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The validity of HOW No TS 3083 and HOW No. PS 13382
on Sir Anthony Frederick BLUNT is due for reconsideration
under the November review.

2 The telephone and postal checks continue to
provide information regarding BLUNT's activities, contacts
and intentions.

3 BLUNT's status as a confessed spy and friend and
recruiter of other spies continues to make it necessary

that we should maintain coverage of his contacts. TOWROPE
and AZURE also provide us with knowledge of BLUNT's state

of health, and other factors which may bear on the situation
anticipated in the brief for the Prime lMinister at serial
1149a.

4. It is therefore recommended that HOWs TS 3083 and
PS 13382 be retained for the present under Category B.

5. Please see also minute 45 in Link A (attached).

H-hosie.

M Howlin
K7/6

17 October 1973
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ONIVERSITY OF
THE‘NA&&UIGINSHTUTB
‘,W;Quu.l.wooﬂ WCIH 8AD

PRIVATE

AeFeo BLUNT ESQe Ap 995001

Barclays Bank Limited

PORTMAN SQUARE

A F BLUNT ESQ

UNIVERSITY OF LONDON COURTAULD
INSTITUTE OF ART,

20 PORTMAN SQe
LONDON Welo

POST

DEPOSIY
STATEMENT

OF ACCOUNT

51083082

28JANT4

‘1973/ 1‘
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BALANCE ~

BALANCE FORWARD
INTEREST
INTEREST
COUNTER CREDIT
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Distant gave his number
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were well except for the situation which would get
worse and not better, Distant agreed that if there was
r"j;::r:'f:"’ of miners it would ,J.s'i; S0 :mch worse that it
bear thinki & ant added that poor
&owysc\nug '"'»'m.‘ gt UL_ k T had not d very much he was
! BLULDEN agrecd but pointed out/how right]
in his predictions - his predictions that pot him
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During the conv*'-r.m JL\)'I GASKIN mentioned the ..e.‘e?i the
nm POUSSIN bly feirly soon. Johmn DBREALEY
: - .' B - <4 v TAC GOETY
was restoring the i:‘i" ve and woul g U__uOu ROTHSGE
tonight when 88
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ROBINl @HANCELLOR and his Ix Ad were coming in to drinks
at 18.30 this evening.
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GASZZII& to o"d Qr;"'xi oi‘ U.SL

call v

had hat on L)Ohh 6}’39- u.LSucwt L"»(JOI'L@CL L*ze operation
being very painless and he was uo. ouéj.;lg better than
ever. GASKIN said that BLUNDEN had to have one of his
eyes done sometinme. Distant sent his r%ards and reassurg
GASKIN pratiled on about plan of v>u_/_L1 the {lat and the 5§l
of the POUSSIN, He related story of how the POUSSIN
bought by VICTOR 1;0T1’“6;1ILD ‘..au given to BLUNDEN, They
were very great {riends the war in M.I.5. Distant

did not know of this fr...endbmp. GASKIN explained thatb

naturally the POUSS m whould be sold through
COLINAGHI sice J was VICTOR's smme son.

;Jisﬁ:'tant then said t at JOHN was anxious to talk to
GASKIH , JOHN came and invited GASKIN down for L=
the day. He mentioned FRENK was in good form.

GASKIN spoke again of BLU having to to have an
operation on one eye, this was blw main reeson for his
call. JOHI repeated that .J..t m“ been painless and
no trouble to FRANK and he had only been in hospital
for a week, '
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I/C TONY WINSTON t SKIN .

During conversation GASKIN mentioned he had spoken to

BLUNDEN this morning. He was enjoying hinself enormously
in Italy and was well. He had thought the COTTESMORE CGOL RT
flat too expensive and decided that they would went one

for a shorter lease which uhouJu see u101 both out. He
thought & lease of about 35 years would be guite long enough.
CASKIN had agreed to this and again repeated the story that
it was a very strange position because BLULDIN hadn't any
money. He merely had stocksand shares. DBoth ‘.«bICe(}. t&ab
property would come down. GASKIN pointed out that U
snother 10 to 12 months here and in another year thir

be wmore favourable.
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I/C BRIAN SEWELL to GASKIN,

BRIAN was ringing to say that he had just heard of a flat
which might suit them. He thought it seemed to be

awfully good. It was in COTTESMORE COURT. The price was
65 thousend and BRIAN remerked that this was peanuts if
they sold the POUSSIN. He thought it sounded the kind of
flat that would make them both very comfortable., It was

a top maisonette on the 6th and 5th floor. It has a roof
terrace 42 feet long and 12 feet wide, so there would be
somewhere to sit out. It had two reception rooms - the
larger was 16 by 14 and the smaller 13 by 12, with the
possibility of knocking the two together. It has three
bedrooms two 13 by 12 and one 13 by 10, and two bathrooms,
cloakroom, kitchen C.H. C.H.W. 1ift and constant porterage.
There was a 97 year lease, ground rent 50 a year, rates
payable are £245 p.a. and the service charge £301, which mean
the gross outgoings were £600 p.a. He thought it worth
looking at.  HAMPTONS were the agents and BRIAN had esked
them to send details addressed to BLUWDEN, GASKIN thanked
hinm and would look out for it in the mail - mentioning that
he got the mail first. BRIAN thought it a very good buy.
GASKIN would speak to BLUNDEN about this. He was not due
back until December 20 but GASKIN could put down 16 thousand
to secure the flat. BRIAN thought that sum would secure it
easily. Once negotiations had started they were secure.
GASKIN omplained that BLUNDEN was so difficult over financial
transdctionl, He lmew he had about 30 thousand in shares
but never seemed to have any money to put down.

