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MINUTE SHEET

'210‘506)4 Extract from :"\/C
27.8.5k, Int. letter to H, St.J. PEACH from Mrs, Blanche DUNCAN.

. 1.9-5“—0 E.C. mat@rial on PBACH,

//E?fVZthrough L/Z%%i

Please refer to minute LL43, (volume 9),
in connexion with which you should see the telephone
check intercepts at 519a and 520a in this fille,
where sidelined.

You will note that PREACH is preparing
considerably more than a skeleton drafTt. He hopes
very shortly to have completed five chapters which
should be enough to "keep DEUTSCH gquiet until the
whole book is readye.

T,.A, will no doubt wish to consider whether
h“ﬂ been reached at which it would be
t’Oﬁ +to be taken through Admiral Thompson
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You may like to see my letter at 523a.
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GeRe Mitchell.
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I told you today about the chapter of
PEACH's book which deals with the character and
conduct of Guy BURGESS during his period in Washington
from 1950 to 1951. A photostat copy of the chapter
is attached to the papers at 527a. I draw your
attention in particular to the passage beginning towards
the bottom of page 13 and ending in the middle of
page ~ 15. If this were published I have no doubt that
it would be exceedingly damaging to Mr. Eden.

The LAND material at 529a shows that the
publishers seem to like the three draft chapters which
they have received., They have some "small scale
reservations" but we do not yet know what they are.

B 1s. D"oclolo(L

fw G.R. Mitchell.
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T.C. on PFACH,

D. 7.6, L
//D.),, D

I told him that it was most important
+that it should not be disclosed to PEACH that
we had slready had secret access to a part of
his work. gsaid that there was absolutely
no need for this to arise since he had already
been told sometime back by PEACH that he was
intending to write a book and had later been
informed by that the work was in hand,
He therefore had plenty of advance knowledege of
the booka I then explained

end said that it was not a matter in
which we were likely to be able to proceed under
the Officisl Secrets Act to prevent the publication
of the book, but that there were certain points
in it which, while not being strictly security
points would, I thought be damaging to the Foreign
Office and particularly to the Foreign Secretary.
My suggestion was that PEACH shauld be persuaded
to modify these DasssaceS.

then had lunch with PEACH and
subseaquently reported that he had encountered no
difficulty in persuading PEACH to submit the
manuscript and to do this before sending any
further chapters to the publisher, Andre Deutsche.
It transpired from their conversation that PRACH
has already received an advance of £600 upon the
work, and also that, in the first place, it was not
realised by the publishers that the work would be
important for the portrait of BURGESS that PEACH
would be able to draw. Since/submitted a few /he
completed chapters to Deutsch, however, they were
alert to the book's topical interest and had asked
PEACH to put in as much about BURGESS as possible.
S0 far eas could discover no question had
vet arisen of serialisation in the press. The
general form of the book was still not wholly
determined, nor has a title been chosen.
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mﬁl ”1fﬂt
g any details

anout anv methods, ‘.e, “he chapter
recounts in iews h had wwth BURGESS in Washington and
repeats stories BURGESS 1 alleged to have told him,
In my v1ow mﬂt(rlel of this kind cannot be deemed to be
information acguired in the course of his employment,
within the meaning of the provisions of Section 2(1) of
the Official Secrets Act, 1911, as amended by the O0fficial
Seérets Act, 1920,

It is true to say that had PEACH not been stationed
at Washington the information he recounts in this chapter
would not have come to his knowlodge. and therefore the
information is information he did in fact acquire by virtue
of his Crown employment, I feel, however, that such a
construction is & Palse one insofar as it can be said that
information of that type is information which is protected
by Section 2.

The position is gquite different sie-of Gold
SCOTLAND's book, as in this book the text PEPGEUD verba

SCOTLAND's wartime interrogations.

one
tlﬂ"

As to PEACH himself, following Milmo's interrogation
in December, 1951, the case was orally discussed with Sir
Theobald Mathew, Director of Public Prosecutions, who then
SdeSPd that there was no evidence upon which a prosecution
against PEACH could be launched, Since that date no fresh
evidence hah come to hand which would justify the Director's
decision being reviewed.

