PF 604,584/V8
PF 604,584/V8

PHILBY, HAROLD ADRIAN RUSSELL

SA/vP8S'v09 4d

- SEE ALSO LIST INSIDE COVER

Star Star

Star
Serial No Designation Date Serial No  Designation Date

Serial No Designation

S. 960 Edn2

PF 604,584/V8




last Berial ih vol. 7 dated 9.9.530
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volume 8

353

17¢9e 55 From American Embassy mentioning PACH.

17.9.53 To G.P,0. suspending check on GARGOUR ET FILS
354
21.9.53 Note by B.2.,B re imposition of observation on I'HILBY.

355.
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356.

2?2.9.53 B.5 report F.153/28

23.9,53 B.5 report F.1 $3/29
. 358

2359, 53 N.D.O instruction re PEACH observation

359.

23.9.53 N.D.O's report re PEACH's movements

360,

B.5 report F.153/30
25.9.53 B.5 report No. F.153/31

25.9.53 N.D.O report re PEACH's movements

—

26.9,53 B.5 report F,153/32
364,

26.9.53 N.D,O, report re PRACH's movements
365.

28.9.53 B.5 report F.153/33
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366.

28.9.53 N.D.O. report re PEACH's movements
29.9.53 B.5 report F.153/34 further to 36la

367.

B.5 report F,153/35
N.D.O. report re PEACH's movements

368.

30,9453 B.5 report xe F.153/36
"‘OL Q v (~4 '.‘)' Tyvem American Tmbhagavy re . Tntery 1ew wit W ORT.OV re, ™R 7,=“"1;‘

30.9.53% . report re PEACH's movements
369.

1.10.53  B.5 report F.153/37

2,10,53  B.5 report F.153/38

7

341053 B.5. report F. 153/359.

Be5. repvort 153/40.

5¢10e53.

573

70 10. 55. Be 5. repf)'r‘b Pe 155/)4.1 ®

374 "'

15.10.53 Copy of T.C. on PEACH indicating that IONIDES had & job in mind for him  37hka

375.

16.10,53 Extract from T.C.

16, 10,53, ment, PHITRY,

19.10, 53 Extract from T.C,




MINUTE SHEET Reference

N 277
’{\\b : 37%.

¢®_through B,2;B. .0

o
You will see from the T.C. extracts at 374a, 375a, 376a
a proposal that PHILBY should be employed as a consultant on
international affairs by the Society of British Aircraft
Cons tructolrs. SRR '

and to have
been approved in principle by the director. The latter is
probably Mr, BOWYER. Both and BOWYER are well known
to A/Cdr. raynter,

Paynter tells me that all the S.B.A,C. staff are vetted,
but that an appointment may easily be made before the vet is
carried out, When I told him that someone in whom we are
interested might be applying for a S,B,A.C, post, he 8aid that
he would very much like to tip off

Shall we discuss the position ?

s

JeH 3 C.A.G, Simkins
i, note re, PHULBY being employed as International Adwisor to
. - .C.
22,10,53, on MOU, 8325 re, Kim's job,

22,10, 53.

378.

610, 53“ hxt., from T/C on PRACH re, his father giving him £100,

379.

Ext, from T/C ment, PEACH's employgent,

Ext. from T/C re, PRACH, |
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51.10.53

Extract from T.C. cancelling party with IONIDES

583

Extract from T,C = Kim and Aileen dining with ICNIDES

084,
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keep clear of this problem,

it is immortant that you should know
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23.11.53.

23,11, 53.

23+11e53.

‘.11.53
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MINUTE SHEET

Ext, from T/C on PEACH, re. his doing & book review,

Ext, from T/C on PEACH, re. his going to Nottingham,

388.

D.1 note on events of 22.11.53.
To G.P.0. reimposing T.C. Nos. 2178 and 2141

389.

We shall now have to consider whether or not Mrs. PHILBY
ought to be seen. My own view is that she should be.