GASKIN repeated that he Just did not understand this
business of whether he had given alot of money away —
gpa?t from RAY GIBBS. That.was pessible too. 1
ihey went on to discuss RAY GIBBS and bpth thought it
appalling that BLUNDEN sjiould have anyt%ing to do with
GIBBS over any dealings, BRIAN stressed that BLUNDEN
was a top line authority and and should only act as a
cgnsultant for top line people and mseums, and to deal
g1th anyone low on the scale was an absurdity. Retirning
to the POUSSIN - which wes at COLINAGHIS being restored -
agd cleaned. The plan was for BLUNDEN to have it back fp
SiX gonths to hang in the drawingroom and for it to be
sold through COLINAGHIS at a later date. When sold
BRIAN advised that,as prices were rising, the picture
would be a bargain at two hundred and fifty théusand.
He al?o advised that BLUNDEN could ask COLINAGHIS to
:ﬁz ;Sgsg%ﬁf in Cottesmore Court against the final sale of

12,06,
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Extracted on:.eeeie.

0/G to 499 2931. GASKIN to Tony WINSTON.

He told TONY to make a note of the other number widch
reng up in the flat and explained that it was switched on
in the evening after six and all over the weekend. It
was 9X5xRE¥X.035 9293. It was also switched through
in the early mornings, GASKIN explained and it would save
the frustration of not being able to get through on the

. other number. GASKIN added -"Ihave had them up to look
at this thing and they said the whole thing needs re-
| wiring"., TONY repeated number - 935 9293 as he was
making a note of this.

16.39
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.L/b TONY WINSTON to GAS
During this convergation GASKIN ment: that he had had
look round BLUNDEN'Soffice at various thing:
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Loose minute

Copied to PF604582

K3/0 (in duplicate)

1. Thank you for letting me see Mr Pratt's loose
minute of 17 October and your comments thereon of

18 October relating to the forthcoming interview with
STRAIGHT and the possibility of involving him in a
confrontation with SIMON involving BLUNT.

- I should like to be consulted in detail before
any such ploy is undertaken. The presentation of the
BLURT case which we have made in Whitehall must in my
view inhibit any action which might affect the status
of that case or provoke a strong reaction from BLUNT.

J A Cradock

K7
MS Ext 470
22 October 1973
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Brian SIMON / Michael STRAIGHT

15 have already mentioned a point which the Consultant
has made to me which I think should be uhc subject of our
consideration..

2 When he was with the ROTHSCHILDs recently to interview
Alan EODGKIN, the Consultant took the opboruunity to ask
Lady ROLK“CEILD what progress had been made in soztening
up Brian SINON prior to our making an approach to him.
Although as planned she had had lunch with STMON, Lady
ROTHSCHILD had been unable %o bring him to the starting
gate as far as we were concerned. In her view the only
hope in doing so which now remalned lay in our using
Michael STRAIGHT.

2 The Consultant said that the reasoning behind this
wa.s thaﬁ STRAIGHT s who was a contemporary of SIION's at
Trinity (but not I suspect a close friend) should meet

the laxver and explain to him that like SIMON himself
-both Anthony BLUNT and he (STRAIGHT) had also been
recruited in the 1930s to spy for the Russians - and a
number of others had too. BLUNT and STRAIGHT, (and others)
had confessed their guilt some ten years ago and had

since then co- ope“ated with the Securluy authorities. He
could assure SIMON that nothing to their detriment had
resulted from confessing what they had done. Now that

he was disillusioned with the Russians why did not

SIION do the same?

4 I con51der1ng this suggestion two uhlngs which
bring into question its desirability come to mind at
once: it would be necessary

a) to shop BLUNT (and perhaps others)
b) to trust STRAIGHT

B I am airing this now because we are expecting to
hear at any time from SLO Washington that STRAIG :T is

on his way here for interview; it is therefore necessary
for a decision to be taken whether or not ILady ROTHSCHILD's
suggestion should be pursued




In my view the mein difficulty lies in the fact
our principal objective in seeing STRAIGHT again

@GN
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try to break through crucial parts of his story
. have always been unsatisfactory), first, his
for coming forward to say what he did when he
and secondly, to try to resolve the related
ion of how long he was under Russian control.
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5 With these objectives in mind I foresee some
pretty straight talking which could easily take us into
another CATRNCROSS situation - but I am sure we are in
duty bound to bring our doubts about him into the open.
In these circumstances the atmosphere generated by

such an interview/interrogation could well be less than
conduicive to asking STRAIGHT to run such an errand for
us.

Ig)'

ﬁ
o]

8 lloreover I am not sure whether I accept Lady
ROTHSCHILD's premise that STRAIGHT is the only way in

to SIIKON, There have been signs of his disenchantment
with the Russians over the last few years: the occupation
of Czechoslovakia; harassment of dissident intellectuals;
and now and I suggest by far the most important, as a

Jew he is likely to be bitter about Russian support for
The Arabs in the present war against Israel. ITf we

could find a way to exploit and capitalise on them,

these factors might of themselves bring him to the starting
gate. ’

S. Would you agree that we should arrange a2 discussion
with the Consultant as scon as he is available?

17 October 1973
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PFe04582

Note for file

BLUNT's current drinks bill
(for September only) is £96
(1nclud1ng VATD!) As he has been
abroad for a good deal of this
perlod it would seem that GASKIN
and friends have been imbibing

fairly freely.

