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The Communist Party of Great Britain (C.PeCeBs) and the

seamen's Strike

(Position as at 9 aesme on 27 June)

vz

.The Attitude
There has been no discussion at CePeilele
during the weekend, nor is there any reaction yet to the
N.UsSe current negotiations. There are likely tc be
=ta an this front in the course of the norninge.
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The Communist Party of Great Britain (C.P..B.) and the

Seamen's Strike

(Position as at 9 a.me on 27 June)

The attitude of Communist Party Headcuarters (Ce.PeHete)

There has been no discussion at Ce.PeHeQe
during the weekend, nor is there any reaction yet to the
NeUsSe current negotiations, There are likely tc be
developments on this front in the course of the morning.

Unofficlal Leaders

2 NORRIS hag had a brief discussion with leading
seamen on the strike committees and also with the press.
It is clear from these that NORRIS and his negotiating
comnittee intend to continue the negotiations and hope to
extract a further concession on leave. He is noticeably
reticent on the guestion of hours. He is confident that
the main body of the rank and file will follow the lead
of KENNY, SLATER and himself but he also recognises that
South Coast opinion is ready to accept the current offer
from the employers and that care will have to be taken to
avoid a split.

Security Service 27 June 1966
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CODE 18-75

TOP SECRET
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The DeGe, Fel1.A and I took our
draft contribution (attached) to the Prime Minister's
forthcoming speech dawn to the Cabinet Office on 24
June. We discussed it first with Sir Burke Trend
who had some hesitation about our references tc Nan
GREEN's flat and the ad hoc liaison committee, not so
much on the grounds of risk to sources as from the
fact that it gave the impression the Government was
using the Security Service to spy on the trade union.

2 It was originally agreed that the

draft, amended to meet Sir Burke's objections, should

be circulated to the Home Secretary, the Minister of
Labour and the Attorney General as well as to Number 10.
However, the Prime Minister let it be known that he

wished to discuss the draft before circulation and his
secretary joined us in the Cabinet Officee. The latter
made the point that we had not included a mention of the
rejection of the Court of Enquiry's recommendations before
they were read, nor had we referred to the lobbying which
took place by the Communist Party of members of the
Executive Council. He was sure the Prime Minister would
raise these points and indeed, when we repaired to Number
10, he dide To the first we replied that our information
came solely from Communist sources and indicated that the
Executive had decided to refuse the Pearson recommendations
on the basis of what they learned through a leakage,
probably on the ticker-tape. In order to check whether
there was overt evidence of a leakage, the Prime Minis ter,
at my suggestion, called for a copy of the Daily Mail

in order to see whether Monty METH had had advance news

of the Pearson recommendations; this proved to be the
case. In any case I pointed out that this particular
aspect of the affalir was covered on page 3 of our draft

in the word "hasty". On the second point, namely the
reference to the ad hoc liaison committee, we pointed out
that this was covered in the third sentence of page 3 of
our drafte. To go further than this would be to put our
sources at riske. This was accepted by the Prime Minister
and the Paymaster General who was also presente

3% The Prime Minister said that he would
expand on the behaviour of the BExecutive Council from his
own personal knowledge and this would £ill in the last
sentence of page 2 of our draft. In order to get over
the ad hoc liaison committee difficulty he would make a
general statement about the way in which the Communist
Party went to work in an industrial disputee. He was not
going to make an attack on the Party but rather to epose
the sheepishness of the Executive Council

e
R. Thistlethwaitee
F.

E; June 1966.
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I turn now to a. different aspect of
this problem, Almost from the moment that the
National Union of Seamen submitted its claim the
Communist Party proclaimed its support for the
seamen, It may well be asked why the Communist
Party should be so interested., It was certainly
not because the Communist Party numbered among
1ts members a large body of seamen. The N.U.S.
has had an unhappy history in recent years but '
even now there is not a single Communist on its
Executive Council and it is doubtful whether
there is more than a handful of Communists in
its membership as a whole, The answer is plain.
The Party regarded the dispute as an opportunity
to strike a blow at the Incomes Policy and this
has remained its prime motivation throughout.
We are however more concerned with the Party's
capacity for action than its intentions. Here
I must point out that this Party, unlike the major
political parties, has at its disposal an
industrial apparatus controlled from Communist
Party Headquarters, Events in the Electrical
TradesUnion have shown that this apparatus can
be and is used to interfere in the legitimate
activities of trade unions. The present controller
of this apparatus is Bert RAMELSON, who has three
full time officials on his staff and in the London
area, notably the docks, his principal lieutenant
is Dennis GOODWIN,