Against seeing her are these considerations: -
(a) Being in a very nervous state, and having a doubtful
respect for the truth, it is likely to prove very difficult
to determine how much of anything she tells us is reliable.
(b) If we interview her, PHILBY himself is likely to became
aware of the fact, whether or not she tells him herself.
If, whether accurately or not, he obtains the impression
that she had volunteered information to us about him, this
would finally remove all hope of a reconciliation between
him and her. This would be unfortunate, and it has always
been our policy so far as is possible to avoid any action
which might further increase FPHILBY's personal and family
difficulties.

In favour of owr interviewing her are these points:-
We have been told that she wishes to be interviewed by us.

We have been told that she is convinced of PHILBY's "guilt",
and given to understand that she may have some information
bearing on this. I think we ought to know of what she thinks
PHILBY guilty, why she thinks in this way, and whether she in
fact has any information whatever bearing on PHILBY's guilt
or innocence.

If Mrs. PHILBY is seen at all, I suggest that ghe should be seen

jointly by yo
. M
J. C. Robertson.
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26.11.53. Note on the FHIIBY cease.

391.

26.1_1.5;. To G.P.0. suspending Lines 2178 and 2141.
26.11.53 T.C. showing PHILBY's prospects with TAYLOR

;SO
PR
(ofled s

As requested I have prepared an up to date note
on the PHILBY case, for use by the Director General if he
requires it (390a). 7

.

D.1. J. C. Robertson.
27¢11:5%

7

é.cr. through D.D.G.

You asked for a summary of the PHILBY case for
the information of the Home Secretary. D.1's note at
390a, which I think sets out the position with as much
clarity and brevity as is possible, is submitted.

At minute 389 is canvassed the advisability of
interviewing Mrs. PHILBY. T think that the arguments
against seeing her should include this: that if, as is
probable, PHILBY himself becomes aware that such an
interview is to be or has been held, that knowledge
might possibly turn the scale in favour of his fleeing
the country as well as contribute to the break-up of
his marriage. However, we are at present in no
position to assess with any precision the likelihood
of his departing., Mrs, PHILBY's fears, as described
on page 1 of 388a, seem to be based on wholly insub-
stantial grounds. They are intuitive, not logical,
She is in a highly neurotic or hysterical state and
she is undergoing treatment from a psychiatrist who,
ag far as T can see, himself tends to encourage her
apprehensions.

The basic facts, in my opinion, are put in (a)
and (b) at the end of minute 389, PHILBY, though we
cannot prove it, must be presumed to have been a Russian
agent, His wife represents that she has information
for us which bears on that. An interview with her
affords some hope of taking this very important case a
gtage further, No other step that I can see affords
such a hope. We should therefore see her, accepting
such risks as may be involved. I should be ready to
’ug“x@e_x‘:_.tqlgg the interview jointly with D.,1, as he proposes.

i P ikt

G.R. Mjtchell
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interviewed,

)V F i DHTIRY
Mrs. FHILBY,

secing her berause you Gﬂﬂ3rublﬂa
and that she has information she
give us about her husband's case,
IBY chooses ay to h husband, if
about thlo Jnuﬂrvﬂo\ is her own affair
make any conditions with her
is or is not to ”lj-

While I cannot believe that there can be any
lcﬁal onJectnonu to tlls 001r e of action, I am
Do Ge 1nuthf the file tkvo Lefle and should 1ike
“jxun to consider it from tﬂl; angle,

2.12.55, RN.G&G ton.lg

DI

e i
¥ &y

b a‘f“imh
I have considered the proposition put np, that we
should take advantage of Mrs. PHILRY's offer to provide
information, and you ask for my advice as to whether
there is any objection to our seeing her, from the
legal angle. My answer to this is cleaprly that there
is none. In fact I think it is our constitutional
duty to see her if we think she is in a 1oslfwnn to
fnrnisn any information. In fact in an important case
like this, I think we should see her even though I see
th: difficulties which are wvery clearly put in the
preceding Minutes
I share strongly the views expressed by you at
: in Min. 394, namely, that before seeing Mrs. PHILBY
we should ascertain whether there are any medical
reasons why she should not bp interviewed. I should
like if possible Mrs. PHILBY's medical adviser to give
an opinion as to whether her mental state is such that
she is likely to speak the truth.

e B.e by
518, 53, B.A, Hill, —

D. note re interview with PROCTOR ment, PRACH,
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Do1.A. Miss McBdrnet.

