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Reference. .

K.7. has, as you
some time to bring the BL
conclusion; this was

lwas eng

year in K.7.

2. Our effort was in two directions:-

(a)  Operation SILK (PF 604582
Link H, attached) which
involvea a teﬁqucal
operation against BLUN

ollowed by action age

LLEVELYN DnJIES in Ea

hope that this would

them to indulge in a

discussion, on which

could eavesdrop, and

would provide information
leading to a comprehensive,
final and successful
interrogation of BLUNT.

At the same time K.3.,

partly with the same object
and partly in support of
their own general programme,
have again interviewed LONG
and ASI‘IRY in the hope of
getting information with
which to confront BLUNT.

To date the results
have been inconclusive.
LLEVELYN DAVIES has said he
intends to talk te BLUNT
about the matters raised
with him but has not yet

done so. . We cannot be sure
that the talk will taPe

place - although I think i

probably will - nor can we

be sure that our technical
coverage will report

i+
v

intelligibly on it. But
even if we are successful

I doubt whether the talk wil
get us any further forward.
The recent LONG "Tu ASTBURY

interviews have been no more
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successful than esrliier




culminated in the

5857 (Jolume 19).

commented on this p

which I am in broa

at minute 1022 and COtalHGQ
Secretariat/llr. Sheldon's
views at minute 1023.
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in futureg;'
formal Way. T
view such dealings should y
be aimed at cpta1n+na from hi
information which he has
hitherto withheld. = Any
reascnable opportunity of
obtaining this infeormation which
occurs whilst we are vhan;¢n)
our relationship with BLUNT
should be exploited.
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1033 contd.
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. Unless Operation SILK has produced,
mminently likely to produce, results by
the D.G. returns irom leave on 21 August
following the latter course. If this is
in principle I suggest that our next step

to discuss %n detail with those concerned, .
including K/Adv and llr. Sheldon, the way any new
approach to the BLUNT case is handled and the

order in which each step should be teken.

o I have shown this minute to XK.3.
comment is at 1032a. Whether we
~~ogress on "X" therein depends on h
in our relations with BLUNT works ou
varagraph 3(iii) above; I doubt whe
be able effectively to infer to him
our protection ne will be more vulne
his circle of acquaintances.

th

THISISJACOPY
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Note for file

Note for file

Flease see

subsequent minutes relating

we

in

consider whether
with the assessment
affectbing our future

Before you go abroad, I

+~n
Uil

HOLJ..J_\A

would r'eco**fq your own views as The person

are all
paper
relationship

an

\\l’_.t:.a. D
2 c,\te_Lu_._

be A

wno has

copcucted our dealings with BLUNT over recent years.

We might then have

concerned.

~
e

I recognise of
further extended, might still
which could help us. But.l
this as too slight to justify
i Knowing what we do now
have been remarkable if BLUNT
clean breast. His motives
over the years. But in hi
whatever its appearance on

battle - Q;UL* bas ccndu

How to uell

that it r“o"oked a
securlity; so 1it
ver other elements were
in BLUNT'

whlc

3

not

ct
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To extent tha

and manoeuvred us into

a meeting of those

course tha

oW

we

us Ju t encugh

principally

t Operation SILK, 1f
Hegt 9

yield intelligence
regard the chance of

waiting any longer.

can see -{l
had made

have no doubt
“a*tle with us -

and

has been
defensive
depended

Not so much atb

e severe - 'tnreat

rned hostile.
considerations
response to our
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a long term
his survival
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Reference

Minute 10%6 cont'd

to be

inflicted damage; this could prove/considerable.
Against that damage must be set something which in
these days tends to be forgotten - the value to us
of inducing his confession of his career as a spy
during World War II. By giving certainty to our
fears and suspicions he provided the most compelling

asis of all for an attack on the penetration problem.
His confession seems to me to have been as important
to this Service in shaping its attitude towards the
espionage threat as FHILBY's was to ll.I1.6. We need
to bear this in mind in drawing up a balance sheet.

e When we have reached decisions on the assessment
and handling issues, we must turn our attention to
the advice to be given to the Director General
regarding what more should be said about the case to
Ministers and senior officials. But I wish to deal
with this separately.

KX ' JahA. Allen

17th August 1972.

