AThe National Archives

RG 14/2277 £.362 and RG 14/227 .4
1911 Census returns

1911

These images of completed householder information forms are from the 1911 census. They give
details of two suffragettes supporting the call for voting rights for women.

The ‘suffragettes’ was the name originally given to members of the Women’s Social and Political
Union (WSPU), founded in 1903 with the help of Emmeline Pankhurst. They campaigned along
with ‘suffragists’ for women’s right to vote during the early twentieth century.

Frustrated that the government had not granted women the vote, a large number of women
boycotted the 1911 census by refusing to be counted on the night it was taken, Sunday April 2™
1911. Many women made sure that they stayed away from the family home all night, and were not
listed on the census at all. In other cases either the woman or her husband (if he was head of the
household) refused to list the female household members on the form.

These census returns show two different examples.
Firstly, Louisa Burnham, who refused to fill in any details of her household and declared:

“No Vote, No Census. If | am intelligent enough to fill in this Census form, | can surely make a ‘X’
on a Ballot Paper. [signed Louisa Burnham.”

Secondly, the Maund family, where Eleanora Maund has crossed out the entry written by her
husband, while he declares at the bottom of the page:

“My wife unfortunately being a suffragette put her pen through her name, but it must stand as
correct. It being an equivocation to say she is away. She being always resident here and has only
attempted by a silly subterfuge to defeat the object of the census to which as ‘Head’ of the family |
object. [signed] E. A. Maund.”

The exact number of women who boycotted the census that night is not known, though some
people have estimated that it may be as many as several thousand.



© Grown Gopyright Images reproduced courtesy of The National Archives, London, England. www.nationalarchives.gov.uk

\ -
‘. r Ir‘.' ¢

| CENSUS OF ENGLAND AND WALES, (9l

(To be filled np by the Enumerator
after collection.)

Before writing on this Schedule please read the Examples and the Instructions given on the other side of the paper, as well as the headings of the Columms. - The entres should be written in Ink.

The contents Jf the Schedule will be treated as confidential. Strict care will be taken that no information is disclosed with regard to individual persons. The returns are not to be used for proof of age, as in connection with Old Age Pensions, or for any other purpose
than the preparation of Statistical Tables.
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