/ /1 W//Vx

M Jowlln

K7/6
16 October 1973
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Note for file

BLUNT is“booked to stay at the
British School in Rome from October 4th
to November 5th and from December 5th
to Januvary 8th. He may of course
change his mind.

TN

M Howlin
K7/6
15 October 1973
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The Paul Mellon Centre for Studics in British Art (London) Limited
20 I!L()OMSI!URY SQUARE _LONDON WCTA 2NP 'l'l‘".Ll".l’ll()Nl-:'()l-sso 0311

: ADVISORY COUNCIL
Sir Anthony Blunt  Francis Haskell  Michacl Jalté  Oliver Millar  Sir JohnPo
Sir Norman Reid  Roy Strong P, J. B. Watson  Ellis Waterhouse
Director of Studies: EMis Waterhouse

pe-1 lcnncssy

Sir Anthony Blunt, KCVO,FBA, FSA, 24th September, 1973,
Courtauld Institute of Art, iy

20 Portman Square,

London, Wele

Dear Anthony,

Ellis has asked me to thank you for your letter of the 20th
September, which will be put before the Advisory Council at
their next meeting, Though you may be relieved to hear that
I am not taking your resignation personally, I am extremely
sorry you are retiring just as I have arrived. I know the
Mellon Centre is most grateful for all your help and support.

Yours ever,

Chon e

—

- Members: VALE UNIVERSITY K INOMAN-BRLWSTER JR(USA)® Citanbey i, FaviLon Je (USA)T JOUN & BCELUND (UYA)Y

JULES DL #KOWN (USA)® CHESTER KERK (USA) LOULY L. MARTZ (USA)
( *Board of Governurs)
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Note for file

BLUNT left for Italy on the
morning of 4 September (complete with
cholera vaccination). GASKIN is due
to follow him next Tuesday (ie 11 September).

2. 1 have asked A2A to suspend JB/1
and JB/3 until further notice. The
TOWROPE will be maintained until after
GASKIN's departure.

o 5/9’5/'4"/ Vi

1 v 4

;

» lﬁ7
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M Howlin
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11 September 1973
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1/C PAUL COOPER to GASKIN,

PAUL was just off to Italy. GASKIN reminded him that

would be there on and off in October, lovember and D

mostly at the British School in Houe, He should be
5

ten days for about ten days and then off again. AUL spoke of
how much he admired BIUNDEN. He had so much to admibe -
BIUNDEN had such skill and such charm in everything he performed
Ever since PAUL first met him in 1960 he had admired BLUNDEN's
fantastic way of behewing., He was so multi-lateral. le had
the ability to see who was who and what was what in any situatio
Both agreed he was rather a marvellous man. PAUL would be bacy
from Italy in the beginning of October and would be in touch

then. .
BEER8 21.,08.
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1/6 BLUNDEN to GASKIN.

BLUNDEN ringing from 1 ASKIN told him that both
George ZARNECKI c._nd Roy DleJ_S were away. ’i‘his neant there
was no one to see the new careteker in. He did not think he
should leave at this moment. ’l".c'r spoke of new caretaker who
k ou"LC be arriving next Saturday and ,Jotu agrea it was wise
to stey and BLUNDEN commented that he might arrange

retm'n a bit sooner. He would wander on a bit., GASKID

hin not to hurry as everything was under control. BLUNDEN
rer em,eu that he would return early but did not mention a date.
GASKIN then told .r' 2 that there was bad news about the in Lcoue tm.x*
as he (BLUNDEN) would have to produce a thousand quid. B
took this in his stride. TFurther jokes about this. ;B.e,,,uw,:ﬂ;%
send a telegram re his returgy. GASKIN repeated that he was ng

to bhurry.

22,24,
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Polish Cultural Institute

INSTYTUT KULTURY POLSKIE]

16 Devonshire Street, London, W1N IAG 626-6032-33

pear Sir/Medame,

The Polish Cultural Ingtitute in London haS great

plessure in inviting you o0 8n Exhibition of photographs

¢ @ memorable and very interesting

of horseq. This I

studv of the Areblan horses £ron the world fsmous Arabs’

ablee in Janow Podlaaki Poland.

Meny horses of this pread have peen bought for

e and Americe.

renound racing gtobles in Europ
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n Janéw pedlaskl for @ period of

Gedzaleki, pteyed 1
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Later when talking about future plans and possn.bn.hhies
of other flats JB. told RAY that in an attempts to
get a Grace a Favour appartment he had been told thaft

there was nothing. This was perfectly resonable beg ¢

because the appartments were so short that they wen

kept for people who were doing jobs. They were usug
for tem years before they were due to
added that he could have got onct

Hampton Court but thought it too far out.

dependent on libraries at the moment. )
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I/C HEIRY to GASKIN,
Conversation no interest
look for anotber flat.
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' ' { There was a pause

as GASKIN thought then he suddenly asked BLUNDEN. 5# [N2ZS

What is the bigegest shock of a person you have vV )\ fu

ever had in your life? l

B. What? What'is the...

G. The bigegest shock you have ever had about somebodf -
a friend.

Here there was a pause while JB. pondered. (The

question was slightly out of the blue and JB. possibly

a little surprised at it and wamermbodoo: wondering

he replied) -
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KIM. (Sounding emphatic).
KIN (repeating). | Oh well, of course, that was a
different thing wasn't it?
Different, yes. (S1ight nause.)
KIM must have been quite clever though - wasn't he?
Oh very - brilliant. (Said with admiration).
Because even when he was p...ed he never let anything
out did he?
No.
The only time I ever met him he was absolutely bogged
you know, | !
Oh I had forgotten you did - ever did meet him.
Yes, I met hin at uOORE‘s party. (MOORE CROGTHVAITE).
Oh, of course.
And he went back I think - and he never got back becaupe