Ext., from T/C

Bxt. from BOWRQ
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Reference.. £X 604582

Minute 1040 (cont).

his motive for coming forwgrd in 1963 is
particularly wegk. The relative ease with which
BLUNT confessed in 1964 is out of keeping with a man
whose allegiance in some degree was still with the
RIS. Furthermore, I think that it is very unlikely
that the RIS would shop an ideological agent without

his knowledge and connivance. I therefore consider

that there ig a prima facie case that STRAIGHT's
action was controlled. In c:ncideilng the breaking
of BLUNT in 1964, one must take into accéunt not
only the fact:that he broke after a very hort time
(he did not stall until a further meeting which
would have enabled him to consult with or warn the
RIS) but also in his initial COﬂfOSSWOn he maintained
that apart from the BURGESS and MACLEAN defection in
1651, his relationship with the iu081uns came to an
end & few weeks after he left the Service. It may
be vignifiCQHt tha‘ ne 1mnun1ty To prosecution
offences committed up'to
ne end of his se:v¢co o M. 1.5 Martin extended
this immunity at the interview to cover all offences
committed @u any time. ° It was only in subsequent
interviews that BLUNT admitted to other contacts with
the RIS afuer 1945+ All eoccasions which he has told
us about were ones where he might have been worried
from what he had learnt from us about our coverage
f individual IOs that we might have evidence wit

of
whloh we could confront him. he one tim t he
has been caught out was when he made admi331uno
about a letter to PHILBY in 1954 without remembering
the date :0f the letter. This led him to claim that
[ dealing with MODIN when MODIN was not in the

Die If the STRAI BLUNT affair has been in any
sense a conbrolled ope“ tio the RIS, what has
been their motive? Whereas EQILPV defection
operation was probably due to Tl me assessment
following KAGO's defection, K id not produce any
evidence which could “ossiij have pointed to BL
However, there is a parallelism between the PHILI

and BLUNT cgses in that each was shopped by the
appearance on the scene of an individual who had old
knowledge of their involvement with the BIS - in the
case of PHILBY Flora SOLOMON, in the case of BLUNT
Michael STRAIGHT. There is little doubt that PHILBY
knew well before he defected ;. he was going to be
tackled by the authorities. BLUNT denies that he
knew anything before Martin challenged him but we ca
neither prove nor disprove this. There is no obvious
motive for brinrrir\0 UNT into contact with us which
could have been derived from knowledge we know the

S]
-
Bl




Minute 1040 (cont).

. 8Py in
This is why
people vho had
with us. ILfith
which was aware
K e 96)/ 4
Upon whom

dlence

Uhe Zervi then and were sulll

ians had a in the Service

TMTERS ckge, th prolwc%iom of
strong counter '
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must have
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4., We are therefore facéd with the

BLUNT's reluctance to tell us sgbout his

contacts with the RIS leads us to think

be still on the RIS side. It is unlikely tha

RIS wauld shop him -_u%ou his connivance. Beca
BLUNT did not stall when Martin first saw him (1n
order to take adwvice from thb RIS) he proba OTJ Lnew
that STRAIGHT had shopped 1 andbhad agreed with
RIS his line. If this iw v interpr

events, the RIS must ha had a source in the Service,
who was well- 1nformeo

Fie From the penetration point of wview, it is there-
fore of paramount importance to try and establish
whether the above interpretation is correct or not.

I 'do.nes be11eve that w1uaouu new intellige

get any further by an action against BLUNT

as if (oe““ulon DILT wlll fail to provide this
Llpepcv, but a determined final effort should b

to get SILK to work. The other possible i

tackle Oﬂe"”ethJllJ the STRAIGHT ca;

STRAIGHT to. be a much weaker man and much less
intelligent' than BLUNT. It is possible that he is
the Achilles heel of this affair.

65 L do not believe that K.7's proposals to alter
our relations with BLUNT will have any effect in
eliciting the truu“ from him. Only confrontation
with new intelligence proving his perfidy will do any
good.,

L The most important issue vis a vis BLUNT however
is not an intelligence one at all. BLUNT is now an
aging and at the moment a sick man. He could die at
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Minute 1040 (cont).

any time. As soon as he does, publication of uue
BLUNT affair will be possible thhé 1t the risk of
libel. Juite apart from what the press already
have on tlelr 1170,, we have a time bomb in the
form of Gor onwy REES . REES is bitter ag%inst
Service fo¢ not believing him in 195§ = . BLUL
He is furthermore perpetually hard up. I am
he will publish the BLUNT story as he knows it,
accusing us of hushing it up. He firmly believes
that we have done so cn’ attributes at least some
of his disaster with "The People" in 1956 to our
sinister influence. BLUNT himself has always

d what REES might do and has said that the

of a libel case is the only thing that keeps
in check.