”~

o To see recent minutes.

Please let me know if there is any information
from the PHIIBY T.C. relevant to the projected interrogation

of Mrs. PHTIBY. /

. Robertson.

reyn-dts‘ &'Qe@, e
e

/2/ %
D.1. has suggested that you might like to see the
letter and note at serial 339za in volume 7 attached, before
interviewing Mrs, FPHITLBY,

A

A W a4
i L,\‘\(« \'\\ ( ) ds: CRN/ Wy (

E. McBarnet.

!

D.1.4, minute re, PEACH T/C.
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Please see notes at - and 402a,

It should be explained that in our interview with
on 16 December, which had had to be postponed

until then because of : absence abroad, D,1 and I did
our utmost to give him a clear and concise brief, in accordance
with (a) of minute 394, to ask whether in his
opinion there were objections on medical grounds to Mrs, PHILBY
being interviewed by the Security Service, The answer is
covered by paragraph 2 of 402a; but I am not satisfied that
Elliott put the question to in such a way that
the latter realised that that was our sole purpose in inviting

to see him or that he was being asked for a formal
medical opinion. What I think happened is that ;
engaged in a long friendly gossip with in the
course of it asking, as if by the way, what he thought about
a Security Service visit to Mrs. PHILBY; and that
without considering the matter carefully, expressed himself in an
adverse sense as much on the grounds that Mrs, PHILBY would be
unlikely to respond freely as on medical grounds, My doubts
on this point illustrate the difficulty of meaking any sense of
this case while " has to be used as a go-between.
I should not, in any event, be inclined at this stage to regard
' | expression of opinion as constituting a final
barrier to a Security Service interview with Mrs. PHILBY, although
it will no doubt have to be deemed a barrier unless he reconsiders
it.

Ve /}.[{'4 At

D.
28.12.53 G.R. Mitchell

40k,

___Ext, from D,1,A, interview with Mrs, BASSETT ment., PHILRY
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Please see recent serials in this file,

6-"/7“0(_([*

Ge.Re Mitchell,

420,

AT AR T e D. note re interview with on 26.1.54 concerning
recent developments in, and future handling of, Mrs, PHILBY's case

Please see note at 420a., In effect
the medical ban is on again,

Lo R ket

G.R, Mitchell,

L23,

18280, Telecheck on PEACH mentioning possibility of
BBC post and discussion of security problem

with Captain L.iddell,

yoh.
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PF 604584 "

a new turn had developed in Kim PHILBY's
relations with his wife. During the past few weeks the
drunken brutality with which he had been treating her has
given place to kindness. He is seeing more of her although
still living apart during most of the week, and his attitude
is quite different from before, Mrs, PHILBY is radiantly
happy at this development and hopes now to make a go of the
merriage after all, In the present very delicate relation-
ship between husbend and wife, thought that
it would be dangerous to inject new emotional matter into
it by an interview with Mrs. PHILBY in which the issue at
stake would be the loyalty of her husband to his country.

I said that I thought his opinion unchallengeable and that

I did not expect the Security Service to challenge it. I

was fortified in taking this view by the consideration that
the chances of Mrs. PHILBY saying something derogatory of
her husband (even if she knows anything substantial, which
I doubt), which was always a slender chance, has dwindled

to vanishing point in the new circumstances.