he went - /

To Hoscow. ' '
Any of your friénds ring up about the Malcolm MUGGERID{E ﬁ,),s

thing about GUY. ]
No, no. (Slight pause) That was untrue. (He added) <1J[0!>)
Well, can't somebody bring that up? '
Ho. g
About his friends....?(very jumbled).
No, no, all kthat stuff about the millionaire's nest
etc.  The millionaires nest - 5
~He took to religion - hasn t he - MALCOLI?
B. Yes, he is ghastly now.
Well, I suppose he - I mean VICTOR ROTHSCHILD was a
millionaire,
. But it didn't belong to VICTOR.
_ Oh, who did it belong to then?
He. ‘
The flat was yours?
Yes - the lease - VICTOR gave it up. We took - we
took thé- lease over from him. He had nothing to do
with it at all. It was in my name and PAT, TESS and -

I, and whoever else was living there paid the rent.
Really. ' _/ :
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a5 4 | By o

Yes, it was like that.
I think Iou should point that out to him don't you?
I would very much like to but I Jjust can‘t

(he is so
(Il el i

M.,

And as for - I nean - you lnow - rather sugeesting
that it was richly furnished by VICIOR. I do
renenber that the only piece of VICTOR!'s furniture
was a nardrooef which got left in my room by
mistake when they cleared the furniture avay.

Wasn't it funny how our lives sort of intermingled
thers - with me/BoaRy %o™d11......

Yes.

He was a verye.... man if ever there was one.

m. (Agreeing) (Slight pause). And I mean
sitting - the Practitioner was the office - and him
saying that we sat in the Practioner's office, well)
we certinly never did that in our lives. Then
the club - in rich leather arm chairs -
liay be he sat in them. |
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Cutting from The Sunday Times.
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st 1973,

THE BLITZ, WHEN 1T CAME,
pave a gort of focus to our
axiste n((' at G1Q Hoine Forces.
[ nearly always went out when
t was on; often with Andreas
Vlayor, son of Killy's cousin
Jeatrice Mayor, occasionally
vith Graham Greene "

On one turbulent night—all
the sky alight and rent with
furious sounds—Andreas took
me to a basement flat in
Bentinck Street belonging to
Lord  Rothschild, where
Andreas’s sister, Tess—who
was mbseouem]v to marry
A\olmdmd—-was then staying.
Above was the office of The
Practitioner, in whose board-
room we lingered, seated,
lordly, on leather chairs, be-
fore venturing below. There
we found a gathering of dis-
placed mtelloctuals John
Strachey, J. D. Bernal, Anthony
Blunt, Gvy Burgess, a whole
m\oml,ionary Who's Who. It
was the only time I ever met

Burgess; and he gave me a
Jecllnf’ 'such as I have never
had from anyone else, of being
morally afflicted in some way.

His very physical presence was
to me malodorous and sinister;
as though he had some consums-
ing illness—like the galloping
consumption -whose sympioms
I had seen in my father’s
brothers and cou or lep-
rosy ‘as I remembered it in
India.

The impression fitted in well
enough with his subsequent
adventures; as did this million-
aire’s nest altogether, so well
set up, pxovu‘nw, among other
amenities, special rubber bones
to bite on 1f the stress m the
Blitz became too hard to bear.
Sheltering so distinguished a
company—Cabinet Minister-to-
be, honoured Guru of the Ex-
treme Left-to-be, Connoisseur,
Extraordinary-to-be, and other
notabilities, all in a seuse
grouped around Burgess,
Etonian mudlark and sick-toast
of a sick society, as beloved
along Foreign Ofifice corridors,
in the quads and the clubs, as
in the pubs among the pimps
and ponces and street pick- ups,
with their high voices and
peroxide hair. A true hero of
our time, who was to end his
days in Moscow; permitted
even there, for services ren-
dered, to find the male com-
pany he needed. Now gone to
Stalin’s bosom; hip before
hipsters, Rolling before the
Stones, acid-head before LSD.

There was not so much a
congpiracy gathered round
him as just- decay and dissolu-
tion. It was the end of a class,
of a way-of life; something that
would be written about in his-
tory books, like Gibbon on
Heliogabalus, with wonder and
perhaps hilarity, but still tin-
gcd thh sadness, as all endings}
are. e
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“h' DAM/T O'M Tadsitiat v 318t July 1973

Professor Sir Anthony Blunt KCvo
University or London

Courtauld Institute of Art

20 Portman Square

LONDON WIH OBE

Dear Sir
RE: YOUR SURTAX

We have now received from the Surtax Office at Thames
Ditton a letter concerning a Surtax Appesl which was
lodged some considerable while ago by Mr Edmonds against
the assessment for 1970/1971. This is the year prior
to that for which the Writ has been issued. The Revenue
/71 they propose adjusting their
assessment which earlier stood at £5,100 income to Lb,547,
The tax on this revised assessment is €965.27., The method
of calculation is shown on the enclosed statement,

You will see that for remuneration there is a fipure shown
or £6,5690, The earnings you received from the University
of London for this year amounted to £6,390.50, according
to the Payroll Officer and we assume that a further £500
was received from the Barber Institute of Arts, If this is
the case the Revenue's figure on that would be correct,-