I have referred to the Communist Party's
numerical weakness in the N.U.S. but there is never-
theless the paradoxical situation that immediately

Lafter’ L oisuly




CONFIDEINTIA

&

after the strike began the chairmanship of the
strike committees in the country's two major
ports, London and Liverpool, was secured by

two Communists, Jack COWARD and Roger WOODS.,
In the N.U.S. negotiating machinery the leading
member of the negotiating committee who was
elected from the floor of the Annual General
Conference, was also a Communist, namely Gordon
NORRIS, who in recent years has also gone under
the name of George GOODMAN, There are two
aspects of this dispute in which Communist
influence has been exercised - the attempts to
influence the Executive Council of the N.U.S.
and to extend the area of the stoppage.

To deal first with the Party's
efforts to influence the Executive Council of
the N.U.S. Although there are no Communists
on the Council, it has within it a hard core of
militant but relatively inexperienced members.
The militancy and inexperience of this group
presented the Communist Party with its opportunity
and its instruments were Joseph KENNY and James
SLATER. They live in Liverpool and South Shields
respectively and when they attend Executive
Council meetings in London they stay at the flat
of a veteran Communist, known in Party circles as
Nan GREEN, Residing at the same flat is Jack
COWARD and during the strike RAMELSON was seen on
several occasions late at night to visit this
flat when KENNY and SLATER were staying there.
It is clear to me that these two have dominated
the Executive Council throughout the negotiations.
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: I turn now to the Party's behaviour
at the time a State of Emergency was declared.
On the following day the Morning Star said "No
self-respecting trade unionist will work in
co-operation with the Army and Navy" and "every
trade unionist must rally in solidarity to the
support of the seamen'. To those experienced
in reading Communist pronouncements this was a
clear invitation to extend the dispute and the
most likely area of extension was the docks.
This interpretation is reinforced by the fact
that in the next few days RAMELSON and GOODWIN
gathered around them a number of influential
Communists. The most prominent of these was
Harry WATSON, the President of the Lightermen's
Union,and the others included Jack DASH and Danny
LYONS who are both members of the unofficial
liaison committee in the London docks, and Gordon
NORRIS and Jack COWARD representing the seamen.
DASH wie®, as his numerous speeches in the docks
indicate, was torn between his loyalty to the
Party and to his union, The climax of the
Party's offensive in the docks came soon after
the hasty decision of the N.U.S. to reject the
findings of the Court of Enquiry as a basis for
negotiation. On 13th June a meeting of about
1,500 dockers chaired by Jack COWARD was held in
London and was addressed by four speakers, Harry
WATSON, Jack DASH, Gordon NORRIS and Harry MUNDY.
The last is an official of the Transport and
General Workers Union and is the only one of the
five who is not a member of the Communist Party.
At this meeting a resolution calling for the
"blacking" of all British ships was passed, After

/an ececevococ e




an initial period of confusion the dockers
returned to normal working. Since the
failure of its offensive in the docks the
Communist Party has become noticeably more
cautious and its principal effort has been
directed at the T.G.W.U. in the hope that
the latter would depart from its policy of
the selective "blacking" of ships. In this
objective the Party has fortunately been
consistently out-manoceuvred by the leadership
of the T.G.W.U.

24th June "1966
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The Communiast Party of Great Britain (C.P.0.B.) and the

Seamen's Strike

(Position as at 12 noon on 24 June)

The Attitude of Communist Pop

There is still intense speculation
bout the form the Prime lMinister's statement is likely
o take on Tuesday and, while the Party has prepared
jts line of defence, it is still worried about any
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The Communist Party of Great Britain (C.P.G.B.) and the

Seamen's Strike

(Position as at 12 noon on 24 June)

tude of Comm

There is still intense speculation
sbout the form the Prime Minister's statement is likely
to take on Tuesday and, while the Party has prepared
fts line of defence, it is still worried about any

< The latest infor-
pation indicates that the Party regards KiNNY and
ELATER as the key figures on the N.U.2, Executive
sounceil and is apprehensive that any confirmation that
they are Communist influenced or directed could mean
the collapse of the militant group on this Council.