THIS IS A COPY 3 |
ORIGINAL DOCUMENT RETAINED 7. Rtk Ak

IN DEPARTMENT UNDER SECTWON
3(4) OF THE PUBLIC RECORDS GeR. Mitchell,
ACT 1958 APQ\. 202

Do
27 01e5ks




THE ORIGINAL DOCUMENT

RETAINED IN DEPARTMENT
UNDER SECTION 3(4) OF
THE PUBLIC RECORDS
ACT 1958.




Note,

With reference to Mr, Robertson's note of b L TGRN =0
can make the following comments;-

On the 1 September, 1953 Aileen FHIIRY left Rickmansworth
to go to stay with Lady FFOULKS, Elmsley, Yoxford, Suffolk,
‘Before*leaving she asked the Rickmansworth Police to keep an eye
on the house while she was awav, She took the yvounger children
with her and Josephine was staying with her grandmother Mrs,
ALTEYNE in T.ondon,

was nothing to revort on the Chorley Wood telephone lin .

19.16 hours on the 7 September, 1953, the child .Josephine rang
up and spoke to her mother at Rickmansworth and at 20,18 hours
Kim PHTLBY rang up to ask Aileen about the holidav and about
everyone's health, It would appear from t} last conversation
that although Kim PHIIBY was away from his office during the
time Aileen was staying in Suffolk, they were not together, i
is thought, but cennot be positively stated, that Kim PHILBY was
away on a motoring holiday with Constance ASHLEY JONES.

From the 1 September, 1953 until 7 September. 1953 there
S

There is no record whatsoever of the telecrsm which Aileen
PHITIBY has alleged that she received on the telephone on the
evening of the 6 September and there is no doubt that had such
a call been received it would have been recorded, Tt appears
to me that this whole story is a fiement of Aileen PHTIRY's

1m .y B SR
1imagination,

It mav be worth recordinge that not verv lonc after thi g
fact on the 20 September, 1953,, Aileen PHITRY told her mother
that she had been bothered by the press on the subject of Vielinda
MACIEAN's disappearance. Q%e told her mother = complicated
story about receiving

in touch with Kim at the Athenseum snd at his mother's flat

s e

two press telephone calls and tryinge to get

None of these slleged calls are recorded either on the evlinders
or in the notes of the precedding week and it would seem that the
whole story was a fantasy,

. NMcBarnet,

n
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P.F, 604,564

B

Extract from Who's Who re, Francis Twvall BIRCH,

BIRCH, Francis Lyall, C,M,G, 1945: O,R.E,(1919);
M.A,; P.R,Hist,S.: attached to a Dept. of Foreign
Office since 1939; TLt-Cmdr, R,N.V.R.: author,
producer, and actor; b, 5 Deec, 1889; 3rd s. of John
Arden Birch and the late Viscountess BRarrington:

m, 1919 Vera Benedicta Gage, sister of Viscount Cage,
0. Ve Educ, : Eton; King's College, Cambridge,
Exhibitioner in lModern Tanguages. 1909: Foundation
Scholar in History, 1911; 1st class Part I, of the
Historical Tripos, 1911; 1st class Part II,, 1912;
Winchester Reading Prize, 1912, Served with the
Navy, 191k - 1916, Channel. Atlantic. Dardanelles:
Naval Tntelligence Division, 1916 - 1919; Fellow of
King's College, Cambridge, )] C Tecturer in
History at Cambridge University, 1921 - 1928,
Publications: Mountebanks, a2 play in 3 scts; Life's
a Dream, a translation from Calderon (wéth o B Treﬁd)'
This Freedom of Qurs, 1937. Recreation: Sailing,
Address: 11, Montpelier Walk, Knightsbridge, S.W. 7
Tel.: Kensington 0561,

°

ke ded 1%.2.56 See €7 Bushe's feosvge — wbar

l‘l. Vléégwpwi’ GAC-LE .




8. Form 8l/rev. 1.52.

EXTRACT. [
gkoi}'Z,

Extract for File No. : B X, e0L 661—#- Name ... ol 3.