To sum up, if my view be accepted that at the moment
there is no evidence which would Jjustify a prosecution
against PEACH, it would seem wrong in Dr1n01p1~ to threaten
him with any prosecgJ*on under the Official Secrets Acts,
as if he ignored such threats and published, no legal
proceedings could follow. Similarly we are not in a
position to produce any evidence which would justify a
prosecution against PEACH himself under the provisions of
Section 1 of the Official Secrets Acts, and again it would
seem wrong to threaten him in this respect in any way
whatever,

I am in a position, if this is thought advisable, to
obtain a formal opinion on both these points from the
Director of Public Prosecutions, who is already aware of
the PEACH case,

A. . [{-‘v&l

B, A,
19..10, 55, B.A., Hill,
o




H.A R, PHILBY appears to have first thought of
writing his auto-biography on 5 March 1554. He immediately
got down to writing a synopsis which was sent %o Wicholas
BENTLEY of the publishing firm of Andre DEUTSCH on 12 March
195k, The book was described as being mainly concerned with
his "early life, Spanish Civil Wor, Poreign 0ffice activity,
ete."., It was to include a chpater on the inpact of the world
erisis on wndergraduate politics in the 193%30s, and at this
stage Guy BURGESS would be intr uced.

Nicholas BENTLEY was immediately intere sted in the
gynopsis and said that his firm was mainly interested in

%

biographies with a view to selling the newspaper rights.

On 2 April 1954 PHILBY received ¢ igned a contract
which he retuwrned to the publishers together with what was
deseribed as the' Ameriean synopsis.” Andre DEUTSEH wanted to sell
he American righte of the book on the synopsis. FHILBY was
surposed to complete the book by the end of 1954 and the publishers
were p.:ar’siczalarlff amious that he shovld "let his hair down
sufficiently®. PHILBY was to receive an advance of &€

book at the rate of SLO a month.

T+ is known that PHILBY has finished three chapters of
S o)

L

e bock, one dealing with his experience , war correspondent
n 1939, one with his experiences 8s a newspaper correspondent in
Spain snd one about BUR WS in Washington. These three chopters
hawve been sent to Nicholas BERTLEY and he has o< rmented on them
most favoursbly. BEWILEY said that before retuwning the
mmuserint he was getting the opinions of Andre DEUTSCH and Miss
ATHOIL , the directors of the Tiom,

oo
e

T¢ is quite certain that a good deal more of the book
has at -+ 4in outline. Reference has been made

7' and the Austria chapter®, also about the
theme of the time from PHILBY's storting on "The Times" to the
time of his leawving the Foreign Office.

E., McBarnet.




The idea that HLA.R. PHILBY should write his auto-
biography was first suggested to him by Tomas HARRIS when they
were dining together on 5 Maxeh 1954, HARRIS got in touch with
licolas BENTLEY of the firm of Andre DEUTSCH, Publishers, and
PHILBY wrote a synopsis of his book which was sent to BENTLEY on
12 Maxeh 1954. In 2 conversation with EAl RIS on that day, THILBY
said that emphasis was to be given "to early life, Spanish Civil

-,

War, Foreign Cffice activity, etc. ", HARRIS suggested that the
general influence of Morxism on the education of the upper classes
in English University life would play a big role. PHILBY said
that he thouzht this would come into chapter 4, which would be a
disoussicn on the immact of the world crisis on undergraduate
politics. "At this stage he would obviously introduce Guy."

on 15 March 1954 HARRIS told PHTLBY that he had discussed
the synopsis with BENTLEY who was immediately interested and said
it was only & question of settling the financiel arrangements.
PENTTEY added that his fimm was mainly interested in biographies
with a view to selling newspaper rights.

on 27 March 1954 FIILBY met the sublishers at HARRIS®
house. They agreed to give PHILBY a contract and to make him
certain advences.

: Or 30 March 1954 PHILBY told his wife that he was about
to sign a contract for a book of memoirs with Andre DEUTSCH and
he wae to receive an advance of £600 for it. DEUTSCH were also
trring to sell the rights in Amerieca and in serial form.