2e SLATER is now no longer using the {lat
of Nan GREEN. The latter was in touch with C.Pellele

this morning and it seeme likely that she will, for the
future be used as the link dbetween the Party and EZRNY.

Be RAMELSON is to appear on two television
programmes on lionday, of which the I.T+Vs programme is
likely to be live. prearinsg with him will be Sir William
CARRON and Les CANNON and he expects: that he will be
crogs-gxamined on these programmes about Communist Party
involvement in previous industrial disputese.

Security Service 24 June 1966




James Elliott and I saw the Prime
Minister again this morning with Sir Burke
Trend. I told him that intelligence was
coming in fairly fast and indicated that the
Party was planning to rebut allegations which
they expected the Prime Minister to make apout
the Communist connivance with KENNY and SLATER
and the Communist unofficial liaison committee.
At the same time they were pressing on KENNY,
who appeared to accept them, the same face-saving
proposals as were mentioned in yesterday's oral
briefinge. I said that it was important from the
security point of view that the Prime Minister
should emphasise the face-saving proposals being
put through the T.U.C. and keep off the Communist
tack until as late as possible before his state-
ment on Tuesdaye. He said that he would not
require a draft until Monday morning and even
then it might have to be changed on Tuesday morn =
ing. 8ir Burke Trend emphasised that the draft
should be cleared with the Home Secretary and the
Minister of Labours

2s I asked the Prime Hinister what was
behind the reports in today's press about the
interference of other unions in the dispute. He
said that this was because he had mentioned the
part played by Harry WATSON of the Lightermen's
Union which was a heinous crime in trade union
EYeCe

3e Afterwards the Prime Minister®'s seeretary
said that he thought it would be wise to have an
outline draft ready before the weckend so that we
would not be faced with too many last minute guestions
on Monday and Tuesdaye.

Le In the afternoon James Elliott and I wenti
down to see Sir Burke Trend with the situation report.
He said that he would like us to talk to the Paymaster
General, who in turn asked us to accompany him on a
visit to the Prime Minister. The latter read the
gituation report and then told us of the resumed
negotiations. We then repaired to the Paymaster
General®'s room to discuss the draft on what the Prime
Minister could say next Tuesday. The Paymaster
General laid down two rules:=-

(a) we should protect our sources,

(b) we should divulge enough but not too
much to obviate the need for an enguirye.

Trend said that he thought that what the public
really wanted was to have facts which had already
appeared in the newspapers brought together in a
coherent pattern in order to explain what for every-
body was a totally bewildering strike.

L THISTLETHWAITE

R. Thistlethwaite.)
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Communist Party of Creat Britain (CePeGeBe) and

(Position as at 11 a.n. on

The Attitude of Communist Pariy Headouarters
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‘*_Communist Party of vr0at Britain (C.P.GeBe) and the

Seamen's

{(Position as at 11 a.mn.

The Attitude of Communist Party !

nriaidoer

C.P .-{a.\ ® oW i T‘" (655 )4
its uouition in view of the >
Prime Ministor. on Tues ay. :
CAVPBELL, the ex-iditor of the
discussed the problems which may che
that the two aspects which could ; o

(a) . the meetings of the ad hoec ¢
© (to which previous references
"been made); and

(o) RAM L ON's cont et with

ing 1ncluueﬂ §arrj WATSON, u3“ Ltrmh P“vﬁ s xrﬂc.
scaman end dockers and all were Cowwuniuns. The
ngreed solution is that they will arpgue that t:
mectings of Communistis called to prepare evidenc
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It is recognisced that the presecnce of sgamen in

to deckers could invalidate ﬁnis argument and

reply will be that the seamen were there in orde
enable the situation on the waterfront to be “»vi,u\d
the round. Under pressure the Party le* concade that
-dnevitably the seamen's strike was discussed but §
this was incidental to the main purpc@e of the meo

V-  The Party found the meetings with X
and. GLATER more awkward. RANRL 'as proposed saiub;ox
wag that, as all the meetings taak.placﬁ at the house of