~ o 7 o E
Original in File No, :*.5.:.5: 004,222,

Serial : ; Receipt Datio fuwmmmmmmmms

‘ig'uml from:..D: e A, note, Under Ref: .Dated : 29.12.03

Extracted on: 30,1 20230

by iz Bection: e ba. e

Extract from D,1,A, re, interview with Mrs, BASSETT ment, PHILBY,

n individual

Mrs, BASSEIT is aware, of course, that Guy was a member of
the Communist Party whilst at Cambridge; she believed him when he said
that he had left the Party and accepted his reasons for doing so. These
were that he could not stand the purge which had taken place in the
Scviet Union, She was unable to connect Guy with Donald MACLEAN in
any way at all, except by reason of a possible association at Canmbridge
and in the United States through Guy's friendship with Alan MACLEAN,

She mentioned that whilst in Washington there was some duestion as to
whether Mrs, BASSETT would be happier staying with the PHILBYs than at

a hotel, a question which was resolved by her going to a hotel; but
this was not a good enough opportunity for me to embark upon an interro-
gation of Mrs, BASSEIT about her relationship or her conversations with
Aileen PHILBY,
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Eric Benjamin STRAUSS.

Information from Medical Directory and Who's Who.

Born London 18 February 189.
Address: 45 Wimpole Street, W.1 - telephone WEL 3676.

VWorlts in Department of Phys. Psych. Medecine, St Bartholomew
Hospital. Various consultant jobs also.

Educated Oundle, University College School, New College,
Oxford, and Kings @ollege Hospital.

Served in Middlesex Regiment (Captain) 1914-18.

Matriculated New College, Oxford, 1918, B.A. 1921, M.4. 1930.
Studied psychological medécine at Marburg University, 1926.
Author of various textbooks on neurology, neuropsychiatry, etec.
Receeations include music, foreign travel, mountain walking.
Unmarried.

Clubs: Savile, Royal Automobile.
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LOOSE MINUTE,

PR, 604,583, REES,
-/P/.F.éou, 584, PEACH,

D1,

RALBIGH (REES
J ¥ NG &

This telephone number is used by Goronwy HEES who
was a close friend and sssociste of CGuy BURGESS, The
check has produced useful information and we should,
therefore, like %o retain it,

PRA

KRS
ROTHTRF

FHT

TFLD LO3,

This telephone number is used by H,A.E, PHILBY who
was & close friend and associate of Guy BURCESS and who
is himself suspected of being a Soviet agent, The check
provides valuable informetion about his current setivities
and employment and we should, therefore, like to retain if,

|
\

B, i‘:evBame te
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For P,A. in PF,604,582 BLUNTDEN
PR, 604,583 REES
PF, 604.,58) PEACH
Originsl in PP, 604,597 PROCTOR

Extract from interiiew with PROCTOR on 25,11,53

[ EE TR R RSN R R E R NS R E R R R NN E R N

I saw PROCTOR at the Ministry of Transport in the
presence of Sir Gilmour Jenkins on 25.11¢53:ces0c0000s00ece

PROCTOR Imew Kim PHILBY as he knew Goronwy REES,
Slighﬂy, thro‘lg}l thEir friendShip With BUI{;'ESS. LA N

D,
3.12,53 , G.R. Mitchell
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NOTE ON THE CASE OF H.A.R. PHILBY.

H.A.R, PHTLBY was the }M.I.6 representative in Washington when
MACLEAN and BURGESS disappeared on 25 May 1951.

While on Foreign Service duty in Washington in 1950/51, BURGESS
had been staying with PHILBY, whom he had known intimately since the time
when both men were at Cambridge in 1930/33.

It will be remembered that MACLEAN was under investigation on
suspicion of espionage at the time of his disappearance, which took place
shortly before he was to have been interrogated. Since information received
shortly after the disappearance gave ground for strong suspicion that BURGESS
had himself been a spy, early attention was given to the possibility that a
leakage might have taken place while he was staying with PHILBY in Washington,
and that PHILBY might have been responsible for it.