8. I believe that we must pre-—emg
manner. For a long time I have tlought that we
should get some official public statement made now
about the BLUNT case. However I have changed my
view because I believe that any dragtic action
aken ﬂrcanT BLUNT while he is s till alive may
UNT doing something to our detriment,
defecting or leaving a damaging statement
solicitor to be opened u~ue_ his death.
assured me that he has not done this and
that there is nothing to be found after he dies
which will relate to his treachery). BLUNT is
a very lonely man. He rea 1ises that the world
busied himself with will shortly not want him.
has very few friends and GA| fT'ls no longer a
companion. It could be the last °br w 1f he W
publicly pilloried, however much he deserves it.
For the same reasons, I am concerned about changing
our relat n“hll with him unless there is a rc;l
dividend to be gained. There is no need to continue
the dialogue with him to any great degree but a strong
indication to him that he hao not got away with it
and is not trusted might at this JUHCLU re make him
defect. He ha S0 much to lose now, and we must
not forget BLUNI] admiration of PHILBY.

pt REES in some
:

My recommendations are:

rsue h:“ﬁp: ﬁhan eve

to resolve

par rticular,

Operation SILK worh by fuft er
stimulating action and we should
to resolve the STRAIGHT case.




rbion: to
tntal

= alid
W1ltin

should be

yffdedals
short

sgible evider been
either from BLUNT himself or
surrounding investige
prosecution has
is not thought 1lik

will ever be

In reply to your minute 1036 K/Adv has mede,
in paragraph 9 of minute 1040, recommendations
for the future handling of the BLUNT case. These
recommendations are based on an analysis of the
case which falls into two parts:-

(a) Paragraphs 1 - 5 in which K/Adv
speculates on the R.I.S. approach
to the case from the period
immediately prior to BLUNT's
confession until the present time.

6B 4
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1041 contd.

Paragraphs 6 - 8 in which K/Adv
discusses BLUNT's position
today and the implications of
likely future developments for
the Security Service and H.IM.G.

3 I agree with K/Adv that BLUNT has not told
us the truth, and my own proposals for the future
handling of the case also stem from this
conclusion. But I do not find the speculations
about the R.I.S.'s attitude in paragraphs 1 - 5

of minute 1040 convincing and I do not think that
a reinvigorated and modified Operation SILK will
enable us to get at the truth. X.3. supports this
view. The opportunity to make BLUNT come clean by
proper investigation of his statements and his
past history was missed years ago. It is now, I
believe, too late and I can see no reasonable hope
of getting more as a result of fresh interviews
with others.

3 I also agree with K/Adv (paragraph 7 of
minute 1040) that the most important issue vis a
vis BLUNT today is not an intelligence one. But
again we differ as to means. I would put the
argument as follows:-

(a) In spite of our efforts over
many years we must accept that
BLUNT has not told the truth
and is unlikely now to do so.

The time for BLUNT's retirement
is approaching. He has just
had a serious operation and
there must be some doubt about
his future health.

Sir Philip Allen has been told
about our doubts about BLUNT

and that we expect to produce

a report on the case shortly.

Sir Burke Trend has also
expressed concern. This concern
could be increased by the news
that BLUNT has been asked to stay
on in the Royal Household as
Adviser for The Queen's Pictures
and Drawings after his retirement
this month from his post as
Surveyor of The Queen's Pictures.




1041 contd.

(d) VWhen we report on the case the
linisters concerned and the
Attorney General will probably
wish to consider the position
which might arise when BLUNT
dies if, as may be expected,
stories of his career as a spy
are then made public. Such
stories which would link him
with BURGESS and PHILBY might
contain allegations that he
helped BURGESS and PHILBY until
their respective defections and
that he continued to spy to the
end.

Such stories could give rise to
difficult questions about the
treatment of BLUNT and his
relations with the Security
Service in recent years.

The most satisfactory answer that
I think we can offer to these
questions is:-

(1) BLUNT initially gave
much information of
value

(ii)  the conclusion was finally
reached after careful
investigation that he had
not told the whole truth
and, in spite of ample
opportunity, would not do
s0; he was then informed
that there was no longer
any basis for satisfactory
dealings between him and
the Security Service and
that his continued
employment on official
duties was not appropriate.