- Nan GREET, a veteran Communist and an euwavﬁﬁpéﬂﬂy of

“International Brigade Association, ho should arguwe that
he vigited IHan CRIEN as an ex-momber of th Internat:
Brigade himsglf and that the pressnce of N &
‘was a coincidenco. GOLLAIl considered thi
explanation which. fow would accepte The
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invited to meot KZIY and SLATER on th o ]
pair, who were anxiocus to d”ucu 553 .
view of the known publliec support ”mr ch 8 tril
Communist Party and its organ the ”Tupn i S
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TOP SECRET

I visited Downing Street twice
yesterday, the first time with James Elliott.
Together with Trend we gave the Prime Minister an
oral brief of the latest developments. The Paymaster
General was not present. In the afternocon I took
this down in written form and the Prime Minister said
that he would like more information if it was availsble
by the evening (I had described the @ifficulties of
transcription of this particular material). Later in
the day Trend and I saw the Prime Minister in his room
in the House of Commons and gave him the second
situation report in which he was much interested.
During this meeting he told me that he wished me to
be present the following day when he saw ¥r, Heath
and lre. Maudling and he also intimated that Mr. Heath
was pressing for an official tribunal. The Prime
Minister himself would prefer "a tame judge". Vhen
I left with Trend the latter said that he was much
disquieted by this development and we should discuss
it furthere.

2e This morning James Elliott and I again
went to Downing Street and briefed the Prime Minister and
the Paymaster General orally. The Minister of Labour
and Barnes then Joined us and tactics for dealing with
the next meeting of the Executive Couneil of the National
Union of Seamen were discussed. The Prime Minis ter made
it clear that he would, whatever happened, have to give
information on Tuesday amplifying what he said in his
last statement. We should therefore prepare something
which would not imperil our sources. I then saw the
Director General and we both reported toc the Home Secretary
and Cunningham. This was followed by a further meeting
in Trend's office when the forthcoming meeting with the
Opposition leaders was discussed with special reference
to the possibility of an enquiry. All present were
very much sgainst it and it was suggested that the Home
Secretary's support should be enlisted.

30 In the afternocon the Director General,
James Elliott and I went to the House of Commons and after
the Prime liinister and the Minister of Labour had had a
few moments privately with Mr. Heath and Mr, Maudling

we Jjoined them, The Prime Minister told us that the
meeting was being conducted on a Privy Councillor to
Privy Councillor basis so that we were guite free to give
a full account of the s trike. This lire Elliott then
did, speaking from the attached brief. The Prime Minister
filled in with a few of his own observations on the strike
and was feollowed by lMr. Guntere. Mr. Heath, who referred
to NMr. Elliott's statement as '"lucid", then asked a
question about the timing of the meetings between the
Communist Party and KENNY and SLATER. He did not commit
himself about future action but the meeting was friendly
and passed off smoothlye.

A. TMISTLETHWAITE

Re Thistlethwaite. :
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NOTE. Topp Copy with

SECRET

The following Note has been prepared for
the discussion between the Prime Minister and Mp., Sdward
Heath on the assumption that the information will be
protected as between Privy Councillors.

The Communist Party and the Seamen's Strike

The Communist Party regarded the strike
from its inception a8 an opportunity to support an attack
on the Incomes Folicy and, while 1t supported the National
Union of Ceamen (N.U.2.) on the issues involved, these in
the Party view were a secondary consideration. RY:
such the seamen's stirike is to be regarded as in line with
the Party's behaviour during the threat of a strike by the
National Union of Railwaymen (N.UsR.) a few months agoe

24 At the outset the Communist Party was
numerically weak in the H.U.5. and no member of the N U5
Executive Council was a card carrying member. The CGeneral
Secretary, HOGARTH, who obtained his gppointment with some
left-wing support, was poorly regarded by the Party and its
eriticisme of him seem to have been based rather on his
lack of ability than on his politieal affiliations. In
gpite of its numerical weakness the Party was able to make
considerable penetration of the N.U.2. strike orgsnisation
from the outset. The Chalirmen of two of the most
important Strlike Committees, those in London and on
Nerseyside, were both Communists, Jack COVARD and Roger
Y00DS respectively, and the Chairmsn of the ad hoe
Negotiation Committee elected from the floor of the  nnual
General Conference a few weeks earlier was Gord NCORRIS,
also a Communists On the Executive Couneil itselfl two
members, James SLATER and Joe XKHEUN, who are not members
of the Communist Party, soon showed their willingness to
accept approaches and advice from the Communist Party.