The examination of PHILBY's career which followed led to suspicion
that he had been consciously responsible for the leakage. The suspicion
rested on the following facts among others: -

1. Though probably not a member of the Communist Party, PHILBY
was nevertheless a Communist by conviction while at Cambridge.

2, He married in 1934 a certain Alice FRIEDMANN, an Austrian
Communist.

PHILBY was a partner in 1934 with a certain Peter SMOLLETT @
SMOLKA, a Communist journalist later discovered to have been
closely associated with BURGESS in circumstances suggesting that
he was a party to the latter's espionage.

In 1936 FHIIBY joined the Anglo-German Fellowship and in so
doing went through a form of renouncing his former Communist
beliefs. This coincided with a similar outward (and certainly not
genuine) disillusionment with Communism on he part of BURGESS
and MACLEAN.

In 1937 PHILBY went to Spain, where he attached himself to
the headquarters of General FRANCO and obtained the appointment
of "Times" correspondent.

According to information supplied by the Soviet intelligence
defector KRIVITSKY, the Russians recruited in 1937 a young British
journalist, to whom was to be given the task of proceeding to Spain
with the ultimate object of assassinating General FRANCO.

RRIVITSKY's evidence fitted PHILBY very closely, and it has
so far been possible to find no other candidate whom it so fits.

In the same year, PHILBY separated from his first wife, the
former Alicé FRIEDMANN. There are however strong grounds for
supposing that the separation was an outward one only and was
designed to coincide with the other deliberately contrived evidence
of PHIIBY having renounced Communist sympathies.

In September 1945 a certain Constantin VOLKOV, a cipher clerk
in the Soviet Consulate at Istanbul, offered to defect. He produced
a sample of information which he would supply in return for a large
money payment. This included the assertion that the "Departmental
Head of the British Counter-espionage Directorate in London" was a
Soviet spy.

PHILBY was at this time head of Section IX of M.I.6, the
section charged with the investigation of Soviet espionage. FHILBY
was one of a very small number of persons informed of the VOLKOV
affair, and was selected to travel immediately to Istanbul to inves-
tigate. He arrived there on 28.9.45, but on 26.9.45 VOEKOV had been
removed from Istanbul in a Soviet militery aircraft.
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VOLKOV's removal must have been due to a leskage, and PHILBY
must come under strong suspicion of responsibility for it.

MACLEAN and BURGESS disappeared at a time when, according to
the information available in Washington in a very small circle
including FPHILBY, MACLEAN was due tc be interrogated on 24 or 25 May
1951. The disappearance was on 25 May. It appeared probable there-
fore that MACEEAN was warned at the last moment and at short notice.
The Washington information was however not up to date, in that by
2) May it bad been decided in London to postpone the interrogation of
MACIEAN wntil 18 - 25 June. These facts suggested that if a leakage
in fact took place, it took place meore probably in Washington than
in London.

PHILBY should be interrogated by a
barrister of standing formerly employed by the Security Service during the war,
but who at the time in question was not connected with either this Service or
M.I.6. On 12 December 1951 PHILBY was accordingly questioned on the whole of
the evidence against him. The conclusion reached by the interrogator was:-

®That PHIIBY is and has for many years been a Soviet agent
and that he was directly and deliberately responsible for
the leakege which in fact occurred."

This finding was not and still is not susceptible of definite proof.
Since his interrogation, however, PHILBY has given us no information to offset
the evidence against him; nor have continued enquiries into the circumstances
of the disappearance of BURGESS and MACLEAN led te the discovery of any new
facts tending either to prove or to disprove the case.

In July 1951 FHIIBY was asked to resign from M,T.6, his position there
having become untenable because of his close association with BURGESS
immediately before the latter's disappearance.

