to bother you by taking you right ba ck
to the early days of your life and really the criticial
first thing is this, which you will remember.

Yes, of course.

Now, I wonder if you would mind telling me again because

in the, perhaps, rather feverish course of events in 1952
it may well be that inconsistancies crept in, which needn't
have. I you could tell me again, in you own words, why
you gave this document - or the document of which this
is a copy -~ to BURGESS. We are not really quite clear
about that and I feel sure you can help us to make it
clearer.

Well, that's - my mind isn't focused on it at all and I
haven't got it absolutely ... ... I'11l have to tey and re-
focus it now and -

Well, take your time.

Well, the focal point I remember was thal there was an
argument with BURGESS sbout - in which he put forward

one of these «ee eee sos oo« (crashes and bangings as of
girders falling!) I think if I remember rightly - I mean,
you must understand I am simply thinking aloud - it was

a question of the sincerity of CHAMBERLAIN or not and I was
maintaining that he was making a sincere attempt. BURGESS
was saying:s 'Well, no, it doesn't look as if he's really
pulling his weight to get a settlement! and I maintained that
he was. I mean, that's the very broad outline and from .
I said I had some points in my notes which cover that. I
haven't got this stuck in my mind at all but I seem to
remember it had a bearing, wasn't it - which year was that?
Waen't it in sort of March '392

Uhm ~ just one moment. I've got your own statement here;
I think perhaps the best thing to do it to refer back to
that. (Pause for perusal.) It must have been about that
soni-ef time.

I seem to remember that that wasg the -

Now, you remehber your arguments with BURGESS had been
going on for some time and ~ or so you said because
during -~ if I may, just read to you from your own state—
ment; you moved the Treasury im 0¢tdber, 1938 -

That's right, yes.

You produced this, early in 1939 - about Baster 1939 -
but before your move to the Treasury, some time before,
you had been having these arguments w»ii:: RLDLESS and the
line which he had taken, in your own words, is &~
YBURGESS alleged that CHAMBERLAIN was deliberately trying
/[to divert

TOP SECRET
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to divert Germen expansion to Russia.' Now, you,
therefore, say that you had these argueuents with
BURGESS, that they were still continuing in the early
part of 1939 -

Oh, I didn't - yes but do I specify at what point
these arguments started? I mean, I don't remember
sa;ying that these arguments had been going on for a long

- I mean, that's something that I shall have to
think about, frankly.

I think that's implied. 'Round about BEaster 1939,

BURGESS abd I had lunch together and a previous

. argument about CHAMBERLAIN's intentions came up. He

asked me to substantiate my views and I made notegs ...!

Well, previous but I don't - I mean, to what extent,

by what number they were, that's something I find - it

is, as you know, 15 years age. Have I got - I remember
going into the point very carefully as to when I saw
BURGESS - making notes -—something about the Abdication
(thinking aloud.) But at any rate, speaking off hand,

my immediate reaction is not that there had been a perpetual
argument going on all the time. I mean, whether this may
have been touched on a month previously - I can't be
certain about this frankly.

Well, there's your original statement to my colleague and
it pretty clearly implied that you had taken the line fairly
congistantly with BURGESS, that he was wrong in his line,
which wag that CHAMBERLAIN's policy was to divert Germgn
aggressiveness - German expansionism, to Russia and that
that was the reason for which you produced this document,

to substantiate your argumment. Indeed, you say -

Well, that is simply a question off degree 25 to how
(2 far it came.)

Yes. Well, you say simply: 'He asked me to substantiste

my views'! and it is pretiy clear in this and after all

this is a stabtement which you wrote and signed, after no
doubt some thought, that the views in question were the
views in opposition to BURGESS' view about the diversifhist
policy, so to speak, of CHAMBERLAIN.

That I don't denmy but it's a question of - ig to what
extent, how often, how far back and how repeatedly these
arguments took place. That's the question of -~ I'm sure
these points must have come up as such. How often and

go on, I just don't know.

Well, the point I was really coming to is that - frankly
it is not altogether esy, you haven't got the best hand-
writing in the world, if I may say so -

Ko, no.

Uhm - to see what you are getting at here. t it
oesn't

TOP SECRET
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R. (contd.) doesn't seem very consistent with the account you give
of having been asked to substantiate your views in
opposition to this particular view of BURGESS'. In fact,
really this is a matter of notes on the general field of
the International situation at that time.

C. Yes, guite.
R. 7You agree with that?

C. Er — from my recollection. Wasn't it all focused on
this Germen problem?

R. Well, you think it was focused on the German problem at
that time, it was not focused on the question of
CHAMBERLAIN's policy over diverting German aggressiveness
against Russia, at all. It was an informed - based on
ingide information - an informed series of notes from
different informants, not in the department by which you
were then employed, but much of it derived from highly
confidential sources. And you see, we are rather at a
loss to relate that to your explanation. Now that by
itself, perhaps, would not be 2 very serious loose end.
But then, you remember, you continued by saying er -

'I was under the impression that he was on a secret
department.! TWell, you might well have been. He liked
a lot of people to have that impression. 'In ghowing him
the notes of April 1939, I felt I was commititing at the
most an indiscretion and not even & serious one. In
view of BERE¥SSX what I took to be BUGESS' membership of
a secret orgenisation, it was, so to speak, en inter
departmental exchenge of information.' Noy, I would just
like to see whether you heven't anything more to say about
that. You thought BURGESS was in some sort of gecret
department -~ you didn't know which but you regarded
him 28 an official. You were also an official - you
were an official, at the time, of the Treasury.

C. Quite, yes.

Now, no doubt you have some sort of convineing explanstion
for this but from your long experience as a Civil Servant,
can you reelly, or could you even then really have
regarded the passing on to BURGESS, in a Government
department, the label of which you didn't even know, the
Confidential information obtained from officials, who were
Jjunior officizls but who, nevertheless, had aceess to
important information, in enother department outeide your
office heurs——and—enr—eaffice circumatancoo al'bogether. Er -
would you like to think about it again, this quesgtion of
"inter departmental exchange of information?™

C. Well there -~ that's the measure of my part in it. I
wasn't = T cev cde wve oo. Wy mind but er ~ I had been
ine government department then for 2% years, don't forget,
end I was admittedly (? politicelly) new. TWhat I would
add to that -~ I - I - and that's as(I remember still ... ?)

(talking together)
TOP SECRET |
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He gave the impression mot - it wasn't only that he was

in a secret department as I thought but that he gave the
impression, moving among people in fairly high levels and in
2 number of departments and to be pretty well in the know.
And I never even -~ and the point which I think 