4. K/Adv opposes this final step largely on the
s

grounds that it would cause BLUNT to defect
particularly if he were publicly pilloried. K/Adv
has had much to do with BLUNT over the past eight
years and his views on the possibility of BLUNT
defecting must carry weight; the extensive
technical coverage of BLUNT has, however, provided
no support for this view. IMoreover it is not
suggested that BLUNT be publicly pilloried but that
he should be encouraged to retire from public life
quietly; if this is done, he is likely in any event
to conclude that he is not trusted. It would be
best to tell him so in a straightforward and to

give him




S Form 587 30m 3/72

Reference

1041 contd.

give him a final opportunity to tell the truth.

De It will also probably be necessary to
speak adversely about BLUNT to others who may
otherwise wish to involve him in public affairs
and, as lr. Sheldon points out in minute 1023,
the Attorney General may consider that some
further statement should be made to BLUNT about
his immunity.

6., Accordingly I think that our next step

must be the presentation in Whitehall of s
summary of the BLUNT case and the discussion with
those concerned of action aimed at ensuring that
when BLUNT leaves the scene it can be shown that
the case was handled with the proper regard for
the country's security. I do not think that we
should advocate any special treatment for BLUNT
or suggest anyfuture operations involving him
which he could himself interpret as implying

that he had the confidence of the Security Service
and the Government. We shall, however, need to
maintain some coverage of BLUNT if we are to have
any hope of becoming aware in advance of
developments which are of concern to H.ILG.

K. 7./6

4 September, 1972
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Sect/L.A. )

As KX you directed (IMinute 72 in Link E to this file)
review of this case coupled with an aneSuﬂr;u;Qn having
the oogﬁctlve of ehubllnb us To assess more accurately
BLUNT's security status and in particular the possibility
thet he might still be 1n touch with the R.I.S.

2 The review, which involved detailed examination of
all our previous papers and de;lirgs with BIUKT, was under-
taken by and her psper on the subaact is at
985z. 'ﬁsbeﬁsrenu (pﬂ“ﬁ. 13 of her paper)
with which K.Adviser, K.7. and I are in brozd M&reemenu,
with the reservation mentioned below, smounts to this:-
BLUKT's original co;;essicn was incomplete; he
has concealed from us information of vzlue,
probably because of continued sympathy with
the Russians; he is likely to have been a more
important R.I.S. agent than he has ever admitted
or we originally appreciated; while there is no
evidence that he remains in contact with the

e

R.I.5. that possibility cannot be ruled out.

Cur reservation (which we feel in varying degrees) relstes
to BLUNT's "OulV ation for concealing information. Cn th
available evidence, we b lieve that it is impossible to make

a useful Judgment: certai nly I em not yet ready to say that
sympathy with the Russians is a more likely explznation
than some others. The fact is that we are still without

sufficient insight into BLUNT's mind.

Tk
n SI

& - On this score the investigation (wh
continues) has been of little help. Operati
be accounted a failure to date. CINAMION h
more than point up the contrast between BILUNT's bohemian
habits at home as a practising homosexual and the res-
pectable Zstablishment face he presents to the world.

1}
i
B

i
(@8

O
S

&, We are left then in this dilemma: we believe BLUNT
is holding back; buu why, and whether he is concealing
sogcthlng of current securluy significance, we 4o not know.
I am not “opefuL that investigation is ever going to .take
us much further, but we shall shortly be exeamiwinglx
possible operation involving the putting together of
Michael STRAIGHT with ULTIT, If we concilude it woulldHbe

. LiEL,
Zworthwhile 5 et




THIS IS A COPY
ORIGINAL DOCUMENT RETAINED
IN DEPARTMENT UNDER SECTION
3(4) OF THE PUBLIC RECORDS

11958 —_ .
1990 —duty  Zog




S Form 587 30m 3/72

Reference  PF 604,582 .

[inute 1048 continued.

worthwhile to proceed with this, I shall minute you
separately for approval.

B I have considered our attitude to further
direct dealings with BLUNT in the light of our judg-
ment that he has never been wholly frank. A hostile
interrogation is one possible course which, all

other things being equal, we would certainly wish to
try. But none of us believe it would be successful
in unlocking the door. And the effect on BLUNT
might well be to cause him to do something rash or
malevolent. He has the capacity to lay up great
embarrassment and damage after his death, not only
for this Service but also for a number of public
figures. We should be foolish not to take this into
account in our handling of him. Because of my
belief that no interrogation of BLUNT is at this late
stage going to be productive, I can similarly offer
no substantial argument from a KX point of view for
asking L.A. to embark on the delicate discussion to
renegotiate the immunity bait which he has indicated
in paras. 4 and 5 of Minute 102% might be pursued.
(You will wish to take note of the other steps which
L.A. recommends in that minute.)