With regard to the figure inserted by the Revenue in the
Statement for Journalism, we are not surec how they arrive

at this, The other figures would appear to be substantially
correct, ;

We enclose herewith Remittance Advice in case you wish to

Ry

4k thre esoesscont/d,

3 Logware Londnan Wil 3oL Twleptine OV- 610 4777 3/4
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PROFESSOR_SIR ANTHONY BLUNT KCVO 3IST JULY 1973

scttle this tax, If you do settle it would you please
let us know,

Yours faithfylly

/

i
CLAYTON &1\2/5115 & CO
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THE SURTAX OFFICE INLAND REVENUE
LYNWOOD ﬂOAD*T“AMES DITTON——SURREY
Telophone: 01-398 4242 Ext: 197

SURTAX 1970—71

.eference: ST. 884=045-1
Your reference GE/SEK Name Profossor Sip Anthony F Blunt

(N
Journalisa 1T 1970/
Remuneration do

8 A—————— .

e ettt st e

Earned Income

Less Retirement Annuity Reliof as allowed forincome tax 1970-71 £
Lossrelicf as allowed forincome 1ax1970-71 2gainst carned incom.e o

Deduct: :
(i) earnedincomerelief 3 . £
(1) excessover £2,000.¢f earned Income less (i) (maximum £2,000) & 2,070 3,698
Balance chargeable o surtax 5,692

Inte-est 5 As returned for IT asst

oo concur DG il Fi

Savings bank interest exempted from incoma tax 1970-71 ; £

£
costol L
Addition for Income tax at 41 .25%

B
S W

duilding Society Interest

Other Income

Dividends A3 returned
Yarriage Settlement = 200
“state of lrg H V Blunt deconged Ao reported

L T

Personal Allowances (less £325)

e e s o
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crossed
Comprroiier Generat (Casrar)
Biock, Bamngton Road, WORTHING, Sussex

mads payable W0 7
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the file owner

1/C Pete:
During idle chatuer 1
had been isgsued against BLUL DL
had not got round to iL.
peor ‘a.c that he did not get his
Uv bad tirade against I
ack on the bottle
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DR Amba
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JT Nah i€ o Telex. 886719 ndiit

Armitage
LW Froten St

S,/ubhcnson Harwood & Tatham | S v i
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PERSONAL

professor Sir Anthony Blunt, K.C.V.O

Courtauld Institute of Art, Ourref 8
University Of London, : e

20 Portman Scuarc,

London wlll OLE. 3 : e 5 ko

Dear Anthony,

Home House Trustees = Count Sellern

Ang to the Lcn“*‘cntiwl nwturc of the matter concerned
Cwing Lo C

T think I sheuld send ) you, as I do, my flrm's account to date
in connection with L“c Sallern mattor

ver, there will be further developments.

’

Yours LJOP,

[ lalt
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Callzs Lunatof London re2
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Our tef E.1324l 8-

y 2 your ref
s0ME BOUSE TRUST!;‘.ES
20 PORT?"JN SQU\RE t
N 4 0 - (:wurmmy 26 JULY 13

LOXDON, wlil OBE.
lhlll No 1750

lltgultml VAT No
24 W

T our ptofcmoml charges fof the penod
1973 in respect of count Seil

Also in respect of the pcriod April to
1973.




LAy 4y

%J:...“
_.\_..‘ !
M
-,1’ :
| M)
__,.ﬁ (N
N

|

deJ .




X

, SECRET

BBy | LUIWLDUL

& \

/

_—

i st e SR

37 MAIDA VALE
LONDON wWo 1Tw
Clayton, L.each, Sims & Co.

SOLITITORS
5 € Joones UL @
TOMAELSIOND Ky LOR OATHS

Tetephona 01 - 286 2284

DAM/T O'M cwe25th July 1973

Professor Sir Anthony Blunt KC
University of London

Courtauld Institute of Art

20 Portman Square

LONDON WIH OBRE

Dear Sir

N U P sy g

RE: YOUR SURTAX

Thank you for your letter of the I7th instant which was
received here on the 23rd and crossed in the post with
our letter to you of the I9th, The Assovssment is made

on a figure of £I,060,00 and H M Inspector of Taxes,
Cardiff has told us that this arises from the M E Blunt
Trust under which H M Inspector says your share is £1,060,
If this figure is correct then the tax, we think, is
correctly assessed, We have though made a note to lodge

an Appeal unless we hear from you further before the I3th
August noxt,

Yours l’uI}hrl))] y
il
CLAYTON LEAHEESTMS & co

ncorparating
Wainwriight & Co

Chttord Baron & Lake

Lonsultant
RB Y Kean MA And at 18 Badlord Square, London WCIB 3L Telephone 01-636 4272/3/4
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Desk Officer Use

BLUNDEN and GASKIN were having a2 discussion about flats
=3
sonmeone about
leases and building societie He wanted to get busy

A O

about it all., BLUNDEN mentioned the Barbican. GASKIN

about it - he thought that it was certainly worth looking
into. He mentioned that his KEGEHEGHEE nephew-in-law,
JULIAK, was involved wi architecturally.

says that they need two sitting rooms

bedrooms. GASKIN suggests teking steps in -
direction in September.

BLUNDEN told him that his plens were not yet completely
fixed. He mentioned there being & party on the 10th and
11th of August and ‘'something else'! on the 18th. He
would have also to be back from the 27th of September
to the 3rd of October.