Virs, PHILBY asked whether he intended to include the last 12
dead years®, to which PHIIRY replied that "he would have to hanile

it very carefully and was proposing to keep as far as possible to
sheolutely newtral subjects".

On 2 April 1954 the contract was gigned and returned to
the vublishers together with what was described as "the American
synopsis". It was apparent at this time that the publishers hoped
that FHILBY would complete the book by the end of the year and they
were particulsrly anxious that he should "let his hair down
sufficiently”.

It appeared that PHILEY was to receive his advance from
the miblishers at the rate of £40 a month.

on & June 195k Mr. Richard BUTLER informed the D.G, that
he had heard that PITILEY was writing his memoirs and was in touch
with the publishers, DEUTSCH Ltd. Mr, BUTLER said that PHILBY had
been advised that the manuseript should be submitted for clearance
and tha would be an appropriate person to
approach in this connection.

On 51 Auvgust 1954 it was learned that PHILBY had finished
two chapters, i.e. "the Washington one and one of the Spanish ones".
on 2 Septerber PHILBY thought he would have finished another
couple of chapters by the end of the week. He proposed to give
DEUTSCH five chapters covering various areas of experience which he
hoped would keep bim quiet until the whole book was ready.

Three chepters were sent to the 7
September 1954.




Although only 3 chapters of the bock have been seen,
it would appear from a conversation with HARRIS on 27 September
that a good deal more of the book is already written, at least
in outline.

On 28 Septeuber Constance ASHLEY=JONES read out over
the telephone a letter from Nicolas BMLEY which acknowledged
three draft chapters and expressed great interest in them.
BENTLEY said that before returming them he wanted to get the
opinions of Andve (DEUTSCH) and "Miss ATHOLL, our other director",
BENTIEY said that he was delighted with the wmk, but had some
small scale reservations about which he would write aggin,
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There seem to be & number of possible

coursen, These sre some.,

(1) To continue to receive from P.
insteluente of the book, reed them end try snd
influence P. to &ccept our suggeetions, This
eould be done with or without thrests ==& if

he 4id not do whet we wented we would prosecute

him ander the Officiel Secrete Act. it slmost
2 (.-k
certainly invelves osur s&#&gzzéun to let the

book be puhli&h&j{in due course,

{2) Adopt the same procedure &s in
Col. Scotlend's cese, namely: meke & cetegoricsl
stetement thet if the book is published we shsll
prosecute under the 0fficlsl Secrets aAct,
This involves there being & prime fecie cese

&t lesat for such & prosecution,

(3) Tell P. thet we sre not interceted
in resding the book in sdvence but that he

publi:a“:h«?s it &t hie peril,

{(4) Tell P. thet we ere not interested
it resding his book a2t ell and do nothing else

end welt snd sse what appeers.

(5) Tell ©», thet if he will not drop
his intention of publishing we will forestasll
him with ® full stetement ebout the facte of
the B, snd ¥, case. (¥e could of course meke

this stagement whether he published or net).

/(6)
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(2) ve muet not get too exeited or
frightened sbout P.'s book. OB the contfery
we should try to use its publicstion or the
pessibllity of ite being published ss & mesns
of reatoring confidence in the Foreign Office
énd the Security Service snd slso, if poa&ible,_a
the mesns of successfully prosecuting P. ¥

(3) At first sight we should not become
involved with P, either by helping him in
writing his Dook or by trying to preveant him
publishing. Pe 18 thoroughly unrelisble end
8% Liret sight it seeme very dengerous to
try oend get out of eny difficultics there may

be either by relying on P.'s goodwill or

by tryiog tg'hribe him,

(k) Ve should $ry end find out if
we cen whet Po's motives ere in writing the
book. ie it to reinstste himself? Is it
to maeke ss much money ss he cen? Is 1t @s
the result of direet or indirect pressure from

the Eussisng?

(5) If the book is published snd is
damsging to the Foreign O0ffice snd the Security
Service snd if we hsve not got & plan for
dealing with the situstion, the effect inm

fmerica will be very bad indeed.
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