G I do not in fact see intelligence advantage in
interviews of any kind with BLUNT in the absence of

a strong new indication that he wants to tell us the
full truth. Certainly we must be careful to ensure
that he is not given any more Security Service in-
formation; his role as a consultant must be ended.

On the other hand if he seeks guidance (e.g. about a
possible visit overseas) as he has done in the past

he will have to be seen by a KX officer and advised
appropriately.

7 Although the investigation of BLUNT continues,
there are no good grounds for delaying certain other
action on the case. In particular we have reached
a stage when we should produce a note giving our
current assessment; this will be for you to show to
Sir Philip Allen (to whom you last spoke on the
subject on 10 December 1971, 917b) and to Sir Burke
Trend. The latter mentioned the matter to you on
24 July 1972 (1028a) and also more recently, I think,
arising from Victor ROTHSCHILD's expressed concern
for his oun position in the event of any publicity
for BLUNT's role as a spy (1046a).

8. The draft at 1047a has been prepared in the
light of the above requirement and also for possible
use with those Ministers you decide should be told
of our present views on BLUNT (and perhaps invited

/,JCO e o0




Minute 1048 continued

to consider whether contingency plans should be
prepared against the day when publicity breaks).

It is longer than similar notes furnished in the past,
chiefly because I have thought it right on this
occasion to deal with certain difficult aspects of

the case and its handling. You will see the note,
inter alia, makes statements about the non-availability
of admissible evidence against BLUNT which go to the
root of the handling. For this and other reasons

you will want it closely examined for accuracy by

L.A. to whom I am sending separately a copy of this
minute and of the note. Thereafter, you may like to
consider holding a meeting of those principally
concerned. At the meeting, (to which I should like
to bring K.7. and K.Adviser) I shall be ready to 8
explain the inclusion and form of certain other
passages in the note which has been the subject of

a good deal of thought in KX.

O There are two questions on which you may wish
to hear views at the proposed meeting, preparatory to
deciding what you say on the subject to Allen and
Trend. First, should it now be made clear to BLUNT
that we are changing to an arms-length relationship
with him because we believe he has not told us the
whole truth? I cannot see this prompting a full
confession, any more than a hostile interrogation or
a repeated assurance of immunity. Moreover it
carries the risks of alienating him, referred to in
para. 5 above. But it would be a logical step in

an effort to get our relationship with BLUNT on to

a 'correct' basis. In Minutes 1040 and 1041 K7 and
K.Adviser offer strong opposing arguments on this
question. My own preference is to say nothing on
these lines to BLUNT, but to make our decision and
the reasons behind it known to those you consult in
Whitehall.

14, The second question is whether BLUNT should
be pressed to make his recent illness an excuse for
resigning completely from his connectioh with the
Palace and declining all further assignments of an
official or semi-official nature. I favour this.

It can fairly be argued that this pressure should
have been exerted many years ggo, even when we
trusted him. Now we are agreed we do not trust him,
there can be no excuse for letting him play the

role of an approved representative of the Establishment
any longer. Should he demur we should have to reply
that he leaves us no alternative but to widen the
number of those who know about his espionage in order
to achieve effective control over the requegsts that
might be made to him to undertake officia%?represen—
tational duties.

KX
ALY

EE September, 1972.
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19.10.72 Ext. from T/C

20.10.72 Int. letter

201072 Int. letter

20.10.72 Int. letter
2010072

20,10.72 Int. letter
20.10.72 Int. letter

L . A
Ext. from AZURE

23.10.72 Int. letter

Note for file re press cuttings

1078

Int.-lesder :\)M S\ Mﬁ’kl‘cl((. 24.11.28

1079
23.10.72 Int. letter

24.10.72

24.10.72

24.10.72 letter
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P.F. 604,582

Reference
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We spoke this morning about Dr. H
is as I thought noted as a “"follow-up" in
LLEHLLYN DAVIES case in Ke3's prograsme of work.

2. I spoke to Bill Pratt today and he said
that as it so happened they were just about to open
begin making enquiries about him eege
Cffice file, if any, ete.

8th November, 1972
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JB. came in and then out again to answer call.

After this both he and GASKIN in here speaking of

call and both agreed it was worth paying a little

more since the hotel sounded just what they wanted.