References to last night's visitors - FAUL and VICTOR

GASKIN had not reelized they knew each other. He asked
at what time they had left? About 11.0, said BLUNDEN.
* TOP SECRET |
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There was

svening.

to the i

about an

remarks

nothing to rev

'any news! from the

'no% References then by

rice for ANDY, BLUNDEN gent on

ibition at the V& A worth his while

exh

e. Long pauses end x

between BLUNDEN and GASKIN followed.
(XJB/3)

ort on JB/1 all day end

{
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DA"/T O'M Your Het

" Dare I9th July 1973

Professor Sir Anthony Blunt XCVO
University of London

Courtauld Institute of Arg

20 Portman Square

LONDON WIH OBE

Dear Sir
RE: YOUR SURTAX

We refer to our letter of the IIth July and to our
subsequent telephone conversation., We have accordingly
informed the Solicitor's Office of the Inland Revenue
that we shall accept service of the Writ on your
behalf., As we mentioned in our letter to you, the
Revenue say that this Surtax is based on an estimated
income of £6,300 for the year 71/72. We have ir our
file what would appear to be a copy of a Return for
that year which shows gross earnings from the Courtauld
Institute at £5,440, as Adviser to the Barber Institute
of Arts £500.00, Literary and other earnings £1,517.00,
gross income from M E Blunt's Will Trust of £296.00

and Dividend Interest etc already taxed of £332,00., This
being the case, it would appear that your gross income
for that year was in excess of the Revenue's estimate
and the Surtax would no doubt be payable though in
exactly what sum we are not yot sure, Wo heliove that
Surtax is puyable on your fncome in OXtvuonn 0f £2,000
wnd dn payishle on the gross fncome from ull souroos
aftor deduoting the admissable chareos on the income,
certain personal allowances, carned income relief as
allowed for Income Tax,

When we have received the Writ, we shall try and
negotiate a settlement with H M Inspector but it might

seooecont/d,

Uedford Scuare Londun WCID 3L Telephone OV-616 4272 3/4
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PROFESSOR SIR ANTHONY BLUNT KCVO

19TH _JULY 1973

be as well if your new Accountant could be given the

opportunity of perusing the papers before any sottlomont
negotiated is paid,

We have very recently heard from the Inspoctor of Taxes
concerning vour Income Tax and refers to tho [ncome Tax
return submitted for the year 1971/72. Tho Inspoector -
points out that the Capital Goains Section of this Roeturn

was left blank and is asking for o Statemont of assots
disposed of (if any) and assots acquired in the your

ended S5th April 1971, The Inspector goos on Lo say that

he understands that certain sharos wore transforrod to

you when the I V Blunt Marriage Sottlomont wias wound up

on the 12th November 1969 and that Schoedulos of dividond
income for the years to 5th April 1970 to the same date

in 1971 do not appear to include the additional share
holdings, nor apparently were the holdings roturncd us

assets acquired in the year to 5th April 1970, Theo

Inspector goes on to say that he has boen advised by H M
Inspector of Taxes, Richmond District that there are

Capital Gains assessable for 1970/71. These arising from

the M E Blunt Trust and your share is £I1,060, The asscssment
will be issued within the next few weeks or so.

PITRY N s anio o s GRS AR S

o

Would you please let us have details of any assets acquired
or disposed of during the year ended 5th-April I97I or
alternatively put us in touch with the Accountants so that
they may take the matter up so te speak from the outset.

Yours fait ;;}ly
1 pinlf
CLAYTOR 1ASEIL-SIMS & €O
A ,A.’,\//

T T ine, o lic o S = e
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Then after a pause BLUNDEN announced(in slightly
incredulous voice) -"I see there is another
bibgraphy of KIM come out". Oh really, WILFRED
replied and continued with unintelligible burble.

TOP SECRET
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JB. almost immedistely went on to ask if he had
tpead a book that came oubt,about a fortnight ago
think,about JULIAN BELL and JOHN CORNFORD.
(lote. The John CORNFORD who was a close assoclatg
of James KLUGHAN at Cambridge and a member of the

C.P. He was killed in '37 in 8panish Civil war).

And on&ghe Cambridge Intellectuals and the early

Marxist period. It was by two queer Americans,
somehow managed to - in an absolutely unbelievabl
way-really to get into the mood of the period.”
WILFRED thought that very clever of them.
BLUNDEN - "Yes, they really managed to get under
the skin of the whole thing."

JILFRED commented that there had been a tremendoy
glut on books on the Bloomdsbury set of the '30s
and here spoke of RUTH BERNARD or GERNARD /483
absolutely enthralled by this and she had nade
a study of subject. He had had lunch with them
the other day and had discussed the topic.

There was a pamse and BLUNDEN made wnintelligiblg
aside. TheaWILFRED emerged to relabe that he
was a pupil of... (name herdbut not gettable) .
Possibly this referred to BERNARD or GERNARD.
Oh was he,BLUNDEN commented sounding interested.
Another wmintelligible remark by WILFRED to which
BLUNDEN replied that fvom the reviews he had got
the impression that he had lost the scale. (ph)
WILFRED did not think this was so vast and con-
tinued imth an unalidible comment. Then there was
a pause while they brooded.

2l.42. BLUNDEN emerged with comment that he found it
very difficult to assess. To this WILFRED
replied - "but you did lmow the whole set-up so
well and everyo\ﬁy involved."

BEUNDEN - "Well, I lmew everybody involved but
none of them uelJ_. A:m to a certain extent it
was da,J.lDerutbs]( ph) out of it. '
I could/§ quite decide how - but I never wented,

TOP SECRET
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Well, I never wanted to get to know - LITTLE
(ph - or LIDDLE) I liked very much but I sseese
(unaidible here)... But well, somehow I think
€VEeN.sses reaction against the %/tmag

The set-up was even worse.,”  WILFRED broke in
with agreeing comment about it being appalling
and then with an inaudible additional remark.