Since that time, although FHILBY has had some financial support from
his father., H. St. John FHILBY, he has
found it difficult to obtain continuous or sufficiently well-paid employment.

It is alsoc known that he hed had matrimoniel difficulties. The possibility must
therefore be recognised that, his M.T.6 career being ended and his prospects in
other directions being uncertain, he might decide to depart to the Soviet Union
or other Iron Curtein territory, with or without the assistance of the Russisan
Intelligence Service.

Should FHILBY decide to take this step, nothing could be done legally
to prevent him going. The circumstantial evidence against him is far from being
sufficient to form the basis of a charge under the Official Secrets Acts, and no
powers exist whereby he could be detained. To issue general instructions to
Immigration Officers and Police at the ports to report should he seek to leave
would do no more than ensure early news of his departure, and would considerably
inerease the likelihood thet the security interest in him would become public
knowledge. This latter risk would be increased still further should the security
authorities of European countries be asked to assist in finding him. It is
suggested that, should the suspicions against him coupled with his past association
with BURGESS be publicised in the press, this would do serious ham by reviving
the misgivings expressed on both sides of the Atlantic in consequence of the
BURGESS and MACLEAN affair.

Our conclusion therefore is that PHILBY may at any time seek asylum in
an Iron Curtain country, that no legel powers exist to prevent him doing this,
and that to seek the aid of the police or immigration authorities or of the
security authorities of other countries would not only serve no useful purpose,
but would invite widespread and undesirable publicity.
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Mrs. PHILBY has recently become increasingly convinced of PHILBY's
nouilt",

S fs®
she was filled with increasing misgivings lest PHILBY
might make his way to Russia. Her reasons for thinking in this way had not
been made very clear, but appeared to be as follows: -

. 1e In her opinion and that of her psychiatrist, PHILBEY had by
a kind of mental cruelty to her "done his best to make her commit
i suicide".

During recent weeks there has been a change in PHILBY's
manner. He has seemed somewhat more buoyant, and has shown this
by (for example) giving expensive presents to his children.

PHILBY has not been in the habit of telling Mrs. FHILBY much
if anything about his movements. Before last weekend, however, he
departed from his habit, by telling her of his intention to spend
the weekend in Nottinghem with a certain James IEES, a former
Cambridge friend of his, known to Mrs. PHILBY to be (or to have
been) a Communist, and to have been acquainted with BURGESS.

Mrs. PHIIBY said that she had been in the habit of keeping
PHIIBY's passport "under the mattress". It was not there now, and
she did not know where it was. Elliott thousht that bv this obscure

Mrs. PHILBY considered that PHILBY was a man who could not live
without adulation. He was wunlikely to get it here, and might there-
fore seek it in the Soviet Union.

These were, as I understood the position, the principal grounds
for Mrs. PHILBY's fears. SR i S I

I consulted A.2.A. at the office and
Miss McBarnet. It was estgblished that the telephone check on Miss
Constance ASHLEY JONES (PHIIBY's mistress) showed that she had recently
been enquiring about trains to Nottingham (it was also established this
morning from the ssme source, that Miss ASHLEY JONES had told friends that
she had seen FHILBY off to Nottingham on the morning of 22 November 1953).

After I had discussed the position with D and with Mr. Skardon,
D and I agreed that no action should be taken beyond what I had alresdy done
in the office, which was to reimpose telerhone checks on all members of the
PHIIBY family in London, and to arrange for them te be monitored over the
weekend. The principal ressons for this decision were:-
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No: new fact had emerged from Mrs. PHILBY's information to
suggest that FHILBY was more likely to leave the cowmntry during
this weekend, than he had been earlier, when he had had just as

much opportunity.

To circularise the ports through Special Branch, or to make
enquiries through the police in Nottingham, would have risked an
extension of the knowledge of owr particular interest in PHILBY,
which would in itself be most undesirable unless justified by
very strong reasons not now present.

Dol J. C. Robertson.
23« 11+535.
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