There was also discussion o going by plene but this

wag not decided. After t
a\

out exchanging inconsequential renarks.
Vv

il
Conversation about art matber which was very interestink

<

his GASKIN drifted in and
sitor shown ing (thought to be) Lord ROSBINS.

but inconsequential. Lord ROBBINS left.

GASKIN came in on his way out shopping and would be
out to lunch. He then departed leaving J3. in here:
until =

Radlo switched on. Possibly JB. went outb }

onky music and traffic until -

He was heard again and he switched radio - music - off.

fle mey have gone out here again.
Radlo on again for about ten minutes and then he
switched off. He remained in here and was brought
iiiss TROY presumaply.
ne in - to feteh tray presumablys
GASKIN had come in and JB. mentioned that WILFRED
had come. GASKIN exclaimed that he thought he was

5

coming on Friday. . Sopdid Jba but he had turuned up

at luach time. GASKIN repeated that he had definitely

:

)

- $
SCLLIv, uwl Hidy 1S CUIEBHLS U8 UISUIUDSTU VUIOIMG LIrG wos wsws ok s seiwe s ,,‘,..l‘.'..smll.._
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0T, Mo arranged to come on Friday. He asked if he
siga or sound
of WILIRE

a

in here., replied JB. GASIIN showed him some shopping.

had been in good form. Very good form indeed

JB., decided to put his feet up.

They both went ot in here watil =

GASKIN came in TESS ROTHSCHILD., She asked after

JB. and GASKIN. gave her account. le then went
for a moment or sSo - f 7 to tell JB. she

as there. One his return told hia she had bd

down to Bristol today to see and aunt. GASEIN

again spoke of the operation and how wonderfully

he had got over this.

JB. came in and they exchanged greetings and

she remarked on his smart attire. Idle chat by

GASKIN about Hiss .TROY and funny stories avout .er

2iSS asked when JB. had come out of hospital.
told her and spoke of operation taking longe®

time and of second operations always taking

£y

1

TESS admired a picture and JB. gave account of
how this was acquired. He then asked if she had
bought a house in the South of France. TESS told
1» that the whole project was off for the moment
as VICTOR was worried about the financial situatio
This really meant that they would not launch out
in to anytiing for the next six months or “so.
She added that VICTOR was going through one of his
great anxieties about the financial position of thp

country so this was not a good or imporvant

noment. She did not understand anything about
finance but it was all comparative - when you
had been very rish - but to the less rich the
situation seemed quite rosey. Basically VICTOR
had got less rich largely because

spent his working life malking his incoie biz
and be had been very, very generous to all his
wives and children. CGASKIN broke in with

)

remark aoou‘o (son) Ji xCOu and the spo;:e of him ke
&.399%01_—“_7" s e O T Y L ety s vl —-—vn-q,lewT
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in glowing verms. TESS Tepeated that VICTOR
had been very generous to him and that JACOB
ovwed a great deal to the help JB. had given him.
Further about JACOB and the others in the famil-
TESS had switched to some gossip about llenry
and Daphne BATH (the Marquid of Sath) and recalle
that she thought DAPHNE BATH very tiresomg This
was of course before she devorced BATH and marriel
ZAN FIELDING. She remembered ROBIN and MARY pMAUC
MUIR (ph) in those days as well and she asked if
16.26. ZAll FIELDING had been in JB. world at all - she
thought he had. JB. replied that FIELDING has bep
rather more in the S.0.E. world, as of course
s LE1g#t FERMOR was Paddy LEE FERMORE. GASKII butting in with
te omtics’ a piece of gossip reminded TESS of an incident
when lMichael ASTOR threw some grapes across the
dinner table at BARBARA. ~ JB. went on to speak
of the possibility of getting into the Albany
and in this connection mentioned a Roger HASTINGS
He asked il TESS romembered him. She evidently
did not so JB. went on to explain that"ROCER
HASTINGS and Tommy HARRIS and ‘that tiresome han
BEVEN (ph) were double-crossed on the nilitary
side." GASKIN again interrupted with some stipid
remark. Further reference to JB. 's retirement
and that of David (Lord) CRAWFORD. TESS knew
this as they were going to mz a party for him
in Cambridge - JB. had had to refuse this but
sent sultable nessages via TESS. They spoke of
DAVID CRAWFORD's relationship with ARTHUR for
a time end thought he was jealous of ARTHUR's
stage life and how the major break in this '
relationship had occured. Then they meandered
on to talk of JB's convalescence and TESS asked|il
he wanted any contacts in the S. of France.
JB. thought frankly not. He probably would
not went to take these up. He would be there

purely for convalescing.