Be From the outset the Communist Party
decided that it should deploy such influence and support
a8 was within its capacity through official trade union
machinery and set its face against the encoursgement of
suprorting action by unofficial leaders, such as the
Communist Jack DASH in the London Dockse This decision
proved an uncomfortable one for the Party since it meant
in practice that, in the early stages at least, the
initiative was left with first the Zxecutive Couneil of
the N.Ue.S+ and, when this was not in session, the NHational
Disputes Committee which consisted of N.U.S. officials and
on which the Communist Party was not represented.

SECRET




Decisions on the Party's aetivities
in connection with the strike were taken at Communist
Party Headguarters (C.P.HsQe) and in the first instance
were the responsibility of the Chief Industrial Organiser,
Barmuch RACHMILIEVITCH now known as Bert RﬁﬁALﬂﬂﬂt who
discussed the line he should take with the Party's General
Seeretary, GOLLAN, and members of the Party's Political
Committee. This is a committee consisting of twelve
members, almost all senior Party functionaries, which
mects once and sometimes twice weeklye Cutside CeFeliele
the Party's principal contactmen with Communists in the
strike organisation was in London, Denis GOODWIN, the
District Industrial Organiser, and in Glasgow and lerseyside
the Party District Seerstaries,

The Communist Party's immediate reaction
was to draft a statement under the authority of the Folitical
Committee, the significant portion of whiech is that the
Declaration will widen the conflict and that no trade unionist
can be expected to deal with goods which have been handled

vy the military. It 2loo calls for maximum solidarity with
the seamen and with any other section of workers which may
become involvede

th the gpproval of the Folitical
Committee, it was decided to set up on 206 Hasy a seeret ad
hoe committee to co-ordinate Party activities in support of
the strikes The composition of the committee has varied
in subsequent meetings but initially it consisted of
RAMELSON, Jack COVARD, Jack DASH, Harry WATSCR (Prisident
of the Lightermen's Union) and Cordon NORRIS, A1l are
Communists. At the first known meeting of this committee
it was decided to campaign for the recall of the HeUeDe
pxecutive Council which should be asked to transfer control
of the strike, oo far as movements of ships within port are
concerned, from the National Disputes Commitise, on which
the Party is not represcnted, to the loeal strike committee
where there is Communist representation, It was announced
a few days later that the Executive would be recalled.

Te Meanwhile the Party endcavoured to
mobilise support in cther unions and on 1 June C.Pelisbe was
informed that & leading Communist on the Executive Couneil
of the N.U.R¢ had raised the guestion of support for the
HeUaSe in his own Council.

e On 3 June the Political Committee decided
that the strike needed to be expanded if it were to be
suceessful and that the reecall of the Zxecutive Couneil of
the H.U.8. provided an appropriate opportunity. On the




gsame day RAMELSON reported to C.P.H.Qs that he had arranged
to meet NORRIS at 430 p.ms that day and intended to put
the following proposals to him:=

(a) that whatever the outcome of the Court of
Enguiry NORRIS and the militants on the
Executive Council should oppose any
return to work without a satisfactory
agreementsy

that the Exscutive Couneil should be
persuaded as a matter of urgency to
"hlack” "all tankers arriving in the
U«Ks and that the Executive Counecil
gshould, through the Internaticnal
Transport Workers Federation (I.T.F.)
as the dockers to black all British
ships arriving in foreign ports.”

In the event the Executive Council d4id find the Court of
Enquiry's proposals insufficient to justify a return to work
and it 4id 'black” foreign oil tankers making voyages to the
U.K. contrary to their normal deployment and it also appealed
to the I.T.F, to black all British ships in foreign porte.