He then recalled that the only time he had met
"hin" wag in fact with BLUNDEN, On that occasion
they had just been going into the Gallery on

the corner of Grafton Street. And 'he' had

just come out and BRUNDEN had introduced them
to each other, That was the ohly occasion on
which WILFRED had met"him" but he was glad to
have done 80 because ‘he' was so exactly like

"hig® booke.

They digressed on the making of coffee here and

WILFRED wandered out followed shortily by
BLULIDEN,
It remained quiet in here until coverage

dropped.

Desk Officer Use.
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‘A

.

All this of no
consequence, except that during it JB. mentioned
that he would be going to Germany for the secomd
wmmk half of July. Then hoped to be away in
Rome for October, Hovember and December - but

possibly back occasionally in between, He also

referred to being away the second half of August

until the middle of September,
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Desk Officer Use

BLUNDEN and ROBIN CHANCELLOR in conversation whilst
having a drink,

ROBIN was talking ebout friends of his, VERONICA
JACQUELILINE, VERONICA in particular was

friend whom he had known for

ANDY . In the midst of this

£

his mother who had asked -! where did ANDY meet ."'JITEEOD#Y

CorirHEY ROBIN -'I know that AWDY met [ in the tusiish
GostinNgG
PF. qute’]

baths in Paris'. A slight laugh by both after which
ROBIN continued -'I only know that he met you through
GUY'. BLUNDEN -'Through GUY, yes'. ROBIN quotes
heving said -'I said, well, they moved in

art world, and, how can one possibly tell'. ROBIN
said that it seemed such a curiong thing to want to
¥now after all these 30 years or so. BLUNDEN agreed-
1it's very odd'. ROBIN -'Very odd, lan't it'%

He hed sald -'how do you meet peop BLUNDEN -
1T don't remember, but I have no doubt it was through

GUY'.
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CostiNG

ROBIN continued by mentioning SN :cying that

sh baths in had become quite a family

78.-..

the turki

joke. The turkish beths were next to the Hungarlan

S

body asked, he quotes -'we met in the

(lavg

tand

Legation.
hter).

o

they both discovered they

1i-kept by the

same

v oo

LI

and that was a grezt sort of bond', agreed

it must have been dand this ROBIN

to fefer to thé

A
& T3

embered.

alw

Hungarian eys be

3 i iy
BLUNDEN recall ge

ting VERONICA

'(._)

once whilst he we
with !

Service?!

of Housing?

could not be heard due to bed quality of reception.

ROBIN, in connection with VEROHICA and JACQUELLIR E [

=rTT
a5 s R MY

o

IPS, as

'v ’{] LG'

ROBIN had met ANDY in 16

'
had gone away

ving to Arosa,

lunching with PHILIPS whom he

saw about PHILIPS had remarked

about GUY know he's really &

Wl
o ou

Commmist in those days,

v
DARTN ;P | - 3 2
ROBIN, being rather naive

1 said in his letter to ANDY who had

guoted what he hac
badly and would't spesk to

for years. They eventually met casually in a

thostrs or sonevhere

fover
L4
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lmew very little abbut it
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1.

seemed to say that he had himself been under

come about
(in
ROBIN said that he really did not know himself,
BLUNDEN -!'Well, I'm pretty certe T remember GUY
phed -'it's very
irly sure of tha
seid -
sort of various

commmist spy and I don't know

BLUNDE] hat there had been

r AR e Y Lladk B
Dlau NN 2Deaue Cia L 0B e. sSure the

2 . QPR 50 RRIREEE, IR !
g bresk in 3 relationshipe.

g -

b3 3

The conversation changed. ROBIN offered to help him
+o prepare the food. They discussed this and left for

Ty /7

the kitchen. (XJB/3)

BILUNDEN and ROBIN were preparing and eating a meal.
Nothing of interest to be heard and conversation was

largely ebout drawings. (JB/1)
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Desk Officer Use

Addendum.

TOM BROCKLEBANK asked BLU.DEN if he had read
J.B.'s book? BLUIDEN said he had and TOil asked
what it was like as he apparently had not read it.
BLUNDEN gave his opinion which indicated that he
thought the book unreasonably dull. Both agreed
that MASTERMAN had no business to write the book
anyway. TOHM presumed he had to show the book
before it was published., BLUNDEN made indudible
reply to this guestion and went on to explain
how HASTERMAN had been asked, after the war, to
write up on certain spheres and this had sold up
to some thousand copies. BLUNDEN levelled
some critisism and added that Tommy HARRIS had been
of the same opinion, He again stressed that
J.Ce!'s book was wnreasonably dull., TOHM commented
hat everything BLUIDEN had told him had been
what he would have expected of MASTERMAN and added
further comment that MASTERMAN could not have been
honest with himself, BLULDEN continued to relate
that MASTERIAN had been a sort of P.A. to T.A.R.
ROBERTSON, who had formed the Section and was, in icT

the only career men in the Section. The others

were people like TO.IY who had come in from autside,i
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e went on to explain that J.C.'s first book

had been witten after the war. In each
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case after the publications they (the Office) had i

been on the opinion that they could not prosecute

so didtinguished a figure. He repeated his l

comment of the dullness of the book on so splend
an operation created by TO/Y (HARRIS), adding
that, in fact, TOMX had written up the whole

operation - this had been totally illiterate but
brillisnt. TOM renmarked that his knowledge
of this had been very sketchy. Then digressing
on TOMY HARRIS' gallery in Spain they drifted
away. TOM said he rmust go and BLU.DEN evidently
saw him out.
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Clayton, Leach,
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COMN HEION R FOR CATHS