; " O 5
. sform 904
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TESS mentioned that she had just read ROBIN

MAUGHAM's book - had he. JB. had not but had
read the review and thought it sounded rather
TESS agreed but said there were the

fumy. &
most appalling stories in it. JB. comnented
on the fact that he could never bear ROBIN -
TESS agreed. He added that ROBIN at first did
not like him but later had decided that he dide
JB. spoke of Robin MAUGHM}M's involverment with
Guy BURGESS, telling some story of their

neetings - they had met originally through S.0.E.

Note. Very JB. knew that both HAROLD (wn) and ROBIN met

n°f"e3’ here; go DICK HUGHES (ph) through GUY;x-:hich ceme first
not very 4
audible. he didn't know. TESS had no%)quite come to

that stage in the book yet. ©She did not suppose

any of that would be mentioned anywey. She
relate, the, agpnl S1in

continued to AR R SO OO s

of his unhappiness at school - at his prep school

ﬁméwﬂescrlptlon

and the torflb le descriptions of his father,
who must have been a real shocker. GASKIN who
had been listening intently broke in with

his view of MAUGHAM and Alan SEARLE, various

pieces of geseip, adding that he was an old
friend of DAVID's (?CRAWFORD). Further gossipe
After this TESS changed subject and said she
gathered that the picture of James ROTHSCHILD
went down very wll in Israel. JB. had had a
very sweet letter from DOLLY. TESS asked
again about JB. plans and heard that he had to
be back for the opening of the exhibition in the
Queen's Gallery. This term he would take
slowly m% opting out of most things but ©
Spring term he would be back to normal. He*
told of having seen Lord ROBGINS the Chaifman
and of his wonderful support as a Chairmen.
further about this and briefly about the

GULBENKIAN Report with the usual carping

o e ¥ - . oy . /f....
s rom o b B %5, 405 TP SECRET
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remarks about Lord ECCLES. Further

about legislation for museum charges.

They spoke of collections in some colleges

and what affect the charges would have on

these.

TESS wondered who would be going to the

EETZWILLIAM and they spoke of candidates for

the post - Michael AFFE and Christppher WRIGHT,

JB. would be away for the election comnmittee

about JAITE being, as they thought, arrogant.

(GASKIN here still at this juncture - butting

in.)

There was a slight pause and then TESS said she

must be going but JB. asked her not to hurry

away. She then asked -

TESS VHow are your - you've had no problems
“with PETER and all that?!

JB. oy I haven't had - had a -

TESS 'Oh that's fine.! (Breaking in.)

JB.  'haven't had - I haven't had a whisper

: from hinm for a long time. You haven't
seen him?? i
'No ~ not -(none of us to my knowledge.!
- (not to my lmowledge. -
(néither have I.

(This was spoken in a very soft ﬁhy and
may have been any one of the above. It
was impossible to be sure.)
'One of the things I had %o cancel was
giving a lecture at Leicester where I
would have been able to stéy with BRIAN®

'0h!, (In disappointed tone.)
TBut I had to cancel thig.!

THow is he?! .
WWery well...?
'I heard fom him in the summer because he
wrote to me about some papersagﬁﬁq%fk?

BRIONEY (?ph) and he said he would be in

“[ToP SECRET
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~London so why didn*t we have lunch.! Andg I heard
ind he SEMMEM® and this was rather...
«+s(all this very phonetic as JB. lowered his
voice and there was a crescendo of noise from
the traffic.) There was a slight pause-after
JB.'s remark.
I don't lmow. (Said as if she was replying
to the last of JB.'s words which were lost in
he noise). 3
Then JB. switched subject to ask after VICTOR - was he
very overwhelmed with work?  TESS confirmed this and that
it seemed that he was less inclined to delegate when he
was busy. Theyhoped he was using the brains of his
young men now. Both agreed in the fact that VICTOR had
always found it hard to delegate. TESS then gave an
account of gall bladder trouble which VICTOR was prone to
and they returned to éubject of JB.'s operationg. H
had had very little pain but aIgs thought that he wad
not really very aware of pain. TESS commented that he
was probably'bréught up in the ¥stiff upper 1lip" school.
She thought he looked much better. (GASKIN not heard for
some little time so possibly had gone out of the room.
They spoke of the Queen's Gallery and TESS promised to go.
(GASKIN head again here so may have been out of the room

for a short time and indeed whéle above piece given

verbatim took place.) They all went into the distance to|

examine some pogxters for the next exhibition and were
heard talking there. (GASKIN remained as he was not heard
They had come back and TESS repeated that she really must
4go. She told him to look after himself and they sorted
through books - one of them by McNEICE, TESS had heard
that MANNY (ph) had had the most marvellous time. JB.