Well

Se After the breakdown of negotiations
following the Court of Enguiry's report, RAMELSON was in
contact with William JONES, a member of the Executive Couneil
of the T.G.VeUs, and asked the latter to raise the question
of support for the N.U.S. in the T.G.".Us Exccutive Council.
JONES ie a long-standing Communist who left the Party in

1957 and still maintains regular contact with C.P.H.G,

JONES ultimately moved a resolution, which received unanimous
support, asking the T.0.".U. to continue its support of the
NaUeSe He appears %o have attached more practical sig-
nificance to this than events were to prove and was in fact
out-manceuvred by the T..7.U, acting General Seeretary,
Harry NICHOLAS.

e 8t ; e O

10. By 10 June the Communist Party had
reached the conclusion that its efforts to extend the strike
on behalf of the N.U.S« through the other unions, notably
the TGVeUs had falled. It then decided that ‘a: major
effort must be made to bring about a stoppage in all the
docks with or without official union support. Party
District Seerctaries in the port areas involved were
instructed to go ahead to this end. This offensive failed
to receive support on Merseyside but there was a temporary
gtoppage in Hull which may have owed more to Trotskyist
rather than Communist inspiration. In London on the
morning of 13 June there was a meeting of about 1,500
dockers which was addressed by NORRIS, WATSON, DASH and
William MUNBY, an official of the T.G.W.U. The first
three are Communists as was the Chairman, Jack COVARD,

At this meeting a resolution was passed to the effect that
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all work on British ships should be éeclared "black”,

n practice this was not implemented by the dockers

who continued to follow the T.C«V.Ues line that they

should refuse to work on only those ships which had been
declared "black" through the established negotiation machinery
between the N sUeSe and the Telasliells

There are belisved to have been several

meatings between RAMELSON and the two Executive Couneil
members, KilINY and SLATER who, when in London live a

the house of a Compunist, Nan GREEN. On 17 June RAME
reported to C.P.H.0s that hé had seen KENY and SLATER

the previous night and that they had assured him that the
Seamen were solid in their determination to get the 4LO
hour week, 0 the same mneeting KENKY and SLATER reported
that they had contagted 16 members of the Executive Council
of the N.UsSe t0o try and stiffen their attitude against
retreatings They had pointed out that 1f the Executive
Couneil called off the strike it would be up to the
Zxecutive Counecil members to Jjustify their attitude to the
rank and files

22 June 1966
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I visited Downing Street twice
yesterday, the first time with James Elliott.
Together with Trend we gave the Prime Minister an
oral brief of the latest developments. The Paymaster
General was not presente. In the afternoon I took
this down in written form and the Prime Minister said
that he would like more information if it was available
by the evening (I had described the difficulties of
transcription of this particular material). Later in
the day Trend and I saw the Prime Minister in his room
in the House of Commons and gave him the second
situation report in which he was much interested.
During this meeting he told me that he wished me to
be present the following day when he saw Mr, Heath
and lre Maudling and he also intimated that Mr. Heath
was pressing for an official tribunal. The Prime
Minister himself would prefer "a tame Jjudge". When
I left with Trend the latter said that he was much
disquieted by this development and we should discuss
it further.

2e This morning James Elliott and I again
went to Downing Street and briefed the Prime Minister and
the Paymaster General orallye The Minister of Labour
and Barnes then Jjoined us and tactics for dealing with
the next meeting of the Executive Counecil of the National
Union of Seamen were discussed. The Prime Minis ter made
it clear that he would, whatever happened, have to give
information on Tuesday amplifying what he said in his
last statement., We should therefore prepare something
whieh would not imperil our sources. I then saw the
Director General and we both reported toc the Home Secretary
and Cunninghame This was followed by a further meeting
in Trend's office when the forthcoming meeting with the
Opposition leaders was discussed with special reference
to the possibility of an enquirye. All present were
very much against it and it was suggested that the Home
Secretary's support should be enlisted.

Se In the afternoon the Director General,
James Elliott and I went to the House of Commons and after
the Prime Minister and the Minister of Labour had had a
Tfew moments privately with lr. Heath and Mr., Haudling

we Jjoined them, The Prime Minister told us that the
meeting was being conducted on a Privy Councillor to

Privy Councillor basis so that we were guite free to give
a full account of the s trike. This lire Elliott then
did, speaking from the atiached brief. The Prime Minister
filled in with a few of his own observations on the strike
and was followed by lMr. <ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>