DAM/T O'M o ! . 11th July 1975
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Professor gir Anthony pBlunt KCVO
University of London

Courtauld institute of Art

oQ Portman square

LONDON will OBE

pear Sir Anthony
RE: YOUR SURTAX

we have heard from the golicitor's orfice of the
Inland Revenue that a writ has been igsued uguinst

you claiming £885,.00 surtaxe The golicitor's ofrfice
enquired whether weé had instructions to accept gervice
of the writ on your behalfe

we tclcphoucd the Revenue who tells us that this claim
is based on an agsessment for Surtax for the year
1971/72 and is based on an estimated income of £6,300.
we do not have any record of receiving an ussuusmont

for Surtax for the year in question and we are

wondering whe ther you received it directe The Revenue's
solicitor did not know to whom the Asuussment was sent.

we should be obliged to hear {rom you as soon as possible
whether you wish us t servic 4 e Writ on

your behalf or whe ther igh the Reve endeavour
to effect personal gervice upon you.

1f the Revenue are correct in saying
Assessment was delivered aga

lodged, they are also correc

is immediately due and sayable.
recall in earlier correspondcnce

was agreed that future tax affail
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/C from PETER LASKO, from Norwich, to ELUNDIN.

Ringing to let him lmow the outcome of a meeting.
There mey be the question now of either DLUNDIN
being elected 'for the schooll

As regerds meetings Il EN makes ‘ that he will
from the 17th or 18th of July until the end of the

He will be here & good desl of / | Ar

to be here almost anytime. i mentions his sal
bef?inhing during the middle September when he will
Italy where he will stay -n’ln more or less the end o
He mayy possibly have to come back for a 'management’ doubt it
DLUNDEN then ramembers that he has to be back to go to Brusséls
round about September 27th - he adds -'if I've got to come back to
go to Brussels I shall no doubt come here'. He then mentions th 123 A
it is connceted with the opening of an exhibition where he widl have
to go to give a lecture, he will however find out the exact date.
LASKO says that end oi Sel.tembcr may be & good time although it
would naturally depend on all the others concerned. BLUNDEN woul
rather not make it on into Odpber. Further about noninations for the
British School appointment.

)
or L

A3

-

19.26
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NOTE FOR FILE
PF 604582

| of PLS rang me today to ask for
PF 604582 which he had reouested on 1C June. He was
under the impression that the subject of the file was
one Ray Peter GIBBS. . I informed him that this was not
the case but that GIBBS was a close friend of the file-
owner whose name I did not mention.

2. It ranspires that GIBBS was arrested at Tilbury
on 9 June in connection with the theft of a motor-car
part. He is due to appear in court next week. Special
Branch will be sending a report in due course.¥ I
emphasised that GIBBS was not cf security interest.

/7/:7[/ %)274

M Howlin

KT
20 June 1873
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0/G BLUNDEN to Harlow
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NOTE FOR FILE
PF 604582

Mr and lMrs COCK - caretakers at
the Courtauld for a number of years -
have now retired to Brightlingsea.

2l It is understood that a new caretaker

is to be engaged in the near future.

il .

M Howlin




NOTE FOR FILE
PF 604582

T visited A2A on 13/6/73 to listen
to the conversation between Tess ROTHSCHILD
oand BLUNDEN which took place on 1/2/73.

2 I listened very carefully, several
times to the passage relating to 'George'.

I am sure that the name given was TOMKINS or
possibly TOMSKI. It was definitely not
THOMP SON.

&% From the context of the conversation

and the tone of their voices I am almost sure
that they were speaking of a Russian.

//Ml/%ujzlk ‘

M Howlin

hile" / mw M T /<3/£w/’ A /;;/4/73
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During conversation with John GOLDING which was of no interest

otherwise GASKIN commented that he hoped that while he was avay
BTITDNTN 2oy Fan 1 e NAY T s )'r: 1 e -

= ’ - ;U,./:‘__.d wouldn't have RAY GISBS round all the time and get on
the booze.
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___THE BRITISH S8CHOOL AT ROME
61, VIA GRAMSCI
00197 ROME

TeLepHONE 870613

7tk June 1973

Dear Anthony,

You are always getting sabbatiocal terms, but at least 4t

P et R Y

is nice that you like to spend them with use.
A room for Sir Blunt shall be available wdquring a good deal
of October, November and December”, In due coursae let us know

more precisely.

Yours ever,
‘\\\}§~vx L
‘)I. -Perkins

e T AT TR TN T
<

et

Sir Anthony Blunt,
Courtauld Institute of Art,
20 Portman Square,

London W1H OBZ.
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I/C call to GASKIN - BLUNEN answered in

A s

GABK N bo ‘\;O Ulv.u.v‘,.a..

told her that he wanted to find out -'t

is a number which has been installed on new
and I want to find oubd how long it has
Operator hed no idea as there were ]
"70 this could not be found outb. ~ask =
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ch ", were given, GASEIN then told ] " sudder ly we dis- :
covered that a new telephone had been p - ..Ler building end
we were just wond erv“f, who had been gi n the O""‘.&C.*.u to do
it, I tell you what I will do
back again emd they will probably 1
in o whole new s/board about three
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