had also heard this as he came in and ®lked to JB. about
Russia before the war and briefly the story of his

coming out and what he had done., TESS broke in to say tha
he had written a novel about it all, just before he marrie
and it was all about his ‘early girl friend and it was a

marvellous description of being s student in Leningrad.

no mores '

L to come in
here.)

| 1OP
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END of PART 1.

.GASKIN. 1So she - she stayed quite a long time.
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She asked JB. to tell him she had told him
(JB) about this. Both thought it was an
extraordifary story - first to join the Red :
Army then the White and then the Red - very
complicated.  (MANNY had a wife called PAT.)
Dack to talk about JB.'s operations. He had
made an enormoud step forward in the last couple
of dayse. y
Further about next drawing exhibition and GASKIN |
had come in here again. They wen}y into the
distance again - seemed to exanining drawing
portfolio.  They had come back and again TESS
said she must go.
They went out and continued talking there.
JB. came in here again. Ie was followed by
GASKIN, who had evidently seen TESS out.

The following exchange took place -

I left you for a bit on your own there - 4 thought
it ¥

JB. “'It was very sweeb of you but we wernn't
in fact -' (Sentenced not finished.) :
GASKIN ‘Ho but I thought -' {Sentence not
finished:) Bk |
There was some further brief exchange of no
interest. GASKIN mrely relating thet TESS
had been to see an old aunt in BATH.

Further remerks about the fact that JB. looked
better.

GASKIN went out‘to chat on the telephone.

TOP SECRET
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Philip Allen introduced me to Martin
Charteris, the Queen's Private Secretary, today.

24 I went over again the case of Anthony
BLUNT. Only Charteris and Philip Moore know
about it at the Palace. Charteris thought that
the Queen did not know and he saw no advantage in
telling her 2bout it now; it would only add to
her worries and there was nothing that could be
done about him.

e I told Chaerteris that we felt that
BLUNT ought to sever all connection with the
Palace, or the Palace with him. He said thet
the present connection was so peripheral as to
be scarcely worthy of note. The Queen was
intending to receive BLUNT shortly on the
occasion of his finishing the job as Surveyor
of the Queen's Pictures. This would be in
the nature of a2 goodbye meeting.

44 Charteris saw no advantage in dismissing
BLUNT as Adviser. Since BLUNT had been connected
with the Household for so long, there was no point
in doing anything now. Contrary to what BLUNT
may have said in the past, Charteris affirmed that
the Queen was not at all keen on BLUNT and séaw
him rarely.

S T undertook to inform Charteris should
BLUNT become seriously ill or be at any time, in
our view, in denger of death. The purpose of this
would be so that the Queen could be informed in
advance of any publicity (the possibilities of
which I had already described to Charteris).

s /2

D.G.

6 November 1972
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samuel H. Kress Foundation

DOTWEST HIETY SENENGHE SIREED

NEW YORK, NY 10059

OUFICE OF Tt VI L PRESIDENT

October 31,1972

Sir Athony Blunt, Divectox
Courtauld Institute
University of London

20 Portman Square

London W.l, England

Dear Sir Anthony?

I am pleased to enclose herewith the
Foundation's check in the amount of $10,000
covering our stipend to the Institute for the two
American students who are now in residence there,
As written you carlier, this $10,000 may be used
for the renovatioi which you wish to carry for=
ward on your beautiful house on Portman Square,

I recently saw Geoffrey Agnew here in
New York and learned that you have not been well,

1 am very sorry to:hecar it and hope that you will
soon be your old self again,

Kindest regards,

Sincerely yours,

’

Mnrz\: \u‘.,)ﬁlvu)' y: £ »}

Executive Vice President
MMD g xmp

P.S, I assume the fact that we have not received
a veport on paat grante has to do with your

illness and your accountant's being on
vacation,

mm..'ﬂ.l.%m.-?‘m NS 0220
210
: Qotober 31, 1972
PavToTHENLe Courtauld Instl tute of Art-Uniy. of London _§.10,000.00
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